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Mldland To Get Morton

SHOELESS and the life of the party,
Dr. Joyce Jones entertained fellow-
guests at a private champagne recep-
tion following dedication of the new
Van Zoren pipe organ in St.Charles
Borromeo Church, North Hollywood
November 20. She played Flight of
the Bumblebeeon the Rodgers elec-
tronic/pipe organ, without snagging
or getting runs in her stockings, and
buzzed the party later on with a quick
piano number that put her right in
the nightclub circuit. She also teamed
up with Dr. Robert Tall, who played
a Conn theatre model, for other
music during the evening. Anthony
Newman, who played the dedication,
had to catch a plane for New York
and was unable to hear the down-to-
earth artistry of Dr. Jones at the pri-
vate residence party.

Other photos and story appear
on Page 16 of this issue

Two On Town
Has Organ Scene
On January 10th

Recent television coverage of thea-
tre organ activities by Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society will be tele-
vised in Southern California January
10 over Channel 2 on the program
Two on the Town. TV crews filmed
scenes at the Los Angeles Orpheum
Theatre, Pasadena and San Gabriel
Civic Auditoriums.

Lunde Will Be
Byrd Organist

Closed since May 15th, Richmond's
famed Byrd Theatre will reopen in Janu-
ary, it was announced November 28,

Marian Cook this month donated the former 4/23 Wonder Robert-Morton organ,
originally installed in Loew's Paradise Theatre, New York City, to Kansas City
Theatre Organ, Inc. for installation in the ornate Midland Theatre, it was announced
by Robert J. Maes, an official of the organization. Maes also disclosed that just prior
to this donation his group had also been donated the 3/11 Barton that Cedar Rapids
Chapter ATOS was installing in the Englert Theatre in Cedar Rapids. A change in
the theatre operating policy halted the installation and the club had to immediately
remove it. Il has already been moved to storage in Kansas City.

and Lin Lunde will be the regular solo
organist.

The old, well-cared-for movie palace
will be operated by Tobacco Company
Associales, which also operates the
Tobacco Company Restaurant.

Under the managership of Dwayne
Nelson—manager of the Byrd when it
was closed by Neighborhood Theatres,
which had operated it for 46 years—the
theatre will show movies from the
1940s, '50s and '60s. Nelson is also
planning repertory programs based on

the work of various actors, he said. VOL 22 NO 12
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Include Us In Your

Concert Tours,” Capitol
Theatre Owner Says

An enthusiastic invitation is extended to any and all organists whoever find
themselves within commuting distance of the Capitol Theatre in Chambers-
burg, Pennsylvania, to include the theatre on each and every concert tour. This
is the Happy Holiday announcement by Gordon Madison, owner of the
theatre.

"We will work with them into our schedule,” he said, "and this includes not
only the famous, but the soon-to-be famous artists that would like to take a
erack at our 3/14 Moller Theatre Concert Organ.” He added that through The
Console news items several artists have already responded. "l want to keep up
the momentum. And | will not be happy until we have a guest organist every
week.”

Interested artists should contact Madison at the Capitol Business Office,
1109 Centinela Avenue, Santa Monica, Calif. 90403, or by telephoning
(213) 970-5331.

Owner Madison lauded the Concert Bureau project saying "we are in for
some good times because of it. Everyone will certainly profit by working with
Ralph Beaudry to establish and maintain the listing of both artists and organi-
zations that present organ concerts, silent film shows, etc.”

Erwin Is Third To Hit WQXR

Still another _theatre organist has
invaded New York's classical music
radio station WQXR. During the
Thanksgiving holidays Lee Erwin
received dozens of calls from people
who said that they had heard his organ
records on WQXR, one of the city's best
known classical music stations. Ordinar-
ily that would not be very special news—
but organ records of any kind get very
little air play on radio stations in the New
York area, so when a classical music
station plays a theatre organ record that
is news!

