
LATOS Buys Lansing Wurlitzer
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Teacher Will

Head Organ
Installation
Manteo, North Carolina, High

School now has the means of filling its
auditorium with organ music. Two
instruments have been donated to

the school—an electronic and a pipe
organ.

First to be received was a Ham

mond, presented by The Lost Colony
which used it during thousands of perfor
mances of an outdoor drama from the

end of World War II until 1976.

Next, Joe Pool, well-known organ
buff and teacher at Manteo, and several

students traveled to Fredericksburg,

See—SCHOOL ORGAN-Page 10

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society became the proud owners of one of the
finest theatre organs on January 26 when LATOS President Ralph Sargent
successfully bid $43,000 to purchase the Roaring Twenties 3/27 Wurlitzer in
Lansing, Michigan. The instrument cost was listed around $200,000 by the
bank that sold it at auction. Sargent also bid $ 1,500 and got the very expen
sive hydraulic scissors lift which elevated the conosle.

First inkling that the instrument was
available was relayed to Sargent by Ken
Crome, Los Angeles organ builder. He ^ ^
informed the LATOS official the instru- ^
ment was to be auctioned off with the

rest of the assets of Ron Walls'Roaring
Twenties Pizza Parlor in Lansing by the
bank that held the mortgage on the pop-
ular food emporium.
Crome originally sold the instrument

to Walls. It had been his personal Wur- ^^gM|jj|A||gi|||ijjj||jJji|L_jM
litzer, made up of very choice ranks he
had been collecting for a number of VOLUME 23 NUMBER 2
years with the idea in mind to erect it in
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Society Wants Input
To Build Contest On

Local/World Scale
Learning how to establish a give-away amounting to $3,000 annually (to

winners of scholarships), and possibly trying to build a foundation for partici
pation by every ATOS chapter in similar contests, as well as an international
ATOS finals event, is developing into a lengthy and interesting task for
members of Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society's Scholarship Committee.
_ The committee is casting about for ^an be found to interest non-playing
input from organ teachers, other ATOS
chapters and anyone who has been
involved in scholarship events, to cover
all phases of the project. The immediate
goal, of course, is to establish the Los
Angeles competition and then interest
other units to launch their own local con

tests, and finally, the international finals
project.
The need to bring young people into

the theatre organ hobby is evident, and a
scholarship project is but one way in
which they hoepfully can be involved.
Through this project it is also the hope of
the Los Angeles committee that ways

youngsters as well.
When the idea of resurrecting a schol-

rship program first started, member
Jason Strohl was appointed to develope
it. As a committee of one he imme

diately sent out letters to area school
See—SCHOLARSHIP—Page 31

Electronic Sales
Still Lagging

Sale of electronic organs continues
to lag and in many cases disappear
despite modernization of these pro
ducts through electronic and compu
ter technology, it was reported in the
December 1983 issue of Up Beat
magazine.
Many reasons were listed for the lack

of sales in organs, but the magazine
noted there are no quick "fixes" appar
ent that could spur sales. There also
seems to be a genera! lack of under
standing and confusion about organ fea
tures; many prospective buyers do not
know what they want in an organ, other
than reasonable priced instruments.
Many expect to pay around $2,500 to
$3,000

Bay Area Pizza
Parlors For Sale
A recent issue of The Wall Street

Journal carried a notice listing for
sale three pizza parlors in the San
Francisco Bay Area "with musical
instruments". They were not identi
fied as to type—pianos, violins, pipe
organs, etc.—and the only three
pasta palaces under single ownership
in that region are the Capn's Galleys
in Redwood City, Santa Clara and
Serramonte.
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Report Wiltern
Is Now Leased
Work is scheduled to begin imme

diately on refurbishing the Los Angeles
Wiltern Theatre, it was learned this
month. The big midtown house has been
leased on five year contract to an
unnamed operator who plans to mount
live shows there. He will take over when

the extensive work has been completed
and the building is ready. It was also
learned that a bid by Paramount Pic
tures Corporation to lease the house as a
first run situtation was turned down by
the owners.

