Joynt Jumps On 25th

by Dr. Ed Mullins
Ye Olde Pizza Joynt, San Lorenzo, Caifornia celebrated its Silver Jubilee
December 7, 1983. Complimentary champagne flowed as wall-to-wall people
toasted Joyce and Carsten Henningsen’s twenty-fifth year in business.

It was here the idea of a theatre pipe
organ in a pizzeria was first conceived
and given birth. Ye Olde Pizza Joynt
opened in November 1958, however the
organ installation was not completed
until 1962. Core of the instrument is the
2/9 Wurlitzer from the State Theatre,
Fresno, California.

Dave Quinlan was the first organist,
appearing from July 25, 1962 until
October 12, 1963. The three-manual
console from San Francisco’s Warfield
Thealtre replaced the two decker in

See—PARTY—Page 20
Hazelton-Larsen Grand

Duo Due In Grand Lake

" A Grand Duo at the Grand Lake" is the show set for Sunday, February 5 at
1:30 in Oakland’s Grand Lake Theatre. Curtain time for the Tom Hazelton—
Lyn Larsen spectacular is 1:30pm and proceeds from the performance will
help to secure an elevator for the Grand Lake three-manual Wurlitzer organ
console.

The show features the two famous theatre organists at the console of the
3/15 Grand Lake Wurlitzer and a two-manual, System 3500 Allen.

Tickets are $5 at the box office the day of the performance, or by mail
order—Address orders to "Ernie Wilson,” John Nelson Organ & Piano, 4231
Park Blvd., Oakland, Calif. 946 10. Stamped, self-addressed return envelopes
must accompany check or money order for tickets.

The one-time-only performance is being sponsored by Ernie Wilson and
John Nelson.
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PIZZA POTENTATES Bill Breuer and Carsten Henningsen pictured with
Don Thompson, Ye Olde Pizza Joynt resident organist, during silver jubilee
celebration of the first organ-equipped pizza parlor in the world.

Teacher Shows, Kids
Rebuild Wurlitzer

After three years of painstaking restoration work, the old Albert Theatre
Wourlitzer pipe organ is in working order once again in Berlin, New Hamp-
shire, Middle School auditorium. It had lain collecting dust after gradually
falling into disrepair.

Three years ago Jim Martin arrived to teach science at Middle School. On his
first tour of the plant he smelled the Wurlitzer even before he saw it—""not,”
he claimed, "an uncommon feat for a real pipe organ buff.” He explained this
by saying pipes are made of a combination of tin, lead and zinc, and have a very

To Plug-Ins

Organists have no qualms presenting
concerts on electronic organs in Great
Britain, nor, apparently, do lovers of
organ music evade such programs.

In the November 1983 issue of the
Cinema Organ Society Newsletter,
there are a total of 127 organ concerts
listed throughout the country, Of these
43 were advertised as being played on
electronic instruments, They are public
concerts sponsored by various organ
societies.

Each month the number of programs
does not vary to extreme but remains
abut the same.

Beauty, Palace
Ready For Feb.

Sleeping Beauty's story will unfold
for sure in the February issue of The
Console. Photos of the palace in
which the slumbering doll resides
arrived this month. Pictures of the
beauty herself have been promised,
thus making it possible to trumpet

distinct odor.

Built by Wurlitzer in 1924, it arrived
at the Albert Theatre in 1926 and was
installed for silent film accompaniment.
After talkies silenced the organ, it was
donated in 1936 to the school and
required one full year to install.

Ward Steady, who used to play the
organ in the theatre, also played it for
several years after it was installed in the

school. Others periodically played it
See—KIDS—Page 17

Student Passes
For All Concerts

A novel idea to interest young artists
in the theatre pipe organ is used by San
Diego Chapter ATOS. The unit
requests all music teachers in the area to
submit a list of names to the chapter vice
chairman of any student desiring a 1984
Year Pass to concerts presented at the
California Theatre or other locations.

Students under the age of 21 who are
studying music are eligible to receive the
passes.

Need Many Youngsters
Now it is up to someone to create a

announcement of publication. As
previously noted, she is awake and
the palace has been dusted, but the
delay in receiving pictorial material
forced postponement of the feature.