PUBLISHED®

'WHEREVER DRGANS ARE PLAYED AMD HEARD, THE COMSOLE IS READ

It has been said many times that New
York was never an "organ town" like L.
A. or Chicago or other large cities.
There is however, finally, a theatre
organ enthusiast. Duncan Pirnie at
WOQXR, who is interested in and in a
position to do some good. Theatre organ
will certainly gain some new friends
through Pirnie’s efforts.

WQXR will not program pop tunes,
but there is enough good material on
various recordings to keep the idea
alive.

Maes noted it was the last Barton built
and had been installed in the Virginia
Theatre by Woody Wise before it
became the property of Cedar Rapids
Chapter ATOS. 1t had been planned to
“heel up" the Barton for its installation in
the Midland Theatre. However, Kansas
City Theatre Organ, Inc. is now consid-
ering what they will do with the instru-
ment. No decision had been reached
when Maes made the initial announce-
ment about receiving the big Wonder
Morton from Marian Cook.

He disclosed also that the Morton is
stored in Detroit and would be moved to
Kansas City by his organization. The
group is planning to erect the instrument
in the former 4/20 Robert-Morton
chambers, and it has not been decided at
this time who will do finish work on

See—MIDLAND—Page 4

Robson Asked To
Expand Morton

Portland’s Roseway Theatre Robert-
Morton organ is being played seven
days a week, and the management has
asked Terry Robson, who owns the
instrument, to complete the project of
expanding it to 15 ranks. It has also
been indicated another cassette tape
recording of the Morton will be made in
the near future.

Sleeping Beauty's
Awake But Can't
Be Seen 'Til Jan.

Sleeping Beauty Awakened In A
Grand Palace, advertised as this
month’s feature article, has been
postponed. Sleeping Beauty is wide
awake, and truly beautiful. Her
palace is equally beautiful and being
lived in. BUT photographs showing
both beauties failed to arrive by press
time and it became necessary to
shelve the article until they are
received.

In place of this feature, a story is
published about the Bremmerton,
Washington, Pipe Organ Society. Its
original 16 members purchased, res-
tored and installed a theatre organ.
Their project illustrates what can be
accomplished even by a small group.
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Showdown Due

On Chicago

A final showdown regarding the
future of the Chicago Theatre is to be
heard in court February 7, it was dis-
closed this month. The judge presiding
over the hearing brought by Plitt Thea-
tres to obtain a demolition permit, has
declared the City of Chicago will not be
permitted further continuances, and has
acted in bad faith knowing money was
not available for a land swap deal.

If city officials cannot present some
kind of guarantee at the hearing, the fate
of the big movie palace may be sealed
and a date set for demolition.

Visitng Organist
Works, Gets His

Picture In Paper

Ken Double, Indianapolis TV
sportscaster and organist, visited
Southern California during the early
part of December. Like most orga-
nists, his was a playing vacation—
playing theatre organs. He started off
by working at the Orpheum in down-
town Los Angeles. Before he tould
take a crack at the Wurlitzer, he had
to hold keys while members of the
maintenance crew gave the instru-
ment a quick touch-up tuning. Then,
while he was playing, one of the
weekly tour groups came in to see the
lavish theatre and he was asked to
keep on playing for them.

On his return to Pasadena he was
taken to see, hear and play the
Dr.Alfred Ehrhardt Wurlitzer.
"Doc” enjoyed Ken's playing and
asked him to repeat one selection so
he could take record it because it
sounded so great. Ken obliged and
replayed I'm Dreaming of a White
Christmas. The Ehrhardt manse, at
that particular moment, was being
dressed for Christmas.

Ken made if free and easy at Pas-
adena Civic Auditorium. By previous
arrangements, the console was up
and waiting his arrival. There were
no tuning chores or tour groups to
play for. He was joined by Ken Saliba
and the two held a lengthy tab tilting
session discovering the many combi-
nations available on the five-manual
giant.

