CARNEGIE CINEMA PROBE

This Is The Final Issue
Of This Publncatnon

This is the final issue of The Con-
sole.Decision to suspend the publica-
tion was reached following thorough
study of having someone or a group
take over complete circulation and
distribution of the magazine. It was
determined The Console would not
be financially strong enough to
implement such a plan, nor is the
prospect of securing enough added
circulation toinsure continued publi-
cation feasible.

Launched as a hobby in 1962, the
publication eventually became self-
supporting in its production and distribu-
tion costs. Being a voluntary effort, it
was never designed to pay salaries.

With loss of the voluntary help and
the inflated cost of hiring personnel to
take charge of distribution/circulation,
to continue publication would necessi-
tate adding no less than 600 new sub-
scribers, to bring circulation uwp to
2,000, and doubling the subscription
price from $12 to $24 annually.

There has been a heartwarming flow
of mail from readers who have
expressed willingness to pay more for
the publication, and from many who
have offered to volunteer their help in
keeping the magazine afloat. This has
been greatly appreciated, but it would
not resolve the on-going need for added
subscribers and independent operation
of the circulation/distribution end of the
publication.

Because of its limited readership,

—See FINAL, Page 48—

New York Organist
Hampton Dead at 45

Calvin Hampton, 45, well-known
New York organist died August 7 in
New York City, it was reported. Details
about the cause of death were not avail-
able at press time.

Avenue Theatre
May Shutter

Inflation is being felt at the Avenue
Theatre, San Frn.ncuco s anr.l the

‘house. The famed organ spot faces
possible :huttermg due to a second
impending rent increase inless thana

year. Investigation of a plan to
transfer managment to California
Photoplay Society, a tax exempt non-
profit corporation, would possibly
save the theatre from going dark. A
note on the current program adver-
tisement states: "If you could help us
to save the Avenue as the nation’s
last silent film presentation house,
please contact a member of our
.tdf ”
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ATOS To Take
Richmond In 86

It's old hat about how Grant went
South in the old 60s (1800, that is)
and took Richmond. Well, in '86 the
same city will be taken, but in a way
that's nice and musical —ATOS will
be hosted by organ buffs of that
gracious city for their annual organ
convention.

Dallas Club Installs
Organ In Theatre

Members of North Texas Chapter
ATOS in Dallas are currently installing
the former Old Mill Theatre's Style 235
Waurlitzer in the Lakewood Theatre, a
neighborhood house. Chambers are
behind the screen, and the console wall
placed on its own elevator; the lift has
been donated by Nola and Mark
Kenning.

The club also owns the former 4/21
Loew's Jersey Theatre Robert-Morton.

SEE

PAGE
SIX

Big Fire Will Be Set In
Detroit On November 4

Tech Book Will
Be Complex Job

Before a single page of the propos-
ed Technical Manual can be printed,
there will be an extensive project un-
der way to prepare an outline cover-
ing the many subjects needed by be-
ginners which will enable them to
undertake erecting their own pipe
organs.

Dr. Malin Dollinger, who has only
recently completed his own installa-
tion, is already at work preparing an
initial outline for the proposed book.
He invites any interested parties to
send him their ideas of what should
be included in the tome and the order
in which it would best serve those
who want to set up their own instru-
ments. Letters should be sent to his
home, 700 Via Somonte, Palos Ver-
des Estates, Calif. 90505.

LATOS Agrees
To Host '87
ATOS Conclave

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
Board of Directors at their August meet-
ing approved in principle the agreement
to host the 1987 National ATOS Con-
vention in Los Angeles. A special meet-
ing will be held during September to
discuss the event and make preparations
to enter into a contract with National
officials.

TECHNICIAN HONORED—Allen Miller, Connecticut organ builder, was
honored recently for his contributions to the restoration of the 4/28 Wurlitzer
organ as Organ Restoration Consultant and Tonal Finisher at Shea’s Buffalo
Theatre. Maureen Wilke, Shea's executive, presented the engraved silver
plaque to Miller at the ATOS '84 Convention in Indianapolis. ATOS National
President Rex Koury witnessed the presentation.

