Nostalgia Is
With Us
Every Day

If it were to be analyzed there would
be no such thing as nostalgia because
it surrounds us every day. And partic-
ularly in the theatrical field which
includes theatre pipe organs. We read
of old theatre buildings that are being
saved from demolition by interested
citizens who desire not only to see the
ornate structures preserved, but to
restore them to pristine elegance and
utilize them for performing art
centers.

Happily some of these movie man-
sions still retain their mighty theatre
pipe organs. Some of those that have
lost them in years past are fortunate to
be able to receive donated instru-
ments, or in some cases purchase
other theatre instruments and install
them.

Even though the past is always
present, each October The Console
staff delights in digging out old files
and photos for the annual Nostalgia
Issue.

In this one you will find articles and
photos that may help the "golden
agers” recall the exciting days of
theatre-going, and may give the
younger set an idea of the fun that
could be found inside ornate palaces
instead of in front of a television set.

Try as it might, television can never
capture the thrill of witnessing a
deluxe stage and screen presentation
as it unfolded in many of the great
theatres across not only this nation
but throughout the world wherever
the big cinemansions stood. TV can
only mirror them within its "diagonal
big screen!”

Carley and
Koury Are
In Benefit

Candi Carley and Rex Koury will
team up on two Baldwin electronic
organs—>Studio 234 and Cinema 235—
at the Luther Burbank Center for the
Performing Arts, Santa Rosa, Califor-
nia, November 19 at 8pm to play a
benefit program for the Sonoma County
Friends of the Lighthouse for the Blind.
This is the first fund-raising event
planned and produced by the group.

For complete information regarding
the performance telephone (707) 527-
0006 or (707) 528-7473.

Even The Ads
Were Dreamy
. For sheer noafaigia, the drawing on
this page was taken from a Kohler-
Liebich Co. advertisement placed_ ina

' 1 927 issue of The.ZDiapason.
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Salt Lake
Theatre Organ
Plays Again!

"We are pleased to report that the
2/11 Waurlitzer organ installed in the
Capitol Theatre, Salt Lake City Utah
is now in playing condition and was
'unveiled’ after the opening perfor-
mance of the Ballet West's 20th anni-
versary season on September 28"
Clarence E. Briggs, Beehive Chapter
ATOS member, has advised The
Consﬂle.

Blaine Gail presided at the console of
the Capijol Wurlitzer following the ballet
performance and played Sousa marches.
The organ, which was installed in 1927
and had 10 ranks, was restored by
members of Beehive Chapter ATOS.
The addition of an 8-foot Trivo Trumpet
increased the instrument to 11 ranks.

"We expect to have a vaudeville show
and organ concert to be sponsored by
Salt Lake County to honor the 5,000 or
so volunteers who have donated time
and effort to the county—we are
included in that group. The show will be
held November 7 to 12,” Briggs added.

Big News Splash
Prior to the reopening of the Capitol
Waurlitzer, Beehive Chapter ATOS

See—Salt Lake—Page 3

Sister Organists

Get BBC Honor

Ena Baga and Florence Delong,
famed British organists, who are also
sisters, were honored by the British
Broadcasting Corporation on The Orga-
nist Entertains. They were heard remi-
niscing as well as playing the New
Gallery Cinema Wurlitzer last August
10. On August 1st, Florence celebrated
her 87th birthday. Three days after the
broadcast, both ladies appeared at the
Brentford Musical Museum and played
the ex-Regal/ABC Kingston Wurlitzer
which is now installed there.

—from COS Newsletter

Birthday Party
For Chicago

A birthday party, sponsored by the
Chicago Theatre Trust, was held
October 22 for the Chicago Theatre
which turned 62 this year. It started at
1lam with tours of the Mexico and
Music Box Theatres, sponsored by the
Theatre Historical Society, and the party
for the lavish Chicago which was held at
St. Paul's Church at 2pm. A slide show,
updated information about the preserva-
tion of the Chicago Theatre, and refresh-
ments with a big birthday cake
concluded the event.

The next day Gaylord Carter
appeared at the Chicago with the silent
horror film The Cat and the Canary. The
program was sponsored by Chicago
Area Chapter ATOS.

Dennis Walkowitz is currently playing
intermissions at the Chicago Theatre.
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’Ascending Barton To
Stay Put In Film House

Ironwood, Michigan's Ironwood
Theatre, which recently closed as a
motion picture house, is on its way to
becoming a performing arts center.
And it's one theatre that still retains
its "Ascending Barton."On August
18, the house was re-opened for a
performance by the Detroit
Symphony,

In a story published in the Daily
Globe, written by Ray Maurin, reference
was made to the theatre’s decor—"Most
of the original motiff and furnishings are
still in evidence in the building.

"Included in the structure is the
ascending Barton Organ which organist
Bayne Commins used to play.” It is
apparent the scribe was entranced by the
Barton lift, thus referring to it as "ascend-
ing”. The instrument has two manuals
and seven ranks and was installed in
1928.

A restoration kickoff will be recon-
struction of the marquee, which is
bronze. The entryway will also be recon-

UPPER LOBBY of the Ironwood Th

e

ditioned to add an attraction to Auroar
Street. More feasibility studies will be
made for local volunteers regarding local
use and what cost organizations can

afford.

Side Walk Sale
Nets Club $350

Virginia Theatre Organ Society
coffers were enriched with $350, the net
profit from the society’s fourth "Gigantic
Sidewalk Sale” held recently. It was
noted that ”although member merchan-
dise contributions have been somewhat
less for the last two sales {attics and
basements are getting bare!), the $350
will go a long way toward aiding club
activities. David Newman and Miles
Rudisill were co-chairmen of the project.