Could Be RCMH

Part of the information about the

Wiltern lease revealed the unnamed

operator has requested installation of
stage elevating equipment be made dur
ing the refurbishing of the theatre. This
could mean the house will be under

direction of New York City's Radio City

Music Hall. It is one of the few theatrical

ventures that utilize stage elevators.

Wright Kills Show Dates

Do Drop In!
Organ buffs visiting San Diego will

find the 3/15 Wurlitzer console in
the California Theatre, downtown at
4th and C Streets—next to the new

trolley tracks—is usually open Satur
days, unless the theatre has some
thing booked in. Organ buffs are
invited to enter through the stage
door by the trolley tracks, and try
their fingers and feet whether
beginners or professionals. A thrill
awaits each one playing this
instrument.

"We are a friendly bunch and love
to give beginners the thrill of playing
their first theatre pipe organ," says
Lester C. Harlow. By calling (619)
279-2867, it is possible to find out if
the organ crew is on hand.
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George Wright has abandoned
plans for a May concert at San
Gabriel Civic Auditorium. He has

indicated to Ken Petersen, Los
Angeles Theatre Organ Society
Activities Director, he is much less

than enchanted with the Wurlitzer

organ and will not play it unless he
can have it the way he wants it. This
was explained by saying Wright is
not satisfied with the manner in

which tremulants are set, plus other
items he desires changed.
He told Petersen he is not upset with

anyone and that the instrument in San
Gabriel Civic works mechanically
perfect.

But the refusal to make the changes
he feels he needs in order to play it would
not permit him to present the best musi
cal program possible. "Unless 1 can
have it the way I want it," he reportedly
told Petersen, "1 cannot do my best and
therefore have cancelled the May date."

Uniform Policy
San Gabriel Civic Auditorium man

agement has in contract form the stipu-
laltion that minor adjustments are
permissable for artists playing the Wur
litzer in concert, but drastic alteration of

the instrument—such as substitution of

ranks—cannot be done.

It is well known that Wright has, for
most of his concerts, brought some of his
own pipework to use in place of ranks he
does not like in the San Gabriel instru

ment. In addition, there has usually been
changes made to suit him, and then,
following his program, the organ was
returned to its original status. The pro
viso now in the contract negates such
changes.

It is also well known that Wright is
less than enchanted with the five-manual

Pasadena Civic organ, although other
top notch artists who have played it rave
about the instrument, and, surprisingly,
have won standing ovations for their
concerts.

Since these are the only two major
instruments in the Los Angeles metro
politan area, it is possible there will be no
more public appearances made by

Wright. One possibility does remain
open to him—the 4/61 Robert-Morton
organ in the former Elks 99 Lodge
Building in mid-town Los Angeles.
Wright played this big one several years
ago for an afternoon LATOS meeting
there.

However, if he doesn't use this instru
ment it means Angelenos will have to fly
to Oakland when he plays the Para
mount Wurlitzer, or even go to San
Diego if he should happen to perform on
the California Theatre Wurlitzer. Other

wise, George can be heard playing his
own residence Wurlitzer via record

albums.

Of course he may change his mind, it
is recalleld that at one point in his local
career, when he appeared at the South
Pasadena Riallo Theatre, he made the
announcement he would not be playing
theatre pipe organs alter that particular
evening. There were moans and groans
of "Oh, no, Geoerge, don't do that," etc.
And sure enough, after several years
absence from playing theatre pipe
organ, he returned.
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MEMPHIS' ORPHEUM, an architectural creation by fire after the hou;
the firm of Rapp & Rapp, is shown as it appeared when The elaborate ha
formaJly opened to the public November 19,1928. Orig- drapes were sub
inal grand drape and house curtains were destroyed by

Mt.Baker Theatre To

Become Arts Center
Another operating movie palace will cease operation March 1. Its'Wurlitzer

pipe organ will no longer be heard in daily evening pre-show recitals—but it
will continue to be heard whenever the theatre is open. And it will be open as a
performing arts center. The Mount Baker Theatre in BelHngham, Washington
is slated to undergo a rehabilitation project to begin in 1985.
The drive to acquire and restore the theatre received help during late January from

the National Endowment for the Arts

fire after the house had been in operation for some years.
The elaborate hangings were never replaced; less ornate
drapes were substituted.

with a grant of $20,000. This will be
matched by local cash and volunteer
work on the theatre to help finance
design and planning for general rehabili
tation and restoration of the theatre

along with technical upgrading of light
ing and sound systems.