TOYS FOR TOTS—Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society launched its first
annual collection of toys for children at the annual meeting held December 18
at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium. Each member attending the meeting was
asked to bring an unwrapped toy; several brought two and three toys which
were placed under the large Christmas tree in the foyer. Toys were given to
Childrens Hospital in Hollywood.

means of interesting as many young
people as possiblein the theatre organ to
insure an audience for the young musi-
cians who will become organists. An
influx of youngsters is needed to keep
theatre organ alive.
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Baldwin Co. Is
Showing Profit

Recent business news has created a
misunderstanding about Baldwin Piano
and Organ Company. A full page
announcement in the October issue of
Australian Keyboard World placed by
R. S. Harrison, Chairman of the Board,
declared "Baldwin Piano and Organ
Company is not included in any of
Baldwin-United Corporation’s bank-
ruptcy petition filings. We are the only
American piano and organ manufac-
turer to operate consistently at a profit
over the past few years... Our share of
the keyboard market is at an all-time
high—for both pianos and organs.”

Weiss Tragedy
Investigation

In an apparent murder-suicide
tragedy, Carl Weiss, well-known east-
ern seaboard organist and technician,
killed his girl friend and then committed
suicide Saturday, December 21. The
bodies were found by Weiss' son, Chris-
topher. Authorities have the incident
under investigation.

Weiss operated an organ service busi-
ness and reportedly had between 180
and 190 instruments under his mainte-
nance supervision. It was also learned
that he had built two of the classic
organs he serviced and that they were
exceptionally fine instruments.

At the time of the tragedy he was in
the process of installing what would
have been a four-manual, 60-rank thea-
tre/concert instrument in his home in
Seaford, Long Island. The console for
this organ is a Devtronix and is pictured
above.

He had forwarded to The Console in
late October photos and the first part of
afeature article he had written about the
organ. The article contains much of his
unusual plans for and observations
about organ building, and unique ideas
concerning tonal work.

s

Long Island home.

Shea’s 4/28 Ready April 27;
Larsen Will Dedicate It;
Miller Played At Xmas

Shea’s Buffalo Theatre 4/28 Waurlitzer will have a grand reopening April
27. Lyn Larsen has been signed to play the dedication concert, and will also be
backed up by Jack Bethards and his orchestra. It was also announced Larsen
would appear in solo concert on April 29.

At the present time nine ranks of the instrument are playing. Allen Miller,
who is associated with the project and doing tonal finish work on it, played a
short concert for theatre staffers, friends and volunteers during a Christmas

party last month.

Ma’s Split Brings
New Area Code

Effective January 7, due to the
Bell System split up, The Consolea-
rea code changes to 818 in place of
213. The new designation has been
stipulated for the area northeast and
northwest of Los Angeles and
includes Glendale, North Hollywood
and other San Fernando Valley cities.

Artists Put Out
Palms For More

Conclave Alms

Chicago Area Chapter officials who
are now blueprinting their 1985
National ATOS Conclave complained
this month that “several organists (who
apparently have been asked to perform)
for the convention feel they need a major
pay increase.”

Their request stems from the fact that
the San Francisco meeling in July 1983
lurned out to be as much of a financial
success as it was artistic—il made a
good profit.,

[t is not surprising that such a request
would be made. What is unusual is that
only several artists have put the palms
out for greater alms. It is only natural
that success is the breeding ground for
more success.

Chicago officials countered the
request by noting that few fail to con-
sider the many donated hours by fellow
ATOS members. ”If members would
also be paid, there would have been a
loss. They (organists) should remember
if it wasn't for the generosity of the many
ATOS members, they (the organists)
would be unemployed!”

It is expected an answer will be forth-
coming from one or several organists on
the complaint.

CHRISTOPHER AND CARL WEISS shown at work on the Devtronix console
that was planned to control 60 ranks of theatre and concert organ pipework
which the well-known organist/technician had blueprinted for his Seaford,

GAYLORD CARTER stands besid

iR

e one of the 16 billboards that were placed

in areas of Rockford, Illinois to advertise his Harold Lloyd Comedy Film
Festival at the Coronado Theatre last October 27. Land O’Lakes member
Orrill Dunn was responsible for the arrangement. "They must have helped,”
mused Carter, "because we had a full house at the Coronado.”

Business Is Better—
Organs Selling Again

If anyone needs proof the recession is over let them take a look at organ sales
at years’ end—we mean theatre pipe organ sales. Three instruments changed
hands within December. Two of the three are famous in theatre organ circles—
the Whitney Robert-Morton and the former Buddy Cole Wurlitzer/Morton.