Of course, as a sort of reward,
Ken’s picture appeared in the Los
Angeles Sunday Times of Dec. 11,
along with the story written about the
Orpheum Wourlitzer. The sotry,
headlines Restores Pull Out All
Stops To Sve Theatre Organ, told
about Eugene Davis and his crew—
they were called "his friends” by
Scribe Rebecca Kuzins—and the Los
Angeles Theatre Organ Society, and
how Orpheum management got
together so that the 3/13 Wurlitzer
could be restored.

To Prevent Delays,
Renew On Time

National ATOS
Has Dues Variety

National ATOS now is collecting
dues rather than relying on individual
chapters to do it. And a new wrinkle
arrived with dues duns. Members have
the choice of paying regular dues, which
are $20, or they may be a contributing
member at $35, sustaining member at
$50, patron member at $100, benefac-
tor member at $250 per year—or—a
life member by stuffing the return dues
envelope with $1,000. (For first class
mailing add $12—or foreign airmail ser-
vice, toss in an extra $20).

The new payment classifications took
most members by surprise. They hadn't
heard about board action that made this
possible. Most muttered, "I's okay, let's
hope they get some.”

Direct billing was decided because
less problems are experienced when sent
direct. It is also effective that when dues
payment is recieved—this is for those
who forget and send membership money
one or two months late—membership in
ATOS begins on that date. lf anissue of
Theatre Organ magazine was missed
because of late payment, the "lost” copy
must be ordered from the back number
department in Chula Vista, Calif.,at the
price charged for separate copies.
Members will receive a full year sub-
scription from the time their dues are
received.

Each month national membership
personnel will inform local chapters who
has paid national dues; membership in
national ATOS is a requisite for mem-
bership in local units.

Rep Group Will
Use Wurli Again

San Diego Repertory Theatre will
present its eighth annual production
of A Christmas Carol this year at the
California Theatre with organ
accompaniment. Last year Chris Gor-
such accompanied the San Diego
Chapter's Wurlitzer.

This year, however, the Rep group
is offering ATOS a Christmas gift to
express thanks and appreciation for
use of the Wurlitzer. They are donat-
ing the money from every ticket pur-
chased by ATOS members back to
ATOS in order to help fund further
improvements and additions to the
organ. In addition to this gift idea, to
encourage attendance, regular adult
tickets are being discounted $1, and
all children 15 and under see the
show at half price.

Information regarding show dates
may be obtained by calling the box
office, (619) 235-8025, or writing
San Diego Repertory Theatre, 1620
Sixth Avenue, San Diego, Calif.
92101.

WCOC Holds Its
First Xmas Party

Windy City Organ Club held its first
annual Chirsimas Party December 10in
the music room of the Van Der Molen
residence in Wheaton, lllinois. The
evening's program included seasonal
music, a catered buffet dinner, dancing,
a sing-a-long. Mark Noller, an excellent
local musician, was al the console of the
Van Der Molen Robert-Morton organ.

s

BOB RALSON, who has been featured many years on the Lawrence Welk
Show, recently entertained members of the Keyboard Club at Leisure World,
Laguna Hills, Calif., for the third time. He journeyed from pops to classics,
including one number on the magnificent concert grand at Leisure World. He
is pictured, left to right, with Les and Louise Brewton and Tony Richards, who
was Ralston’s vocalist on the show. Richards is currently appearing in a
Hollywood night spot. The Brewtons are dedicated leaders of the organ club at

this famed retirement center.

—Robert E. Hill Photo

Nalle Composes,
Plays Station

Logo Music

Billy Nalle has been engaged to com-
pose and play on the Wichita Wurlitzer
six stretches of music of differing length
and approach for Radio Station
WOQXR’s logo on the air. These will be
added to other instrumental and vocal
logo segments presently being used to
announce the call letters.

The meter of each segment is taken
from the rhythmic meter of pronouncing
the call letters and is an highly imagina-
tive and possibly unique approach to
conveying call letter identification on a
radio station.

