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This Is The Final Issue
Of This Publication

This it the final iuue of 7%e Con-

«ofe.Deciuon to suspend the publica-
ticm was reached following thorough
study of having someone or a group
take over complete circulation and
distribution of the magazine. It was
det^mined The Console would not

be financially strong enough to
implement such a plan, nor is the
prospect of securing enough added
circulation to insure continued publi
cation feasible. Volume Twenty-Three
Uunched as a hobby m 1962, the Numbers Seven & Eight

pubucation eventually became selt-

supporting in its production and distribu- July and AugUSt, 1984
bon costs. Being,.a voluntary effort, it « ■
was never designed to pay salaries. J\ £ V.^1^ 1 O 1 £1K6
With loss of the voluntary help and J f O ̂

the inflated cost of hiring personnel to fxlColTlOHCl IH O v
lake charge of distribution/circulation, n', ^bout how Grant went
to continue publication would necessi- s^uth in the old fiOs (1800, that is)
tate adding no less than 600 new sub- Richmond. Well, in '86 the
scnbers, to bnng circulation up to «me city will be taken, but in a way
2,000, and doubling the subscnption nice and musical-ATOS will
pnce from $12 to $24 annually. be hosted by organ buffs of that
There has been a heartwarnung flow pacious city for their annual organ

of mail from readers who have convention,
expressed willingness to pay more for
the publication, and from many who Dallas Club Installs
have offered to volunteer their help in y-* i TKyafafioyi
keeping the magazine afloat. This has vT^an in 1 nCairC
been greatly appreciated, but it would Members of North Texas Chapter
not resolve the on-going need lor added ATOS in Dallas are currently installing
subscribers and independent operation the former Old Mill Theatre's Style 235
of the circulation/distribution end of the WurUtzer in the Lakewood Theatre, a
publication. neighborhood house. Chambers are

Because of its limited readership, behind the screen, and the console will
—See FINAL, Page 48— placed on its own elevator; the lift has

been donated by Nola and Mark
Kenning.

The club also owns the former 4/21
Loew's Jersey Theatre Robert-Morton.

New York Organist
Hampton Dead at 45

Big Fire Will Be Set In
Detroit On November 4

Calvin Hampton, 45, well-known
New York organist died August 7 in
New York City, it was reported. Deteiils
about the cause of death were not avail

able at press time.

Avenue Theatre
May Shutter

Inflation is being telt at the Avenue
Theatre, San Francisco's and the
nation's last silent film presentation
house. The famed organ spot faces
possible shuttering due to a second
impending rent increase in less than a
year. Investigation of a plan to
transfer managment to California
Photoplay Society, a tax exempt non
profit corporation, wmild possibly
save the theatre from going dark. A
note on the current program adver
tisement states: "If you could help us
to save the Avenue as the nation's
last silent film presentation house^
please contact a member of our
staff."

Tech Book Will
Be Complex Job

Before a single page of the propos
ed Technical Manual can be printed,
there will be an extensive project un
der way to prepare an outline cover
ing the many subjects needed by be
ginners which will enable them to
undertake erecting their own pipe
organs.

Dr. Malin Dollinger, who hu only
recently completed his own installa
tion, is already at work preparing an
initial outline for the proposed book.
He invites any interested parties to
send him their ideas of what should

be included in the tome and the order

in which it would best serve those

who want to set up their own instru
ments. Letters should be sent to his
home, 700 Via Somonte, Palos Ver-
des Estates, Calif. 90505.

LATOS Agrees
To Host '87

ATOS Conclave
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society

Board of Directors at their August meet
ing approved in principle the agreement
to host the 1987 National ATOS Con

vention in Los Angeles. A special meet
ing will be held during September to
discuss the event and make preparations
to enter into a contract with National

officials.

TECHNICIAN HONORED—Allen Miller, Connecticut organ builder, was
honored recently for his contributions to the restoration of the 4/28 Wurlitzer
organ as Organ Restoration Consultant and Tonal Finisher at Shea's Buffalo
Theatre. Maureen Wilke, Shea's executive, presented the engraved silver
plaque to Miller at the ATOS '84 Convention in Indianapolis. ATOS National
President Rex Koury witnessed the presentation.

