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Carthay Circle

Woarlitzer Burns

Loss of the former Carthay Cir-
cle Theatre Wurlitzer (Los
Angeles) by fire was reported on
two different radio broadcasts
Wednesday and Thursday,
August 17 & 18, but not in any of
the metropolitan daily newspap-
ers. According to Columbia
Broadcasting System radio news,
the instrument, a Style 235—
3/11 Wurlitzer had been moved
to Lancaster, Calif., a desert town
north of Los Angeles and erected
by a man identified only as
"Willie”.

Reportedly he had spent over
8,000 hours and $125,000
installing the instrument. The
other radio report mentioned that
the owner had modified the organ
and made it into a six-manual
instrument.

Further information about the
fire and instrument is being
sought.

Frank Olson Dies While
Playing London Show

Frank Olson, well-known Can-
adian theatre organist, died Sun-
day morning, September 4, in
London, England as he was pres-
enting a concert at the Odeon Lei-
cester Square Cinema for the
Rank Leisure Services.

According to a telephone
report made to Jesse Littlefield in
Rochester, New York, Olson had
just brought up the five-manual
Compton console in his opening
selection and had turned to
acknowledge the applause from
his audience when he collapsed
and fell from the organ bench into
the orchestra pit, the victim of a
massive heart attack.

Bert Bartram, head of Rank

Leisure Services, came to Olson’s
aid as soon as he witnessed him
falling. An ambulance was called
and within five minutes Olson
was placed on a stretcher
equipped with oxygen and car-
ried out of the theatre. [t was not
learned if he had died in the fall
or later in the hospital.

His age, it is estimated by
friends, was "well into the seven-
ties.” He made his home in Port
Colborne, Ontario, Canada, and
as was his custom during past
years, returned to the British [sles
during each summer on concert
tours. The concert during which
the tragedy occurred was part of
this year's tour.

Stan Kann In Stage, Screen

Show Oct. 15 At San Gabriel

Stan Kann, famous both as a theatre organist and television star,
will be presented in a double feature stage and screen show at San
Gabriel Civic Auditorium October 15 at 8pm.

He will accompany the silent photoplay Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
starring John Barrymore, and then appear on stage in his own variety
act. Kann was house organist for many years at the St. Louis Fox
Theatre and more recently returned there to accompany a silent film
program which was a sell-out affair.

His show is one of three in the Fall Organ Season At San Gabriel
being presented by Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society. George
Wright will play November 5th and Candi Carley is booked for
November 26th. All shows are at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

LITTLE MOTHER HAS A BIG
DADDY NOW —Ben Hall's Lit-
tle Mother Wurlitzer console has
been wired up with the former
Loew's Kings Theatre Robert-
Morton console. They play the
enlarged Hall organ in Carnegie
Hall Cinema, Manhattan. Organ-
ist Lee Erwin turns author this
month to tell about silent photo-
plays and history of the theatre.

. —Alfred J. Buttler Phol:e'==
(Other photos ‘and feature sto
on Page S:x)

RTOS Adding
Ranks To Two

.

Wourlitzers

Rochester Theatre Organ Society
is upgrading both its 4/22 Wurlitzer
in the Auditorium Theatre and its
3/8 Wurlitzer in Eisenhardt Audtio-
rium during the summer months.
The Eisenhardt organ is being res-
tyled as a Style 260—seven ranks
are being added to make it a 3/15.

Work on the big Auditorium
Wourlitzer is taking more time while
officials of the society consider what
new sets they will put in to bring the
organ up to 25 or 26 ranks.

When the Eastman Theatre in
Rochester removed its large Austin,
the society purchased the 32 ft.
metal Bombarde rank. This is one of
the sets definitely due to be added to
the big instrument.
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CAPITOL THEATRE ORGANIST BOB EYER,JR,,

is pictured at

the console of the three-manual Moller organ in Chambersburg, Pa.
He is featured in pre-show concerts at both performances every
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings.

