. ox Gets Lobby Organ

Installation of a 2/10 Wurlitzer is underway in the cavernous grand lobby of
the 5t. Louis Fox Theatre. Volunteer members of St.Louis Chapter ATOS,
with help from Marlin Mackley and Neil Gallager are finishing releathering of
the instrument which is being erected in the former Moller Artiste 3/12

LR [ ==
KING KONG CONQUERS ST.LOUIS—For one of its summer film series the

chambers.

The Moller was removed many years
ago. It is the plan of the installers to have
the Wurlitzer partially playing in time for
the year-end holiday period.

Great Fox Summer

The Fox Theatre enjoyed excellent
patronage for its summer film series with
an average attendance of 2,000 patrons
per show. Exceptionally successful were
the films Meet Me In St. Louis and King
Kong.

For the famous gorilla show there was

See—ORGAN—Page 12
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Chicago Gets New Organ
Club; Plan Social Shows

Because they’d rather switch than fight, Chicago has another theatre organ

St.Louis Fox Theatre ran King Kong and mounted a facsimilie of the famous
gorilla atop the marquee. There also were King Kong cookies, a ten-foot-high
Empire State Building cake, and a Fay Wray 'Look-Like’ contest for patrons.
This and other films in the series, with organ concerts, drew heavy attendance.

Australian Neil Jensen Has

Smash U.S. Concert Tour

"When a reviewer rushes into the lobby at intermission and purchases a
recording of an artist whose work he is hearing for the first time, you can bet
your boots he's at a humdinger of an organ concert. Furthermore, when he
makes a bee-line for the onstage reception at the close of the evening and
queues up with the rest of the star-struck for a handshake and an autograph,
something downright remarkable has been transpiring for the preceding two

club— Windy City Organ Club—which has been organized purely as a social
group devoted to hearing the theatre organ. WCOC was founded in October by
a steering committee consisting of Richard Sklenar, President; Paul Van Der
Molen, Vice President; John Novacek, Secretary; Alden Stockebrand, Treas-
urer; Gib Petzke, Membership Secretary; lone Tedie, Program Chairperson.

hours and fifteen minutes.”

That statement, written by Dickin-
son Theatre Organ Society Reviewer
Bruce Laird, succinctly sums up the
enthusiastic response Australian Neil
Jensen garnered at every concert
venue on his first United States tour
last September and October. His
artistry has won for him return
engagements at every place he
performed.

His first concert was in California for
Leisure World, Laguna Hills. He played
a matinee and evening concert and was
given standing ovations at both, plus a
signed contract to return when he comes
back to the U. S. next March for his

See—JENSEN—Page Eight

Cantankerism

Clobbers Console

Again this month The Console is
being distributed late due to a can-
tankerous computer. A motor had to
be changed. The new unit proved
defective and its operation started a
chain reaction of destruction that put
the typesetting machine out of com-
mission for two weeks while new
components were ordered and
shipped. In concert with this, repair
service jumped from $60 to $102

per hour. Who says inflation has

slowed?

All the officials are well-known in the theatre organ world.

Purpose of the new club, according to
the membership prospectus, is that of
sociality with members who enjoy good
organ music with friendly people in a
variely of settings, emphasizing home
installations.

First Concert

To this end WCOC had its first con-

cert October 8. Clark Wilson played for

Mummys and Daddies In
Boise Organize ATOS Unait

by George E. Brown
Something different in the way of names for organ clubs has flowered in
Boise, Idaho. Not only does it identify with the local theatre, but it has a
nostalgic facet as well—it's the Egyptian Chapter of the American Theatre
Organ Society and the first meeting of the new unit was held October 8.

According to Doug Lemmon, who is
one of the active founders, there was a
good turnout of interested enthusiasts
and between 10 and 12 joined the char-
ter group.

The club will revolve mostly around
the Egyptian Theatre’s Robert-Morton
2/8 that is complete, but needing atten-
tion. Most of the people attending the
first meeting apparently just like to listen
to the organ, rather than work on and be
involved with its restoration.

Annual dues were announced at $32.

A Partner Membership was advertised
in the membership application as apply-
ing to a couple residing at the same
address and both holding full member-
ship; one member's dues may be
reduced to $20 annually. A Contribut-
ing membership does not include
national ATOS affiliation or voting priv-
ileges and costs $20 annually.

The Egyptians plan to have monthly
affairs at the Egyptian Theatre.