(See story on Page Three)

by Dorothy Van Steenldste
Hallelujah... Hallelujah

November 4th there will be a 'big
fire' in Detroit.

After seven years of sheer determi
nation, hard work, dedication and
effort, the 'drerun' of Motor City
Theatre Organ Society members to
be able to say "We really do own and
operate our own theatre" will
become a reality. Target date for the
second and final balloon payment is
November Ist. All monies for this

mortgage burning event have been
set aside and plans for celebration are
being made.
Our Redford Theatre has become

known as a family-oriented movie
house, featuring wholesome entertain
ment for both young and old. Our bi
weekly movie series—with organ
overtures and intermissions—features

popular musicals and older welt-known
film classics. Monthly concerts from Fall
through Spring feature nationally-

—See FIRE, Page 53-

Hawaii Historic
Theatre Paper Is
Still Available

Historic Hawaii Foundation has pub
lished in Historic Hawaii News, Febru
ary 1984, a history of Island Cinemas.
The feature, authored by Robert C.,
Schmitt, has five and one-half pages of
text and photos. According to Patricia
A. Avery, in llie Education/Develop
ment department, there are approxi
mately 50 copies of this issue remaining.
The cost per copy is $1 and may be
ordered from Historic Hawaii Founda
tion, 119 Merchant Street, Honolulu,
Hawaii 96813.

Morton Rises To
Grand Occasion

Restoration of the Robert-Morton

pipe organ installed in the Wilma Thea
tre, Missoula, Montana, was celebrated
on May 20 when it was featured for the
first time in its history with full symphony
orchestra. And, for the first time in its
history, it rose to stage level on its own
platform lift.

According to a note sent to Claramae
Turner Hoffman by Eddie Sharp and
Bob Schatze, who are associated with
the Wilma, the theatre was packed and
the "audience went wild with a standing
ovation."

Organ Buff Hoffman several years
ago stopped in at the theatre while in the
area and played the Morton. The two
men sent her a postcard telling her about
the fancy debut and urging her to
"please come play it again now that it
sounds so great!"
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Concert Bureau Will
Have Different Name
Service rendered by The ConMle Concert Bureau has been recognized and

applauded by various organ groups, including ATOS chapters. In a substantial,
appreciative manner, Western Reserve Chapter of Cleveland, Ohio, acknowl
edged help derived in programming. This was acknowledged by the unit's
Concert Chairman in a letter to Bureau Coordiantor Ralph Bea<^ in which
there was enclosed a check of $25 to help offset expenses involved in the
operation of the project.

New Name Soon

The bureau name will under go change to /nfemoffono/ Theatre Organ
Concert Bureau effective September 1 st following suspension of The Console
and will operate as an independent agency for use by all arfasts and concert
producing groups who wish to make use of its services.
Text of the letter to Beaudry noted—

'The Board of Directors of the Western
Reserve Theatre Organ Society has KHKS51
authonzed its Treasurer to send $25 to
The Console Concert Bureau

"Our Concert Chairman, Claude B.
Hawks, Jr., has found the Bureau's pub-
lication very useful in his planning for

Western Reserve Theatre Organ

anyone who would assume contml of its jj ' '
operation. The ConsoleConcertBureau . —— « iHl
was launched officially the following .■ 'fd
month when Ralph Beaudry, well-
known Los Angeles Theatre Organ TREASURE HOUSE.-lmpressed 1
Society member, agreed to take over Sylmar Museum m CJifornia, Jasp
administration of the bureau. residence full of idws Wi

Within the year that it has been oper- materialized into what is undoubtec
ating the bureau has become a recog- "1 musical instruments, a large V
nized need and has served many artists English Pub, an old bme gamblin,
and concert producing groups. Its roll aluminum), model steam e^ines (i
will be expanded as more names are machines that once jammed carnivs
added to the artist and group rosters. "hly underway to have the dedia

As noted above, the change in name photo above Steve Adams t^J« to <
to International Theatre Organ Concert traps and percussions out of sight ^
Bureau will be made September 1st after looks^on^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
the final issue of The Console is distrib- rj^ • , a
uted so that the bureau may continue to I UJO S^IT^CltXiSLS
operate as an independent agency for all \
artists and producing groups. UeirOll FOX 4