0 A e o e ke e A e e e e ek A e s e sk o A sk ok e e o

Pre-Show Concert Hypos
Attendance At Theatre

"It may be coincidence, but the first night we featured Bob Eyer, Jr.,
in pre-show concerts we had the biggest attendance for the year
todate here at the Capitol Theatre in Chambersburg,” stated Gordon
Madison, owner of the theatre. Organist Eyers received his masters
degree in music last year and is an enthusiastic advocate of the theatre

pipe organ.
It is reported that his concert Strauss LOOkS At
Uptown Theatre

arrangement of the Mickey Mouse
Club theme is a show-stopper.He
Mary Strauss, owner of the
St.Louis Fox Theatre, was in Chi-

will play the theatre's three-manual
Moller every weekend in pre-show

recitals, both at the first and second
performances.

Madison noted that "many more
and more frequent organ nights are
being plananed. At the ATOS con-
vention this year, | started gathering
information on geiting somethsing
going so that some of the "hig”
names when touring near this area
may start picking up additional
"one-night stands” at smaller com-
munities such as ours.” (A good
case-in-point for the current Console
Bureau project—Ed.)

To Enlarge Moller

"We are now close to enlarging the
Moller,” Madison continued. “We have
tons of space on the stage for additions.
Our top priority items are a Moller Pos-
thorn, 32" Diaphone (to knock dust off
the walls) and then who knows what
next.

"I certainly liked that ""real” vibraharp
that has been adapted to the Qakland
Paramount. And we are also looking for
a console elevator with about a five-foot
lift, just in case any of your readers have
a bunch of them in their basements,” he
concluded.

RENEW ON TIME

cago in mid-August for a weekend
holiday with her son. She also
inquired as to the availability and
condition of the shuttered Uptown
Theatre. She was advised of the
entertainment center potential of the
Riviera Theatre and Aragon Bal-
Iroom, both of which are for sale and
are located near the Uptown.
Strauss noted that the St.Louis
Fox had nearly one million patrons
during its first year with an average
of 17,000 subscribers for its super-
star series. She also mentioned that
she was about to redo a 700-seat
theatre as a film revival film house.

Davies Hall Organ
Cost—3$1.2 Million

Installation of the five-manual Rulffatti
organ in San Francisco’s Davies Sym-
phony Hall will stand complete for dedi-
cation at 132 ranks next April 7 in a
special Organ Inaugural Gala. The fol-
lowing spring it will be increased to 141
ranks with a total of 7,922 pipes. Even-
tually there will be eight divisions, 163
ranks and 9,235 pipes. Total cost for
completion of the organ project—$1.2
million!

Ebell Console Is
Changing Style

Planning sessions and refurbish-
ing of the Barton console are cur-
rent topics involving the Wilshire
Ebell Theatre/LATOS installa-
tion project.

The console has been completely
stripped of its circus-wagon finish
and a new solid birchwood shell with
Woaurlitzer-style top made for it. The
shell will be finished in a color to be
selected to harmonize with theatre
auditorium decor and color.

In a meeting held Thursday, Sep-
tember 1 with Ebell officials, Gene
Davis, LATOS Barton Project
chief, agreed the console will be on
stage until a later time when an elel-
vator can be procured and installed
in the orchestra pit.

Davis was told that Ebell officials
are considering a two-day public
showing of the organ as well as an
exclusive show for members of both
Ebell and LATOS.

Chamber areas have been
cleaned and are ready to be painted
and have plywood flooring put
down. Davis said volunteers are
needed to help paint chamber walls
and ceilings.

LATOS Technical Director Peter
Crotty has donated an expensive
magnelic starter switch unit for the
Ebell blower, it was announced at
the September board meeting.

Free Piano/Organ
Show In 'Pedro

Pianist William Teaford and Organist
Gaylord Carter will present a Piano and
Organ Festival Sunday afternoon,
Ovcotber 2 at the San Pedro (Calif.) Elks
Club. The program is scheduled to start
at 3pm and is open to the public free of
charge.

Variety Arts On
Organ Hunt

Los Angeles’ Society for Pres-
ervation of Variety Arts has been
given official notification its large
club/theatre building will not be
involved in any community rede-
velopment plans and will not be
demolsihed. Variety Arts officials
are now making plans to improve
the structure and have included a
theatre pipe organ installation for
the theatre.

They are looking for an instru-
ment in size between 10 and 15
ranks. This would be, itis estimated,
the maximum size that would fit the
space that can be provided for it.

Variety Arts is a non-profit organ-
ization and is empowered to grant
tax write-offs for all donations made
to the Society.