Professional Organists Announce
Scholarship Contest In So. Cal.

the new group on the Paul Van Der
Molen 3/16 Robert-Morton organ.
Walt Strony was advertised to appearin
concert for the club November 20.

[t was also stipulated in the prospec-
tus that goals are to be positive, supple-
mental and exemplary. The club will
avoid all politics and personalities.
These two factors were the catalysts that
spawned the new club, according to one
of its members. He noted that Chicago
Area Chapter, for various reasons, was
becoming untenable to those who
founded WCOC and that it was consi-
dered more expedient to organize the
new club than it was to enter into pro-
tracted dispute.

In qualifying supplemental, WCOC
will be a supplement, not an alternative,
to other local clubs. All WCOC
members have been urged to keep their

See—WCOC—Page 12

Long Beach and Orange County Professional Organist Clubs have announced
their 1983 Keyboard Scholarship Contest which will be open to any resident of
Southern Calfornia who lives south of San Luis Obispo and north of the Mexican
border; is over 14 years of age but has not, nor will not turn 21 before December 31.

The contest, which offers prizes worth $3,450, is split into junior and senior
divisions—ages 14 through 16 will have $300 first prize and $150 second prize;
ages 17 through 20 rate higher with a first prize amounting to $1,500, second

See—SCHOLARSHIP—Page Eight

Classic Club
Wants Input

San Francisco’s Central Pacific
Preservationists are currently distri-
buting their second edition of Swell
to Great newsletter which is jam-
packed with historical information

_about pipe organs (even some theatre
“instruments). A request is made in

the issue for brief reviews of concerts,
recordings, and books relating to the
historic pipe organ movement, as
well as photographs and articles.
Anyone may contribute items by
sending them to 3101 Twentieth
Street, San Fracisco, Calif. 94110.

. Membership information is obtaina-
ble from the same address.
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Buff Takes Organ
To His College

Organ Buff Larry Kreuger has
moved from Akron to Columbus, Ohio,
and has taken his 12-rank Wurlitzer
along with him. He plans to install the
organ in a building on the campus of
Capitol University. The large structure,
of concrete block construction, was orig-
inally planned for a bowling alley. It is
expected the hard surface interior will
lend itself to blueprinting for a concert
hall with excellent acoustics.

Kreuger has two consoles—the two
manual Wurlitzer and a three-manual
Barton. It was not disclosed which key-
desk will be wired to the organ,

Kann Treasures

Stolen With Car

Following his concert appearance at
San Gabnel Civic Auditorium October
15, Organist Stan Kann returned to his
Hollywood residence and retired. Next
morning he discovered his car had been
stolen during the night. That was bad
enough, but to make matters worse, he
had not unloaded the portion of his fam-
ous vacuum cleaner items he had used in
his show from the vehicle. The auto was
found stripped several days later. Unfor-
tunately, the irreplaceable antique vacu-
ums were not found.

Three Big Attractions

Detroit’'s Gem Theatre has a new pipe
organ, ladies’ rest room and free
telephones.

—4/25/14 Moving Picture World

touches on the five-manual Wurlitzer in the Organ Loft, Salt Lake City. The
instrument is back in service after being out for two months. Wood, Martinez,
California, organ technician, has been helping Bray with the remodeling of the
console. They have installed 378 new stop tablets along with new setter
boards. The organ is up and playing and open for the public every Saturday

night for dining and dancing.

—Keith W. Davis Photo

"Hawaiit Morton In Grand
Setting,” Visitor Says

"When | was in Honolulu in early September,” writes Martin F. Stoner of Pomona,
California, "I got to play and hear the completely refurbished Robert-Morton organ in
the Hawaii Theatre (downtown). The original harp—long out of service—is now
working beautifully. The organ boasts a new Post Horn, and a lot of revoicing and
other tender loving care by members of Aloha Chapter ATOS has resulted in an

exceptionally fine-sounding organ.

" A wonderful Wood Diaphone has also been added and contributes much to the

impressive sound of the organ.

In its grand theatre setting, the organiis truly super and should be a "must-hear” for

any organ fans visiting Honolulu.”

Aloha Chapter meets at the Hawaii Theatre on Sunday momings.

