
: v-c.'

^  "v

ir
ni

«s
.,•-1

t

•  .. .

Frank Olson Dies While
Playing London Show

Frank Olson Leisure Services
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Carthay Circle
Wurlitzer Burns
Loss of the former Carthay Cir

cle Theatre Wurlitzer (Los
Angeles) by fire was reported on
two different radio broadcasts
Wednesday and Thursday,
August 17 & 18, but not in any of
the metropolitan daily newspap
ers. According to Columbia
Broadcasting System radio news,
the instrument, a Style 235—
3/11 Wurlitzer had been moved
to Lancaster, Calif., a desert town
north of Los Angeles and erected
by a man identified only as
"Willie".

Reportedly he had spent over
8,000 hours and $125,000
installing the instrument. The
other radio report mentioned that
the owner had modified the organ
and made it into a six-manual
instrument.

Further information about the
fire and instrument is being
sought.

, well-known Caui-
adiem theatre organist, died Sun
day morning, September 4, in
London, England as he was pres
enting a concert at the Odeon Lei
cester Square Cinema for the
Rank Leisure Services.

According to a telephone
report made to Jesse Littlefield in
Rochester, New York, Olson had
just brought up the five-manual
Compton console in his opening
selection and had turned to
acknowledge the applause from
his audience when he collapsed
and fell from the organ bench into
the orchestra pit, the victim of a
massive hezu^ attack.

Bert Bartram, head of Rank

, came to Olson's
aid as soon as he witnessed him
falling. An ambulance was called
and within five minutes Olson
was placed on a stretcher
equipped with oxygen zind car
ried out of the theatre. It was not

learned if he had died in the fall
or later in the hospital.

His age, it is estimated by
friends, was "well into the seven
ties." He made his home in Port

Colbome, Onteu-io, Canada, and
as was his custom during past
years, returned to the British Isles
during each summer on concert
tours. The concert during which
the tragedy occurred was part of
this year's tour.

Stan Kann In Stage, Screen
Show Oct. 15 At San Gabriel

Stan Kann, famous both as a theatre organist and television star,
will be presented in a double feature stage and screen show at San
Gabriel Civic Auditorium October 15 at 8pm.
He will accompauiy the silent photoplay Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,

starring John Barrymore, and then appear on stage in his own variety
act. Kann was house organist for many years at the St. Louis Fox
Theatre and more recently returned there to accompetny a silent film
program which was a sell-out affair.

His show is one of three in the Fall Organ Season At San Gabriel
being presented by Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society. George
Wright will play November 5th and Candi Carley is booked for
November 26th. All shows are at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

LITTLE MOTHER HAS A BIG
DADDY NOW-Ben Hall's Lit
tle Mother Wurlitzer console has
been wired up with the former
Loew's Kings Theatre Robert-
Morton console. They play the
enlarged Hall organ in Carnegie
Hall Cinema, Manhattan. Organ
ist Lee Erwin turns author this
month to tell about silent photo
plays and history of the theatre.

—Alfred J. Buttler Photo
(Other photos and feature story
on Page Six)

RTOS Adding
Ranks To Two

Wurlitzers
Rochester Theatre Organ Society

is upgrading both its 4/22 Wurlitzer
in the Auditorium Theatre and its
3/8 Wurlitzer in Eisenhardt Audtio-
rium during the summer months.
The Eisenhardt organ is being res-
tyled as a Style 260—seven ranks
are being added to make it a 3/15.
Work on the big Auditorium

Wurlitzer is taking more time while
officials of the society consider what
new sets they will put in to bring the
organ up to 25 or 26 ranks.
When the Eastman Theatre in

Rochester removed its large Austin,
the society purchased the 32 ft.
metal Bombarde rank. This is one of
the sets definitely due to be added to
the big instrument.
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CAPITOL THEATRE ORGANIST BOB EVER,JR., is pictured at
the console of the three-manual MoIIer organ in Chambersburg, Pa.
He is featured in pre-show concerts at both performainces every
Friday, Saturday and Sunday evenings.