(See story on Page Three)

by Dorothy Van Steenkiste

Hallelujah... Hallelujah
November 4th there will be a 'big
fire’ in Detroit.

After seven years of sheer determi-
nation, hard work, dedication and
effort, the 'dream’ of Motor City
Theatre Organ Society members to
be able to say "We really do own and
operate our own theatre” will
become a reality. Target date for the
second and final balloon payment is
November 1st. All monies for this
mortgage burning event have been
set aside and plans for celebration are
being made.

Our Redford Theatre has become
known as a family-oriented movie
house, featuring wholesome entertain-
ment for both young and old. Our bi-
weekly movie series—with organ
overtures and intermissions—features
popular musicals and older well-known
film classics. Monthly concerts from Fall
through Spring feature nationally-
—See FIRE, Page 53—

Hawaii Historic
Theatre Paper Is
Still Available

Historic Hawaii Foundation has pub-
lished in Historic Hawaii News, Febru-
ary 1984, a history of Island Cinemas.
The feature, authored by Robert C.,
Schmitt, has five and one-half pages of
text and photos. According to Patricia
A. Avery, in tie Education/Develop-
ment department, there are approxi-
mately 50 copies of this issue remaining.
The cost per copy is $1 and may be
ordered from Historic Hawaii Founda-
tion, 119 Merchant Street, Honolulu,
Hawaii 96813.

Morton Rises To
Grand Occasion

Restoration of the Robert-Morton
pipe organ installed in the Wilma Thea-
tre, Missoula, Montana, was celebrated
on May 20 when it was featured for the
first time in its history with full symphony
orchestra. And, for the first time in its
history, it rose to stage level on its own
platform lift.

According to a note sent to Claramae
Turner Hoffman by Eddie Sharp and
Bob Schatze, who are associated with
the Wilma, the theatre was packed and
the "audience went wild with a standing
ovation.”

Organ Buff Hoffman several years
ago stopped in at the theatre while in the
area and played the Morton. The two
men sent her a postcard telling her about
the fancy debut and urging her to
"please come play it again now that it
sounds so great!”
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Concert Bureau Will
Have Different Name

Service rendered by The Console Concert Bureau has been recognized and
applanded by various organ groups, including ATOS chapters. In a substantial,
appreciative manner, Western Reserve Chapter of Cleveland, Ohio, acknowl-
edged help derived in programming. This was acknowledged by the unit's
Concert Chairman in a letter to Bureau Coordiantor Ralph Beadry in which
there was enclosed a check of $25 to help offset expenses invelved in the
operation of the project.

New Name Soon

The bureau name will under go change to International Theatre Organ
Concert Bureau effective September 13t following suspension of The Console
and will operate as an independent agency for use by all artists and concert

producing groups who wish to make use of its services.

Text of the letter to Beaudry noted—
"The Board of Directors of the Western
Reserve Theatre Organ Society has
authorized its Treasurer to send $25 to
The Console Concert Bureau

"Our Concert Chairman, Claude B.
Hawks, Jr., has found the Bureau'’s pub-
lication very useful in his planning for
concerts.

"Accordingly, there is enclosed a
Western Reserve Theatre Organ
Society check for $25 payable to The
Console Concert Bureau,” the letter
read. It was signed by Vernon A. Webs-
ter, Treasurer.

Launched Year Ago

First announced in the July '83 issue
of The Console, as a challenge to
anyone who would assume control of its
operation, The Console Concert Bureau
was launched officially the following
month when Ralph Beaudry, well-
known Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society member, agreed to take over
administration of the bureau.

Within the year that it has been oper-
ating the bureau has become a recog-
nized need and has served many artists
and concert producing groups. Its roll
will be expanded as more names are
added to the artist and group rosters.