It seems management decided to
include six segments from the organ
here after a continuing, really remarka-
ble public response to the instrument as
used periodically in the Duncan Pirnie
progral‘n.

Erwin Saves

Halloween Ball

})y RUSS Shuner

A benefit Halloween Gala Ball was
held in the Eastman House, Rochester,
New York, on Saturday, Oct. 29. The
big residence Aeolian was to play at
midnight—but alas, the scheduled
organist, Doug Brock, cancelled his
appearance that afterneon because of
personal emergency. This created an
emergency that ended up very happily.

"The pulled oul all the stops to get a
fill-in organist and wound up with one of
the best,” is how it was described in the
Times-Union newspaper of Nov. 3.

Ken Veneron, who heads Rochester
Theatre Organ Society volunteer resto-
ration crew at Eastman House,
approached Lee Erwin. He was in town
playing for the society’s Silent Film Fes-
tival at Eisenhart Auditorium. Lee fin-
ished festival playing at 10pm. At
midnight, he was seated at the Eastman
console, and played for the masked ball
until lam,

Proceeds from the ball raised at least
$15,000 for renovating downstairs
rooms at Eastman House.

Lee heard the Aeolian the first time as
be began the "live” performance at the
stroke of midnight with Happy Days Are
Here Again, and although the absence
of couplers (not yel restored) and the
large crowd in the marble ballroom
required use of full organ to get eve-
ryone's attention, by the second chorus
the 500 party-goers had broken into
song. The sing-a-long that ensued was
one of the most spirited this writer can
recollect.

Mrs. William Lee,Jr., co-chairperson
of the event was most lavish in her praise
of Lee's program and of RTOS for its
efforts to restore this fine historic instru-
ment to its' original grandeur for the
pleasure and benefit of the Rochester
Community.

—RTOS Blower

Bring Friends To Theatre
Organ Concerts

—The Console 3 December 1983 —



Console Scribe
Takes Grand
Organ Tour

Console feature writer, Dr, Ed Mullins
was a delegate to the World Congress
on Scientific Acupuncture in Vienna,
Austria, October 17 to 20. While in
Vienna he heard the grand organ at St.
Stephen’s Dom. On October 22 he
attended an all Bach concert by Thomas
Schmoegner on the Orgelpositiv at the
Universitatsklirche.

After that concert Ed stopped at a
wine stube called Weinorgel where a
one-rank band organ is installed behind
the bar. The organ, electrically con-
trolled, plays for five minutes on the
hour. "This is Vienna's answer to pizza
organs,” Mullins said.

In London he was house guest of
Father Gerard Kerr, who was recently
transferred to a new parish. Lowell
Avyars played a farewell concert for Fr.
Kerr on the 3/7 Compton at Horn-
church, during which the priest sang an
unrehearsed solo of Londonderry Air.

There is a small electric organ in Fr.
Kerr’s new church. However, he is look-
ing for a theatre organ. It would be the
third theatre organ to be installed in his
churches. Perhaps some reader would
like to donate a cinema organ to the
church? Fr. Kerr's address is Church of
St.Anne Line, 7 Grove Crescent, South
Woodford, E18 2JR, England. Tele-
phone: 01-989-5242.

The two men attended club night of
ATOS London Chapter on October 28
at Edith and Les Rawle's Wurlitzer
Lodge. Their son Len played a concert
on the 3/19 Wurlitzer and gave a short
history of the instrument, playing first on
its original ranks and then expanding his
registrations illustrating the growth of
the instrument.

Len also played a piece demonstrat-
ing the Blackpool sound. He followed
this with a discussion of the registration
of the Blackpool sound, and the evolu-
tion of Reginald Dixon’s style of playing.
It was a most entertainiong and interest-
ing evening. To top it off, Ed won first
prize on the club raffle.