Pre-Show Concert Hypos
Attendance At Theatre

"It may be coincidence, but the first night we featured Bob Eyer,Jr.,
in pre-show concerts we had the biggest attendance for the year
todate here at the Capitol Theatre in Chambersburg," stated Gordon
Madison, owner of the theatre. Orgsmist Eyers received his masters
degree in music last year and is an enthusiastic advocate of the theatre
pipe organ.

It is reported that his concert Qfvaiicc T r\/\lrc Af
arrangement of the Mickey Mouse I-.OOK&
Club theme is a show-slopper.He UptOWIl ThcatrC
will play the theatre's three-manual r, , ,
Moller every weekend in pre-show ^ Strauss, owner of the
recitals, both at the first and second St.Louis Fox Theatre, was m Chi-
performances mid-August tor a weekend

Madison noted that "many more holiday with her son She also
and more frequent organ nights are ^he avajlabi ity and
being plananed. At the ATOS con- condition of the shuttered Uptown
vention this year, I started gathering Theatre. She was advised of the
information on getting somethsing center potential of the
going so that some of the "big" Theatre and Aragon Bal-
names when touring near this area ''"oom, both of which ̂ e tor sale and
may start picking up additional are located near the Uptown
"one-night stands" at smaller com- ^ ^hat ̂ e St.Louis
munities such as ours." (A good Tox had nearly one million patrons
case-in-point for the current Console
Bureau project—Ed.) subscribers for its super-

To Enlarge Moller Series. She also mentioned that
"We are now close to enlarging the ^ 700-seat

Moller." Madison continued. 'We have a film revival film house,
tons of space on the stage for additions. « Li^JI
Our top priority items are a Moller Pos- l)CLVICS MMQII (^TgOIl
thorn, 32' Diaphone (to knock dust off Cost—$1.2 Million
the walls) and then who knows what t y r yr% er

Installation of the five-manual Ruffatti

"I certainly liked that "real" vibraharp j" San Francisco's Davies Sym-
that has been adapted to the Oakland complete for dedi-
Paramount. And we are also looking for ^ ranks next April 7 in a
a console elevator with about a five-foot Inau^ral Gala. The fol-
lift, just in case any of your readers have
a bunch of them in their basements," he ^ ^922 pipes. Even-
concluded tually there will be eight divisions, 163

ranks and 9,235 pipes, Total cost lor
completion of the organ project—$1.2
million!RENEW ON TIME

Ebell Console Is
Changing Style
Planning sessions and refurbish
ing of the Barton console are cur
rent topics involving the Wilshire
Ebell Theatre/LATOS installa
tion project.
The console has been completely

stripped of its circus-wagon finish
and a new solid birchwood shell with
Wurlitzer-style top made for it. The
shell will be finished in a color to be
selected to harmonize with theatre
auditorium decor and color.

In a meeting held Thursday, Sep
tember 1 with Ebell officials. Gene
Davis, LATOS Barton Project
chief, agreed the console will be on
stage until a later time when an elel-
vator can be procured and installed
in the orchestra pit.

Davis was told that Ebell officials
are considering a two-day public
showing of the organ as well as an
exclusive show for members of both
Ebell and LATOS,
Chamber areas have been

cleaned and are ready to be painted
and have plywood flooring put
down. Davis said volunteers are
needed to help paint chamber walls
and ceilings.
LATOS Technical Director Peter

Crotty has donated an expensive
magnetic starter switch unit for the
Ebell blower, it was announced at
the September board meeting.

Free Piano/Organ
Show In 'Pedro

Pianist William Teaford and Organist
Gaylord Carter will present a Piano and
Organ Festival Sunday afternoon,
Ocotber 2 at the San Pedro (Calif.) Elks
Club. The program is scheduled to start
at 3pm and is open to the public free of
charge.

