
Nostalgia Is
With Us
Every Day
If it were to be analyzed there would
be no such thing as nostalgia because
it surrounds us every day. And partic
ularly in the theatrical field which
includes theatre pipe organs. We read
of old theatre buildings that are being
saved from demolition by interested
citizens who desire not only to see the
ornate structures preserved, but to
restore them to pristine elegance and
utilize them for performing art
centers.

Happily some of these movie man
sions still retain their mighty theatre
pipe organs. Some of those that have
lost them in years past are fortunate to
be able to receive donated instru

ments, or in some cases purchase
other theatre instruments and install

them.

Even though the past is always
present, each October The Conaole
staff delights in digging out old files
and photos for the annual Nostalgia
Issue.

In this one you will find articles and
photos that may help the "golden
agers" recall the exciting days of
theatre-going, and may give the
younger set an idea of the fun that
could be found inside ornate palaces
instead of in front of a television set.

Try as it might, television can never
capture the thrill of witnessing a
deluxe stage and screen presentation
as it unfolded in many of the great
theatres across not only this nation
but throughout the world wherever
the big cinemansions stood. TV can
only mirror them within its "diagonal
big screen!"

Carley and
Koury Are
In Benefit

Candi Cariey and Rex Koury will
team up on two Baldwin electronic
organs—Studio 234 and Cinema 235—
at the Luther Burbank Center for the

Performing Arts, Santa Rosa, Califor
nia, November 19 at 8pm to play a
benefit program for the Sonoma County
Friends of the Lighthouse for the Blind.
This is the first fund-raising event
planned and produced by the group.
For complete information regarding

the performance telephone (707) 527-
0006 or (707) 528-7473.

Even The Ads

Were Dreamy
For sheer nostalgia, the drawing on

this page was taken from a Kohler-
Liebich Co. advertisement placed in a
1927 issue of The Diapason.
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Salt Lake
Theatre Organ
Plays Again!
"We are pleased to report that the

2/11 Wurlitzer organ installed in the
Capitol Theatre, Salt l-ake City Utah
is now in playing condition and was
'unveiled' after the opening perfor-
m2mce of the Ballet West's 20th anni

versary season on September 28,"
Clarence E. Briggs, Beehive Chapter
ATOS member, has advised The
Console.

Blaine Gail presided at the console of
the Capitol Wurlitzer following the ballet
performance and played Sousa marches.
The organ, which was installed in 1927
and had 10 rcuiks, was restored by
members of Beehive Chapter ATOS.
The addition of an 8-foct Trivo Trumpet
increased the instrument to 11 ranks.

"We expect to have a vaudeville show
and organ concert to be sponsored by
Salt Lake County to honor the 5,000 or
so volunteers who have donated time

and effort to the county—we are
included in that group. The show will be
held November 7 to 12," Briggs added.

Big News Splash
Prior to the reopening of the Capitol

Wurlitzer, Beehive Chapter ATOS

See—Salt Lake—Page 3

Sister Organists
Get BBC Honor
Ena Baga and Florence DeJong,

famed British organists, who are also
sisters, were honored by the British
Broadcasting Corporation on The Orga
nist Entertains. They were heard remi
niscing as well as playing the New
GaQery Cinema Wurlitzer last August
10. On August 1st, Rorence celebrated
her 87th birthday. Three days after the
broadcast, both ladies appeared at the
Brentford Musical Museum and played
the ex-Regal/ABC Kingston Wurlitzer
which is now installed there.

—from COS Newsletter

Birthday Party
For Chicago
A birthday party, sponsored by the

Chicago Theatre Trust, was held
October 22 for the Chicago Theatre
which turned 62 this year. It started at
Ham with tours of the Mexico and

Music Box Theatres, sponsored by the
Theatre Historical Society, and the party
for the lavish Chicago which was held at
St. Paul's Church at 2pm. A slide show,
updated information about the preserva-
bon of the Chicago Theatre, and refresh
ments with a big birthday cake
concluded the event.

The next day Gaylord Carter
appeared at the Chicago with the silent
horror film The Cat and the Canary.The
program was sponsored by Chicago
Area Chapter ATOS.

Dennis Walkowitz is currently playing
intermissions at the Chicago Theatre.