Kalish Awarded Plaque At Chicago
Theatre For Donating Wurlitzer Organ

by Robert G. Boin

Sunday, October 23, marked a
great bittersweet day for Chicago
Area Chapter ATOS. It was on this
day, during our annual Fall Chicago
Theatre Show, played by Gaylord
Carter, that we formally took posses-
sion of the famous Oriental Theatre
Publix No. 1 Wurlizer pipe organ.

The instrument, a four-manual, 20-
rank organ, which was the prototype for
this model, was donated to CATOE by
its owner, Morris Kalish, when it
became apparent that his shuttered
Oriental Theatre, the organ’s home for
58 years, would not be part of the down-
town redevelopment plan. CATOE had
quietly continued to maintain the organ
during the three years since the movie
palace closed. During the previous five
vears of regular crew work, the Solo
chamber was releathered and rewinded.

Even after Kalish announced his
intentions of donating the organ,
CATOE was in no hurry to remove the
organ, hoping that maybe, somehow,
the previous plans for the building would
come back into favor. These plans
involved a ""twinning” with the theatre to
remain above the balcony level and the
basement, main floor and mezzanine
level converted to a shopping arcade.
The organ console would be moved to

the balcony level for the theatre portion.

CATOE has always been proud that
it is the leading chapter in National
ATOS in the number of organs it
maintains—in their original locations—
and thus it was a somewhat sad occa-
sion when that fateful day came last
August and the news was disclosed that
heavy machinery would be roaming the
main floor in about six weeks. It required
five weekends in 90 degree plus temper-
atures (in the shade) to remove the
instrument from the theatre.

Since removal was so close to the
annual Fall Show, CATOE's board
decided to publicly thank Morris Kalish
for his donation with the presentation of
a brass plaque. As John Peters,
CATOE Chairman, and M. C. Lou Val-
pano, producer for the previous two
Loop Alive shows at the Chicago Thea-
tre, presented Doner Kalish the plaque
at center stage, the curtain behind them
was raised revealing, to the delight of the
audience, the Chinese Red console of
the Oriental Wurlitzer. Kalish was then
shown the smaller plaque affixed to the
console backrail and said afew words to
the audience expressing his thanks for
the presentation—and also thanking
John Peters and CATOE for preserving
not only his but all theatre organs in
Chicago.

Gaylord Carter's audience then
joined in concluding the show by singing
Happy Birthday to the theatre, celebrat-
ing 62 years of continuous performan-
ces the following Wednesday.

The presentation was a fitting end to a
fine Halloween program played by Car-
ter featuring the 1927 film The Cat and
the Canary. In itself the program was.
special in another way. Members of Chi-
cago's City Council, who must decide
the fate of this great movie palace land-
mark, were CATOE's honored guests.
Seven lighting changes were featured
during the show to demonstrate the ver-
satility and performance of the existing
three-color Major lighting board and
wonderful effects which can be achieved
with the 11,500 colored light bulbs hid-
den in the various coves for which Archi-
tects Rapp & Rapp were so famous.

At one point during Carter's solo por-
tion of the show, the theatre's ceiling was
an iridescent violet with the proscenium
arch illuminated in yellow and the organ
screens in red. These colors gave way to
blue as the feature photoplay began on
the opening of the curtain. Quite a feat
for a theatre that some have referred to
as an obsolete relic. Obviously they
have never been to a CATOE show!

Sally’s Stage In
Chi Gets Second
Barton Organ

Sally’s Stage—the one directly across
the street from Chicago's appealing
semi-atmospheric  NorTown Theatre
(where there once played well a
Woarlitzer)—will not loose its Barton
organ after all. But it will become a
much improved Barton by means of
having another Barton replace it.

Sally’s Stage has been purchased by
Jasper Sanfillippo and Bob Proskin.
They hired Organman David L. Jun-
chen to fly to Chicago, inspect the instru-
ment and make recommendations for its
improvement. Junchen went to Chicago
Ociober 26 to make the preliminary sur-
vey. After confering with the new
owners, it was decided the former Min-
neapolis Cicero Restaurant 3/14 Bar-
ton, now owned by Sanfillippo, would be
used in place of the present instrument.
returns to Chicago
December 1 to start installation work.
The organ now in Sally’s Stage will be
sold, Junchen indicated to The Console.
A new solid state relay and a new Quin-
tadena rank will be added to the organ.
The rank of pipes is being built by the
Jerome B. Meyer Company—the same
firm that originally built similar ranks for
Barton.