Variety Arts On
Organ Hunt
Lo8 Angeles' Society for Pres

ervation of Variety Arts has been
given official notification its large
club/theatre building will not be
involved in Juiy community rede
velopment plans and will not be
demolsihed. Variety Arts officials
are now making plans to improve
the structure and have included a

theatre pipe organ installation for
the theatre.
They are looking for an instru

ment in size between 10 and 15
ranks. This would be, it is estimated,
the maximum size that would fit the
space that can be provided for it.

Variety Arts is a non-profit organ
ization and is empowered to grant
tax write-offs for all donations made
to the Society.

Also in planning sdtages is the
Bijou Fotoplayer Theatre Bar. The
special lounge, as represented in two
architectural renderings, would
have a proscenium arch and swag-
draped screen above the
Fotoplayer.
One of the American Photo-

player models produced by the firm
is currently owned by Burton A.
Burton, who donated all organ com
ponents, including the 3/12 Barton
organ, from his Barranger Studio
operation when he closed it out last
year. He has the machine for sale
with a sale tag on it of $35,000.
Variety Arts officials are attempting
to find 35 doners to contribute
$1,000 each to purchase the pit
organ so that it can be installed in the
new room,

Society headquarters arelocated
in the former Friday Morning Club
Building at 940 South Figueroa, in
downtown Los Angeles (zip code
90015).

Organist Opens Fast Food Eaterie
Gary Hansen, Milwaukee organist and theatre organ personality, has just
opened Palate Pleasers, a "fast food with flair" restaurant in the beer city's
elegantly restored Germcinia Building. Hansen gained his restaurant man
agement experience while employed at the now-bankrupt Deiuca operation
in Milwaukee.

Palate Pleasers is open weekdays during business hours and caters
to the business crowd in the surrounding area.

Nearby is the Riverside Theatre, home of the 3/14 Wurlitzer which
Hansen has been active in restoring. He has also done much work in the
theatre for Town Realty, its owners.

Hansen spent much time at Ocean State Performing Arts Center, Provi
dence, Rhode Island, installing the ex-Chicago Marbro Theatre five-
manual Wurlitzer with Organman Bill Hanson.

Sellers Sharing Concert Bill
Barbara Sellers will share the bill with two outstanding choral groups, the

Rheinischer Gesang Verein of Chicago, directed by Frank Mueller, and the
Waukegan Swedish Glee Club on Saturday evening, Oct. 22 at 8 o'clock in
the Genesee Theatre, 205 No. GeneseeSt., Waukegan, 111. Miss Sellers will
play before the program, have a solo segment and will join with the massed
choruses at the finale. Tickets are $4.
The theatre has recently been taken back by the original lessor and a

private group to operate as an arts center. They had to negotiate purchase
of the fixtures, including the organ, from Piitt Theatres, Inc. Plitt was
successor company to Great States Theatres which had leased the raw
theatre space and filled it with equipment for its opening in 1926. The organ
is a standard model 3/10 Barton which sounds quite weU.

—The Console 3 September 1983—
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AN EVENIN& OF FINE KEYBOARD, INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL MUSIC

JIM9ENZMILLEH

JAMESJOHNSON
BARBARATOWEY

DOUGLASWAGE

OUEST SOLOISTS:

Eunin De9al(er
MBTps OupkB
Ckftfles Fniehl

St. SlaplMD CaQ)ollc Church
l4()lCiarfc St.

Stevm Point, ViAscon&ln

Sunday August 14,1989 7:90 P.M.
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Different Concert Idea Ups
Patronage—Could be Used
For Theatre Organ Shows

Organist Jim Benzmiller was seldom satisfied with the attendance
at local classical org£in concerts in Stevens Point, Wisconsin—around
50 to 100 patronized the programs. Three years ago he started
thinking about what could be done to build attendance. What he
created has been highly successful for the past three years and could
be applied to theatre organ concert programs.