As noted above, the change in name
to International Theatre Organ Concert
Bureau will be made September Ist after
the final issue of The Console is distrib-
uted so that the bureau may continue to
operate as an independent agency for all
artists and producing groups.

It will be funded by Ralph Beaudry
and Tom B‘hend, Console Publisher,
and any contributions from those who
may wish to help finance the project,
until such time that some manner can be
devised to take care of its expenses. The
venture will be a non-profit enterprise
and, hopefully, staffed by volunteers to
help promote theatre organ on a world
wide basis.

Strony Inks Paper
To Play Barton At
Ebell Nov. 24th

Organist Waller Strony has been
signed to play the premiere concert
which will open Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society’'s 3/12 Barton pipe
organ in the Wilshire Ebell Theatre
November 24. Plans for the gala even-
ing tentatively call for a formal dinner-
/dance to be included providing enough
reservations can be obtained for the
event.

FRESNO BASH
SET FOR OCT.

A second Fresno Bash has been
scheduled under a three-chapter
ATOS arrangement for October 5,6
and 7. At present there are no plans
to operate a bus or mini buses for
those attending from Los Angeles. It
will also be necessary to arrange indi-
vidual motel accomodations. Com-
plete information for LATOS
members may be obtained by calling
Ralph Beaudry at (818) 980-7544.

Y

TREASURE HOUSE —Impress

ed by what he saw during a 1983 tour of San

L

Sylmar Museum in California, Jasper San Fillippo returned to his Barrington,
Ilinois residence full of ideas. Within little over a year those ideas have
materialized into what is undoubtedly one of the finest collections of mechani-
cal musical instruments, a large Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ, a complete
English Pub, an old time gambling casino (with pressed tin (now made of
aluminum), model steam engines (not locomotives), and hand cranked movie
machines that once jammed carnivals and amusement centers. Work is fever-
ishly underway to have the dedication day sometime in September. In the
photo above Steve Adams talks to Chris Feiereisen, who is working on organ
traps and percussions out of sight of the camera, and Robert Bron, a visitor,
looks on.

personality Dave Wagner will play the

Two Organists At
Detroit Fox Oct.7

Downtown Theatre Enthusiasts,
the resident volunteer group at
Detroit's Fabulous Fox Theatre,
presents a Sunday Matinee of Silent
Comedy Classics on October 7 at
3pm. Primary objective is to benefit
the continual effort to restore and
maintain the Mighty 4/36 Wurlitzer.

The Enthusiasts also seek to pro-
vide a unique opportunity for the
public to experience theatre-going at
the Fabulous Fox as it was fiveand a
half decades ago. They are also striv-
ing to prove that there still is worth-
while entertainment to be enjoyed by
the entire family in downtown
Detroit.

Starring Gaylord Carter at the con-
sole of the big Wurlitzer, the program is
typical of that of the 20s. Featured will
be one of Disney's first animated car-
toons, Puss In Boots; musical interludes;
Harold Lloyd in Billy Blazes, Esq.
(1924); and the main attraction, Buster
Keaton in Steamboat Bill.

As an added attraction, WQRS radio

3/12 Moller organ in the Grand Lobby
before and after the show and during

intermission.

Tickets are $5 unreserved. Mail
orders may be obtained by sending
check or money order and stamped, self-
addressed return envelope to Downtown
Theatre Enthusiasts, 586 Shenandoah,
Clawson, Michigan 48017. Orders
received after Oct. 1 will be held at the
Fox Theatre Box Office. Tickets may be
purchased at Smiley Bros. Music Co.

Miller Given
Tech Award

Theatre Organ Technicians can take
heart that they do win recognition every
now and then. One such person to be so
honored recently is Allen Miller, who is
well known in several organ building
roles—that of former executive of the
Austin Organ Company, and more re-
cently in the capacity of being his own
boss. He has won recognition in the latt-
er capcity from Shea's Buffalo Theatre.

