


MILWAUKEE AND MORE IN 2004

MILWAUKEE

Milwaukee is often called a Great Place on a Great Lake. It is Wisconsin’s major center of commerce,
a city famous for its festivals and parades, the home of world-class amenities such as the Milwaukee
Art Museum, a symphony orchestra, a ballet, two opera companies, and more than a dozen theatre
groups. Itisalso the home of an annual 11-day lakefront “Summerfest,” taking place during the
week of the convention—the largest music festival in the nation.

The city is situated on Lake Michigan, one of the Great Lakes and the largest body of fresh water in
the United States. While actually the third largest of the Great Lakes, it is the only one of the five
that lies entirely within the United States. The distance across Lake Michigan from Milwaukee to the
opposite side is approximately 75 miles, and gives one the feeling of standing on an ocean shore.

Although it is one of the nation’s major metropolitan centers, Milwaukee also exudes a small-town
feel and ambience. Many of Milwaukee’s settlers were of German descent, and much of the
downtown retains some of the “Old World” feel. Gemuitlichkeit, or “friendliness”, is ever present. You
will find famous restaurants that serve old world delicacies and hospitality, shopping at the Grand
Avenue Mall, and music and the arts, most within walking distance of your hotel. Many of
Milwaukee’s old downtown buildings have been saved and restored, some being converted to
apartments and condominiums. New restaurants and brew pubs have appeared, making the
downtown an entertainment and nightlife destination.

In addition, there are many other attractions near the Hilton, the hotel hosting this year’s
convention. For instance, there is the Frederick Pabst Mansion, the home of the man who developed
the beer that made Milwaukee famous, the Milwaukee Art Museum, and the Milwaukee Public
Museum, just to name a few.



WELCOME!

It is my privilege to welcome you to “Milwaukee And More in 2004,” the 49th Annual ATOS
Convention. We’ve gathered in a delightful city known for its hospitality, scenic beauty, old
world charm, and new world convenience and innovation. Our gracious hosts, the Dairyland
Chapter, have been working diligently to provide us with memorable theatre organ events —
world class artists playing some magnificent instruments in a variety of outstanding settings.

Of course, I also always view our conventions as wonderful opportunities to see old friends and
to meet new ones — all part of the ATOS family. Our Member’s Forum, Annual Membership Meeting, and
the seminars are invariably informative and worthwhile. And certainly one of the biggest thrills is hearing
the young artists perform for us.

We are in one of the Midwest’s finest cities with marvelous friends and a fantastic agenda ahead of us. It is
truly “Milwaukee and More in 2004.” Are you ready? I am!

Fr. Gus Franklin
ATOS President

On behalf of the Dairyland Theatre Organ Society, I want to welcome you to this ATOS
annual Convention “Milwaukee and More in 2004”. Milwaukee is a great place to live, and I
hope that you will have the opportunity not only to enjoy the convention activities, but to have
time to explore and see this city.

It goes without saying that to produce a convention takes a lot of dedicated people, and to all
of them I want to say a warm and genuine “thank you”!

I know that our conventioneers come from all walks of life, and from not only the US, but
from many other countries. These conventions are a chance for us all not only to experience
the theatre organ in this local setting, but an opportunity to renew acquaintances and make
new ones. Music is the common bond among people, and having so many here with the same interests
proves that.

Please do not hesitate to call on any DTOS member for assistance or information. We will be glad to help
you if we can. So, get ready for some superb music, and have a great time!

Gary Hanson, President
Dairyland Theatre Organ Society
2004 National Convention Co-Chair

Welcome! It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Milwaukee for the 2004 ATOS
national convention, hosted by the Dairyland Chapter. As you will see, we have all loosened
our ties and rolled up our sleeves to make this convention a success, and we are confident that
you will enjoy our presentation of the 49th annual ATOS convention in our wonderful city. T
would like to also take this time to remember Clint Lehnhoff. Clint was the treasurer of
Dairyland and a very big part of the success of the 2000 Convention. He unexpectedly passed
away during the 2002 holiday season. Clint and I spent many hours planning the 2004
convention. If he were still here, I know he would have contributed in many special ways.

Bill Campbell
2004 National Convention Co-Chair




PREGLOW

STEPHANIE H. WEILL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

SHEBOYGAN THEATRE

3/12 KIMBALL

MAIN

Diapason / Diaphone
Concert Flute / Bourdon
String

String Celeste

Tibia Clausa (Wurlitzer)
Vox Humana (Wurlitzer)
Trumpet (“Style D")
(Wurlitzer)

SOLO
Trumpet
Tibia

Vox Humana
Clarinet
Kinura

The Sheboygan Theatre opened on
February 28, 1928 and was built for
the Milwaukee Theatre Circuit of
Universal Pictures Corporation.
Built in a Spanish Colonial Revival
design, it had an original seating
capacity of 1,600 and boasts a so-
called “atmospheric” style providing
the effect of twinkling stars to
entertain theatre patrons.