Mullins spent the weekend of Oct. 29
in Llandudno, Wales, a seaside resortin
North Wales. While there he played the
3/8 Christies with fruit jelly glass sur-
round in the Astra Theatre, though
courtesy of Manager Roy Bentley, a
former cinema organist.

On Wednesday, Nov. 2, he attended
an organ recital at Royal Festival Hall.
Michael Overbury, winner of the 1982
Manchester International Organ Com-
petition, was the artist. The organ was
built by Harrison and Harrisonin 1954,
and has 102 speaking stops. Organ reci-
tals are presented on Wednesdays at
5:45pm, prior to symphonic concerts.
This enables the hall to be utilized more
often, and allows organ enthusiasts to
attend a concert before returning home.
It is a practice Mullins hopes will be
duplicated in San Francisco’s Davies
Hall when the Ruffatti organ is com-
pleted early next year.

Mullins spent the weekend of Nov. 4
in Kent with Console British Editor lan
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ROCHESTER'S GORDON THEATRE featured an escalator to "whisk
patrons to the upper (balcony) part of the house in addition to other very
modern conveniences and its $25,000 Moller pipe organ.”

MIDLAND—from Page One

the organ.

The original Roberi-Morton organ
from the Midland was purchased by
Sandy Fleet and installed in the Organ
Power Pizza restaurant in Encinitas,
California. When the food emporium
ceased operation, the organ was
donated to a group in the midwest. It is
now in storage awaiting a decision con-
cerning its installation.

BYRD—from Page One

Work is underway at the present time
to repair plaster damage, install new tile
and plumbing in rest rooms, new tile in
the outter lobby, construct the conces-
sion counter in pink marble to match
walls and repair the switchboard.

Dalgliesh. On Guy Fawkes Day, Nov. 5
and Sunday, Nov. 6, Abel Gance's six-
hour silent epic Napoleon was shown on
independent television channel 4. The
Kevin Brownlow reconstruction was
accompanied by an orchestra playing
Carl Davis's magnificent new score. No
organ was heard.

Mullins and Dagliesh visited Margate
and Ed played the 4/19 Compton, with
fruit jelly surround, at the Dreamland
Cinema. They also visited lan’s dear
friends Kit and Les George. Mrs.
Ceorge is an excellent pianist/organist
and Kit, Ian and Ed had a ‘jam session’
on a Compton electronic, Conn elec-
tronic and a Bleuthner grand piano,
playing musical benches.

While in London, Ed played the
cinerma organs installed at Fr, Kerr's
old parishes. The 3/11 Compton at
St.Mary’s, Hornchurch, and the 3/7
Compton at St.John- Vianney's, Clay-
hall, Ilford. The latter installation, in
Ed’s opinion, being one of the best thea-
tre organ installations in England.
Acoustics are unbelievable and have
improved since the 1980 convention
due to a carpet being layed and cutting
down on reverberation.

—The Console 4 December 1983 —

Moller In Rochester

Gordon Theatre, Rochester, New
York, has five cent admission for
women and children from noon to 6pm
and 10 cents for men. After 6 it is 10
cents balcony, and 15 cents orchestra.
The house seats 1,827. Seven-string
orchestra, piano and a $25,000 Moller
pipe organ furnish music. All photoplays
are rehearsed before presentation at this
theatre.

Plays For High Pay

Gordon's Photoplay House in
Rochester, N.Y., opened February 17.
Located at 71-77 Clinton Avenue
South, it seats 1,800 people. A
$25,000 pipe organ was installed and
Richard Henry Warren, organist at the
Church of the Ascension in New York
City, was persuaded to come to Roches-
ter at a high salary figure and play it. In
addition to this organ, which is equipped
with chimes ranged around the front of
the balcony, there is an orchestra of
eight pieces. The theatre cost
$250,000.

