
CROWDS ARE BACK—Not too long ago, Denver's Or
gan Grinder Restaurant was suffering a lack of patrons.
Business was far from normal until owner Jerry For-
chuck hit upon an idea of a new format. The above photo
shows a happy tum-around now that changes have been

made. Story and additional photos telling about the new
life for this pasta palace appears on Page Six. Organist in
photo is Helen Bingham, and Ed Benoit is playing the
piano during one of the rush hours.

VOLUME 23 APRIL 1984 NUMBER 4

Console May Suspend
Publishing In August

Continued inflation, necessity to hire personnel to continue.work that has
been done voluntarily, and a need to increase circulation count and subscrip
tion rates may spell the demise of. The Console by next July or August. A
detailed examination is currently underway to resolve what appears to be an
insurmountable problem.

PlThe Console has been published for the
past twenty-two years as the hobby of its
editor/publisher. It was never designed
to be profitable to the extent that it would
pay salaries—just offset its production
and distribution costs. This it has done.

Now, however, the time has come when
it is necessary to hire personnel and
engage an addressing/mailing concern
to take over circulation and distribution
of the publication.
To do this, plus offset recent produc

tion cost increases, the initial estimate
would result in doubling the subscription
rate from $12 to $24 annually, and
adding between five and six hundred
new subscribers to bring the circulation
count up to at least 2,000.

Increased advertising would help
offset the subscription and circulation
figures above, but, unfortunately, adver
tisers are scarce. The Console was
upgraded into its present format begin
ning in September 1982. At that time it
was planned to actively solicit electronic
organ builders and develope greater

See—CONSOLE—Page 11

an Prevue

Ebell Concert
Initial presentation of the LATOS-

owned 3/12 Barton pipe organ, now
being installed in Wilshire Ebell Theatre,
will take place June 3rd. It was
announced 400 tickets will be made

available to LATOS members without

charge. A prevue concert—the organ
will not be completely erected, it will
feature Gaylord Carter at the console.

Decision to have the prevue event
was made at a meeting between
LATOS President Ralph Sargent and
Wilshire Ebell Club board members. A

formal dedication and special party
event will be held at a later date after the
instrument is fully installed. A commit
tee was appointed by the LATOS Board
at its meeting April 4 to make prelimi
nary plans for the formal program in
conjunction with the Ebell Club.

It is not known at the present time how
many ranks will be in playing condition
for the prevue concert; whatever can be
installed prior to June 3 will be heard.

Nalle Inks
Logos For
Air Waves
Billy Nalle has completed six pieces of

special logo music for use with the call
letters of WQXR, AM & FM, the radio
stations of The New York Times in New

York City. In addition, KSOF, Friends
University radio station in Wichita, has
engaged Nalle to compose several pie
ces of music in similar vein for identity
use with its call letters. Both stations are

using theatre pipe organ in this manner
and in programming for the first time
since going on the air. In the case of
WQXR, such has broken programming
tradition of over fifty years. In both
cases, Nalle recordings ''broke the
shell".

New Disc, Name In Wichita
In the near future, Wichita Theatre

Organ plans to release a new recording
taken directly from the concert Nalle
played at Century II Center in 1983.
Collaborating on the final number will be
J.C. Combs, formerly with the Stan
Kenton Orchestra and today chief per
cussionist with the Wichita Symphony.
The title is to be Billy Live At Wichita
Pops.

In a joint action, WTO administrative
and advisory boards have changed the
name of its annual concert series from

Wurlitzer Pops to Wichita Pops, effec-

See—NALLE—Page 12

A DREAM COME TRUE

Oliveras Complete Huge
Musical Project; Will
Premiere It In Ohio
.' . Alison and Hector Olivera have been involved in what may<vellbe one of
the outstandmg musical achievements of. the century—complete orchestra'^
tion of one of the most complex musical compositions—Symphny Concer-.
tante by Joseph Jongen, . ■ • •

TTiose who have heard the recording by the late VirgilFox with the French
National Theatre OrcAesfra con only marvel and thrill to the majesty of the
piece.
. Now the Oliveras, in words of the famed virtuoso h<we, ''With,the help of
God, Alison and I have finished the complete orchestra score of ̂mphony
Concertante. .