Sanfillippo also owns the former Tuc-
son Organ Stop Pizza Parlor Wurlitzer
which he purchased from Bill Brown at a
cost well over $100,000. He has con-
tracted with Junchen for its installation
in his residence studio building after the
Barton job is completed.

Will Try Creating
True Pipe Sounds

Los Angeles Organ Buff Patrick
Lajko has been interested in theatre pipe
organs but has never had room to install
one . Heis an electronics/computer whiz
and has experimented for some time
with sound. He now believes he can,
using an electronic organ, synthesize
almost perfectly true pipe organ tones.

He recently acquired a Thomas
Deluxe Palace 111, three-manual theatre
organ and is interested to know if there
are other electronic organ owners who
“tinker with them—revoice, etc."—
which he plans to do. "Perhaps we can
exchange ideas, he said. "l plan to
add voices—in particular a good string
and vox—in place of some of the non-
theatrical gimmicks, the junk that is put
on an instrument of this type to make it
sell. Also, I will add couplers and more
fourfoot voices,” he added. Anyone
wishing to talk to Patrick can call him at
(213) 661-2031, or write to him at
2463 McReady Avenue, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90039.

Being well versed in computer tech-
tronics he will build what he hopes to be
a perfect electronic rank. For this project
he needs access to a theatre pipe organ
to record the notes of the various
voices—one note at a time—so he can
synthesize them via computer.

.IUI]ChEl'l
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Organ Bt_lildez_l;lonored__l

by Harvey N. Roehl

In 1981 citizens of Broome County, New York convinced the members of
the County Legislature that an appropriate way to honor one of its leading
citizens would be to re-name the airport for Edwin A. Link. Shortly after this
was originated Ed Link died.

As areal pioneer in the field of aviation, and a member of the aviation hall of
fame, Link and his works are known the world over.

As students of player pianos and theatre organs know, Link worked in his
father’s factory as a young man learning every aspect of the piano and organ
business. In his teens he travelled all over the United States installing Link
organs in motion picture houses.

He fitted one into the Capitol Theatre in Binghamton, where the factory was
located, and when the building was demolished in 1965, he bought the
instrument back and re-installed it as a donation in Harkness Hall, Roberson
Center, the local performing arts complex.

At the time of the original Capitol installation, a young chap named Searle
Wright showed some curiosity about the organ; Ed showed and demonstrated
it to him, whereupon Searle went on to become an accomplished organ teacher
and concert artist, well-known in the theatre organ fraternity!

In recognition of Link’s many accomplishments, a fine mural depicting the
major efforts of his life was recently unveiled at the airport, and it’s pleasing to

know that a theatre organ console is an important feature of this artistic work
by Bob Sherry.

I

BILL LINK comments on his father’s accomplishments to interested crowd at

unveiling of mural which is pictured below. The painting is located in the
incoming baggage area so that all who pass into the gates of the terminal
building pass by it.

EVENTS IN THE LIFE of Inventor Edwin A Link are depicted in the mural
executed by Bob Sherry, who was associated for a number of years with the
Link Company. He donated his efforts to this fine work. At far left is a theatre
organ console, and near it Cessna No.1 airplane. Next is the famed 'blue box’
aviation trainer of World War II fame, developed from parts of player pianos,
pipe organs and airplances. At center is the submarine developed by Link, and
behind it military aviators from all branches of the service are depicted. Behind
Link is a representation of a modern flight simulator, such as is used to train
astronauts in our modern spacecraft. And it all started with player pianos and
pipe organs!

—The Console 4 November 1983 —

The former Broome County Airport
is now well recognized as Edwin A.
Link Field by all area citizens and
visitors.

A Big Bargain
Advertisement in the September 5,
1914 Moving Picture World—For
Sale—$1,500 theatre pipe organ, 600
pipes, first class condition. The best

kind of a money getter. Inmediate sale
$600. 'K’ Theatre, Mattoon, [llinois.”
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FOX PAWS—WE WAS TOOK!

Larsen Didn’t Dedicate
Organ In College Garb

Believe it or not, The Console was led astray last month, and because of it
readers were looking at photos incorrectly captioned thus providing informa-

tion that was only partially true.

The story was the dedication of the
Wourlitzer theatre pipe organ given by
Marian Cook to Colorado State Univer-
sity in memory of her late husband, John
Brown Cook. In the October (Nostalgia)
issue were published photographs sent
by the public relations office of the
school. Identification of the principals
starring in the dedication was correct—
BUT—it was not stated the photo-
graphs were filmed prior to and the day
following the formal concert. Lyn
Larsen was pictured wearing a sweater
seated at the console playing a selection.
Another photo had Marian Cook and
Larsen seated on the Wurlitzer bench.