—6/7/13 Moving Picture World

THE CONSOLE

STAFF
Editor & Publisher ............ Tom B’hend
British Editor,......c0o0vvune lon Dalgliesh
Contributing Editor .. ..... Ralph 0. Beaudry
Special Features: .......00vvun, Ed Mullins

.......... Tom McNeeley

Address all communiucations, news releases,
subscription matters and address changes to:
THE CONSOLE, P.0. Box 40164, Pasadena, Cali-
fornia 21104, or call (213) 794-7782.

Deadline for The Console is the 10th of the
month for that issue.

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a fotally independent publication. It is
dedicated to the preservation of theotres, aud-
itoriums, concert holls, opera houses, residen-
ces and devotes space for feature articles
obout them, plus the organs already in such
locations. News on an internationally scope is
reported on all types of organs-pipe, pump,
electronic, theatre and classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
coverage of all organ news and photos. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ cotalogues, theatre
programs, technical articles, both contempor-
ory and nostalgic, are earnestly solicited. The
Console will consider purchase of libraries and
other collections of orgon and/or theatre
materials.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
United Stotes, $12.00 annually, via second
class mail; $27.00 annually, via first class mail.

Overseas, $13.00 onnually, vig surface mail;
$30.00 annually via gir mail.

Canoda,$13.00 annvally, via second class mail;
$27.00 annually, via first closs mail.

Please make checks or money orders payable
to: The Console. Payment from Canoda must be
on on infernational meney order made out in
U.S. funds to forestall conversion or service
charge due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, $1.25 each,
postpaid.

Address all subscription related matters to the
oftention of Preston J. Kaufmann, Circulations
Director.

ADVERTISING
Display advertising rate cords sent upon
request. Address all inquires to the attention of
Roger Adams, Advertising Direciar.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michi-

gon Avenue, Pasadena, Calif, 21104, Second

Class postage paid ot Pasadena, California.

NOTICE: Please do nol send mail to this address.
USPS 423630

_Spun Blrasd Redonalord_
Brass Neumpel - Brass Sax

STANDARD or EXTENDED
@
l/ag-(”e/eyt/c lreurmpel
°

..... the ROLLS-ROYCE of resonators by

ALBERT BIZIK

P. 0. BOX 56 ® PENNDEL, PENN. 19047




BUMP AND GRIND—Scott Gillespie at the Salt Lake City Capitol Wurlitzer

plays for a recent musical presentation there. Part of the chorus line is seen

dancing to his music.

Rumor Ohman Is
Not Reopening
Pizza Parlor Biz

Future of pizza with pipe organ in
the San Fernando Valley was the
subject of a widespread rumor early
this month when the grapevine of
unconfirmed talk blossomed with the
news that Mike Ohman will shortly
place his former Great American
Wind Machine Wurlitzer up for sale.
The rest of the rumor discloses he will
soon leave this area and move to Utah
where he will teach music in the
Brigham Young University.

Lewis To Return
To Atlantic City

Organist Leroy Lewis took the entire
summer off from playing organ but
plans to return Atlantic City shortly. He
is currently rehearsing for a Christmas
show at the Colonial Theatre in Pho-
enixville, Pa. Included in this show will
be a silent movie.

Inhis Atlantic City appearance he will
be working with an excellent percussion-
ist. In the talk stage is a dual concert with
Ray Bohr in March at the Hackett-
stown, New Jersey, Methodist Church
on a new three-manual Allen organ.

During the summer he also completed
his new studio and chamber space for his
Moller organ. " The decor is very inter-
esting being eclectic in nature, but witha
good accent on Art Deco,” Lewis said.
"This new room is plenty big and acous-
tically lovely. At the same timeit gives a
sense of not being a bit too much in
every respect,.and very homey,” he
added.

Million Honored By
Prof. Organ Club

Orange County Professional Orga-
nists Guild received permission from Bill
Million shortly before his death last
month to make the top senior prize in the
Guild Scholarship Contest The Bill Mil-
lion Award. "It honors the late popular
night club organsist’s contribution to
keyboard music”, Guild President Bill
Worrall said.