.. From this statement, Hector.describes what will be heard when he and his
■very lovely, musical, devoted wife present the complex composition.for the
first time, Friday, April 13, at Central Presbyterian Church, Massilan, Ohio..

"Every instrument in the orchestration was recorded^ including the subtle
harp that appears in the second and third movements, or the triangle which is
used a few times in the second and fourth movements. Alison and I worked
very hard on this project. It is, in a wayi another dream of mine as was the
construction of the O-l (Hector'sTarge electronic organ—Ed).

"We are expecting, to play this composition as eften asrfrossible.i It was -not
intended to be performed with the. 0-1 (of course it can he done), but-on a real pipe
organ or even on a large scale Rodgers or Allen. It would really, sound out of this
world on an. organ like Pasadena, and wedon'thave to pay $40,OOO.for therental of
the orchestra.

"As for the technical aspect of the recording; it was done on an eight/channel
Taseam professionalmachinerusing half-inchtape:4he professionalDBX Type I.
This produces a tape as clean: and quiet as it is possible to dq.rSeven,synthesizers
were used to recreate as close as: possible eill the instruments; from the little triangle
through the melodic; strings or the bombastic brass.^d unbelievedjly realistic

See—OLIVERAS—Page 12
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Organ Firms In
U.S. Merger

Reisner, Inc.,and Kimber-Allen, Ltd.
have merged in a joint United States
venture. The well-known organ pro
ducts firms will henceforth be known as
Reisner Kimber-Allen in this country.
Apparently the arrangement does not
effect Kimber-Allen in Great Britain.
The new firm will be sole U.S. distribu
tors of Kimber-Allen electrical and

mechanical organ components.
It was announced that a new cata

logue is in preparation, and that substan
tial price reductions have been made
possible by the new tie up between the
two firms.

Carter Had
Capacity House
Gaylord Carter's recent show at

the Oakland Paramount Theatre,
which was a Harold Lloyd Film Festi
val, played to a capacity audience.
The theatre seats almost 3,000
people.

'Those Other Kind Of
Organists' May Like
Theatre Organ Music

Another barrier (if it can be called
that) between American Guild of
Organists and American Theatre
Organ Lovers came crashing down
this month. And it wasn't an April
Fool deal either. There exists little

doubt that theatre organ enthusiasts
will ever again be able to complain
that "the longhairs" look down their
noses at "That Other Kind Of

Organ".
The reason for this is found on Pages

97, 159 and 160 in The American
Organist, Volume 18, Number 4—
April 1984. It is a gigantic, stupendous,

.colossal creation numbering 224
pages—the AGO '84-San Francisco

■ Convention issue. One of the most com

plete publications of its kind, if anything
relative to the coming conclave was
omitted, it hasn't been discovered yet.
.There is nothing left to question. The
issue will serve as the convention pro
gram (and if a copy is lost, or forgotten
Land left at home, another may be pur
chased for $5).^ ^

As. noted. Editor Anthony Baglivi
and his staff have put together the huge
issue which lists every artist and organ to
be heard, plus convention organ specifi
cations, all activities, maps of every con
cert and workshop locale, history of area
organs, etc. And then there are the spe
cific pages noted above—97-159-160.
One of the convention concerts will be

a Midnight Show at the Castro Theatre,
Friday, June 29, starring Lyn Larsen at
the console of the Wurlitzer. Lyn's per
formance is not merely listed, it takes up
one page (97) that has an exterior and
interior view of the landmark movie
palace, plus Lyn's smiling countenance
and a photo of the conscJe.