"I decided that by bringing
Thtogether other cleissical musicians The Reger

the integrated effort in one program rowed fron
might help spur interest in this kind Concordia
of music. I'm happy to say it has Minn,
developed into an annual affair "After m
which we produce under the name of a 1960s r
Twighlight Interlude. Biggs and E

"Participants include area musi- ing it to h
cians at the church, high school and arrangemei
college levels; some of the most were made
prominent teachers and professors recording,
are freely active in the musical pres- "Becausi
entation. We even have a member this magnit
of the Minnesota Orchestra. ing, Feirlic
"Attendance is unusually high for ever, perfoi

a  classical organ-centered In additii
concert—between 400 and 500. artists, app
"We print invitations which are took part ii

sent to local business and profes- 1
sional people as well as friends of the Benzmit
main performers. Extensive public- musiciansh
ity, added to the special invitations organ pres
has proven highly successful. reason wh;
"This year's Tuitghlig/if/nfcrlude with orgai

featured the premiere performance chord, piar
of Strauss' Feirlicher Einzug— cannot be c
Processional Entry with the Brass musical pr
Choir, Organ zind Timpani. This re-creating
spectacular piece just abnout blew palaces is
the roof off and commanded em movie-goin
immediate spontaneous standing emd screer
ovation." unit, just as

Benzmiller explained that shows—sh
Strauss' music seems to be timeless. ces," he sa
"His Also Sprach Zarathustra is the
theme music for 2000 Space Odes- McAD(
say, and the composition we per- T
formed may have been a V.'Vcr
development from a tone poem or
an idea for a fanfare for an opera. It ganist visit
was composed for 25 wind instru- Labor
ments and timpani. About 1900 ed installati
Max Reger, a Bavanan organist, impromptu
arranged the piece tor organ, two Faulwe
trombones and timpani.
"Music for the piece was obtained hawk Thea

from a music company in Berlin.

e Reger

—The Console 4 September 1983—

Jiffl Benzmiller, domes dohnMm,

Borbora Totoeyand Oeuglo*

TuiaighlhtBrludi,

m tngo/ keyboard, vceat

on Sunday, August JourtMnth

Mlneteen hundred end ty-Ihrat

at seven tlilrty o'clock In the evening

S:. Steplten CarholJc Church

Sevens Point, Wisconsin

arrangement was bor
rowed from an organ professor at
Concordia College in Moorhead,
Minn.

"After many hours of listening to
a 1960s recording By E. Power
Biggs and Brass Choir, and compar
ing it to both Reger and Strauss
arrangements, necessary changes
were made to duplicate the Biggs
recording.
"Because presenting a work of

this magnitude is such an underteik-
ing, Feirlicher Einzug is rarely, if
ever, performed."

In addition to the seven featured
artists, approximately 45 musicians
took part in the program.

T.O. Can Do It

Benzmiller advocates similar
musicianship in building theatre
organ presentations."There is no
reason why popular music events
with organs, orchestras, harpsi
chord, piano and other instruments
cannot be created to build interest in
musical programs. An evening of
re-creating nostalgic years of movie
palaces is an idea—a complete
movie-going experience with stage
emd screen programmed as a full
unit, just as theatres used to present
shows—should attract good audien
ces," he said.

McAbee Tours K.C.
Over Labor Day
Kay McAbee, popqjar Illinois or

ganist, visited the Kansas City area
over Labor Day weekend and tour
ed installations there. He played an
impromptu concert on the Dr. Mar
vin Faulwell 3/12 Kilgen organ. It
was originally installed in the Jay-
hawk Theatre, Topeka, Kansas.

Lubich Turns

Calliopist For
Lucas Ranch Bash
San Francisco Organist Warren

Lubich fumed calliopist for Lucas
Films on July 2 at the annual staff
picnic u;bicb u;as held at the Lucas
Ranch in San Rafael. "George
Lucas was on hand to greet some
400m of his employees," Lubich
said, "and since the festivities took
place in such a vast expanse of land,
the instrument of the day was the
calliope I so frequently play. One of
the members of the video depart
ment did some sound/video footage
of the beast and I for Mr. Lucas'
"home movie" collection."
"The ranch is going to be one hell

of a place when it is complete, sort
of the Hollywood of the North but
hopefully without the plastic layer on
the outside," Lubich added.

