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OVERTURE
Sat., July?

•

CONVENTION
Sun., July 8-

Thurs., July 12
•

ENCORE
Fri., July 13



THE THEATRE ORGAN IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Southern California still remains one of the leading theatre organ centers of the world. Here
it is possible to hear a variety of instruments representing the major builders of these magnificent
music makers. Some of the instruments are the Wiltern Kimball, Shrine Civic Auditorium Moller

(and in December, the Pasadena Civic Auditorium Foort/BBC Moller), Catalina Island Casino

Theatre Page, Elks Building Robert-Morton concert/theatre organ, and a great variety of Wur-
litzers, including the Los Angeles Orpheum, San Gabriel Civic, Pasadena Crown, and San Syl-
mar Museum, plus the hybrid Welte/Page Wurlitzer Koons Motorcycle Shop organ.

There are many residence instruments that are available in a limited way to add to the en
joyment of organ music.

In San Diego, the Fox Theatre Robert-Morton, California Theatre and Kearney Mesa Pizza
Parlor Wurlitzers, plus the outdoor Austin organ in Balboa Park offer buffs in that region their
share of listening pleasure.

Theatres that still retain instruments are settings of nostalgic enchantment for silent film
presentations, making possible a return to the golden age of the theatre pipe organ. In these
palaces of the twenties and thirties it is the true reproduction of pipe organ sound unmolested
by the flight of time.

The future still holds promise for continuance of in-theatre installations as they exist today
in this area. Restaurant installations—there are presently two of them—provide public exposure
almost constantly, and this facet of theatre organ will undoubtedly be expanding in the near
future.

Thus the theatre organ today is alive and vibrant in Golden Southern California and shows
no signs of fading into oblivion. Lower attendance has been noted recently at some concert
events, but those that are properly advertised draw near capacity audiences or fill auditoriums
to make the events financially attractive to artist and sponsor alike.

ATOS leads in keeping the theatre organ alive by virtue of its many chapters. Where the
organization is not represented, there are in some situations large independent organ clubs
that accomplish the same purpose.

Between organ clubs, and pizza parlors to please the public and interest youngsters in
the King of Instruments, there appears to be a bright, bright future for the theatre organ.



JOHN LEDWON

Chairman Convention '79

V.

>

GREETINGS
On behalf of the Los Angeles and San Diego Chapters

of ATOS, we proudly present the Twenty-fourth Annual
Convention of the American Theatre Organ Society, Con
vention 79.

For the past fifteen months a committee of over thirty-
five members have worked diligently to present what we
hope will be the most outstanding convention ever.

Al l aspects of this convention have been designed with
your optimum enjoyment in mind: twenty-four artists from
all facets of the organ world playing twenty-one superlative
instruments; a unique transportation system employing
road, rai l and water travel; one of the most unique hotels
in the country as our convention headquarters; and a won
derful bit of nostalgia . . . and an almost totally untouched
community out of the 1920's. . . Avalon on Santa Catalina
Island.

We're proud of Convention '79, we hope you share in
our pride and enthusiasm. It's your convention, remenisce,
renew old friendships, make new ones . . . and above al l ,
enjoy!

Lois Segur, San Diego John Ledwon, Los Angeles

LOIS SEGUR
Chairman, San Diego Day



SATURDAY, JULY 7

REGISTRATION

12:00 Noon to 8:00 p.m.

NO HOST

COCKTAIL PARTY

5:00-7:30 p.m.

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER

AMERICAN THEATRE ORGAN

SOCIETY PRESENTS

OVERTURE
STARRING

GEORGE WRIGHT

HOTEL BONAVENTURE

SAN GABRIEL

CIVIC AUDITORIUM

8:30 p.m.