GAYLORD CARTER, wearing his perennial smile, autographs record albums
for patrons who attended his performance at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium
Marcb 31 when be accompanied the silent film Ben Hur. Carter won a
prolonged ovation for his artistry. —Zimfoto

',r Kind Of ^ I Larsen Rescues
■if r •! beries Arter

tf • ® Wright CancelsIwAXlSXC George Wright has again cancelled
-T-, . 1 . j another concert date. Advertised for at
ttus page was enough to award , . m • -h

,, 11 *1 .. . ,1 1 least SIX months, when the rhoenixville.
Honorable Mention to those who were n. -t-, i -.

,  I • 1 j- •, D , ,L Colonial 1 heatre announced its con-
responsible lor including it. but ttie , „ »ir . i .

.  j . , ,1 cerl/silent film series, Wright was toGrande Award must go to the magazine , ' i . . ,
staff and Scribe Don Frueh for pages
159-60. Under the headline A Brief During the third week of April he can-
Theatre Organ Guide Where To " , .
Find The "Other" Kind Of Organ ^-yn Larsen, one of the nation s oul-
Music At AGO '84.San Francisco, f
Frueh lists the Avenue Theatre. Castro ^ situation,
Theatre, Grand Lake Theatre, Para-

.  r>. J r,' c presenting a concert May 2b m place otmount Theatre, Pizza and Pipes berra- w " hi
monte. Pizza and Pipes, Redwood City,
Ye Olde Pizza Joynt, and New Bell rj"* C 1J
Saloon. Theatres and pizza parlor T llTITl ^OIQ
organs are described briefly, and hours "T- lV^a*iorf<a*v*<ari'f
during which the instruments are heard * " IViandgemeill
are listed. For the New Bell," readers are Baldwin-United Corporation
advised they can have a great time after announced the sale of its indirect subsi-
convention activities at the saloon on diary, Salduiin Piano and Organ Com-
Polk Street. "David Kelsey presides . pany to a group of senior management
over the electronic organ—plus— officials of the piano and organ corn-
synthesizer—plus-grand piano (yes, all pany. The acquisition is being financed
at once!), and he puts on an outrageous by General Electric Credit Corporation
show! Be sure to ask for The Church and Security Pacific Business Credit,
Organist and Night at the Opera. On Inc.
Sunday nights, Kelsey is joined by an D ££ r\ *
assorted instrumental group called Pure UCTXUGY tSUtt UlGS
Trash, and they provide a loud and
enthusiastic evening. Organ times— Bill Arthur, whose friendship with the
9;30pm — 2am. Wednesday— owner of Denver's Paramount Theatre
Sunday." made it possible for Rocky Mountain

These pages provide excellent public- Chapter ATOS to have access to the
ity for the theatre organ and do much to Wurlitzer organ, passed away March 6
establish the fact that "those other in Denver at the age of 56 years. He had
ones—the longhairs"—are wonderfully installed a 2/5 Marr & Coiton pipe
human. This is most commendable. organ in his home several years ago.

There's one thing very certain—if the Later, upon selling that instrument, he
convention isn't a success, it will not be acquired the 2/10 Wurlitzer from the
for lack of the printed word. After Orpheum Theatre in Denver, and had
thumbing through this particular issue, been installing it for several months. He
we're about ready to make the safari to is survived by his wife of 35 years, Pris-
San Francisco ourselves! cilia, and two sons.

LATOS Given
Home For Two
Theatre Organs

LATOS Vice President Ross Reed
has made available a 65 by 200-foot
area of his vast Standard Industries
plant in LaMirada, California where the
recenhy purchased 3/27 Wurlitzer
organ will be installed. He has also pro
vided another area of the huge building
for storage of the Wiltern Kimball organ
that was donated to Los Angeles Thea
tre Organ Society by Pacific Theatres
late last month.

The warehouse home for the LATOS
Wurlitzer is reminiscent of another ear
lier organ venue enjoyed for several
years by LATOS membership—the late
Chuck Baker's Tubes, Inc., 2/10 Wur
litzer. This instrument luas erected in
Baker's steel warehouse located in the
East Los Angeles industrial district and
was the scene of many concert pro
grams. The warehouse also served as
classroom for a well attended tueefefy
club organ school.