Owners of the building will receive
$500,000 for it.

Films and some non-performing arts
events are being lined up for the fall.

Jim Zervas, a local architect, has
been spearheading the drive to keep the
theatre standing. Fortunately, according
to Jeffrey A. Fox, who has been playing
the Wurlitzer, the present Canadian
owners have maintained the theatre—

installing a new roof, new boiler, new

carpet, etc. They also had some of the
original lobby furniture refinished and
restored the concession stand.

The organ, a Style 215, 2m/10r, is
kept in excellent condition by Bob White
of Seattle. The Peace Arch Organ
Society has voted to purchase heaters
for the chambers and donate them to the

theatre. "We hope to have the water-
powered Otis elevator which the console
rides to overture position repaired some
time this year," he added.

Contributions are being accepted by

the Mount Baker Theatre Committee.

Donations at tax-deductible and may be
sent to P.O. Box 918, Bellingham,
Washington 98227.

Saliba Heads

Rodgers Sales
Rodgers Organ Company has

stepped up its marketing and sales
efforts in the greater Los Angeles area
through its authorized representative,
Colton's, by the placement of Ken Sal
iba to head Rodgers sales at Colton's
famous Schafer Hall, L.A. headquar
ters lor Rodgers sales and service.

Saliba was formerly at Musical Herit
age, Detroit, and was responsible for
significant sales success with the
Rodgers line. He attended University of
Michigan and majored in organ perfor
mance under Robert Glasgow.

According to Saliba, church organ
work shops and the organization of a
Rodgers Organ Club for home organ
enthusiasts, led by Shirley Mickey,
have been responsible for creating
numerous bona fide leads.

The Hillsboro builder recently intro
duced its new Asi/omar 780, a two man
ual theatrically voiced instrument
designed to interface with Rodgers
pipes.

Memphis House
Reopens As
Arts Center

Nearly 2,500 people packed the
landlmark Memphis Orpheum recently
to celebrate a year-long, $5 million face-
flift that restored the beauty for which
the theatre has been known most of this

century.

City and county mayors arrived with
their wives in horsedrawn carriages just
before show lime. The performance was
a tribute to George Gershwin featuring
the Tennessee Ballet, Opera Memphis
and the Memphis Symphony.

Pre-show entertainment was provided
by Vincent Aslor, a strong supporter of
the Orpheum for 14 years, at the con
sole of the 3/13 Wurlitzer theatre pipe
organ playing a flashy medley.

Theatres Get
On Register

Warner Brothers Theatre inTorring-

ton, Connecticut, now a performing arts
center, and the Eagle Theatre in Pon-
tiac, Michigan, have been nominated for
entry in the National Register of Historic
Places, it was announced this month.

—The Console 3 February 1984—
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Twin Bartons In '24
Saxe's Wisconsin Theatre, a 3,500-

seat house, opened in April, 1924, in
Milwaukee. A 60-piece orchestra and
twin $50,000 organs (two consoles)
were part of the features of this movie

palace.
—Mooing Picture World, 4/19124
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IT'S OUT!

BOB FREEMAN sits proudly at his ABC 3/6 Compton in his purpose built
studio at Ormsby near Middlesborough in Northeast England. The instrument
came from the Regal Putney in London. Freeman replaced damaged glass
panels at extremely high cost.

-The Console 4 February 1984--
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Ebell Barton

Work Well

Underway
Installation of the LATOS Barton

organ in Wiishire Ebell Theatre is well
underway, according to Peter Crotty,
LATOS Technical Director. Swell

shades have been mounted in the main

chamber opening and the right chamber
shades were expected to be in place
early this month.
The floor of the relay room has been

put down. This room is located under the
main chamber area in the theatre. As

soon as the floor is finished the Barton

relay can be moved into place, it was
noted.