It will be funded by Ralph Beaudry Downtown Theatre Enthusiasti
and Tom B'hend, Console Publisher, the resident volunteer group i
and any contributions from those who Detroit's Fabulous Fox Theatn
may wish to help finance the project, presents a Sunday Afnrinee of Siler
until such time that some manner can be Comedy Classics on October 7 t
devised to lake care of its expenses. The 3pm. Primary objective is to benef
venture will be a non-profit enterprise the continual effort to restore an
and, hopefully, staffed by volunteers to maintain the Mighty 4/36 Wurlitzei
help promote theatre organ on a world The Enthusiasts also seek to pr(
wide basis. vide a unique opportunity for th

TREASURE HOUSE—Impressed b

Two Organists At
Detroit Fox Oct. 7

Downtown Theatre Enthusiasts

FRESNO SsH Miller Given
SET FOR OCT. Tech Award
A second Fresno Bash has been

scheduled muler a diree-chapter
ATOS arrangement for October 5,6
and 7. At preacnt there are no plans
to operate a bus or mini buses for
those attending from Los Angeles. It
will also be necessary to arrange indi
vidual motel accomodaiions. Com
plete information for LATOS
members be cditained by calling
Ralph Beaudry at (818) 980-7544.

y what he saw during a 1983 tour of San
Sylmar Museum in California, Jasper San Fillippo returned to his Barrington,
Illinois residence full of ideas. Within little ova- a year those ideas have
materialized into what is undoubtedly one of the flnest collections of mechani
cal musical instruments, a large Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ, a complete
English Pub, an old time gambling casino (with pressed tin (now made of
aluminum), model steani engines (not locomotives), and hand cranked movie
machines that once jammed carnivals and amusement centers. Work is fever
ishly underway to have the dedication day sometime in September. In the
photo above Steve Adams talks to Chris Feiereisen, who is working on organ
traps and percussions out of sight of the camera, and Robo-t Bron, a visitor,
looks on.

/"w • - A M personality Dave Wagner will play the
I lUO %^ir^Clt\iSLS 3/12 MoUer organ in the Grand Lobby
r\_M •» 17^^ '7 before and after the show and during

Strony Inks Paper
To Play Barton At
Ebell Nov. 24th

Organist Walter Strony has been
signed to play the premiere concert
which will open Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society's 3/12 Barton pipe
organ in the Wilshire Ebell Theatre
November 24. Plans for the gala even
ing tentatively call for a formal dinner-
/dance to be included providing enough
reservations can be obtained for the

,
the resident volunteer group at
Detroit's Fabulous Fox Theatre,
presents a Sunday Afnrinee of Silent
Comedy Classics on October 7 at
3pm. Primary objective is to benefit
the continual effort to restore and
maintain the Mighty 4/36 Wurlitzer.

The Enthusiasts also seek to pro
vide a unique opportunity for the
public to experience theatre-going at
the Fabulous Fox as it was five and a
half decades ago. They are also striv
ing to prove that there still is worth
while entertainment to be enjoyed by
the entire family in downtown
Detroit.

Starring Gaylord Carter at the con
sole of the big Wurlitzer, the program is
typical of that of the 20s. Featured will
be one of Disney's first animated car
toons, Puss In Boots-, musical interludes;
Harold Lloyd in Billy Blazes, Esq.
(1924); and the main attraction. Buster
Keaton in Steamboat Bill.
As an added attraction, WQRS radio

intermission.

Tickets are $5 unreserved. Mail
orders may be obtained by sending
check or money order and stamped, self-
addressed return envelope to Downtown
Theatre Elnthusiasts, 586 Shenandoah,
Clawson, Michigan 48017. Orders
received after Oct. 1 will be held at the

Theatre Organ Technicians can take
heart that they do win recognition every
now and then. One such person to be so
honored recently is Allen Miller, who is
well known in several organ building
roles—that of former executive of the
Austin Organ Company, and more re
cently in die capacity of being his own
boss. He heis won recognibon in the latt
er capcity from Shea's Buffalo Theatre.