Miller was in charge from the start of
the restoration project for the 4/28 Wur-
litzer organ which started in 1978. He
was responsible for revising specifica-
tions, material selection, coordiantion of
sub-contractors, advising and training
volunteers, console and multiplexing re-
lay wiring, rewinding, replacement of
missing and damaged parts, and the fin-
al voicing and re-regulation of the instru-
ment.

Over 50 vlunteers worked on the pro-
ject, and over $100,000 was spent on
materials, new parts and professional re-
storation of the console, regulators, and
pipework. Some of the volunteers spent
full 40 hour weeks on the project for
many months. Miller spent the last eight
months supervising and working on site.

The 3,187-seat theatre has incredible
acoustics and the organ is a perfect
match for the building. The final results
are absolutely spectacular.

Miller's silver plaque, which was pre-
sented to him during the recent ATOS
National Convention in Indianapolis by
Maureen Wilke, an executive of Shea's
Theatre, is inscnbed The Spotlight
Committee/Shea’s Buffalo Theater/
presents the/Silver Marquee Award/to/
Allen Miller/who,through his talent &
expertise gave voice to the Mighty Waur-
litzer Organ/"Welcome Back Wurlit-
zer'’/Re-dedication Concert/4-27-84".

Also etched into the plaque is the
theatre’s marquee and vertical sign.

Save Hawaii Palace

Honolulu’s venerable and ornate
Hawaii Theatre will become a perform-
ing arts center and its 4/16 Robert-
Morton organ will remain, it was leamed
this month.

Tampa Theatre Has

Another Wurlitzer
Installation of the 3/12 Wurlitzer in
the Tampa Theatre, Tampa, Florida, is
well underway. The left chamber has
been winded. The theatre originally was

stores, or Hammell Music Co. stores.

THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM?
Mangel, Chicago Group Planning To
Refurbish, Operate Uptown Theatre

Curt Mangel, who has managed Shea's Buffalo Theatre, and just recently quita
similar position at the Denver Paramount Theatre, is reported to be working with a
group of Chicago people to take over the cavernous Uptown Theatre.

It is said the group plans to refurbish the big house and present shows there.
Considering the present state of the movie palace, it is estimated many millions of
dollars will have to be expended to bring the building up to code, restore and furnishit.
It is also rumored the group will purchase the original 4/26 Wurlitzer that was
installed when the theatre first opened. It is presently owned by Tommy Stark who
has a sale price of $80,000 on the instrument.

—The Console 3 July/August 1984—

equipped with a 2/8 Wurlitzer.




Erwin, Schwing Responsible For
Carnegie Debacle, States Godfrey

As in most disputes, there are usually two sides to be considered. No
exception is the current fracus involving Carnegie Cinema, Lee Erwin, Don
Schwing, the New York Theatre Organ Society and its former Chairman

Robert Godfrey.

Godfrey has written his version of
events leading up to the ousting of Lee
and Schwing, and, for a time, clouding
the future of the Ben Hall Wurlitzer
which is installed in the theatre. It is the
safeguarding of this instrument that is of
paramount concern to theatre organ
buffs, and in particular ATOS National,
owner of ‘Little Mother’ Wurlitzer.

It must also be noted that a third side
has entered the picture in the form of an
anonymous letter which is most uncom-
plementary in contents to some of the
parties involved. It cannot be published
since the author was apparently lacking
enough courage to sign it.

Godfrey's explanation follows:

"l am writing to express my extreme
distress over the New York Theatre
Organ Society and myself being menti-
oned rather unflatteringly as part of an
article concerning the current state-of-
affairs at Carnegie Hall Cinema (Hall
Organ Still Is In Carnegie Cinema,
page 6)in the May 1984 issue of The
Console. Just to set the record straight, I
finished serving as NYTOS chairmanin
January 1983.

"Your assertion that ”All the difficul-
ties with Geffen stem from a series of
decisions made by New York Chapter
ATOS during the administration of Bob
Godfrey,” has no basis in fact and is
utterly without merit.

