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| | President’s Letter

Greetings!

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Fresno and to the Thirty-Ninth Annual
National Convention of the American Theatre Organ Society. I know that you will enjoy
your stay in this California City and that you will have a great time during this convention.

The Sequoia Chapter Members, under the leadership of Tom Delay, have been
working for months to make this convention one that will be long remembered for its great
artists and for its Sequoia Chapter, please take the time to let them know how much you
appreciate all they have done to make this convention such a success.

While you are in this part of California, I urge you to take some time to visit the nearby
natural wonders, as well as the many historical sites. If you have never experienced the
spectacular scenery of the Sierra Nevada mountain areas, you have a real treat awaiting
you.

Relax, put the cares of the world aside for these few days, and enjoy the wonderful
theatre organ music and the camaraderie of your fellow ATOS members.

Best Wishes,

Vern Bickel

Greetings from the Sequoia Chapter President

Two decades ago, only one concert-ready theatre organ could be found in a public place in the area around Fresno. Thanks
primarily to Tom Delay and enthusiastie, committed erews of volunteers, there are now no fewer than five theatre pipe organs to
be found in regular use before the public in the central San Joaquin Valley, and a rare, beautiful residence Wurlitzer in a Visalia
church recently given some extra care by Sequoia ATOS members in preparation for the Fresno National. Combine all these
organs with an array of first-rate console artists, and you have the ingredients for an outstanding convention. Then add the newly-
installed and stunning Robert-Morton at the Kautz Winery up in the scenic Sierra-Nevadas, and this week will be guaranteed an
exciting finale.

Many of you now attending Fresno's first national ATOS convention were here for the regional in 1990, and we appreciated
your many kind comments about it. We welcome you back, along with all the first-time attendees, as hundreds of us convene to
enjoy our favorite solo instrument. All of us in the Sequoia Chapter are extremely proud to be hosting the 1994 National, and if
there is anything we can assist you with, don't hesitate to seek out one of us. If you need something, or just have a question
regarding the local area, we want to do all we can to make sure you enjoy the convention and have a pleasant stay.

Once again, we are glad all of you from ATOS chapters across the country and overseas can be here with our branch of the
family to enjoy what unfolds in the coming days.

Welcome to Fresno '94
Ron Musselman

President, Sequoia chapter, ATOS
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Chairman’s Letter

On behalf of the Sequoia Chapter and its members, we are very pleased you have taken the extra effort to visit Fresno for the 1994
Convention. As you all know, Fresno is not an easy site to travel to. Thus, the extra effort on your part is to be hopefully rewarded by a
FUN convention.

As you are well aware by now, Fresno can be slightly warm during the summer. Reward yourself with lots of water and iced tea! If
there are any health problems, Fresno, Visalia, and Hanford are all equipped with standard 911 emergency numbers. By knowing how
to deal with the desert heat and stay cool, all should have a fun, safe time. Please look for the "COMMITTEE" ribbons on Sequoia
members, if you have any questions.

Again, thank you for coming to this convention and we hope you full enjoy what is planned.

Thomas L. Delay

de g,

1994 Convention Chairman

Featured Organists/Organs (in order of their appearance)

Dan Bellomy

Dan will be making his seventh appearance on the 4/14 Morton in the Warnors Theatre. His
jazz is electrified by the vivid voicing found in this organ.

In California, Dan has played the Wurlitzers in Reseda's Great American Wind Machine, Pizza
and Pipes Fresno, and Capn's Galley-Pizza and Pipes Redwood City. He saw many years with
Organ Grinder, Portland and Denver, and Uncle Milt's in Vancouver, Washington.

Dan played the 1987 and 1989 National ATOS conventions as well as the 1990 Regional. He has
many recordings out on both pipe and electronic organs. Dan has come a long way sinee his first
recording in the early 1970's. His most recent, on what many may consider the finest Wurlitzer in
its original home, Long Island University (ex-Brooklyn Paramount Theatre), is nothing short of astounding.

Dan now resides with his wife Tina in Massachusetts. In addition to his concert work, Dan finds time to give lessons and
musical arrangements.
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At the ripe old age of 13, Jim heard his first theatre pipe organ. School experience with choirs
taught him the basics of blending voices and timbres into an ensemble. His concerts always
display a playing style that is never ordinary, yet has basic roots in true-blue "old-time" theatre
organ. His is a modern, fresh, version of the past era and music of the theatre organ.

Jim can be classed among the rare breed of musician—a full time theatre organist. He plays
regularly for the Stanford Theatre in Palo Alto, California and is house organist for the famed
Oakland Paramount Theatre. Jim, as did so many, got his start playing stints at the late,
lamented, Avenue Theatre in San Francisco. Where a good quality theatre organ is found, Jim
has played there.

He has done concert tours in the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. This will be Jim's sixth concert for a National
Convention of the ATOS. He musically set ablaze the 1983 Convention with his concert at the Avenue Theatre. Jim and wife
Janice, now with daughter Georgia make their home in Walnut Creek, California. Jim's hobbies include cooking, lapidary,
collecting of fountain pens and pencils, and enjoying a brew of San Francisco's own Anchor Steam.

Lew Williams

A native of Lafayette, Louisiana, Lew began playing the organ at the age of 10. At Texas
Christian University he majored in organ. While at TCU, he won several playing competitions
played many recitals and graduated with a bachelor of Music degree and Performer's Certificate
in Organ.

Following the guidance of his professor, Emmet G. Smith, Lew went to Europe for a year,
studying organ improvisation with Pierre Segond at the conservatory of Geneva, Switzerland.

Returning to the United States, Lew entered Southern Methodist University on a full
scholarship. Shortly afterwards, he played his first theatre organ concert for the ATOS.

From 1979 until 1987, Lew was Staff Organist for the Organ Stop Pizza restaurant in Phoenix, Arizona. He also appears as
time permits at the Organ stop in Mesa. He has toured the United Kingdom five times and plays often for both the AGO and
ATOS. In 1988 he was ATOS "Organist of the Year".
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