Miller was in charge from the start of
the restorabon project for the 4/28 Wur-
btzer organ which started in 1978. He
was responsible for revising specifica-
bons, material selecbon, coordianbon of
sub-contractors, advising and training
volunteers, console and mulbplexing re
lay wiring, rewinding, replacement of
missing and damaged parts, and the fin-
£il voicing and re-regulabon of the instru
ment.

Over 50 vlunteers worked on the pro
ject, and over $100,000 was spent on
materials, new parts and professional re
storabon of the console, regulators, and
pipework. Some of the volunteers spent
full 40 hour weeks on the project for
many months. Miller spent the last eight
months supervising and working on site.

The 3,187-seat theatre has incredible
acousbcs and the organ is a perfect
match for the building. The final results
are absolutely spectacular.

Miller's silver plaque, which was pre
sented to him during the recent ATOS
Nabonal Convenbon in Indianapolis by
Maureen Wilke, an execubve of Shea's
Theabe, is inscribed The Spotlight
Committee/Shea's Buffalo Theater/
presents tfic/Sifocr Marquee Award/to/
Allen Miller/who,through his talent &
expertise gave voice to the Mighty Wur
litzer Organ/"Welcome Back Wurlit-
zer"/Re-dedication Concert/4-27-84".

Also etched into the plaque is the
theatre's marquee and vertical sign.

Save Hawaii Palace
Honolulu's venerable and ornate
Hawaii Theatre will become a perform
ing arts center and its 4/16 Robert-
Morton organ will remain, it was learned
this month.

Tampa Theatre Has
Another Wurlitzer

Installabon of the 3/12 Wurlitzer in
r- Tt . r> i-jtr- T- i . u the Tampa Theatre, Teimpa, Florida, isFox Theatre Box Office. Tickets may be ,, /

well underwaypurchased at Smiley Bros. Music Co.
stores, or Hammell Music Co. stores.

. The left chamber has
been winded. The theatre originally was
equipped with a 2/8 Wurlitzer.

THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM?

Mangel, Chicago Group Planning To
Refurbish, Operate Uptown Theatre

Curt McUigel, who has managed Shea's Buffalo Theatre, and just recently quit a
similar position at the Denver Paramount Theatre, is reported to be working with a
group of Chicago people to take over the cavernous Uptown Theatre.

It is said the group plans to refurbish the big house and present shows there.
Considering the present state of the movie palace, it is esbmated many millions of
dollars will have to be expended to bring the building up to code, restore and furnish it.
It is also rumored the group will purchase the ori^al 4/26 Wurlitzer that was
installed when the theabe first opened. It is presenby owned by Tommy Stark who
has a sale price of $80,000 on the instrument.

—The Gsnsole 3 July/August 1984—



Erwin, Schwing Responsible For
Carnegie Debacle, States Godfrey^

THE CONSOLE

A# in most disputes, there are usually two sides to be considered. No
exceptioh is the current fracus involving Carnegie Cinema, Lee Erwin, Don
Schwing, the New York Theatre Organ Society and its former Chairman
Robert Godfrey.

i

 STAfF
iC Editor & Publisher Tom B'hend

British Editor Ion Doigiiesh
I  I . Contributing Editor Ralph 0. Beoudryeral possibilities. Instead, part of the Spedol Feotures: Ed Muliins
organ was temporarily stored at Came- Tom McNeeley
gie Cine

Godfrey has written his version of
events leading up to the ousting of Lee
and Schwing, and, for a time, clouding
the future of the Ben Hall Wurlitzer
which is installed in the theatre. It is the
safeguarding of this instrument that is of
paramount concem to theatre organ
buffs, and in particular ATOS National,
owner of 'Little Mother' Wurlitzer.

It must also be noted that a third side
has entered the picture in the form of an
anonymous letter which is most uncom-
plemenlary in contents to some of the
parties involved. It cannot be published
since the author was apparently lacking
enough courage to sign it.