HOTEL

AND

CONVENTION CENTER

Albuquerque, New Mexico

WELCOMES YOU

Phil Maloof Presents....
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PIPE ORGANS, INC.
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Stay Put In
Ir<xiwood, Michigan's Ironwood

Theatre, which recently closed as a
motion picture house, is on its way to
becoming a performing arts center.
And it's one theatre that still retains

its "Ascending Barton."On August
18, the house was re-opened for a
performance by the Detroit
Symphony.

In a story published in the Daily
Globe, written by Ray Maurin, reference
was made to the theatre's decor—"Most

of the original motiff and furnishings are
still in evidence in the building.

"Included in the structure is the

ascending Barton Organ which organist
Bayne Commins used to play." It is
apparent the scribe was entranced by the
Barton lift, thus referring to it as "ascend
ing". The instrument has two manuals
and seven ranks and was installed in

1928.

A restoration kickoff will be recon

struction of the marquee, which is
bronze. The entryway will also be recon-

Barton To
Film House
ditioned to add an attraction to Auroju

Street. More feasibility studies will be
made for local volunteers regarding local
use and what cost organizations can
afford.

Side Walk Sale
Nets Club $350
Virginia Theatre Organ Society

coffers were enriched with $350, the net
profit from the society's fourth "GigcUitic
Sidewalk Sale" held recently. It was
noted that "although member merchan
dise contributions have been somewhat

less for the last two sales (attics and
basements are getting bare!), the $350
will go a long way toward aiding club
activities. David Newman and Miles

Rudisil! were co-chairmen of the project.

Professional Finish
Professional finishers are now working

on the Wilshire Ebell Barton console. Its

finish will match the colorsof theauditor-
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LOCAL ORGANIST Gerald Kinnunen tries out the ascending Barton. Plans
call for transfer of theatre ownership, including the instrument, to the Down
town Ironwood Development Authority.

UPPER LOBBY of the Ironwood Theatre, House is 55 years old.

Club Looking For
Working Space

North Texas Chapter ATOS in Dallas
is searching for space for the former
Loew's Jersey City Theatre Wonder
Morton organ to be used as the rebuild
workshop. "There is much rebuild work
to be done and our very expert crew is
anxious to resume work," it was noted by
a chapter official in The Keraulophone,
official newsletter of the unit.

IRONWOOD RENAISSANCE—Interior of the auditorium that is decorated in Italian Renaissance motiff.

Byrd To Reopen
Richmond's famed Byrd Theatre may

reopen November Ist. Flans are being
made to spruce up the theatre and use the
four-manual Wurlitzer on weekends. It
was reported that bids are out for a new
sound system carpeting, etc.

SALT LAKE
—continued from Page One

received widespread publicity on the
lengthy restoration job they performed to
bring the instrument up to concert con-
diton in the September 18 issue of
Deseret News.

The half-page illustrated news article
noted that "five years and 6,000 man
hours have gone under the bridge since
the Beehive Chapter, American Theatre
Organ Society, began restoring the
mighty Wurlitzer in the Capitol Thea
tre. " The article disclosed the "organ will
roar again in public—during the All
American season of Ballet West, Sept.
28—Oct.l and 3."

Clarence Briggs, who was pictured
looking over the two-manual console and
also inspecting "pipes in the Capitol
Theatre pipe room," was interviewed by
Dorothy Stowe, Deseret Music Critic,
and gave her the information about the
project.

He also gave considerable back
ground history on theatre organs and
told about the recent donation by Marian
Cook to the Colorado State University of
one of the Wurlitzers that was formerly
installed in a Provo, Utah pizza parlor,
and to a church center in Phoenix of the
one that was located in Salt Lake City in
another pizza parlor.

—The Console October 1983—



MINUTE EDITORIAL

Wagging Tongues
Discredit To Club
Two organ buffs, members of

an organ club, were invited to an
organ dedication. One of their
members had worked on the
instrument they were to hear. He
had been hired by the organ
builder. He also is very active in
his own club and has contributed
his knowledge and many hours
labor improving one of the
organs under jurisdiction of his
club, as well as offering sugges
tions regarding still another
instrument under the club's care.
At the dedication the two

buffs unknowingly sat behind the
organ builder who had hired
their fellow member. At one
point the two men expressed
contempt for the member in
rather strong terms. The organ
builder was surprised.
He later contacted his helper

and relayed the incident and
asked if this (apparent jealousy)
was a prevalent condition in the
club.

The answer is immaterial.
The talking in this instance, in
public, should never have taken
place.

All it served was to degrade
the club.