In addition to the organ, Baker and
LATOS member Tom B'hend secured a
master Brenograph machine from the
East Los Angeles United Artists Thea
tre and restored it at the warehouse. It
was used to project slides ond various
effects during concert presentations.
The society was recently given another
Brenograph by Richard Loderhose. It
possibly will be put to good use in con
junction with the club Wurlitzer.

Bureau Issues
Newsletter

Publication of Newsletter Ifl made its
debut this month for The Console Con
cert Bureau. Editor is Bureau Head,
Ralph Beaudry. He put together a
seven-page journal containing news
about bureau affairs plus updated
address and concert information, and
names of artists who have not previously
been listed.

$10,000 For Old
Theatre Program

Sometimes it pays to hold onto old
items that might be considered "junk" or
of little value. Proof of this was offered to
readers of the Los Angeles Times. It had
to do with an old theatre program. Play
bill, the theatre programs handed out
gratis at every Broadway play, is pro
duced by a company now claiming to be
100 years old.

But there's a hitch—the earliest
example of the program in the maga
zine's files turns out to be only 99 years
old. Therefore, the magazine is offering
a $10,000 reward for an 1884 New
York theatre program embazoned
"F.V.Strauss." The earliest dated edi-
tion will win, and the program must be
the property of an individual, not of a
museum or library. Deadline is June 30.
Photocopies of the issue must be sent to
Playbill, 100 Avenue of the Americas,
New York. N.Y. 10013.

— The Console 3 April 1984—



jf Too Long A Run I Libera^ At
Chi Music Hallcago's influential Daily Tribune observed in an editorial in its Sunday,

April 1 issue, under the heading Intermission—The battle over the Chicago
Theatre is enjoying a long run, too long a run.

It is obvious now that only one party in the dispute is decisive about what it
wants to do, the owners, who have been ready for nearly a year to smash the
theatre to rubble. Judge James Murray did not want to be the one to doom the
glorious old theatre, so he tossed the controversy back to the city and the
iandmcirks commission, ordering public hearings on the owners' request for a
demolition permit. With those hearings done, the ccnnmission is expected to
make its recommendation to the City Council Finance Committee next week.
Then the committee will have to pass judgement.
The decision should be to deny demolition. But it then will take some magic

to figure out a way to compensate the owners, who are seeking an unbelievable
$32 million.

Stalling for time so far has helped the movement to preserve the theatrre, i
but this seems to be the city's only strategy. Time, unlike the city's cash, is |
infinite; i

Stay glued to your seats. ^

Romantic Symposia In August
International Romantic Organ Music

Symposia are a projected series of week-
long events offering intensive study of
organ, its literature, and pertinent f>er-
formance practices of the Romantic and
post-Romantic periods, The second
annual event in this series is being spon
sored by Milwaukee Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists August 12
through 17, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Widely-recognized organists will give
a series of recitals on ten organs which
include a number of period instruments
by Schueike, Kimbalt and Kilgen.

Tuition is $150. Each recital will be
open to the public for a donation of $5.
Complete information is available by
writing Mrs. Earl Wagner, 5235 South
44th Street, Milwaukee, Wise. 53220,
or by telephoning (414) 421-0091.

~
SHAPING UP—FOUNDERS CHURCH of the Church of Religious Science,
Los Angeles, as it appeared late in March taken from the left side of the
auditorium bjJcony. Organman Ken Crome and his crew are installing the
Wurlitzer theatre organ donated by Marian Cook. Chambers are located on
each side of the pulpit/choir area at ceiling height; the console will be placed
on the left extending stage area shown in the photo above.

Liberace is breaking a tradition this
year at Radio City Music Hall during his
appearance there April 18 through 29.
"This is the first time the Music Hall will

not have the traditional Easter Pageant
Show," "Lee" said. Instead he will be the
supporting act to the Rockettes. He'll
play while they kick. He also added that
the Wurlitzer will be used.