Godfrey's explanation follows;
"1 am writing to express my extreme

distress over the New York Theatre
Organ Society and myself being menti
oned rather unflatteringly as part of an
article concerning the current state-of-
affairs at Carnegie Hall Cinema (Hall
Organ Still Is In Carnegie Cinema,
page the May 1984 issue of The
Console. Just to set the record straight, 1
finished serving as NYTOS chairman in
January 1983.
"Your assertion that "All the difficul

ties with Geffen stem from a series of
decisions made by New York Chapter
ATOS during the administration of Bob
Godfrey," has no basis in fact and is
utterly without merit.
"The fact of the matter is that Sid

Geffen, operator of Camegie HaH
CiiKma, has been at odds with Lee
Erwin and Donald Schwing for as long
as 1 can rmember. As NYTOS chair

man, and prior to tiie "Qaridge 2/10
Wurlitzer (not 3/10 as stated in the arti
cle) ever being heard of, I was person-
EiUy invited to a meeting betweerl Erwin,
Schwing and Geffen because Mr. Geffen
was not pleased with the way Mr. Erwin
and Mr. Schwing handled themselves at
Camegie Hall Cinema. Mr. Geffen
insisted on my attendance at this meet
ing because he was "sick of talking to
Lee Erwin" and wanted "to talk to some
other (any other!) representative from
ATOS."

"I was reduced to an observer, as the
"meeting" quickly heated-up to a shout-

Famed Hatt
Abode Gutted
One of the best known theatre organ

j addresses at one time was 181 Chris
topher Street, New York City. It was the
residence of Ben Hail, famous organ-
/theatre buff, and comprised two stories
of a loft building. The second story had a
roof garden which overlooked the river.
The building is currently being gutted
and remodeled and possibly will be
made - into three or four apartments
instead of the single spacious apartment
in which Hall resided.

ng match between Erwin, Schwing and
Geffen which resulted in us being
thrown-out of his office. Before leaving,
Mr. Geffen asked me to meet with him
privately (i.e. without Erwin and
Schwing) to discuss additional utiliza
tion of the Ben Hail Organ "by persons
other thari Lee Erwin."
"At Erwin's and Schwing's advice, I

never got back to Mr. Geffen, nor he to
me, about this matter. They assured me
that they were "used" to Mr. Geffen
carrying-on this way, and that the best
way to deal with him was "to ignore
him" because "he won't remember what
he said by tomorrow." Apparently Mr.
Geffen had it on his mind to get rid of Mr.
Erwin and Mr. Schwing for quite some
time. How dare they involve me in their
mishandling of affeiirs at Camegie Hall
Cinema!

"TTie fact of the matter is that it has
been Lee Erwin and Donald Schwing
that are responsible for creating any and
all difficulties at Camegie Hall Cinema.
NYTOS and myself have had precious
little to do or say about anything that
ever went on there. In fact, the last time
NYTOS held a meeting there was on
March 7, 1982 for a concert by Rob
Caicaterra (who was then in New York
as organist at Radio City Music Hall).
"Although I have not been involved

with any discussions concerning Camei-
gie Hall Cinema or the Ben Hall Organ,
it is my understanding that the status is
as follows:

"(1) Lee Erwin and Donald Schwing
were asked to leave and have nothing
further to do with the Ben Hall Organ
and/or Camegie Hall Cinema.
"(2) Erwin and Schwing took all their

own personal equipment, including
remaining parts to the Loew's Kings
"Wonder Morton," with them.

"(3) The original 2/5 Ben Hall Wur
litzer remains intact. 1 do not know
whether or not the sixth "original" reink,
a String Celeste that Ben added to the
organ when it was in his apartment, was
left.

"(4) A welt-known NYTOS member
has been approached by National
ATOS to maintain the Ben Hall Organ.
It would be unfair of me to mention his
name in the context of this letter, how
ever, it is my understanding that he was
a member of the origineil crew who
beg£m the Ben Hal! Organ project at
Camegie Hail Cinema before Mr. Erwin
and Mr. Schwing edged everyone else
out and created their own personal
domain.

