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Message from the National president

On behalf of your national officers and Board of Directors, 1 want to wel-
come you to this, the 31st National Convention of the American Theatre

Organ Society- We are indeed fortunate to have been invited to Richmond,
Virginia, this year. Richmond is in the heart of the original English colonies,
and has been 2 very profound part of the history and heritage which have
made the United States of America the great country that it is. T hope that you
will take the opportunity not only €O enjoy the convention activities, but t0
look around and see the history of this great area.

The newly-formed Virginia Chaptet took on the big task of hosting this
year’'s convention. They have worked long and hard, and we até here to enjoy
the fruits of those plans. A big THANK yOU goes to all of the people who
have worked s0 hard on ensuring that this will be the best convention yet-
who will be in the forefront of the convention, but there are
many, many more who will be up late at night, making sute that the organs

are in tip-top condition and that the convention runs smoothly. We want to

thank them alll
Our conventioneers come from all walks of life, all parts of the United

States and from many of our allied countries. This is a chance for you not
only to experience the theatre 0rgan in this local setting, but also an opportun”
ity to renew acquaintances and make new ones. This is our annual opportunity
to get together, 2 time when out day-to-day social and work presssures are
forgotten, 4 time when we cal socialize with friends who have one common
denominator, the music of the theatre organ!1 have always felt that music is
the common thread among the peoples of the carth, and these conventions
prove that.

Your officers and directors are here to help you in any way we can. You
elected us, and we want to Jive up to the crust you have given us. Enjoy the

convention, the are: and the friendship of ATOS.

gincerely,

Jack Moelmann
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Message from the Host
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Chapter President:

It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone
attending the 1986 ATOS Convention on
behalf of the Officers, Board of Directors, Con-
vention Committee, and all members of the
Virginia Theatre Organ Society. We sincerely
hope that all will have a wonderful time here in
the Old Dominion. Many of our members have
worked long and hard to plan and prepare the
program you will hear. Our dedicated technical
crew has also put in many long hours to bring
the theatre organs here in Richmond to the best
possible condition for your enjoyment.

The VTOS has only very recently become a
chapter of ATOS and we are proud to be able
to host this year’s National Convention. Rich-
mond cannot boast of a large number of thea-
tre organs, but we do have two of the most

famous original Wurlitzer installations in the
world. We are dedicated to preserving these
valuable instruments so that not only can we
enjoy them now but also many generations to
come will know the exquisite sound of the thea-
tre pipe organ.

We hope you will thoroughly enjoy your stay
here in the Richmond area. Please do not hesi-
tate to call on any VTOS member for assistance
or information. We will be glad to help if we
can.

So get ready for some really superb music
and HAVE A GREAT TIME!

VIRGINIA THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY
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Paul W. Harris, President

A Message from the
Convention Comittee

On behalf of the American Theatre Organ
Society, we in the Virginia Theatre Organ
Society are delighted to welcome you to Con-
vention ’86 in Richmond, and hope that you
have an enjoyable stay in our capital city. We
have tried to plan a schedule that allows you to
enjoy the finest in theatre organ music, to
renew old acquaintances and to make new
friends.

We are quite proud of our two original
installation Wurlitzers in the Byrd and Mosque
Theatres and think you will find them in excel-
lent condition. Altough the Carpenter Center
organ is not playing for the convention, we do
want you to visit this magnificent theatre which
has recently been restored.

Since our last convention update, we have
been able to plan a few surprises for you at the
banquet and pre-banquet cocktail party! If you
haven’t bought a banquet ticket, you might
want to do so!

Again, on behalf of ATOS and your host
chapter, WELCOME! Enjoy your stay and have
a good time in the Capital of Southern
Hospitality.
Cordially,

P
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David Barnett

Convention Co-Chairman

JMW

Davis Heatwole
Convention Co-Chairman




'I;e Byrd Theatre, a Virginia Historic Land-
mark located at 2908 West Cary Street in
Richmond, was designed in the style of an
opera house, is richly decorated in the Italian
Rococo style and boasts a magnificent two-ton
Czechoslovakian chandelier. It is recognized as
perhaps the best-preserved example of a neigh-
borhood movie palace. Since the Byrd opened,
it has been cared for by management respectful
of the grandeur of the little palace, and has held
a warm spot in the hearts of Richmonders as a