ZIEGFELD BOYS hear w

Restored Wurlitzer Played
In Salt Lake City Show

by Clarence E. Briggs

Salt Lake City organ enthusiasts who
were in any manner associated with the
rebirth of the Capitol Theatre Wurlitzer
organ took pride in the show presented
by Salt Lake County November 10, 11,
and 12, It was a 1927 style original
stage and screen presentation that
included vaudeville, a silent film with
organ accompaniment and an after-
show open console session at the Capitol
Theatre.

There were five peformances in all
and the vaudeville acts presented tal-
ented young performers recreating the
magic of the Ziegfeld Follies, W. C.
Fields, Sally Rand, AlJolsen and others.

Scott Gillespie furnished the organ

S

arbler Gwen Landenberger belt out My Man during
the Capitol Theatre musical.

A ZIEGFELD FINALE on stage at the Capitol. Organ console is just out

of the picture to the left.

Silent Organist
Returns To Wurli

In celebration of the Skagit County
Centennial Salute Gala Event, held at
the Lincoln Theatre, Mt. Vernon,
Washington, Mildred Elfstrom, who
was organist at the Lincoln during the
silent film era, returned to the Wurlitzer
console November 19 and 20 to play for
the show which was held on the stage of
the theatre.

Dick Smith Plays
Memorial For Father

Dick Smith, Baltimore organist, flew
to San Diego to play a service in
memory of his father, Clarence R.
Smith, who passed away in suburban
Poway December 3. The memorial pro-
gram was held December 8 at the
Church of the Brethern. Also surviving
the deceased are Dick’s mother and a
sister.

background music for the various acts
and also played a concert demonstrating
the versatility of the 11-rank Wurlitzer
organ. Blaine Gale accompanied the
1929 classic Laurel and Hardy's Big
Business.

A sentimental favorite who literally
stole the show was Gwen Landenberger.
This diminutive performer returned to
the scene of her 1927-32 performances
and 'belted out’ songs made famous by
Sophie Tucker to the delight of the
audiences.

Last-minute assitance in fine tuning
the organ was given by Mel Dunn, a
former theatre organist from Great Bri-
tain. As Mel is one of the technicians
regularly maintaining the ten thousand
plus pipes comprising the Salt Lake
Tabernacle organ, the Capitol Theatre’s
eleven ranks presented no problems.
Larry Bray, of the Organ Loft, also
came through with some needed
assistance.

The program was presented in honor
of the 5,000 volunteers who served the
citizens of Salt Lake County during the
Spring Floods of 1983, as well as in
other areas throughout the years. Also
honored were the members of Beehive
Chapter ATOS for their six years labor
of love in restoring the Capitol organ.

Time Right To
Revive T. O.

In Denmark

Danish organ enthusiast Steen Mik-
kelsen got his first opportunity to try out
a real theatre pipe organ when he visited
Geneva, Switzerland, and played the
Waurlitzer organ at the College Clapa-
rede. It was purchased from a British
cinema and moved to its new home
recently.

Out of the visit came an idea—found
acinema organ group in Denmark. Den-
mark’s only cinema organ was scrapped
many years ago, leaving only the con-
sole. It was converted to an electronic.
Mikkelsen knew of other Danish theatre
organ enthusiasts and figures that it is
possible to form a group, possibly
become a chapter of the Cinema Organ
Society of Great Britain.

"l have found a place in which it
would be possible to install an organ,” he
wrote in a recent issue of Cinema Organ,
official COS journal. "It is a ballroom
equipped with a stage at an inn north of
Copenhagen, in connection with which
there used to be a disco. [t may be possi-
ble to start a ballroom dancing tradition
here, as there are absolutely no week-
end amusements in this part of the city,
the discotheque being now closed.”

Mikkelsen also noted that in this era
of nostalgia he believes it would be the
right time to revive the cinema organ in
Denmark. It would be planned to secure
an instrument as soon as possible.
Although his age was not stated, he
appears, in a journal photo, to be in his
twenties.
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