First reported of the two was the sale
of the Wourlitzer/Morton from the
Capn's Galley at Campbell, Calfornia.
The only announcement of the change
in ownership was that an organ buff who
lives in Oregon had made the purchase.
The rumor around this transaction
points to Dale Haskins, Portland buff
who owns the former San Francisco
Pantages/Orpheum four-manual
Robert-Morton and another instrument
by the same builder that he purchased
last November. The sale was really no
surprise to many organ buffs who live in
the Bay Area since it has been common
talk that this pizza parlor was due to be
closed. Basically, the instrument was the
Style 260 originally erected in the Uni-
ted Artists Theatre in Los Angeles.

Organist Paul Mickelson reportedly is
the new owner of the four-manual, 34-
rank Whitney Robert-Morton. He
already owns several theatre instru-
ments and it was not learned what he
plans to do with his latest acquisition.

Organ purchase number three was
made by Craig Hudson of Ashland,

Oregon. He now owns the 3/10 Robert-
Morton thal was the property of Dick
Schrum, Seattle organist. Hudson
recently purchased a former Baptist
Church in Ashland and will install the
instrument there. He disclosed the pur-
chase to The Console on December 20
in Arcadia, Calif., where he was visiting
for the day.
Busy Organ Month

All in all, December was an organ
active month. In addition to the sale of
the three instruments described above,
two other famous theatre organs
changed hands, as reported briefly in the
December issue. The former Loew's
Paradise Theatre Wonder Morton was
donated by Marian Cook to Kansas City
Theatre Organ, Inc., for installation by
this group in the lavish Midland Theatre.
And in Mansfield, Ohio, the group in
charge of the Renaissance Theatre has
purchased the former Kearns Wurlitzer
and have announced that Ken Crome,
Los Angeles organman, will restore and
erect the instrument.

—The Console 3 January 1984—
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For a final lookround in 1983 1
managed to work several organ
events into my holiday up in the north
of England which proved most
enjoyable.

I stayed with friends near Blackpool.
They are in the music business and have
two showrooms. Being so close to
Blackpool, | was able to catch up with
the many live shows staged in theaires
there, and, of course, catch up with the
Blackpool Sound.

Tower History

This year there was, up in the Tower
building, a superb exhibition of the his-
tory of the Tower with continuous film
show and commentary about it. The
organ got a large slice of attention and
even chambers and console were shown
along with photographs of Reg Dixon
and Horace Finch, who for years played
next door at the Empress Ballroom in
the Winter Gardens.

Surprisingly they had in a frame the
specification. of the Tower Wurlitzer—
complete with spelling errors. 1 spotted
the Tuba Maria, a stop for catholic
tastes no doubt!

Photo and Video

This years’ Tower souvenir consisted
of a coloured photo for doting fans of
chief organist Phil Kelsall. They rush
like mad to get him to autograph them
when he comes off the console.

According to rumors it is planned to
present the organ another way next
year—maybe. One rumor says the con-
sole will come up and forward at an
angle. It used to slide forward, from the
rear of the bandshell, until fire scorched
it in 1955.

And now it's happened at last....yes
it was bound to. The most famous Wur-
liTzer of all has appeared on a video
cassette. | suppose if any organ was to, it
would be this one, a national institution
as organs go. Kelsall at the Tower Wur-
litzer is the first organist over here to my
knowledge to be featured on a video.It's
a 32-minute offering on the Wave label,
both in Betamax and VHS and costs
£16.

A friend of mine, John Foskett tells
me that it is not suitable for the USA
market because we apparently use a

different system over here which is not
compatible.

Tower officials removed the Compton
illuminated surround from the Ham-
mond that alternates all day ]Dng with
the Wurlitzer. It was quite out of keeping
with the ornate ballroom decor.

Liverpool Next

I next visited Liverpool for a long
loving look atthe world's largest cathed-
ral organ in Liverpool Cathedral, itself
the largest Gothic edifice to be found
anywhere. Magnificent they both are-
the organ and cathedral. lan Tracey,
chief organist, told me he has played
several recilals in the USA. He's a bril-
liant artist. It was certainly awe inspiring
to hear him—the sound fills the gigantic
building. Unlike many of our mediaevel
masterpieces that we have here in abun-
dance, this cathedral was designed to
house an organ.

I had to go up appropriately named
Hope Street to visit the "Pope’s Wig-
wam’ or "Mersey Funnel as it's irrever-
ently called by the "Scousers’—Liver-
pool natives. The large Roman Catholic
cathedral is like an ice cream cornet
upside down and rather surprisingly
dark inside. The organ, quite large, is by
Walker and the organist here is only 60
feet from the pipes. It is easier to play
than many cathedral jobs. I'm afraid the
place didn't fill me with religious
grandeur—too modern and cold, but
impressive in a way.