"I do not see what bearing the 2/10
Wurlitzer from the Claridge Theatre,
Monclair, N.J. has on anirihing that has
transpired concerning developments at
Camegie. In your article you slate, "It
has been said that with a little foresight,
a new home for the organ could havea new nome lor the organ could have

b

ma, and part of it at Chaminade
High School in Mineola, Long Island.
"As you know, the "Claridge Wur

litzer" became the focal point of much
derision within NYTOS, as well as
among organ "buffs" in the greater Met
ropolitan area. This instrument became
so controversial, in fact, that I—at my
own expense—sent a letter dated

12/1/82 to the NYTOS membership to
present them with all the facts in this
matter, as well as some other political
upheaval the donation and removed of
this organ generated. My letter was not
altogether in vain, however, since as a
result, Bob Seeiey, now the crew-chief of
the Middlelown, N.Y. installation of the
former "Claridge Wurlitzer," was
moved to contact me. As a result, the
organ is now intact and being re
installed today as a complete 2/10
Wurlitzer."

(Editor's Note: Godfrey included a
transcript of a portion of his six-page
letter to the membership which, among
other things, related how individual
members thought they would be entitled
to parts of the Claridge organ when they
volunteered to remove it from its origind
installation site. It also gives information
about the instrument after leaving the
theatre and its final destination, in the
Orange County Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, Middleltown)
"As far as the piano from the "Cla

ridge Wurlitzer" being destroyed on
orders by Sid Geffen of Carnegie Hall
Cinema while it was being stored there,
that was indeed unfortunate—and
unforseeable! However, the ensuing
fiasco concerning its destruction and the
police being summoned lies squarely on
Mr. Ezwin and Mr. Schwing. Tothebesl
of my knowledge, NYTOS was never
aware of or informed of what was going
on until Mr. Erwin produced pictures of
the destroyed piano at an NYTOS
Board of Directors meeting. It is clearly
Mr. Erwin and Mr. Schwing—not
NYTOS or myself—that are responsi
ble for the debacle at Camegie Hall
Cinema."

Addrtit all cominuniucations, n*ws reliasts,
subicrlption matters and address changes to:
THE CONSOLE, P.O. Box 40165, Pasadena,
California 91104. or coll (213) 794-7782.

The fnternationa! Theatre Orgon Society Pub
lishers have produced end distributed monthiy
The Console, for the post twenty-two and one-
half years. It has been dedicoted to the preser-
votion of organs, theotres, ouditoriums, concert
halls, opera houses, residences ond hos
devoted space for feature articles obout them,
plus the organs already in such locations. News
on on internotional scope was reported on oil
lypds of organs-pipe, pump, electronic, theotre
and classical.

The finol issue—July/August 1984
is available for purchase at a cost of $4
per single copy via second class mail, or
$6 via first class postage. Other bock
issues in stock ore availoble at o cost of

$1.25 per copy via second class mail, or
$2.50 via first class postage. All bock
issues will be available until December

3L 1984.
Please make checks or money orders
payable to: THE CONSOLE, P. 0. Box
40165, Pasadena, Calif. 91104, Pay
ment from Conodo must be on on inter

national money order mode out in U.S.
funds to forestall conversion or service
charge due to rate of exchange.

FULL REIMBURSEMENT OF FUNDS DUE

FOR UNEXPIREO PORTIONS OF ADVERT

ISING OR SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE MADE
ACCORDING TO CONTRACTUAL OBLIGA
TIONS WITHIN AS SHORT A TIME AS POSS
IBLE FOLLOWING DISTRIBUTION OF THIS
FINAL ISSUE.

THE CONSOLE is deeply indebted to
Preston J. Koufmonn who served as Cir
culations Director of the publication
for the post ten years. Without his de
votion to the mony details involved in
circulation and distribution, THE CON
SOLE would never hoveochieved its full

potential.—The Publisher

Office of the publication is 1365 North Michi
gan Avenue, Pasadena, Calif. 91104. Second

Class postage paid at Pasadeno, Colifornio.
NOTICE: Pleose do not send moil to this address.