Professional Finish

Professional finishers are now working
on the Wilshire Ebell Barton consale. [ts
finish will match the colors of the auditor-
ium.

LOCAL ORGANIST Gerald Kinnunen tries out the ascending Barten. Plans
call for transfer of theatre ownership, including the instrument, to the Down-
town Ironwood Development Authority.

Club Looking For
Working Space

North Texas Chapter ATOS in Dallas
is searching for space for the former
Loew's Jersey City Theatre Wonder
Morion organ to be used as the rebuild
workshop. “There is much rebuild work
to be done and our very expert crew is
anxious to resume work," it was noted by
a chapter official in The Keraulophone,
official newsletter of the unit.

lONWOO RENAISSE——lnterior of the auditorium that is decorated in Italian Renaissance motiff.

Byrd To Reopen

Richmond'’s famed Byrd Theatre may
reopen November 1st. Plans are being
made to spruce up the theatre and use the
four-manual Wurlitzer on weekends. It
was reported that bids are out for a new
sound system carpeting, etc.

SALT LAKE

—continued from Page One

received widespread publicity on the
lengthy restoration job they performed ta
bring the instrument up to concert con-
diton in the September 18 issue of
Deseret News.

The half-page illustrated news article
noted that "five years and 6,000 man
hours have gone under the bridge since
the Beehive Chapter, American Theatre
Organ Society, began restoring the
mighty Wurlitzer in the Capitol Thea-
tre.” The article disclosed the "organ will
roar again in public—during the All
American season of Ballet West, Sept.
28—0kct.1 and 3.

Clarence Briggs, who was pictured
looking over the two-manual console and
also inspecting “pipes in the Capitol
Theatre pipe room,” was interviewed by
Dorothy Stowe, Deseret Music Critic,
and gave her the information about the
project.

He also gave considerable back-
ground history on theatre organs and
told about the recent donation by Marian
Cook to the Colorado State University of
one of the Wurlitzers that was formerly
installed in a Provo, Utah pizza parlor,
and to a church center in Phoenix of the
one that was located in Salt Lake City in
another pizza parlor,

—The Console 3 October 1983 —



MINUTE EDITORIAL

Wagging Tongues
Discredit To Club

Two organ buffs, members of
an organ club, were invited to an
organ dedication. One of their
members had worked on the
instrument they were to hear. He
had been hired by the organ
builder. He also is very active in
his own club and has contributed
his knowledge and many hours
labor improving one of the
organs under jurisdiction of his
club, as well as offering sugges-
tions regarding still another
instrument under the club’s care.

At the dedication the two
buffs unknowingly sat behind the
organ builder who had hired
their fellow member. At one
point the two men expressed
contempt for the member in
rather strong terms. The organ
builder was surprised.

He later contacted his helper
and relayed the incident and
asked if this (apparent jealousy)
was a prevalent condition in the
club.

The answer is immaterial.
The talking in this instance, in
public, should never have taken
place.

All it served was to degrade
the club.

Asilomar Bash
Best Time Ever

"It was about the best time
we've ever had at any Home
organ Festivalll” This was the
composite statement made up
from many expressions of satis-
faction by those who attended
the Asilomar Festival ‘83. Every
phase of the week-long event
pleased patrons. There were
963 full registrations and over
1,000 attended daily sessions,
according to Annie Olive, who
never misses the bash if possible.

Planning is already underway
for '84, the 25th anniversary of
the show. Registration will open
next March, it was reported.

—The Console

A THEATRE ONCE MORE—"Ground Breaking” was September 12 in

Portland, Oregon for the once palatial Paramount Theatre, but without shovel
or ground. The City of Portland formally took over the big house, which means
another fine example of theatre architecture has been saved. This, a typical
Rapp & Rapp creation, somewhat run down at the present, due to many Rock
and Roll shows in the past few years, will be restored.

—Claude V. Neuffer Photo

Many Old Theatres Being Restored

Old theatres are being restored in
many cities throughout the United States
and relighted as performing arts centers.
The 56-year-old, 1,600-seat Palace

Theatre in Stamford, Conn., is about to

be revitalized as an arts center. It will join ~

the Stamford Theatre as the second
downtown movie palace to be restored
for 'live’ programs.

New York's New Amsterdam Theatre
will not open this Fall. Unanticipated
structural problems are responsible for
delaying its return as a lelgitimate house.

According to the Detroit News, the
Fox Theatre is now undergoing a com-
plete restoration with a 40-man crew
working daily. A Spring ‘84 opening is
planned with traveling road shows.

Also in Detroit, Orchestra Hall-
Paradise Theatre, lost one of its two
major support groups recently, but resto-

- ration work will continue.

Since the reopening of Loew’s Rich-
mond Theatre plans have been
announced for the smaller Empire and

' Regency Theatres to be part of a new

arts center.
The Stanley (Utica, New York) and
Proctor’s (Schenectady, New York) are

- doing major rebuilding and at the latter

house the newly purchased Aurora, Illi-
nois Paramount Theatre organ was
being installed. Also, two new marquees
are going up, new stage drapes being

4 October 1983 —

hung and expansion of the orchestra pit
is underway.

In York, Pa., the Strand and Capitol
Theatres are feverishly being completed
for bookings later this Fall.

In Los Angeles the Wiltern Theatre is
still empty and work has not started on its
restoration, although the owners continu-
ally advertise the fact that big plans are
afoot to make it one of the lelading ‘live’
showcases of the city.

—CTT Circuit News
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