Philharmonic Hall, home of the Royal
Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra is a
1930s art deco super-cinema-like
dream, complete with a Rushworth and
Dreaper concert organ which is rarely
heard. And, of course, there is the world
famous St.Georges Hall in the city with
its Willis masterpiece organ.

Old Celluloid Cathedrals

I visited three other cathedrals of a
different kind. The former Paramount,
now Odeon, Liverpool. A tour shocked
me. It is so completely altered and unre-
cognisable from my collection of Para-
mount photos—now about six
mini-cinemas. The ABC Lime Street,
formerly the Forum, an art deco dream,
is still delightful externally, butinside the
paint scheme isn't as good asitcould be.

EGYPTIAN STYLED Pyramn:l Cmema, Sale, in Cheshire, taken over by
Odeon circuit. Its dual console Christie is re-born again.

—The Console 4 January 1984—

The building is listed by government
order, but there is a new wide screen
which is placed in front of the original
proscenium and covers much of the
1930 glamour, although ABC are not
allowed to cut around it. The dome s still
there and other parts are visible. The
stalls area has two mini-cinemas placed
there.

The Empire was Liverpool’s greatest
music hall variety theatre and, surpris-
ingly, was a rebuild about 1922 of the
original Victorian structure. | have
always wanted to see it and now Stoll-
Moss, Europe’s biggest theatre owning
chain, have sold it to Liverpool Corpora-
tion, so it's safe-although a burden for
the taxpayers.

I saw One Mo Time, a luvely USA
musical all about New Orleans and full
of lovely jazz standards. The show was
good but didn’t fill that huge stage. After
the show the cast does a cabaret in the
huge, luxurious restaurant-bar of the
theatre. It's a lovely idea—better than
chasing customers out of the house like
they mostly do over here after a show
finishes.

Last Organ

There's only one suburban organ left
in the Rank Gaumeont at Dingle. It's a
nice 2/6 and is played in between bingo
sessions. Films departed this house
sometime ago.

I ended up in Manchester, and it's a
changed place! Sad to see the once
lovely Gaumont, now called Rotters, a
disco. There is a new lower ceiling and
other horrors perpetrated on this elegant
spot—it's ruined forever. The lively and
gorgeous 4/14 Wurlitzer from here is
now stored in the city by the Lancastrian
Theatre Organ Trust.

I couldn’t bring myself to see the old
Paramount—the Odeon Film Centre
now. ltis tripled and was once the home
of the 4/20 Wurlitzer now tucked up
across the street in Free Trade Hall.

I was able to see and hear this organ
as we have a wonderful long-running
radio show called Friday Night Is Music
Night here on BBC Radio. All show
tunes, singers who can sing, instrumen-
talists who can play, and of course, the
arrangements. And, once long time con-
ductor of the splendid 70-piece BBC
Concert Orchestra was Sidney Torch.
He is now retired and living in Sussex.

—Continued on Page Five—
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STAGE CONSOLE in the Egyptian motiff is now restored in ivory and gold
trim at Blue Coat School Hall in Oldham, near Manchester. Reginald Liver-
sidge is shown at the console in this photo taken many years ago.

—Continued from Page Five—

This particular night the radio show
was from Free Trade Hall, and William
Davis was on hand to play the Publix
#1. He even had his photo in Radio
Times, the mass circulation weekly of
the BBC giving programme details of
TV and radio. As a kid [ always cut out
the photos of theatre organists that
appeared on virtually every page during
the '40s and '50s.

Davis got his turn and played a lively
ragtime medley in the first half and then
played Percy Fletcher's lovely Festival
Toccata in the second half, It was excel-
lent and the applause was great.

Organ Opening

Next day, Sept. 17, took place an
important event over here as the LTOT
unveiled their second organ to be given
new life. After the Free Trade Hall
organ they have been working for sev-
eral years under great difficulty, due to
location, on the splendid 3/8 Christie in
Bluecoat School hall at Oldham, near
Manchester. The civic opening took
place and was a great success, I'm
pleased to say. It is another fine organ
saved.

Definitely one of the finest Christies, it
has a more balanced sound and less
brassy than some others by this builder.
A rare organ, too, as it has two consoles.
Installed in the Egyptian-styled Pyramid
Cinema in Sale, Cheshire, near Man-
chester, it was opened by the late Regi-
nald Liversidge on February 24, 1934.
This 2,000-seater had art deco Egyp-
tian decor and the stage console,
mounted on a dolly, had Sphinx heads.
The other console, in the orchestra pit,
was not a slave and was plain finished.
In fact, the Egyptian surround could and
was later swapped for the pit console
and made interchangeable.