USPS 423630

Showcase Publications is planning 20 theatre books and is
searching for photos of old legitimate and opera houses,
movie palaces, both large and small—exterior and interior
views—programs, drawings, etc. Write for details to:
SHOWCASE PUBLICATIONS, Postoffice Box 40165,^ j ev-rcvj, rosiornce oox wiOO

een found at that time; there were sev- Pasadena, California 91104, or call (818) 794-7782
lUUI 11 ■■■■■■■ till ■■■■■■■■■■I IB

—The Console 4 July/August 1984—



CHICAGO WELCOMES WIBBELS—During the weekend of April 27/28,
Tom WibbeU whipped up a whirlwind concert tour in the Greater Chicago
area. On the 27 th he was in Rockfordat the 4/17 Barton for Land O'Lincoln
Chapter ATOS. Saturday, he played in Hammond, Indiana for the Nu-Tones
Organ Club. On Sunday morning Bill Barry played host so Tom could play his
3/12 Wurlitzer home installation. That afternoon Tom became the innovative
artist he is with his facile technique and musicianship on the Downers Grove
3/10 Wurlitzer. He is shown here with Bill Bary, Chicago Chapter Crew Chief
and Jim Shaffer, newly elected CATOD Chairman. Tom's the middle-man.
On October 7th he will be in Mundelien at St.Mary's of the Lake Seminary to
play the 4/24 Wurlitzer there for Chicago Area Chapter ATOS. He is cur
rently music director and head organist at Cardinal Music Palace, Ft. Wayne,
Ind.

Gustafson Disc Is

Recommended

by Chrissie Glotte
THE BEST OF TIMES—Jack Gustafson

at his Residence Kimball/Wurlitzer
Any record which opens with a rip-

roaring "Serenada" and closes with a
major earthquake (the one that shook San
Francisco Peninsula this year) has to be
unusual!

But first things first—Jack has been
building and playing pipe organs since his
high school days in EJmhurst, Illinois, and
his first residence organ was featured dur
ing the 1969 ATOS Convention in
Chicago.
He later was resident organist at Red

wood City and Santa Clara Capn's Galleys
(he has two previous LPs made on these
instruments) and, although he left the con
cert and pizza scene in 1974, he has had
his "new" residence organ in San Jose to
practice on over the years.
The organ is a dandy! It's described as a

Kimball/Wurlizer hybrid, but has pipe
work made by Gottfried, Kilgen and Den-
nison as well. The result is a 10-rank

(more or less) instrument that has a great
theatre organ sound unlike any other. We
should mention, too, that the added reverb
was masterfully handled so that while the
organ is close-up and clean, it is not dry.

It also has the usual percussions and an
outstanding 5'/8" Knabe Ampico Grand
which is featured inmany of thecuts. And,
Jack does use the percussions, but with a
taste and style that takes it out of the pizza
parlor category.
Each side runs 24 minutes and, exclud

ing a nearly 11-minute medley from La
Cage Aux Follet, the album has 14 selec
tions with something for everyone.

Although we understand Jack has been
greatly influenced by Leon Berry's style,
we detected tasteful touches of both
George Wright and Buddy Cole in several
selections. In short, it's unique, well done
and highly recommended.

Price is $8 plus $1 postage, and copies
may be order^ from Pipe Organ Presen
tations, P.O.Box 20704, Castro Valley,
Calif. 94546.

Kingston Has Eight
Artists In Series
Kingston Theatre Organ Society has

announced eight concert artists for the
1984/85 concert season. Starting Sep
tember 14 the society will present David
Reese; Oct. 12 will be Lew Williams;
Dennis James appears Nov. 9; Robert
Wolf will play a Christmas program
Dec. 7; Lee Erwin brings silent film
comedy night Jan. 18; Jim Roseveare,
"the Guy Lombardo of the Organ" will
play Feb. 15; Neil Jensen brings his
Australian spectacular Mar. 15; and
Jonas Nordwall closes the series Apr.
12. Complete information is avaiable by
writing Kingston Theatre Organ
Society, 235 Mack Street, Kingston,
Ontario, Canada K7L 1P8.

Boise Egyptian Has
Run Of Silents

Outside the sign advertises "Star
Trek 111"—but inside the Egyptian
Theatre in Boise, Idaho, for three and a
half hours each day for one week in July,
the entertainment is the theatre's
Robert-Morton pipe organ.
From 9:30am to 1pm, organist Dou

glas Lemmon and Ron Van Order
accompanied silent films, played for
sing-a-longs and request numbers for the
audiences that numbered around 400. ft

was part of the Streets for People Fair in
Boise. The two men are members of the

Egyptian Theatre Organ Society

State—Lake Closes;
To Be TV Studios
One of the last of Chicago's big thea

tres, the State-Lake, closed its doors
June 28 and will be converted into televi
sion studio space. Its Wurlitzer is now
heard at the Avenue Theatre in San
Francisco .