Crome Organ Company will erect the
restored instrument on its floor framing
in the Crome erecting room early this
month so that the instrument can be

tested before it is moved into the theatre

chambers.

Nor-Cal May
Rejoin PCOC
Northern California Chapter ATOS is
currently considering affiliation once
more with the Pacific Council of Organ
Clubs in the San Francisco Bay Area.
PCOC sponsors the annual electronic
home organ show at Asilomar, and pub
lishes Tabs and Drawbars which reports
activities of the many electronic groups
that make up the council roster.

Until several years ago Nor-Cal
belonged to the group, but was forced to
withdraw when it was suggested by
former ATOS Nabonal officials that

such an association with an organization
outside the national club might be in
opposition to the best interests of
ATOS.

At that time there was limited opposi
tion to national's statement. However,

no concerted action was taken to force

officials change their mind and Nor-Cal
withdrew from PCOC.

According to Rudy Prey, Nor-Cal
official, membership in the council offers
benefits to members and the chapter
itself. It is obvious Nor-Cal will be able to

interest electronic clubbers in playing
theatre pipe organs located in the Bay
Area. This usually helps electronic buffs
to join ATOS.

Haskins Buys T wo
More Pipe Organs

Dale Haskins, Oregon organ owner
who now has the former San Francisco

Orpheum Theatre Robert-Morton and
Buddy Cole's Wurli/Morton, has just
added two more pipe organ to his collec
tion. He now owns the 3/13 Robert-
Morton from the Marin Pizza Pub (in
the Bay Area), and also the fire-damag
ed 2/lOWurlitzer/hybrid from a pizza
parlor in Stockton, Calif. The latter or
gan was partially destroyed in a fire that
raged through the pizza house some
time ago.

Two Organists Are
Searching For Two
Jane McKee Johnson and Robert

Vaughn, two well-known theatre orga

nists currently afrpearing in various pro
grams, have sent requests lor
information about two organists who
were popular during the heyday of thea
tre organs.

Ivan Ditmars once played in the
Pacific Northwest and then mooed to

Southern California. He uras heard fre

quently ouer the CBS outlet in Holly
wood, Radio Station KNX. His style
tuas excellent 'theatre' and Jane recalls

being in the studio one day when he
walked in. She remembered she was too

shy to speak to Ditmars. Now she wond
ers what has happened to him. Can
anybody tell her?

Bob Vaughn noted that it was a "big
thrill to see in the January issue of The
Console the picture of Frederick Burr
Scholl pictured at the Grauman Egyp
tian Theatre Wurlitzer console. "I saw

him there. He was a fine musician—but

that was early, long before I had suc
cumbed to the T.O. bug. I also recall
another organist down there by the
name of Stanley Bentley, who played at
Carthay Circle Theatre.
"The question is—who can answer

that one? Is my memory correct—or am
1 imagining things? If correct—we never
hear of him. What else did he do? Bob

asks.

Who can supply answers to either
question about either organist?

Comedy Festival
At Castro Again
Laurel and Hardy's special six-

comedy show—The Return of Laurel
and Hardy—will return to San Francis
co's Castro Theatre March 10 for a

single matinee showing with Bob
Vaughn at the console of the Wurlitzer.
Vaughn is also accompanying a Lon

Chaney double feature program March
1. The two films are The Unknown and

Laugh, Cloiun, Laugh. On March 3 he
plays accompaniment for Greta Garbo's
The Mysterious Lady.

Jay Johnson Has
Complete Silent
Shows Available
For the past fifteen yesirs Jay John

son, Rancho Mirage, Calif., organist,
has been presenting silent film shows in
Southern California outside large metro
politan areas. He not only furnishes
silent film accompaniment, he also fur
nishes the organ he plays—an elec
tronic, of course—and has a library of
films from which shows can be arranged
to vary from a half-hour to two hours
"and even more." His titles include

comedies, westerns, mysteries, chapters
from cliff-hanging serials, and even a
community sing-a-long, "if you'd like to
warm up your vocal chords." His shows
play in large auditoriums or just regular
size living rooms.