Mail Delivery
Is A Mystery
Second class mail delivery of The

Console now ranges from next-day to
about two months to effect complete dis
tribution of each month's copies. Each
month the entire second class mailing is
taken to the main postal facility in Pas
adena, California in a single delivery.
Once the various mail bags containing
issues bound for subscribers are wheeled

through doors of the second class office
they become enveloped (no pun
intended—Ed) in mystery.

Normally, San Diego subscribers can
count on receiving their copies the next
day. Some Los Angeles readers also
can sit down the following evening and
gain great insight into the organ world
through The Console columns—and
other Angelenos have to wait more than
a week before their copies arrive.

This isn't too bad; neither is it a long
wail for San Franciscans, and even
those as far north as Seattle; they usu
ally have their copies within a week.

BUT!!! For some unexplained reason
postal distribution seems to evaporate
beyond the mid-west area. New Yorkers
are complaining about unwarranted
delays—and rightfully so. Most Big
Apple subscribers receive their issues
almost two months after the mailing
date.

It is regretted that service must be so
deplorable, but there seems little or
nothing can be done about it. Postal
authorities can't explain such delays.

Unfortunately, because horse food is
so high priced these days, it is impossible
to institute the Pony Express again. This
service undoubtedly could bring about
much faster delivery.

THE CONSOLE
STAFF
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Shea's Organ
Played For
New Chapter

Visiting organists who have stopped
by Shea's Buffalo Theatre to try out the
completely restored Wurlitzer have lav
ished praise on the instrument. Organ-
man Allen Miller, who heads the project
as consultant, has advised The Console
that "work is progressing very well." He
noted that Charlie Balogh, Fr. Bill Bie-
bel and Rob Calcattera have recently
played the organ and each organist
seemed to be overwhelmed with its

sound. "We expect the two opening
events—Lyn Larsen and Jack Bethards
conducting an 11-piece 1930s-style
orchestra, cind Larsen in solo concert—
will be real exciting experiences here in
Buffalo," Miller added.

Plays For New Chapter
Balogh's appearance at the console

was to play a short concert for members
of the newly chartered Buffalo Area
Chapter ATOS. The Buffalo area had
been without ATOS representation
since Niagara Frontier Chapter pulled
out of the national organization when it
was being administered by the so-called
"Old Gua:rd," to become an independent
club several years ago.

Restoration of the big Wurlitzer
entailed about 13,000 hours of volun
teer time, $51,000 worth of "in kind"
services and $99,314 in cash
expenditures.

Strony Plays In
Denver On June 9
Denverites who don't want to be disap
pointed are reminded to purchase their
tickets early for the Walt Strony concert
at the Paramount Theatre June 9 at

8pm. Rocky Mountain Chapter ATOS,
sponsor of the event, anticipates another
sell-out house as has occurred pre
viously with their other concerts pres
ented at the Paramount.

Mail order tickets can be obtained by
sending a stamped, self-addressed enve
lope with check or money order to Jay
Jehorek, RMCATOS, 7432 Dale
Court, Westminster, Colorado 80030.
Tickets are $5 each.

★★★★★★★★★
Comely Wurlitzer
Reinforcer Will
Leave Theatre

Luana DeVol, popular assistant
manager of the Paramount Theatre,
Oakland, Calif., who has assisted the
theatre's big Wurlitzer on several
occasions by warbling with various
ranks inside the chambers, will be
leaving her post very soon. She will
go to Germany where she plans to
sing for several years—and not inside
an organ chamber. It is predicted she
will win her audiences with ease, just
as she won over the Paramount

Wurlitzer.