Oriental Kimball New Identity For
Aided By Doner LATOS Wurlitzer

Restoration of the former Milwaukee Construction of two chambers lor the
Warner Theatre Kimball pipe organ, LATOS Cook/Power Wurlitzer was
now under instaUation in the local Orien- scheduled to be completed dunng the
tal Landmark Theatre, received benefit second week of August at Standard
through its Crew Chief, Malcolm Industry complex in La Mirada, it was
Creighton recently. An avid reader of announced by Ross Reed, Los Angeles
theatre organ periodicals, he subscribes Theatre Organ Society Vice President,
to The Console and in one issue noted He has donated not only a large section
that grants had been awarded to similar of Standard's warehouse area for hous-
organ restoration projects by Marian ing the instrument, but has underwntten
Cook of Los Angeles. chamber construcPon, and is donati^
He wrote her and she responded with $2,000 which will be matched by the

a $5,000 grant, which the membership lor the purchase of an electronic
of the Kimball Theatre Organ Society, relay to replace the present electropneu-
owners of the instrument, worked hard mafic unit which is almost worn out from
to match. The money is earmarked for a its heavy use while the organ was
new electronic relay. installed in the Lansing pizza parlor.

Davis Has 217 In DuciBella Designed
His Residence ^mmpet en Chamade

Adding interest to an already interest-
Roy Davis, who owns McMinnville ing installationattheJasperSanFillippo

Caverns, has the two-manual seven- residence in Barrington, 111., the Tmm-
rank organ playing in his home that was pet en Chamade design has been creat-
originally installed in the Majestic Thea- ed by interior designer Joseph DuciBella
tre, Johnson City, Tenn. The art deco of Chicago. He is well known in theatre
theatre was recently demolished. and theatre organ circles.

SIGHT OF SOUND

Auf Wiedersehent
by Don Keilhack

Writing this column for the last issue of The Console is one of the saddest
experiences I have had in a long time. IPs almost impossible to imagine life
without this excellent publicatitHi that we have takoi for gnmted for so many
years.

There have been so many people who have r«narked to me that drey get
information and photos from this magazine that are not available on a consist
ent basis in any other publication. Thousands of people for so many years have
looked forward each month to receiving The Console and being stimulated
and entertained by its hightly interesting contents. Its loss will be felt far and
wide—and deeply.
This magazine has become such a friend to theatre organ buffs all over the

world, that it almost seems appropriate to have a beautiful funeral following its
demise. But much more important would be our expression of extreme grati
tude to a person who put himself into The Console over so mcmy years, giving
readers so much pleasure that we really can't tlumk him for all of it now. Of
course 1 mean Tom B'hrad. He undoubtedly could have found very good
reasons long ago to discontinue publication, but his was a labor of love and he
overcame the odds and kept us all supplied with what almost seemed to be a
monthly right—like Social Security checks.
The fact that Tom has finally decided that this is The End" means condi

tions are such that it truly has to be done—we can be sure of that, since he
would continue if there were any possible means of doing so. LePs remember
the fun Tom got out of editing "our" Console. I know he enjoyed coming up
with his unique captions and titles (he gave this column its interesting and
appropriate name), and in "playing around" with editing in general, as he put
it. So, when we look back at the volumes of information and entertainment
that have been provided for us over the years, we can't do anything but send
Tom the biggest "duuik you" possible.
There are so many of Tom's staff over tfie years who helped get this

magazine printed and mailed to us, and tfiey desire our thiuiks. And then, of
course, those countless people who have contributed auhcles wd information,
without which there would have been no Console. 1 know T<Kn would like to
thank them individually, but I'm sure many have long since departed this
earth. However then contributions to our pleasure are permanently with us in

Let us hope that a quality publication, which The Console is, can find its way
back to us in some form in the future. Let me just thank Tom personally for
printing my material and allowing me to be a part of this excellent and unique
magazine—The Console,
To end on a hopeful note, 1 will use the German

V  Auf Wiedersehen

—The Console 5 July/ August 1984—