Since the caption information on each
print did not specifically state the photos
were not taken during the formal dedica-
tion, it was assumed they were. Conse-
quently, Lyn, it was noted in The
Console caption, played the dedication
concert dressed as a member of the Uni-
versity student body—"Ole Joe College’
was the flippent sort of identification
given him.

The mistake was discovered on the
eve of distribution of the October issue
during a telephone conversation
between Marian Cook and Console Edi-
tor Tom B'hend. The scribe happened
to mention the photos and described
Lyn's costume for the concert. There
was a startled short gasp on the line and
then Marian Cook quickly stated that
Lyn had indeed played the formal pro-
gram in formal attire. “And,” she added,
"l certainly would never have attended
an event of that type in the dress | was
wearing when the photo was taken.

The two pictures were filmed by Uni-
versity personnel the day following the

the university.

the instrument,” came the reply.

FORMAL—Larsen, in formal attire,
talks to the dedication audience in
Lory Student Center Theatre at Colo-
rado State University.

formal dedication while Lyn was record-
ing the Wurlitzer for an album which will
be released later on. He was wearing his
manager, Henry Hunt's sweater—and
Henry is not a college student!

[t was at this juncture the scrnbe
admitted he thought it rather strange
pictures were lacking of univeristy offi-
cials, especially the president accepting
the donation from Marian Cook and
lauding her for her generous gift. "But
there were pictures taken—by Rose
Crome, wife of Ken Crome, who was in
charge of restoration and installation of

i - . % i

ORGAN MASTER—Marian Cook introduces Ken Crome to the audience as
Dr. Phemister looks on. Crome restored the instrument before installing it at

MARIAN COOK, Ken Crome, left, and Lyn Larsen, right, are shown in front of
the Wurlitzer console onstage in the student center theatre. She is holding the
memorial plaque.

Robert Phemister,
Acting President of Colorado State
University, hands Marian Cook a
plaque which will be mounted at
entrance to auditorium denoting gift
of the Wurlitzer in memory of her
husband, John Brown Cook.

PLAQUE—Dr.

And so, to set the record straight,
Marian Cook has loaned her set of prints
to The Console. They are published in
this issue to record the actual dedication
ceremony of the organ. Where the uni-
versity photogs were at the time is a
mystery.

Itis, of course, regretted The Console
was unaware actual dedication photos
were made. Some stronger warning sig-
nal should have bounced the eidtor’s
brain when Lyn was pictured at the con-
sole in the "Joe College” garb. Maestro
Larsen, never before to the editor's
knowledge, has appeared in concert
other than impeccably dressed—either
in a well-tailored suit, sequined regalia,
or full formal attire.

But the prints dictated otherwise in
this instance—they were official photos
and it was believed Lyn had been
approached by the powers that be at the
institution of higher learning to "be one

of the gang!" It was, admittedly, rather
hard to believe—but the photographs
spoke for themselves, and after having
been witness to many changes in this
world of ours, the editor shrugged his
shoulders in an attitude of "So Lyn can
change, too,” and composed the mis-
leading captions.

Larsen Donates To Organ
Fund For Conn—Valley

For his tenth return visit to Thomas-
ton (Conn.) Opera House, Organist Lyn
Larsen "made a dashing appearance in
black tuxedo lined with red satin, red
satin cummerbund and bow tie,” and
played a bouncy, upbeat opener, [ Want
To Be Happy. He was presented a
plaque at the beginning of the second
half of his program in recognition of his
tenth appearance at the Opera House.

His entire program was well-planned
and included something for everyone—
from oldie pops to classics which
earned him a well-deserved standing
ovation. For their generous show of
appreciation the audience was served
an encore.

Donates To Organ

In addition to a superlative evening of
music, and totally unexpected to Conn-
Val Chapter ATOS officials, Larsen
made an impromptu plea for assistance
in funding the new combination action
system to be installed on the Marr &
Colton organ in the Opera House. Not
only did he ask those present to help, but
started the ball rolling by making his
own personal donation to the project in
the amount of $200. Members and
friends followed suit and a totalin excess
of $800 was collected.

—The Diaphone-Conn-Vall Chapter
ATOS
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