Asilomar Bash

Best Time Ever
"It was about the best time

we've ever had at any Home
organ Festival!!" This was the
composite statement made up
from many expressions of satis
faction by those who attended
the Asilomar Festival '83. Every
phase of the week-long event
pleased patrons. There were
963 full registrations and over
1,000 attended daily sessions,
according to Annie Olive, who
never misses the bash if possible.

Planning is already underway
for '84, the 25th anniversary of
the show. Registration will open
next March, it was reported.

Fresno Story
Next Month
Next month The Console

will present an illustrated fea
ture of the highly successful
tri-chapter Fresno Bash, held
in the San Juaquin Valley city
October 8 and 9.

—The Console 4 October '

A THEATRE ONCE MORE—"Ground Breaking" was September 12 in
Portland, Oregon for the once palatial Paramount Theatre, but without shovel
or ground. The City of Portland formally took over the big house, which means
another fine example of theatre architecture has been saved. This, a typical
Rapp & Rapp creation, somewhat run down at the present, due to many Rock
and Roll shows in the past few years, will be restored.

—Claude V. Neuffer Photo

Many Old Theatres Being Restored
Old theatres are being restored in

many cities throughout the United States
and relighted as performing arts centers.
The 56-year-old, 1,600-seat Palace
TTieatre in Stamford, Conn., is about to
be revitalized as an arts center. It will join
the Stamford TTieatre as the second
downtown movie palace to be restored
for 'live' programs.
New York's New Amsterdam TTieatre

will not open this Fall. Unanticipated
structural problems are responsible for
delaying its return as a lelgitimate house.

According to the Detroit News, the
Fox Theatre is now undergoing a com
plete restoration with a 40-man crew
working daily. A Spring '84 opening is
planned with traveling road shows.
Also in Detroit, Orchestra Hall-

Paradise Theatre, lost one of its two
major support groups recently, but resto
ration work will continue.

Since the reopening of Loew's Rich
mond Theatre plans have been
announced for the smaller Empire and
Regency TTieafres to be part of a new
arts center.

The Stanley (Utica, New York) and
Proctor's (Schenectady, New York) are
doing major rebuilding and at the latter
house the newly purchased Aurora, Illi
nois Paramount Theatre organ was
being installed. Also, two new marquees
are going up, new stage drapes being
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hung and expansion of the orchestra pit
is underway.

In York, Pa., the Strand and CapiTof
Theatres are feverishly being completed
for bookings later this Fall.

In Los Angeles the Wiftern Theatre is
still empty and work has not started on its
restoration, although the owners continu
ally advertise the fact that big plans are
afoot to make it one of the lelading 'live'
showcases of the city.

—CTT Circuit News
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GOLD FRAMED announcement of

the Koury Concert at the Classic
Hotel puts presentation in proper
perspective.

Big Apple Bunch
Working On Wurli
Work on the 2/10 Wurlitzer now

owned by New York Chapter ATOS is
well underway at the Paramount Theatre
in Middleton, New York. Remaining
parts at Carnegie Cinema were moved to
the Paramount last June 28; only the
piano remains until a professional mov
ing team can tadke it out.

Walls and air ducts in old organ
chambers were removed in August to
facilitate installation of new pipework.
Contracts have been awarded to begin
work on the theatre itself. The stage will
be updated to current codes, and refur
bishing of seats is due to be started this
month.

A projected opening date has been set
for the Spring of 1984. New York Chap
ter is forming an organ crew so that regu
lar work sessions can be started in

November.

Koury Opens Classic Hotel
Concerts; Turnaway Crowd
For the 900 or more making up the

tum-away crowd that attended the
gala opening theatre organ concert in
Albuquerque's Classic Hotel Regency
Ballroom, Satuday night, September
23rd, will be an evening long
remembered.

Under Rex Koury's skilled mastery
the famed Roxy Organ was unveiled in
all its former glory. In both sight and
sound the instrument and the evening's
presentation were thrilling in every
aspect. Phil Maloof, one of the owners of
the Classic Hotel, and under whose spon
sorship the 1983-84 organ concert sea
son is being directed, had the event well
publicized—so well, in fact, that some 50
disappointed people were turned away.
The performance was delayed several
minutes so that extra chairs could be

moved into the ballroom from other parts
of the hotel to accommodate the over

flow crowd.