Also in planning sdtages is the
Bijou Fotoplayer Theatre Bar. The
special lounge, as represented in two
architectural renderings, would
have a proscenium arch and swag-
draped screen above the
Fotoplayer.

One of the American Photo-
player models produced by the firm
is currently owned by Burton A.
Burton, who donated all organ com-
ponents, including the 3/12 Barton
organ, from his Barranger Studio
operation when he closed it out last
year. He has the machine for sale
with a sale tag on it of $35,000.
Variety Arts officials are attempting
to find 35 doners to contribute
$1,000 each to purchase the pit
organ so that it can be installed in the
new room,

Society headquarters arelocated
in the former Friday Morning Club
Building at 940 South Figueroa, in
downtown Los Angeles (zip code

90015).

Organist Opens Fast Food Eaterie

Gary Hansen, Milwaukee organist and theatre organ personality, has just
opened Palate Pleasers, a "fast food with flair” restaurant in the beer city’s
elegantly restored Germania Building. Hansen gained his restaurant man-
agement experience while employed at the now-bankrupt Deluca operation
in Milwaukee.

Palate Pleasers is open weekdays during business hours and caters
to the business crowd in the surrounding area.

Nearby is the Riverside Theatre, home of the 3/14 Wurlitzer which
Hansen has been active in restoring. He has also done much work in the
theatre for Town Realty, its owners.

Hansen spent much time at Ocean State Performing Arts Center, Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, installing the ex-Chicago Marbro Theatre five-
manual Wurlitzer with Organman Bill Hanson.

Sellers Sharing Concert Bill

Barbara Sellers will share the bill with two outstanding choral groups, the
Rheinischer Gesang Verein of Chicago, directed by Frank Mueller, and the
Waukegan Swedish Glee Club on Saturday evening, Oct. 22 at 8 o’clock in
the Genesee Theatre, 205 No. Genesee St., Waukegan, Ill. Miss Sellers will
play before the program, have a solo segment and will join with the massed
choruses at the finale. Tickets are $4.

The theatre has recently been taken back by the original lessor and a
private group to operate as an arts center. They had to negotiate purchase
of the fixtures, including the organ, from Plitt Theatres, Inc. Plitt was
successor company to Great States Theatres which had leased the raw
theatre space and fitted it with equipment for its opening in 1926. The organ
is a standard model 3/10 Barton which sounds quite well.

—The Console 3 September 1983—
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Different Concert Idea Ups
Patronage—Could be Used
For Theatre Organ Shows

Organist Jim Benzmiller was seldom satisfied with the attendance
at local classical organ concerts in Stevens Point, Wisconsin—around
50 to 100 patronized the programs. Three years ago he started
thinking about what could be done to build attendance. What he
created has been highly successful for the past three years and could
be applied to theatre organ concert programs.

"l decided that by bringing
together other classical musicians
the integrated effort in one program
might help spur interest in this kind
of music. ['m happy to say it has
developed into an annual affair
which we produce under the name of
Twighlight Interlude.

"Participants include area musi-
cians at the church, high school and
college levels; some of the most
prominent teachers and professors
are freely active in the musical pres-
entation. We even have a member
of the Minnesota Orchestra.

"Attendance is unusually high for
a classical organ-centered
concert—between 400 and 500.

"We print invitations which are
sent to local business and profes-
sional people as well as friends of the
main performers. Extensive public-
ity, added to the special invitations
has proven highly successful.

"This year's Twighlight Interlude
featured the premiere performance
of Strauss’ Feirlicher Einzug—
Processional Entry with the Brass
Choir, Organ and Timpani. This
spectacular piece just abnout blew
the roof off and commanded an
immediate spontaneous standing
ovation.”

Benzmiller explained that
Strauss’ music seems to be timeless.
"His Also Sprach Zarathustra is the
theme music for 2000 Space Odes-
say, and the composition we per-
formed may have been a
development from a tone poem or
an idea for a fanfare for an opera. It
was composed for 25 wind instru-
ments and timpani. About 1900
Max Reger, a Bavarian organist,
arranged the piece for organ, two
trombones and timpani.

"Music for the piece was obtained
from a music company in Berlin.

The Reger arrangement was bor-
rowed from an organ professor at
Concordia College in Moorhead,
Minn.

