


mCOME ATOS CONVENTIONEERS!
From WALKER Theatre Organs

We're honored and delighted to he participating in the ATOS 5Gth year celehration! We look
forward to sharing our instruments with you. Roh Richards' 5m Walker and our new RTO-335
cover the spectrum of Walker theatre organs. We hope you'll enjoy our organs, the performers,
and our hospitality.

Please stop hy our showroom and say heOo. Try our RTO-335.
And join with us in celebrating the magic of the great American
instrument: the theatre organ.

V/ALKEH
Digital

UnitOrchestra
Walker Custom Theatre Organs • 6610 Grown Lane, Zionsville PA • (610) 966-8585 • www.walkertheatreorgan.com
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It is my privilege and pleasure to welcome you to "Golden Greats," the 2005

ATOS Annual Convention, to celebrate our 50th Anniversary. While I'm

always excited about any ATOS Convention because it is necessarily our

"family reunion," a convening of our ATOS family, this one is, of course,

particularly special. We are back home, back to our birthplace, back to the

place of our founding fifty years ago.

When we look at what has happened in those fifty years — the many venues

which now have theatre organs installed and being played in them, the
quality and level of performance by our professional artists, the advent of
the digital theatre organ — none of which could have even been imagined
fifty years ago, we must simply be overwhelmed by the extent of the activity
of so many enthusiasts in the theatre organ world since our founding
fathers first met here on Tuesday evening, February 8, 1955!

While I always look forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones at

our conventions, the Members' Forum, Annual Membership Meeting, the

informative seminars, and the young artist's performances are particularly

special. This year our gracious hosts, the Los Angeles Chapter, have worked
diligently to plan a most spectacular event featuring world class artists
playing some truly magnificent instruments in a variety of outstanding
settings, in keeping with the nature and significance of this celebration.

We are back home to celebrate our first fifty years and to kick off the next

fifty in grand style by having an absolutely fantastic musical and fun time.
Please join me in savoring every moment of this most special Convention.
Now let's begin that celebration!

Fr. Cus L. Franklin

ATOS President
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It Began in Los Angeles:

Ihc founding of ATOt
Fifty years ago, on February 8, 1955, American

Theatre Organ Enthusiasts was formed in the living

room of the Richard C. Simonton home in Toluca

Lake area of North Hollywood,

California. There is a historic photo-

graph showing 31 people at that meet- w H||||||
ing. Among those attending that his-

toric meeting were organists Gordon

Kibee, Ramona Gerhardt Sutton, "Tiny"

James, and Buddy Cole. Others in that

photo include many notable theatre g ^
organ enthusiasts such as Judd Walton, i '11"= ?

Richard Vaughn, Bud Whittenburg, 1

Harvey Heck, and Mel Doner.

At that meeting Richard Simonton

was elected ATOE President with Judd

Walton Vice-President and Paul Pease

Secretary-Treasurer. Volume 1, Number -

1 of THE TIBIA (which became "

THEATRE ORGAN in 1959) was pub-

lished in the Fall of 1955. The magazine ftk
appeared quarterly. Tom B'hend was the llBijjjk
Editor and undoubtedly part of the original group.

The Simontons had a 4/36 Wurlitzer installed in

their basement theatre, the Bijou. The organ was orig

inally a Style-260 from Paramount Pictures Hollywood

Studio. Mr. Simonton enlarged the Organ to 36-ranks,

and had his cabinetmaker build a four-manual console

from drawings that he personally made of the second

console at Radio Music Hall in New York. The home

also had a large classical organ in the living room on

the main floor, assembled from a Welte console and a

variety of pipework. A small exposed Aeolian-Skinner

Positiv division sat above the doorway into the living

room. The Simonton residence was a venue at the

1987 ATOS Annual Convention in Los Angeles.

Tfiese comments are from a history of the Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society by Ralph Beaudry. Lyn Larsen pro
vided the information about the Simonton classical organ.
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First Meeting Participants
First Row ~ Seated (Left to Right): Marie Kibbee, Helena Simonton, Ramona Sutton,
Mel Doner, Keith McCaleb, Kenny Wright
Second Row - Seated (Left to Right): Jerry Sullivan, Bud Wittenberg, Francis Sullivan,
Paul Pease, Richard C. Simonton (Host and 1st President), Orrin Hostetter

Third Row - Standing (Left to Right): George "judd" Walton, Wm. Gordon "Doc" Blanchard,
Archie D. March, Jr., Roger Booth, Ray Webber, Don George, Merle Finkenbinder,
Eddie Cleveland, Lloyd Davey, Buddy Cole

Fourth Row - Standing (Left to Right): Bob Jacobus, W. "Tiny" James, Frank Bindt,
Dave Kelly, Rich Vaughn, Gordon Kibbee, Dave Barrett, Harvey Heck, Bob Olson
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