When Liversidge was appointed to
the Pyramid he quickly changed his sig-
nature tune to The Desert Song for solos
and radio broadcasts from the cinema.
Sadly he didn't live to reopen the organ
he made famous. His son, lan, grand-
daughter, and widow were in the
audience for the opening.

Other famous organists were in the
audience for the gala occasion—

Robinson Cleaver, Joe Marsh, Joyce
Aldred—and to launch the organ there
were three artists. Peter Jebson, from
Blackpool, who made his first LP with
Liversidge for the LTOT at Manchester
Gaumont; Nigel Ogden, who also pres-
ents the weekly radio show Organists
Entertains, on nationwide BBC Radio;
and last but not least, Doreen Chadwick,
princess of the theatre organ.

Jebson played in an easy-going
Blackpool style, and Ogden played
numbers in a more modern vein with a
superb version of Autumnm Leaves—
quite beautiful and assured handling of
the instrument. Doreen gave a spanking
performance as we duly expectd—
Gilbert and Sullivan, veddy British for a
veddy British occasion on a veddy Brit-
ish cinema organ.

Reversible Console

Briefly, the plain console is sited on
the righthand side of the hall stage for
school functions, but for organ
events, the seating is turned around
to face the back of the hall. There is
an extension of the hall raised up
with steps. The risers are in the form
of a metal grillwork and underneath
this raised section are the two
chambers. The raised section itself
houses the Egyptian-styled console,
so it’s a about turn for theatre organ
concerts.

Surprisingly the sound gets out
enough for a hall of this size. The
BBC recorded the concert and it went
out a few weeks ago for the nation to
hear the result of the many years
labour the LTOT technical team
have put in it. They have made virtu-
ally no changes except for raising the
Vox Humana chest upwards, and
revoicing the Trumpet. Although
chambers were built in the cinema at
auditorium sides, for some myste-
rious reason chambers were also built
under the stage and the organ
installed there. Some pipework had
to be mitred. These fitted well at the
school where there existed about the
same amount of room.

Don Hyde, of the LTOT technical
team, gave me a thorough tour of the
organ. A most splendid job and a
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INTERIOR OF THE PYRAMID—which for much of its life was known as the

Odeon. The 3/8 Christie organ, mstalled under the stage, was quickley
removed when it was thought the house was coming down. It was an error—

the house is still in operation.

credit to LTOT. Well done! Interest-
ingly, some of the chamber walls for
this venue were built in the 16th
century!

It would appear that LTOT will
stage most of their concerts here, just
25 minutes from central Manchester,
as they will never get access to the
Free Trade Hall organ as often.
Already the Trust have a great lineup
of names for monthly concerts. So
although Oldham lost its Wurlitzer in
the Gaumont—now sadly a disco
called Froggies—which went to the
Cinema Organ Society group in the
Harrowgate, Yorkshire area, Oldham
now houses a splendid example of
Christie.

Sisters Honored

Another celebration heard nation-
wide on the BBC was a special pro-
gramme devoted to Florence Delong
and her sister Ena Bagd, the two most
famous lady theatre organists in Europe.
The programme came, as it had to, from
the famous New Gallery, Regent Street,
London, and the beautiful vintage 2/8
Woarlitzer. August 10 it was and a fine
show, too. They talked and nostalgia

flowed greatly. Nigel Ogden interviewed
the two.

Florence, 87-years-young, and still
Director of the National Film Theatre,
the state-operated cinema of the South
Bank with the Royal Festival Hall,
Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room
complex, recalled playing the New
Gallery, after the Wurlitzer was
installed, with her husband, Harry
Delong playing the violin and leading
the orchestra. The selection they pres-
ented was Tannhauser. Florence and
Ena play silent films in the present day at
the cinema.

Ena spoke of her long wartime stint at
Blackpool Tower Ballroom, and how,
just before this, she was rehearsing at the
original BBC theatre organ in St.George
Hall when the studio men said "let's get
out, miss, quick, there is a big raid on.”
She said they ran out of the building and
seconds later the glass roof caved in
under the incendiary bombs that rained
down on the building and the organ was
gone forever. Both sisters played alotin
South Africa.

After the programme | phone both

See—BRITISH NEWS—Page 17

ENA BAGA AND FLORENCE DE JONG at the New Gallery Cinema Wur-

litzer console. They were honored by a special BBC radio show.
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