Buff Seeks Old
Theatre Photos
Herb Stockinger, Los Angeles thea

tre and theatre organ buff, is looking for
photos of theatres that were located at
1523-25 Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic
City, New Jersey. Opened as Meyer's
Music Hall in 1895, it was re-named the
Empire in 1896; later became the
RoycJ, Savoy, Aldine, Hollywood, an
office, a warehouse, a morgue and
finally, a parking lot.
The theatre reopened as the Holly

wood with a complete "glitz and glitter"
re-do on November 2, 1934, operated
by Harry Waxman.

Stockinger, who lives at 2424 Lake
View Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90039
(telephone (213) 664-7637), would
appreciate hearing from anyone who
might have photos or any type of infor
mation about the structure. He will

gladly pay for actual photos or xerox
copies.

Get The Young To Join ATOS

Water and Wurlitzers Are
Cincy "Afterglow" Features
Water and Wurlitzers figure prominently in Cincinnati's presentation of the

1984 ATOS National Convention Afterglow.
For $35 Afterglowers get a scenic bus ride from Indianapolis to Cincinnati

starting at 10am. Two hours later they arrive at Springdale Music Palace for
lunch and concerts by Karl Cole and Dave Weingartner at the four manual
Wurlitzer.

Following munching and music the Afterglowers depart on either the Betty
Blake or Becky Thatcher river boat—complete with sternwheel and gang
plank—for a river ride viewing the Ohio and Kentucky skylines in the Cincin
nati area while enjoying an early dinner. Entertainment will feature Jazzou
Jones, a real top ragtime pianist. Dinner is included in the deal—and there's a
cash bar on board for elbow benders. (This could be a mint julep evening!—
Ed).
At 7:30 the glowing chandelier of the Emery Theatre will illuminate

afterglowers before dimming out for Bob Ralston's concert on the Emery 3/26
Wurlitzer. This will be Bob's seventh concert in two years on this organ.
At 10pm buses will take Afterglowers back to Indiana, and they will arrive

in Indianapolis at 11 pm! It's a two hour trip, as noted above.Since the two
cities are in different time zones (Eastern and Central), that accounts for the
fast trip home!
Those who drive to Cincinnati from Indianapolis may park in the Kroger lot

across the street from the Emery Theatre which is located at 1112 Walnut
Street, There is also plenty of "on street" parking available around the theatre.

Byrd Has Big Opener
by Miles Rudisill, Jr.

If this Byrd were a strutting pea
cock its beauty couldn't have won
greater acclaim than was given by
first-night audiences who packed the
famed Richmond, Virginia movie
palace for its re-opening show April
6. The house was finally ready for
customers after many delays—and it
really does look great, the organ
sounds great, and the policy is also
great!

All the brass doors, fixtures, etc.,
were stripped and polished (no
laquer was applied and the theatre
has a porter who does nothing but
keep the brass shiny). Twelve large
palms in containers as well as other
plants—$3,000 worth of them—
have been placed around, includings
one sitting atop an eight-foot column
near the concession counter.

All furniture has been covered in a

red and gold brocade, maroon carpet
ing is on the floor throughout the
house, and new tile and plumbing has
been installed in lounges and rest
rooms. Old brass ceiling fixtures—
seven of them—were bought from
the ornate Jefferson Hotel, which is
now under restoration, and placed in
the rest rooms.

The outter lobby was repainted
(sponged is a better word) in its origi
nal brown, beige and gold colors. Dis
play frames have been antiqued in
gold. The box office is now all black
inside with red drapes in the win
dows. Mirrors have replaced flocked
vynal wall coverings on the mezza
nine, giving the appearance of large,
framed mirrors.

Pasteries*Pop Com
A new concession counter came from

a bcikery in New York. Fabricated in
1890, it is mahogany with glass front,
marble base and glass top. The match
ing pieces cire behind it against the wall
including a twelve-foot gold framed mir

ror. In front of the mirror on a marble top
is one of those fancy coffee makers
capped by an eagle. Flooring around the
counter is black marble squares. From
this handsome serving area patrons can
purchase either gourmet flavored pop
corn or delicate, fresh pasteries.

