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Complete Schedule of Events

Friday, October 9, 1987
2-5 pm

6:30 pm

8:00 pm

Registration at the Buffalo Hilton Hotel

No-host Welcoming Cocktail Reception, Petite Lobby, Shea's Buffalo Theatre

LYN LARSEN, Shea's Buffalo's restored 4/28 Wurlitzer

Saturday, October 10
10:00 am

1:15 pm

3:00 pm

9:00 pm

WALT STRONY, Holy Trinily Lutheran Church, Buffalo, 5/140 Moller

DENNIS JAMES with Thom Gall, First Universalist Church, Rochester, 3/13 Hope-Jones Opus 2

RON RHODE, Auditorium Theatre, Rochester, 4/22 Wurlitzer

DWIGHT THOMAS, Shea's Buffalo Theatre, 4/28 Wurlitzer

Sunday, October 11
9-11:30 am Open Console, Shea's Buffalo Theatre, sign-up required

1:00 pm ROBERT WOLFE, Riviera Theatre, North Tonawanda, 3/20 Wurlitzer

3:30 pm Stop at old Wurlitzer factory complex for exterior photos.

7:30 pm HECTOR OLIVERA, Public Concert, Shea's Buffalo Theatre

10:00 pm No-host Cocktail Party, Le Club, Buffalo Hilton Hotel

Monday, October 12 (optional)
Niagara Falls Afterglow

Five-hour escorted tour of the famous scenic attraction, including stops on both Canadian and American sides, lunch atop
an observation tower. Proof of citizenship required to enter Canada.
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Message from
the Convention Chairman

I would like to take this opportunity to "roll out the red carpet" and
welcome you to Buffalo and the 1987 Regional Convention "Shuffle
Off to Buffalo".
There are many fine theatre organ installations across the country

and we feel that Western New York, by no means, should be left out.
This is why we have extended to you this invitation to be with us this
weekend. My committee and I have left no stone unturned in making
sure the time you spend with us will be memorable and that, when you
leave us, you will have a "warm spot" in your heart for Buffalo,
Western New York, and their history, rich in theatre organs.

If you should hove any questions or problems, please feel free to
contact me or any one of my committee. We will be more than happy
to assist you in any way we can.

All the organs have been tuned, the spotlights are all in place, so sit
back, relax, and most of all, ENJOYII

Timothy M. Schramm
President, Buffalo Area Chapter
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Message from the President

On behalf of the officers and board of directors of the American
Theatre Organ Society, welcome to Buffalo, New York and the
Northeast Regional Convention "Shuffle Off to Buffalo." The Buffalo
Area Chapter has been working long and hard to provide you with
some great organs and organists in the Buffalo Area. There are
always many people who will be up late at night making sure that the
organs are in tip-top condition, who captain buses, co-ordinate events
and registration, and many more who ore neccessary for a convention
of this type to run smoothly. To all involved, we say thank you.
People attending a convention come from all walks of life, but there

is one thing in common: the enjoyment of the theatre organ and its
music. It is a time for us to renew acquaintances and to make new
friends.

Thank you all for coming. I hope you enjoy the convention, and keep
on supporting the American Theatre Organ Society, its chapters, its
members, and its objectives.

Sincerely yours.
Jack Moelmann, President



Shea's Buffalo
4/28 Wurlitzer

There have been, over the years, theatre
organ concerts which, through some
magic interaction of time, place and
performer, have become legendary.
Some, indeed, hove become so almost
before the blowers cooled off; tope
recordings pass from collector to collector
in on envelope of reverence and awe,
there being an awareness that the
recordist that day preserved for all time
a special moment that will never occur
again.
The phrase "Pearl White at Shea's

Buffalo" pinpoints one of these moments
for theatre organ fans. One midnight
during the 1964 Association of Theatre
Organ Enthusiasts (ATOE) convention,
that diminutive Chicago organist cut loose
on the almost-forgotten pipe organ and
stopped the convention cold. Port of the
magic of that moment was the glorious
sound of the long-neglected 4/28
Wurlitzer, patched together for the
occasion with little more than love and
hope by a small volunteer crew.
Sadly, restoration hod to be

abandoned and the Shea's organ lay
helpless but not forgotten for ten more
years, sustaining almost terminal
damage in that time.

AAichael Shea, an iron worker who was
to become the Sid Groumon of Western
New York, opened his first Music Hall on
Clinton Street, Buffalo in 1 882. Other
theatres followed, and then the
Wurlitzers. A 2/6 Style 160 was installed
in his North Pork Theatre in 1920. In

1922 he had 3/15 Style 260 Specials
installed in his Buffalo and Toronto
Hippodromes. Then, in 1925, Shea told
Farny Wurlitzer that he wanted only the
best for his new showpiece on Main
Street. He referred to the Wurlitzer he
hod just heard at the Uptown in
Chicago, saying he wanted the same
thing but with lots of strings. For $72,500
he got on identical organ, number 1206,
a Style 285 Special—"Special" meaning
no Echo Division (what a sound that
might have made!). It left the factory on
November 30, 1925 and made its first
public appearance on January 16, 1926
with Lloyd G. Del Castillo at the console.

Wurlitzer, who rarely tonally finished
their organs, sent their two top voicers,
Joseph Corruthers and James Nuttall, to
finisfi the Shea's organ. The huge, high
ceilinged interior gave them plenty of
room to bring out the best in it. It was the
largest in the area and its proximity to
the factory mode it an ideal
demonstration instrument. Some say it
was Michael Shea who insisted that they
finish it.

One of the finest intact original movie
places in the country. Shea's Buffalo is
the largest and most beautiful in the
state outside New York City. It was
designed by C.W. and George Ropp of
Chicago, with interior design by Tiffany
Studios of New York. Italian marble walls

and Czechoslovakian crystal chandeliers
abound in the Americanized Louis XIV

decor, giving it a warm and understated
elegance. Built over one year at a cost of
almost S2 million, the theatre was
opened with 4001 seats, has a 50' ■>' 66'
proscenium opening and is 89 foot high
to the dome Reciiicinaed for nioie
l(;giooni dov/nstairs, the ihecitie novy
scats 3184.

Friends of the Buffalo Theatre, formed
in early 1975 by the theatre's then chief
engineer L. Curt Mangel in an effort to
save the foreclosed-upon palace, almost
considered junking the organ, it was in
such bad shape. But not even
mushrooms growing amid plaster-filled
pipes in the Solo Chamber could put
them off. Memories of that glorious
sound unleashed in 1964 won out, and
today we enjoy the result of ten years of
costly, painstaking and loving restoration
carried on in sometimes less than ideal,
sometimes desperate, financial and
operational circumstances. Organ-
builder Allen Miller directed the organ's
restoration. Financial help came from
federal, state and private grants from
the City of Buffalo, Erie County and the
Wendt Foundation.

Through the efforts of the Friends, the
theatre was placed on the Notional
Register of Historic Places in 1975.

On April 27, 1984, the organ was
officially rededicated with Lyn Larsen at
the console and Jack Bethards and the
Shea's Buffalo Orchestra on stage.
Several organ concerts a year are
produced by the present Shea's
management, with maintenance still
provided by members of Buffalo Area
Chapter.