" After many hours of listening to
a 1960s recording by E. Power
Biggs and Brass Choir, and compar-
ing it to both Reger and Strauss
arrangements, necessary changes
were made to duplicate the Biggs
recording.

"Because presenting a work of
this magnitude is such an undertak-
ing, Feirlicher Einzug is rarely, if
ever, performed.”

In addition to the seven featured
artists, approximately 45 musicians
took part in the program.

T.0. Can Do It

Benzmiller advocates similar
musicianship in building theatre
organ presentations. "There is no
reason why popular music events
with organs, orchestras, harpsi-
chord, piano and other instruments
cannot be created to build interest in
musical programs. An evening of
re-creating nostalgic years of movie
palaces is an idea—a complete
movie-going experience with stage
and screen programmed as a full
unit, just as theatres used to present
shows—should attract good audien-
ces,” he said.

McAbee Tours K.C.
Over Labor Day

Kay McAbee, popular lllinois or-
ganist, visited the Kansas City area
over Labor Day weekend and tour-
ed installations there. He played an
impromptu concert on the Dr. Mar-
vin Faulwell 3/12 Kilgen organ. It
was originally installed in the Jay-
hawk Theatre, Topeka, Kansas.

—The Console
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Jim Benzmilier, James Johnson,
Barbara Towey and Douglas Wage
cordially invite you
10
Tuilight Interlude,
an evening of fine keyboord, vocal
and instrumental music
on Sunday, August fourteenth
Ninoteen hundred and alghty-three
at seven thirty o'clock In the evening
St. Stephen Catholic Church
1401 Clark Street
Stevens Point, Wisconsin
Guest Salolsts;

Eunice De Baker
Marge Dupke
Charles Reichl

Lubich Turns
Calliopist For
Lucas Ranch Bash

San Francisco Organist Warren
Lubich turned calliopist for Lucas
Films on July 2 at the annual staff
picnic which was held at the Lucas
Ranch in San Rafael. "George
Lucas was on hand to greet some
400m of his employees,” Lubich
said, "and since the festivities took
place in such a vast expanse of land,
the instrument of the day was the
calliope I so frequently play. One of
the members of the video depart-
ment did some sound/video footage
of the beast and I for Mr. Lucas’
"home movie” collection.”

"The ranch is going to be one hell
of a place when it is complete, sort
of the Hollywood of the North but
hopefully without the plastic layer on
the outside,” Lubich added.

Will Be Touring

During October the organist will
be on tour. He plays a concert at
San Sylmar Museum Oct. 1, and
then leaves for Australia where he
will appear in Adelaide on Oct. 15,
Auckland (New Zealand) Oct. 23
and Sydney Oct. 30. "In between
concerts | will be enjoying the sights
of the ‘Land Down Under’ and visit-
ing with the friends [ have acquired
through ATOS,” he said.
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MOVIE PALACE SAVED—Jacksonville’s Florida Theatre has

been saved from demolition and will soon reopen as a performing
arts center. The ornate structure has been restored by a $5 million

refurbishing.

Organist Feted
At Pizza Parlor

San Francisco Organist David E.
Miller was feted by local organ buffs
at Serramonte Pizza Parlor on Sep-
tember 2 with a big party in celebra-
tion of his 87th birthday. "The
regular organist, who is David
Reese, always lets me play some on
the big Wurlitzer. | started playing in
theatres when [ was 15—first on
piano in a St.Louis nickelodeon. Itis
still a great thrill to sit at the console
of a theatre pipe organ,” he said.

Phantom Now

In Shorts

Now you can have the "macabre
moments from Phantom of the
Opera—an edited version which fol-
lows the entire story and includes
most of the intense and spectacular
scenes of the original” for your tele-
vision set. [t has been produced by
Blackhawk Films with Gaylord Car-
ter's organ accompaniment.

The special Halloween deal is
$19.99 if ordered before Oct. 31st.

Crome, Larsen On

Bay Theatre Job

Organist Lyn Larsen and Organ-
man Ken Crome have been working
on the Loderhose Wurlitzer at the
Bay Theatre in Seal Beach, Calif.
Lodlerhose has purchased Larsen’s
grand piano to add to the instru-
ment, and has added a five-ton air
conditioning system to keep the
large organ blower cool. The organ
will be ready for its debut early next
year.