"The fact of the matter is that Sid
Geffen, operator of Camegie Hall
Cinema, has been at odds with Lee
Erwin and Donald Schwing for as long
as | can rmember. As NYTOS chair-
man, and prior to the "Claridge 2/10
Wourlitzer (not 3/10 as stated in the arti-
cle) ever being heard of; | was person-
ally invited to a meeting between Erwin,
Schwing and Geffen because Mr. Geffen
was not pleased with the way Mr. Erwin
and Mr. Schwing handled themselves at
Camegie Hall Cinema. Mr. Geffen
insisted on my attendance at this meet-
ing because he was “sick of talking to
Lee Erwin” and wanted "to talk to some
other (any other!) representative from
ATOS.”

"] was reduced to an observer, as the
"meeting” quickly heated-up to a shout-

Famed Hall
Abode Gutted

One of the best known theatre organ
addresses at one time was 181 Chris-
topher Streét, New York City. It was the
residence of Ben Hall, famous organ-
/theatre buff, and comprised two stories
of a loft building. The second story had a
roof garden which overlooked the river.
The building is currently being gutted
and remodeled and possibly will be
made . into three or four apartments
instead of the single spacious apartment
in which Hall resided.

ing match between Erwin, Schwing and
Geffen which resulted in us being
thrown-out of his office. Before leaving,
Mr. Geffen asked me to meet with him
privately (i.e. without FErwin and
Schwing) to discuss additional utiliza-
tion of the Ben Hall Organ "by persons
other than Lee Erwin.”

At Erwin's and Schwing’s advice, |
never got back to Mr. Geffen, nor he to
me, about this matter. They assured me
that they were "used” to Mr. Geffen
carrying-on this way, and that the best
way to deal with him was "to ignore
him"” because "he won'tremember what
he said by tomorrow.” Apparently Mr.
Geffen had it on his mind to get rid of Mr.
Erwin and Mr. Schwing for quite some
time. How dare they involve me in their
mishandling of affairs at Carnegie Hall
Cinema!

"The fact of the matter is that it has
been Lee Erwin and Donald Schwing
that are responsible for creating any and
all difficulties at Carnegie Hall Cinema.
NYTOS and myself have had precious
litle to do or say about anything that
ever went on there. In fact, the last time
NYTOS held a meeting there was on
March 7, 1982 for a concert by Rob
Calcaterra (who was then in New York
as organist at Radio City Music Hall).

" Although I have not been involved
with any discussions concerning Carnei-
gie Hall Cinema or the Ben Hall Organ,
it is my understanding that the status is
as follows:

"(1) Lee Erwin and Donald Schwing
were -asked to leave and have nothing
further to do with the Ben Hall Organ
and/or Carnegie Hall Cinema.

*(2) Erwin and Schwing took all their
own personal equipment, including
remaining parts to the Loew's Kings
"Wonder Morton,” with them.

"(3) The original 2/5 Ben Hall Wur-

litzer remains intact. I do not know
whether or not the sixth "original” rank,
a String Celeste that Ben added to the
organ when it was in his apartment, was
left.
"(4) A well.known NYTOS member
has been approached by National
ATOS to maintain the Ben Hall Organ.
It would be unfair of me to mention his
name in the context of this letter, how-
ever, it is my understanding that he was
a member of the original crew who
began the Ben Hall Organ project at
Carnegie Hall Cinema before Mr. Erwin
and Mr. Schwing edged everyone else
out and created their own personal
domain. ‘

"I do not see what bearing the 2/10
Waurlitzer from the Claridge Theatre,
Mongclair, N.J. has on anything that has
transpired concerning developments at

" Carnegie. In your article you state, "It

has been said that with a little foresight,
a new home for the organ could have
been found at that time; there were sev-

—The Console

eral possibilities. Instead, part of the
organ was temporarily stored at Carne-
gie Cinema, and part of it at Chaminade
High School in Mineola, Long Island.