Will Be Touring
During October the organist will

be on tour. He plays a concert at
San Sylmar Museum Oct. 1, and
then leaves for Australia where he
will appear in Adelaide on Oct. 15,
Auckland (New Zealand) Oct. 23
and Sydney Oct. 30. "In between
concerts 1 will be enjoying the sights
of the 'Land Down Under' and visit
ing with the friends I have acquired
through ATOS," he said.

READ IT IN THE CONSOLE

THE CONSOLE

STAFF

Editor & Publisher , Tom B'hend

British Editor ion Dolgliesh

Contributing Editor Ralph 0. Beoudry
Special Feotures; Ed Mullin!

Tom McNeeley

Address al l communiucotions, news releases,

subscription matters and address changes to: THE
CONSOLE, P.O. Box A01d4, Posodeno, Califor
nia 91104. or call (213) 794-7782.

Deadline for The Console is the 10th of the month

for that issue.

The International Theoire Organ Society Publish
ers prepare and distribute monthly The Console,
o totally independent publicotion. It is dedi
cated to the preservation of theatres, auditori
ums, concert halls, opero houses, residences ond
devotes spoce for feoture orticies about them,
plus the organs already in such locations. News
on an inlernationaiiy scope is reported on all

types of organs-pipe, pump, electronic, theatre
and classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers

coverage of oil orgon news ond photos. Photo
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre
programs, technical articles, both contemporary
and nostalgic, are earnestly solicited. The Con
sole will consider purchase of libraries and
other collections of orgon and/or theotre mate
rials.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

United States, SI 2.00 annually, via second class
mail; $27.00 annoolly, vio first class mail.

Overseas, $13.00 annually, via surface mail;
$30.00 onnuolly via air mail.

Canada,$13.00 annually, via second class moil;
$27.00 annually, via first class moil.

Please make checks or money orders payable
to; The Console. Payment from Canada must be
on on internolionol money order made out in
U.S. funds to forestoll conversion or service

charge due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, $1.25 each,
postpaid.

Address all subscription related motters to the
attention of Preslon J. Kaufmann, Circulations

Director.

ADVERTISING

Display odvertising rote cards sent upon
request. Address oil inquires to the attention of
Roger Adams, Advertising Director.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, Colif. 91104. Second Class

postage paid at Pasadeno, Caiifornio. NOTICE;
Please do not send mail to this address.

USPS 423630

IT'S OUT!
OUR COMPLETE 68-f PAGE CATALOG

ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!

SEND $4.25 TODAY

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
1018 LORENZ DRIVE ■ BOX 129

ANKENY, IOWA 50021



s

mt-,

:  :!

MOVIE PALACE SAVED—Jacksonville's Florida Theatre has
been saved from demolition and will soon reopen as a performing
arts center. The ornate structure has been restored by a $5 million
refurbishing.

Organist Feted
At Pizza Parlor
San Francisco Organist David E.

Miller was feted by local organ buffs
at Serramonte Pizza Parlor on Sep
tember 2 with a big party in celebra
tion of his 87th birthday. 'The
regular organist, who is David
Reese, always lets me play some on
the big Wurlitzer. 1 started playing in
theatres when 1 was 15—first on
piano in a St.Louis nickelodeon. It is
still a great thrill to sit at the console
of a theatre pipe organ," he said.

Phantom Now

In Shorts
Now you can have the "macabre

moments from Phantom of the
Opera—an edited version which fol
lows the entire story and includes
most of the intense and spectacular
scenes of the original" for your tele
vision set. It has been produced by
Blackhawk Films with Gaylord Car
ter's organ accompaniment.
The special Halloween deal is

$19.99 if ordered before Oct. 31st.