As the lights in the beautiful Regency
Room dimmed, Koury hit an opening
fanfare as the rich royal blue drapes
slowly parted and the majestic five-
manual white and gold Roxy console
moved automatically toward the
audience on a specially-built platform
(ala Radio City Music Hall).

For his musical opening, Koury had
resurrected an old song called Driltwood
which he recalls as being the unofficial
Roxy organ theme introduced by Lew
White when he was chief organist at the
renouwned New York City movie
palace. Koury remembers playing the
theme on several occasions in the early
thirties during a brief stint at one of the
Roxy organ's slave consoles.
Rex then announced that he thought

his listeners might enjoy a short medley
of tunes that were top hits at the time the
Roxy Kimball was first heard and played
in the style of that period. He was not
disappointed—the audience loved it! He
then went on to recall one very special
stage show that made a great impression
on him because of the lovely music, bril
liant staging and colorful costumes. This
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CLASSIC ORGAN PERSONALITIES Terry Hochmuth, who installed and
maintains the instrument; Phil Maloof, organ enthusiast and owner of the
Classic organ; and Rex Koury, concert artist and ATOS National Prexy, who
played the highly received program last September 23.

was a typical Roxy extravaganza set in
Old Vienna. Koury described the setting
in some detail, then played the colorful
music as he recalled it—the litlting music
of Johann Strauss.

Then followed a special Koury arran
gement of ChmafoLUn, My Chinatown
which he said he would try to present as
the "Roxy Organ Solo" played by three
organists in tandem. Judging from the
applause, he succeeded!

Next he reminded his audience that

another great attraction at the theatre
was the famed Roxy Symphony Orches
tra, directed by its fine conductor, Emo
Rapee. Rex explained that, along with
the standard classic overtures, Rapee
often had the orchestra perform medley
arrangements of popular Broadway
show tunes of that era. To illustrate, he
then performed a superb orchestral pot
pourri that seemed perfect for the re-born
Roxy instrument.
The remainder of the program con

sisted of many of Koury's well-known
popular arrangments, including his Car
men Suite of Bizet, Gunsmofee Theme
and Gershwin's Rhapsody In Blue. He
was rewarded by no less than three
standing ovations with as many encores.

Present for the concert were organ
music lovers from considerable out-of-

state distances, including Richard and
Jane Loderhose from Seal Beach, Cali
fornia, Coulter and Mildred Cunningham
from San Diego and Sue Lang of Sacra
mento. Said' Richard Loderhose,
"Believe me, the Roxy organ never
sounded so good!" This, a fitting tribute
to the efforts of Terry Hochmuth, who
almost single-handedly has been respon
sible for the excellent re-furbishing and
installation of the instrument.

iza set in While billed as the "Roxy" organ,
»e setting much of the organ 'pipeage' is actually
i colorful Wurlitzer since much of the original
ng music organ is long gone. However, the con

sole, of course, is the origind five-
ry arran- manual. Currently at 27 ranks, several
itnatou;n additions are planned, along with a dig-
resent as ital encoder for recording the organ play-
by three back. Presets are via a very ample
from the memory capture system which per

formed almost flawlessly. The instru-
;nce that ment, ideal in size and voicing for its
e theatre location and setting, is brilliant. Acous-
' Orches- tics in the Regency Ballroom are surpris-
tor, Emo ingly good considering the room's plush
ong with appointments.
5, Rapee Phil Maloof is to be both honored and
n medley congratulated for bringing this fine
■roadway instrument to Allbuquerque where it will
strate, he be a valued addition to that city's music
slral pot- culture.
le re-born Upcoming events featuring the Clas

sic's "Roxy Organ" include a showing of
ram con- Lx>ng Chaney'silent film The Phantom of
sU-known the Opera with Terry Hochmuth supply-
{his Car- ing the musical score on October 29th
e TTreme and a concert by 1983 ATOS' "Orga-
Blue. He nist of the Year" Ashley Miller on
lan three November 25th.
'encores.

Organist Placed
hard and In Intensive Care
ach, Cali Diego Organist Colonel Harty
'"fjp Jenkins was placed in intensive care in
°  Diego Balboa (Navy) Hospitaler ose, about October 14.He apparently
an riever gy{{g,.gj from a clot and slowed heart
ng tri ute reported. He also may
luth, who 1receive a pacemaker.
:n respon-

ihing and Bring Friends To Theatre
Organ Concerts

—The Console 5 October 1983—


