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NATIONAL CONVENTION

ASSOCIATION OF THEATER ORGAN ENTHUSIASTS

July 3-8 Toronto - Buffalo - Rochester - Syracuse

Hosts: The Niagara Frontier Chapter ATOE
- home of -

The Wurlitzer Factory

The Marr and Colton Factory

The Hope Jones Organ Company

Lowell Ayars

Colin Corbett

Reginald Foort

Tom Grierson

Leonard McClain

Arthur Melgier

FEATURED ORGANISTS

Allen Mills

Francis Pilecki

Tommy Sheen

Jack Ward

Pearl White

And many other fine artists, not scheduled.

HISTORICAL TALKS

Dr. A. I. McHose

Bryant G. Parsons

Farney Wurlitzer

Eastman School of Music

Organ Builder

Program produced by Niagara Frontier Chapter ATOE
members Fred Dise, Richard Neidich and Danny Schultz.

Cover photo: RKO Palace, Rochester, New York.

Additional copies of this souviner booklet can be obtained
from Laura Thomas, Secretary NFCATOE, 3534 Bowen
Road, Lancaster, N.Y. at $2.00 each PP.



SHEA' S BUFFALO THEATER

642 Main Street Buffalo, N.Y.
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In association with Publix Theater Corp., Mike
Shea opened this 4000-seat, 2 l/2 million dollar
theatre in January, 1926.

Lloyd G. Castillo, organist, was brought to Buffalo
for the opening. Other organists who have played
there are: Tom Grierson, Harold Ramsay, Henry B.
Murtagh, Herbie Koch, Jesse Crawford, Eddie Weaver
and Arthur Melgier.

The entrance arch is 7 stories high and its dec
orations include a bronze marquee, a colonnade of
veined marble on a black and gold base, a scintil
lating expanse of mirrors, draperies and sculptures
and oil paintings.

The stage and proscenium arch are the largest
outside New York and Chicago. There are moving
platforms for both orchestra and organ console.
The finely equipped stage included a radio broad
casting studio. The mural paintings in the theatre
are well worth the particular attention of visitors
to the Buffalo Theatre.

The organ, at the time it was installed (Dec.-Jan,
1925-26) was the largest theatre pipe organ built
by Wurlitizer and is still the largest in New York
State outside New York City. Of its 2,035 pipes,

the largest are the 32* Diaphones which are 3 l/2*
wide. There are ten 16' extensions, 14 tremiilants,

and several unusual sets of pipes. Foremost of
these are an English Post Horn, 16' and 8' , and a
Tuba Mirabilis, both on 25" wind. The Krumet,

a Hope Jones invention, similar to a kinura but with
more body, is another unique set of pipes in this
organ. The Harmonic Flute is the only example in
New York State outside New York City by Wurlitzer.

Those responsible for the restoration of the organ
are many but those who have been foremost in the
project are: Dave Vanderhook, Irv Toner, Herb
Schmidt, John Spalding and Dick Britton.

Special thanks go to the Loew* s theatre chain and
to the Buffalo Theatre manager, Mr. Frank Arena
for allowing the restoration and use of the organ.
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Shea's Buffalo Theatre

WURLITZER THEATRE PIPE ORGAN

Opus 1206 4 Manuals
28 Ranks

MAIN CHAMBER (lower left)

Tuba Profunda Viol d' Orchestre Salicional

Horn Diapason Viol Celeste Krumet

Clarinet Open Diapason Dulciana
Concert Flute Chrysoglott

FOUNDATION CHAMBER (upper left)

Diaphonic Diapason Tibia Clausa

Tibia Plena Harmonic Flute

Vox Humana

SOLO CHAMBER ( lower right)

Solo String Gamba Quintadena
Brass Trumpet Gamba Celeste Vox Humana

Brass Saxaphone Orchestral Oboe (solo type)
Tibia Clausa Oboe Horn

Plus traps and tuned percussions

BRASS CHAMBER (upper right)

Tuba Mirabilis English Post Horn Piano


