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il | want to add my
1 “Welcome” to the

greetings from Nor-Cal
Chapter for this, the 43"
Annual Convention of the
American Theatre Organ
Society.

The members of Nor-Cal
have been planning this
convention since the
conclusion of their last
convention in ‘91. There is a
great amount of work involved
in the preparation for an event
such as this.

The line-up of artists and
instruments promises to
provide us with a musical
experience not soon to be forgotten.

A convention is more than superb artists and organs: it is an
opportunity to attend the various seminars and make new
acquaintances. The Members’ Forum and the Annual Membership
Meeting are always informative.

On Friday afternoon we will be treated to performances by the
young artist winners who are the future of our organization. | urge
you all to join me in supporting these fine young people.

Harry Heth, President
American Theatre Organ Society
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elcome to the

Golden Gate in 98!

As host to the 1998
ATOS Convention, Nor-Cal
Theatre Organ Society
welcomes you and invites you
to share in sampling the
grandest collection of
Waurlitzer theatre instruments
in the world. Forty years ago
Nor-Cal produced ATOS' first
annual meeting with music, a
modest half-day event in Joe
Chadbourne’s Barn. The organ
was "Myrtle,” Wurlitzer Opus
909, a style "D” Wurlitzer
with two keyboards,
. augmented to nine ranks. First
installed in 1924 in Petaluma’s Hill Opera House Theatre, Myrtle
had been moved many times by the time of the first ATOS
Convention. Later, Myrtle served as the heart of the Modesto
Pizza Machine.

Myrtle serves as an example for us all; everything keeps
changing and evolving, yet the spirit remains unchanged. Of a
stupendous collection of original Bay Area theatre organs, there
remains only the little 2/6 Robert Morton in Cinema 21 in San
Francisco. The theatre organs moved from theatres into homes,
restaurants, rinks, churches and mortuaries. These new uses have
kept the art alive and nurtured the development of artists.

Today the organs are moving back to theatres, and the quality
of organs and artists has never been better. In this year’s grand
ATOS convention, Nor-Cal is pleased to be able to present all
concerts on world-class instruments in theatres. Nor-Cal TOS is
celebrating forty years of conventions. Ye Olde Pizza Joynt, the
world'’s first pipe organ pizza restaurant, is celebrating 40 years of
pizza and music. Everett Nourse, who played for Nor-Cal’s first
convention 40 years ago, returns to play for this one. So you see,
everything old is new again!
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