His company is known as Sifents Are
Golden and Johnson has a key word in
his operation—simplicity. "We do all
the planning, arranging and performing.
So if Laurel and Hardy, Charley Cha
plin, Douglas Fairbanks or Lon Chaney
are your idea of movie stars, all you
have to do is book Silents Are Golden,
sit back and ENJOY!" Johnson

declares. The company address is
P.O.Box 8787, Palm Springs, Calif.
92263.

Organist Deserts
Organ For Piano

For twenty-six years, while she was
organist first for the New York Mets,
and later for the Milwaukee Braves,
Jane Jarvis was an undercover musi

cian, playing jazz and producing jazz
recordings. At the same time, she spent
18 years with Muzak and even became
a vice president. She produced record
ings and sometimes played in them.

Five years ago she left Muzak, a year
later she also quit the Mets and came out
in the open to do what she has always
considered "her thing"—playing jazz
piano. Late last month she reached an
important point in her career—her first
showcase engagement in New York
City—at Zinno, 124 West 13th Street.

Organists—Ohio
Theatre Forming
84/85 Season

Concert organists who would like
to be considered for concert presen
tations at the Ohio Theatre, Colum
bus, are requested to furnish
resumes' and other information to

Robert Freedman, % Ohio Theatre,
129 East State Street, Columbus,
Ohio 43215. Programming is now
underway for the 1984/85 season.
inmnrimniiiiiHiinnrninnmniiiniminim

Actor Visits

Home Theatre
Vincent Price, well-known motion

picture star, recently visited the Mauck-
/Miller residence theatre in the Glassell
Park area of Los Angeles. He brought
with him a television crew to film interior

scenes for a television series he is doing
on unusual homes.

In a forthcoming issue The Console
will present a feature article on minature,
model and residence theatres. The
Mauch/Miller theatre will be included in
the article.

Valley Organ Group
Moves To Pasadena

Meetings of the Valley Organ
Society, a San Fernando Valley group,
have been moved to Pasadena to Gould

Music Store at 1296 East Colorado

Blvd. The change was made after Sher
man Clay announced closure of their
North Hollywood store in late January.
News regarding the location change was
received after the January issue of The
Console had gone to press. A program
featuring Candi Carley, listed for Febru
ary 15 at the North Hollywood address,
could not be corrected.

Musical Mobile Park Has Four
Organs—Buffs Are Invited
Orange County in Southern California is known for such attractions as

Disneyland, Knott's Berry Farm, the Crystal Cathedral. Now another addition
to these attractions seems imminent—especially for organ buffs. It is the
musical Goforth Mobile Home Village at 1801 East Collins in the City of
Orange.

Resident owners Tom and Margie Caldwell have made this address a
regular "watering hole" for anyone with a thirst for musiceJ entertainment.

Their clubhouse is furnished with a

piano, a Lowry, a Conn, Yamaha From rank amateurs to occasional
FX20, and Allen organs. For the less well-known celebrities, Goforth
adventuresome, there are two smaller Mobil Home Village has become an
organs, vibes, drums and an ARP Pro institution for all musicians,
synthesizer. Comfortable seating and a There is no admission charge, no
nice oak dance floor make it a perfect dues, no committee or business meet-
place for both performer and spectator. ings, and no commercials—just plain.
The last Sunday of each month has unrehearsed, informal musical fun.

been set aside every month since "The joys of a collection is sharing it
1964 for anyone and everyone to with other genuinely interested mus-
come, see, listen, play and enjoy. ical people," stated the Caldwells.

OUT OF RETIREMENT—Jack Gus-

tafson is apparently out of retirement
since he is filling in for Don Thomp
son at San Lorenzo's Pizza Joynt. He
will be heard there through March
19 while Don is on concert tour. Jack

also is planning to release a new
album this year that he will record on
his residence 3/9 Kimball organ in
San Jose. He is shown here at the

4/22 Redwood City Capn's Galley
Wurlitzer.

—The Console 5 February 1984—



Indianapolis—A Real Show Town
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Looking across Circle auditorium from Mezzanine Floor.

Circle Theater, Indianapolis, Ind.