Although not in finished state,
visiting organists have been stop-
ping by to play it. In recent weeks
Ashley Miller, Robert Vaughn, Dan
Bellomy and Larsen have given the
Wurlitzer a workout, All have
expressed approval of the
installation.

Fire Bug Hits House

A fire believed set by arsonists
has destroyed the Globe Theatre in
Bethlehem, Penna. Originally an
opera house many years ago, it is
not known if a theatre pipe organ
was ever installed in the house.

HORIZONTAL SHUTTERS are partially masked by chime set in

front of them. Clark placed his Bourdon set horizontally due to
space limitations in basement chamber.

Too Much Ham-ilton
In The Papers

Two well-known British personal-
ities became enmeshed in an article
appearing in the Brighton Evening
Argus last June 20. It was a mixup
between "Diddy” David Hamilton
of ITV and David Hamilton, the
popular British organist. "Diddy
was in a bit of a dither about a name-
sake who will be playing the organ at
Bexhill this week and it's not me,”
the radio disc jockey keeps telling
people who phone him after hearing
the news. Organist Hamilton is
chairing the Pavilion’s Old Tyme
Music Hall production every Wed-
nesday night while "Diddy"” is miles
away.

Big Music In

Small Bungalow

Warren Clark, of Woodbury,
New Jersey, has installed his theatre
organ in the basement of his small
bungalow. Pipework is from the
Philadelphia Drury Theatre Kimball
and the console was built by Gott-
fried. Bourdon pipes have been
mounted on their sides. A 37-note
third manual was added by Clark;
he used the pedal relay 32 notes and
added a five-note relay which he
built himself. Pedal stops are wired
direct to pedal contacts.

"] have eliminated two stops from
the original organ—Concert Flute
and Clarinet,” he explained. "The
organ is an old Kimball and plays on
about five inches wind pressure. The
blower is a Kinetic 1,000 at 6 in. |
am belt driving it at 1,240rpm so |
do not know what it is producing
now,” he added.

This is Clark’s third organ. His
was an Estey church job; second
was a 2/6 Moller from the Liberty
Theatre, Cape May, N. J. Ranks in
Kimball are: Tibia, 97 pipes; Diapa-
son, 73 pipes; Viol d'Orchestre, 73
pipes; Viol Celeste, 49 pipes; Sali-
cional, (Estey) 73 pipes; Vox Hu-
mana, 73 pipes; Trumpet, 73 pipes.

Organist Named
Magazine Editor

Ed Shanaphy, publisher, has
announced the appointment of Dave
Kopp to the position of editor of
Sheet Music magazine. With the
November 1983 issue, Mr. Kopp
will assume editorial responsibilities.
As a teacher, arranger, composer
and writer, Dave Kopp brings with
him a number of years of production
experience, including arranging
credits with Columbia Picutres Pub-
lications and Warner Bros.
Publications.

He is well known to New York
City area sports fans as organist at
the Meadowlands Sports Complex
in East Rutherford, N.J., and as
assistant organist at Madison
Square Garden.

Leaf At Cycle Shop

Organist Ann Leaf next month
adds another concert date to her
busy schedule. She will present a
program at Koons Motorcycle Shop
in Long Beach on October 2 at
2pm. She has recently been accom-
panying the Laurel and Hardy Festi-
val show at the Monica Theatre in
Santa Monica, alternating during
the week-long run with Gaylord Car-
ter and Del Castillo.

Another Big Apple

Theatre Is Lost

Another Big Apple theatre is dis-
appearing. William Fox's Academy
of Music on 14th Street, which was
renamed Palladium several years
ago when motion picture exhibition
ended and it became a legitimate
house, is now slated to have orches-
tra floor seating removed, the floor
levelled and will change into a bal-
Iroom. The ornate structure was
originally equipped with a Style 260
Wourlitzer that was removed during
the 1970s. The organ was heard in
concert during the National ATOS
Convention in New York City in

1970.

CLARK CONSOLE has shorf third manual added by owner. Thea-

tre pictured on wall is an oil painting by Clark’s daughter, Suzanne,
of the Broadway Theatre, Pitman, N.J. and shows Kimball console

in orchestra pit.
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