Costumed Ushers

All personnel are students from local
halls of learning. For the boys there is
formal attire with white gloves. The
girls, six of them, are dressed in flapper
costumes—and someone from the home

office comes out every afternoon or
evening to be sure they are dressed cor
rectly. The boys have their hair slicked
down with Vitalis!

Wurlitzer by Lunde
Lin Lunde has a ten-minute organ

spot twice each night. There is a half-
hour break between shows so a crew can

go in and clean the house and turn up
each seat before the next performemce.
When auditorium doors swing open

the organ is playing. Upon finishing, Lin
stands, takes a bow, then plays himself
down. He does no talking—just playing!
As he is almost out of sight, a crackly
voice is heard and a puppet (life size and
similar to The Madam which is seen on

television) screams for the spotlight
which moves from orgcin console, which
is now out of sight, and picks her up in
the piano box. She is mistress of cerem
ony and when she says On With The
Show, Bugs Bunny hits the screen and
the audience goes wild. Cartoons will be
changed with each picture program.
The theatre is doing a record business

on its reopening, due mainly to superb
media coverage. The theatre was fea
tured five times on Friday newscasts
with all three TV outlets providing spots.
One station did a live mobile show at

6:15 on opening night. The Virginia
Center (former Loew's Richmond Thea
tre) received nothing like this when it
opened.

It is certainly a new concept for pres
entation of movies here in Richmond.

The idea of no talking from the organ
bench came from Radio City Music
Hall's policy. The puppet idea came
from The Sound of Music.

This is one movie palace presentation
concept I hope will continue to gain pub
lic support. If it doesn't the Byrd could
become a dinner theatre.

Paramount
Lists Series

For 84/85
Oakland's Art Deco Paramount,

home of an excellent Wurlitzer theatre

pipe organ installation, has announced
artist selection for its 1984-85 Para

mount Organ Pops Series. "It's the year
of the pipe organ," stated Peter Botto,
general manager. "In the music world,
classical organs like the San Francisco
Symphony's new Ruffatti cater to a
more classical, serious audience while
the theatre organ serves the light, 'pops'
oriented taste. Our Wurlitzer is a fabu

lous instrument, the largest and finest
theatre organ installation in Northern
California."

First on the series is George Wright,
November 3. Lee Erwin will be next,

playing March 2, 1985. Closing the
series will be Jim Roseveare, the Para-
mount's own house organist, in a pro
gram with San Francisco's renowned
Peter Mintun on the concert grand
piano.

For complete information regarding
the series write or call the Paramount

Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland,
Calif. 94612—(415) 893-2300.

Pitts Put Up Pipes

A feature of the Dundee Theatre in
Omaha will be a $10,000 Hillgreen-
Lane pif>e organ, being instsJIed by the
Pitts Pipe Organ Co.—Exhibitors
Herald \ 12125
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HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN!!

Denver Pasta Palace
Changes Format And
Builds Big Business
Yes, Denver's Organ Grinder is very much alive and ticking, contrary to

rumors you may hear. Not only is it ticking, but skyrocketing in popularity as
well, which is now resulting in the restaurant playing to well packed houses
with full capacity seating plus long lines out the door being the rule rather than
the exception. The Organ Grinder must be doing something worth looking
into by other pipe organ-equipped pizza pleasure palaces.

Discovery of the Denver success came about when The Console received a phone
call from Staff Organist Ed Benoit who wanted to know where the untrue rumor came
from about the 'Grinder' being closed. Refuting the garbage gossip, Benoit com
mented, "Business couldn't be better." He explained that since changing the enter
tainment format and advertising in the two Denver newspapers, "we've been turning
this place over and over and over every night. Our lunches have also increased in
patronage many times over."
The Denver establishment has gone through its share of hard times, like

most other pasta palaces, but it seems as though they have discovered the
magic formula to cause Jerry Forchuck, the owner, to sing Happy Days Are
Here Again!