"As you know, the "Claridge Wur-
litzer” became the focal point of much
derision within NYTOS, as well as
among organ "buffs” in the greater Met-
ropolitan area. This instrument became
so controversial, in fact, that I—at my
own expense—sent a letter dated
12/1/82 to the NYTOS membership to
present them with all the facts in this
matter, as well as some other political
upheaval the donation and removal of
this organ generated. My letter was not
altogether in vain, however, since as a
result, Bob Seeley, now the crew-chief of
the Middletown, N.Y. installation of the
former “Claridge Wurlitzer,” was
moved to contact me. As a result, the
organ is now intact and being re-
installed today as a complete 2/10
Wurlitzer.”

(Editor’s Note: Godfrey included a
transcript of a portion of his six-page
letter to the membership which, among
other things, related how individual
members thought they would be entitled
to parts of the Claridge organ when they
volunteered to remove it from its original
installation site, Italso gives information
about the instrument after leaving the
theatre and its final destination, in the
Orange County Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, Midd]eltown)

"As far as the piano from the "Cla-
ridge Wurlitzer” being destroyed on
orders by Sid Geffen of Carnegie Hall
Cinema while it was being stored there,
that was indeed unfortunate—and
unforseeable! However, the ensuing
fiasco concerning its destruction and the
police being summoned lies squarely on
Mr. Erwin and Mr. Schwing. To the best
of my knowledge, NYTOS was never
aware of or informed of what was going
on until Mr. Erwin produced pictures of
the destroyed piano at an NYTOS
Board of Directors meeting. It is clearly
Mr. Erwin and Mr. Schwing—not
NYTOS or myself—that are responsi-
ble for the debacle at Carnegie Hall
Cinema.”
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Address all communiucations, news releases,
subscription matters and address changes to:
THE CONSOLE, P.0. Box 40165, Pasadena,
California 91104. or call (213) 794-7782.

The International Theatre Organ Sociely Pub-
lishers hove produced and distributed monthly
The Console, for the past twenty-two ond one-
half years. It has been dedicoted 10 the preser-
vation of organs, theatres, auditoriums, concert
halls, opera houses, residences and hos
devoted space for feature articles about them,
plus the organs already in such locations. News
on an international scope was reported on all
typés of organs-pipe, pump, electronic, theatre
and classical,

The final issue—July/August 1984
is available for purchase at a cost of $4
per single copy via second class mail, or
$6 via first class postage. Other back
issues in stock are available at a cost of
$1.25 per copy via second class mail, or
$2.50 via first class postage. All back
issues will be available until December
31, 1984,

Please make checks or money orders
payable to: THE CONSOLE, P. 0. Box
40165, Pasadena, Calif. 91104. Pay-
ment from Canada must be on aninter-
national money order made out in U.S.
funds to forestall conversion or service
charge due to rate of exchange.

FULL REIMBURSEMENT OF FUNDS DUE
FOR UNEXPIRED PORTIONS OF ADVERT-
ISING OR SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE MADE
ACCORDING TO CONTRACTUAL OBLIGA-
TIONS WITHIN AS SHORT A TIME AS POSS-
IBLE FOLLOWING DISTRIBUTION OF THIS
FINAL ISSUE.

THE CONSOLE is deeply indebted to
Preston J. Kaufmann who served as Cir-
culations Director of the publication
for the past ten years. Without his de-
votion to the many details involved in
circulation and distribution, THE CON-
SOLE would never have achieved its full
potential.—The Publisher

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michi-
gan Avenue, Posadena, Calif. 91104, Second
Class postage paid at Pasadena, California.
NOTICE: Please do not send mail to this address.
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Showcase Publications is planning 20 theatre books and is

searching for photos of old legitimate and opera houses,

movie palaces, both large and small—exterior and interior

vrews—programs,

drawings,

etc. Write for details to:

SHOWCASE PUBLICATIONS, Postoffice Box 40165,

Pasadena, California 91104, or call (81 8) 794-7782
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