The theatre originally had a 2-
manual 7-rank Wurlitzer “Style E”,
Opus 1828, installed in only one of
the two organ chambers. In 1978 the Wurlitzer was sold, and the theatre was purchased in
1980 by the Marcus Corporation. The new theatre owners decided to “twin” the theatre and
close the balcony. In 1989, however, the Sheboygan Community Theatre Foundation
commenced efforts to acquire the theatre. In 1996, those efforts were successful, and a
massive $9.75 million restoration of the theatre began. The theatre, now named the
Stephanie H. Weill Center For The Performing Arts, is presently home to the local Symphony
Orchestra, Youth Theatre, and other musical groups.

The 3-manual, 12-rank Kimball presently installed in the theatre was originally housed in the
Orpheum Theatre in Madison, Wisconsin. A Madison-area musician purchased the
instrument from the Orpheum and installed it in his home. The instrument was subsequently
acquired and reinstalled in its present home at the Sheboygan Theatre beginning in 2002.
The Kimball made its debut performance to a standing-room-only audience in the spring of
2003 and is being presented to a national ATOS audience for the first time during this
convention.

BRETT VALLIANT — THURSDAY MORNING

Born in 1981 in Wichita, Kansas, Brett indicated interest in the organ by age 3.
While playing by ear and taking piano lessons, he persuaded his parents to allow
organ lessons. By 11, he was playing for a church and continuing classical organ
study. At 15, he had played classical concerts and continued to play for church. After
attending a concert on the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at Century II Convention
Center in Wichita, Brett developed an immediate fascination with the instrument.

With support from Mike Coup and Patti Simon, Brett has developed his own style at
the theatre organ. He has turned down prestigious classical organ positions in order
to remain in Wichita and pursue his theatre organ interests. Recently elected

president of the Wichita Great Planes chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society, Brett attends Butler
County Community College and is organist for a busy music program at First United Methodist Church. He is
also the current artistin-residence at the Century II Convention Center.
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BIECK RESIDENCE
3/13 WURLITZER

MAIN CHAMBER Gary Bieck’s long-time dream of acquiring a

Open Diapason / Diaphone  residence pipe organ came to fruition in the
Concert Flute / Bourdon

Flute Celeste Il
Clarinet
Salicional
Salicional Celeste
Vox Humana
English Post Horn
Trumpet (Style D) /
Trombone
Tuba Horn
Tibia
Horn Diapason

Xylophone
Glockenspiel

Piano

Chimes

Chrysoglott (2)

Toy Counter & Traps

spring of 1996, with his purchase of a 2/5
Wangerin organ. The music room previously
had been used as a commercial flower shop
that was attached to his home, which had
formerly been a milk dairy. The original
Wangerin organ was installed unenclosed in
the music room. Gary became fascinated with
the Wurlitzer theatre organ when he heard one
that was installed in another Dairyland
member’s home. Gary then decided to build a pipe chamber to accommodate a
larger organ. Gary constructed a chamber that is 16 by 24 feet, with a 14-foot
ceiling. Gary wanted to put together a true theatre organ, ana in August of 1999 a
Style “D” Wurlitzer became available. In very short time, additional Wurlitzer chests
began appearing in the pipe chamber and the organ began to grow. The Wangerin
organ was sold to another private individual.

The 3-manual 13-rank Wurlitzer now playing at the Bieck Residence began its life as
a 2-manual, 6-rank “Style D” Wurlitzer Opus 1700. Originally the instrument was
installed in the Grand Theatre in Malone, New York. In 1929, it was removed and
reinstalled in Cortland, New York and was again moved and reinstalled in Geneva,
New York in 1932. Ultimately Charles Schubert bought the instrument for a home
installation that never materialized. In 2000, the instrument (without console) made
it to the home installation of Gary Bieck.

At this time, with the organ speaking into the former flower shop, it became
apparent that for acoustics and the growing number of people attending concerts, a
larger music room was needed. In May 2000, the music room was enlarged and now
measures 22 x 43 feet. The organ has continued to grow, and as pipe work becomes
available it will ultimately be complete at 18 ranks.

Those who attended the preglow to the 2000 convention will no doubt remember
visiting the home of Jim and Dorothy Petersen. Last year, the Petersens moved into
a condominium and sold their organ. Although they were unable to find a buyer for
the complete instrument, some of the pipework and the three-manual console have
now found a home at the Bieck residence.