Other Parlors Can Do It

The new lunch format consists of very soft background music, all the lush ballads
and favorite standards, played in a very relaxed manner by either Keith Kendall or
Ed Benoit, the two staff organists. "And people are enjoying it," says Kendall. "No
more pizza music at lunchtime—even we two organists are enjoying it," he added.
"But night time is show time," trumpets Owner Jerry Forchuck.
Each night the Please-Wait-Here-To BerSeated sign can be seen as patrons are

escorted to their tables by the hostess. Umpteen bus-boys are busily clearing tables,
making way for more pizza chompers, while Las Vegas-style entertainment keeps
everyone happy.
The new format is the creation of Forchuck, hit upon when he was out on the

town one night and watched the Al Fike Show. A1 is perhaps the last remaining
vaudeville entertainer in the country. He has appeared in most every club
across the U.S.A.—big and small, including Las Vegas. Jerry thought this was
a natural for The Chgan Grinder.
To make a long story short, the Al Fike Show is performed in two, one-hour

segments every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 7 to 9pm.
As can be seen in the accompanying photographs, business is booming! "We have

group reservations numbering from four to 350 people. Some nights we have from
five to seven thousand people come thropgh here—that's a lot of pizza and a lot of
happy faces on both sides of the counter," beams Forchuck.

Fike's show consists of Al singing and playing the pieuio on stage, telling stories of
his career, etc., plus vocalist Jeanette Shearwood, and either Larry Wegner or Dick
Kroeckel on piano. Dick's record albums are available through Vestal Press. All this
happens with the grand accompaniment by Benoit on the 4/37 Wurlitzer.

In addition, Helen Bingham is a regular on the show, playing her organ solos with
—See—PASTA PALACE—Page Seven—

3applauo

DICK KROECKEL busy at the piano with Ed Benoit equally engaged at the
Wurlitzer while the line of patrons continually keeps coming into the Organ
Grinder.

—The Console <

THE SHOW—Jimmy Roberts at the piano, Ed Benoit at the Wurlitzer and Al
Fike and Roberts singing during the evening presentation of the Al Fike Show.

Cinema 'N Drafthouse
(With Organ) Brings In
Many Pizza Chompers
Many of the nation's pizza parlors are suffering from what might be termed the

fickle public's fascination for something new. While it is true people must eat, and
pipe organ-equipped pizza parlors are purveyors of music and munching, the public's
fancy can be captured by other offers of entertainment or types of food.

In this issue is a story about the Denver Organ Grinder Pizza Parlor and its
successful new entertainment format. There is also another entertainment format
now fairly well established in the east. It started in Atlanta, according to information
received recently, and has been spreading to other cities.
The idea involves motion picture theatre and restaurant combination. In

Belhesda, Maryland this has been accomplished within a theatre that is equipped
with a theatre pipe organ. The instrument was installed by Pipe organ Concerts and
has been the Washington, D. C. area's only theatre organ pops concert outlet. This
was to have been abandoned when it was announced the theatre would be
demolished.

However, before the building could be raised, the Atlanta promoters, or a group
that knew of the Atlanta project, was successful in acquiring the theatre. They
rejuvinated the movie house, installed a terraced floor in place of the normi
theatre-style raked floor, equipped it with tables and chairs and a kitchen and
reopened as the Bethesda Cinema 'N' Drafthouse.

Presenting regular current feature motion picture programs, general admission to
the show is $2 per person. Once iriside, patrons can purchase dinners, snacks, or
drinks—or merely see the current attraction.

It is reported the new venture is proving extremely popular with college and young
business people. The organ remains as part of the overall entertainment, being used
for intermissions and, it is believed, some solo presentations. Special concert pro
grams are presented, the most recent being Father Bill Biebel, who played a formal
concert on Sunday afternoon, April 8. Food service was available prior to and
following the concert.

This format has been successful and is being cntinued under the special program
ming as Concert/Film Series.

It is planned to present a feature article about this operation in a future issue of The
Console.
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