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Itis my pleasure to welcome
you to Tampa and the 2017
ATOS Annual Convention being
hosted by the Central Florida
Chapter of ATOS. Chair, Cliff
Shaffer, Vice-Chair, Vince
Mirandi, and fellow chapter
members have volunteered
their time and talents to
provide us opportunities to visit
and experience theater organ sounds, sights, and
atmospheres with performances by top artists in
historic and contemporary venues. We are gathering
to have fun and share our love and appreciation of
theater organ entertainment with others who share
our interests and passion.

Please take time to join me in thanking our Central
Florida hosts for their commitment to serve us as
attendees. We also need to express our appreciation
for the ongoing contributions of Ken Double, Past-
President-CEO of ATOS and Michael Kinerk, our
convention planning coordinator. Both of these
ATOS members have applied their knowledge and
experience by assisting our chapters in presenting
ATOS conventions for us. Your fellow members’ efforts
have been dedicated to making this a comfortable,
exciting, and memorable week for all attendees.
There is a fremendous amount of work that goes into
preparations for ATOS conventions as well as almost
as much work involved in getting us to venues, having
instruments ready, and presenting programs for your
entertainment throughout our visit.

The ATOS Young Organists’ Competition is one of
our closest followed and supported ATOS efforts. This
year our hosts will also be presenting a young players’
showcase. Please demonstrate your encouragement
and support as a newer generation of entertainers
share their talents with you.

Although theater organs have been around for
over 100 years the instruments you will experience
this week are far from static. We will be returning to
a few of the same venues and instruments presented
at the 2006 ATOS Convention here in Tampa as
well as having opportunities to visit several new-to-
us installations. You will be welcomed back to the
Tampa Theater and its Wurlitzer, the improved historic

Polk Theater with its Robert-Morton, and Grace
Church in Sarasota with its Wurlitzer with a more
live sound that resulted from reconfiguration of the
church. Be prepared for a great big freat as you
experience the sound of the world’s largest digital
theater organ in the 20,500 seat Amalie Arena just
steps away from our host Marriott Waterside Hotel.

For those who will be attending the two Afterglow
events you will also have the opportunity to hear the
Central Florida Chapter’s expanded Wurlitzer at the
Pinellas Park Auditorium on one day and the second
day to enjoy the 3-manual Wurlitzer newly installed
in the Jancko family's Backyard Museum and the
4-manual Chicago State-Lake/San Francisco Avenue
theater organ at the Brittain Residence.

The lineup of artists who will be performing for
us at each of our events is indeed impressive. The
combinations of artists, instruments, and venues wiill
offer us fremendous entertainment.

As Chairman of the Board of Directors of ATOS for
the past year I've been dedicated and primarily
focused on stabilizing and improving ATOS business
processes and practices to help ATOS better
serve you, our members and chapters. Last year |
welcomed your ideas, input and engagement. Thank
you to all who have committed your valuable time,
service, and resources. The challenges we faced
as a non-profit corporation are not unique to ATOS,
but our approach, efforts, and solutions have to be
tailored to achieving our specific missions within the
financial and regulatory framework under which we
operate. Your Board of Directors has been meeting
throughout the year and will be having our major
meetings the day before the Tampa Convention
begins. We will be reporting the state of ATOS to
you at our Annual ATOS Membership Meeting and
welcoming your input at our members' forum this
week. |strongly encourage you to participate as
individuals and as representatives of chapters.

We are gathered here in Tampa as a community
with shared and overlapping interests. | am glad
we can be together to experience and grow in our
appreciation of theater organs and each other.

Richard Neidich, Chair
ATOS Board of Directors