*********

Circle Was One

Of First Houses

and balcony. The stage set shows an
Italian garden with a flight of steps lead
ing to a terrace. On each side of the
stage are large gold urns filled with pink
flowers and on each side of the terrace is

a fountain with running water, under the
play of multi-colored lights. Trees and
trellises make up the background for the
set.

The picture sheet when not in use is

Indianapolis still has its Circle Thea

tre. Although presently shuttered, the
structure is due to become home of the

Indianpolis Symphony, or possibly a
performing arts center since the loss of
the lavish Indiana Theatre which has

been carved up into several legitimate
playhouses.
Opening in August, 1916, The Circle

was the ultimate in motion picture
palaces—a 3,000-seat house represent
ing an investment of $200,000.

Dedication of the theatre, reported in
the November 18, 1916 issue of Mov
ing Picture World, noted "it was with a
great display of oratory, doled out by the
best known of local orators, that the
beautiful Circle threw open its doors to
the public. It was an event in the munici
pal life of the city and one deservingly
commemorated. A crowd much loo

large to be accomodated tried to get into
the big auditorium. The crowd came
sightseeing, for the venture of the
owners of the theatre was a thing which
had aroused the admiration of the citi

zens of the city. They came, they saw,
cind were satisfied. They are still
coming.
"The theatre is situated on the sou

theast sector of Monument Place, other
wise known as the circle. A brilliantly
lighted marquee of heavy copper juts out
from the terra cotta facade. Above it is a

Beautiful Lounge on the Mezzanine Floor of the Circle Theatre, Indianapolis.

panel, crossing the theatre building,
showing a Grecian pastoral scene.
Above this is the Circle clock, a huge
timekeeper, thirty feet across the dial,
and capable of adjustment to one-tenth
of a second per month, despite its size.
The hands and numerals, as is also the
Dorder, are illuminated with electricity.

Pictures hung in the theatre gallery
are one of its wonders. They are twenty
in number and were lent to the theatre by
one of the stockholders, Mr. Lieber, and
are valued at $20,000.
The 3,000 seating is divided

evenly—1,500 on each floor, orchestra

lowered beneath the stage. Incoming air
is "laundered"—it is washed, dried and
tempered before reaching the
auditorium.

The Circle employs a 20-piece
orchestra, clad in Bohemian uniforms,
consisting of a rose colored jacket, black
trousers and a black flowing tie. The
theatre is also equipped with a pipe
organ. There is a specially trained corps
of 18 ushers.

The theatre opens daily at 11am.
Plrice of admission is 15 cents for lower

floor seats: boxes loges and mezzanine
floor, 25 cents, and balcony and gallery

sections 10 cents. These prices prevail
at night. Afternoon prices are 10 and 15
cents.

Folis' Shaping
Up For Meeting
Richard Purvis has been signed to

play the 5/88 E. M. Skinner organ in
the Indianapolis Scottish Rite
Cathedral for the 1984 ATOS

National Convention. This will be the
first public concert appearance by
this famous artist in several years.
Dennis James will play the Con

vention opening concert at Manual
High School. Tom Hazelton is slated
to play both the Long Center Wur-
litzer and Purdue Hall of Music;
Jonas Nordwall and Dwight Bea-
cham are also inked to appear at
Purdue.

Lin Lunde, an excellent theatre
organist—he is now resident organist
for the Byrd Theatre which reopens
soon—will present a concert at the
Hedback Theatre. Donna Parker and
Bill Vlasak will hold concert court at

Paramount Music Palace, and Lowell
Ayars is set for the 3/8 Page at And
erson's Paramount Theatre.

Chris Elliott is under contract to

perform at Cardinal Music Palace
and Wall Strony will preside at the
Fort Wayne Embassy Theatre Page
organ. That same evening —
Tuesday, July 10— Lyn Larsen and
Orchestra will appear at the
Embassy.

Final convention day features Bill
Tandy at Pipe Dream Restaurant in
Kokomo, and the Young Artists'
Concert at Manual High School.

Information has not been posted on
the Afterglow which will be held in
Cincinnati.

It should be borne in mind the
above events are listed in the tenta-

See-CONCLAVE-Page 7
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