Crome, Larsen On
Bay Theatre Job

Organist Lyn Larsen and Organ-
man Ken Crome have been working
on the Loderhose Wurlitzer at the
Bay Theatre in Seal Beach, Calif.
Lodlerhose has purchased Larsen's
grand piano to add to the instru
ment, and has added a five-ton air
conditioning system to keep the
large organ blower cool. The organ
will be ready for its debut early next
year.

Although not in finished state,
visiting organists have been stop
ping by to play it. In recent weeks
Ashley Miller, Robert Vaughn, Dan
Bellamy and Larsen have given the
Wurlitzer a workout. All have

expressed approval of the
installation.

Fire Bug Hits House
A fire believed set by arsonists

has destroyed the Globe Theatre in
Bethlehem, Penna. Originally an
opera house many years ago, it is
not known if a theatre pipe organ
was ever installed in the house.

Too Much Ham~Uton
In The Papers
Two well-known British personal

ities became enmeshed in eui article
appearing in the Brighton Evening
Argus last June 20. It was a mixup
between "Diddy" David Hamilton
of ITV and David Hamilton, the
popular British organist. "Diddy
was in a bit of a dither about a name

sake who will be playing the organ at
Bexhill this week and it's not me,"
the radio disc jockey keeps telling
people who phone him after hearing
the news. Organist Hamilton is
chairing the Pavilion's Old Tyme
Music Hall production every Wed
nesday night while "Diddy" is miles
away.

Big Music In
Small Bungalow
Warren Clark, of Woodbury,

New Jersey, has installed his theatre
organ in the basement of his small
bungalow. Pipework is from the
Philadelphia Drury Theatre Kimball
and the console was built by Gott
fried. Bourdon pipes have been
mounted on their sides. A 37-nole
third manual was added by Clark;
he used the pedal relay 32 notes and
added a five-note relay which he
built himself. Pedal stops are wired
direct to pedal contacts.
"I have eliminated two stops from

the original organ—Concert Flute
and Clarinet," he explained. 'The
organ is an old Kimball and plays on
about five inches wind pressure. The
blower is a Kinetic 1,000 at 6 in. I
am belt driving it at l,240rpm so I
do not know what it is producing
now," he added.

This is Clark's third organ. His
was an Estey church job; second
was a 2/6 Moller from the Liberty
Theatre, Cape May, N. J. Ranks in
Kimball are: Tibia, 97 pipes; Diapa
son, 73 pipes; Viol d'Orchestre, 73
pipes; Viol Celeste, 49 pipes; Sali-
cional, (Estey) 73 pipes; Vox Hu-
mana, 73 pipes; Trumpet, 73 pipes.

Organist Named
Magazine Editor
Ed Shanaphy, publisher, has

announced the appointment of Dave
Kopp to the position of editor of
Sheet Music magazine. With the
November 1983 issue, Mr. Kopp
will assume editorial responsibilities.
As a teacher, arranger, composer
and writer, Dave Kopp brings with
him a number of years of production
experience, including arranging
credits with Columbia Picutres Pub
lications and Warner Bros.
Publications.

He is well known to New York
City area sports fans as organist at
the Meadowlands Sports Complex
in East Rutherford, N.J., and as
assistant organist at Madison
Square Garden.

Leaf At Cycle Shop
Organist Ann Leaf next month

adds another concert date to her
busy schedule. She will present a
program at Koons Motorcycle Shop
in Long Beach on October 2 at
2pm. She has recently been accom
panying the Laurel and Hardy Festi
val show at the Monica Theatre in
Santa Monica, alternating during
the week-long run with Gaylord Car
ter and Del Castillo.

Another Big Apple
Theatre Is Lost
Another Big Apple theatre is dis

appearing. William Fox's Academy
of Music on 14th Street, which was
renamed Palladium several years
ago when motion picture exhibition
ended and it became a legitimate
house, is now slated to have orches
tra floor seating removed, the floor
levelled and will change into a bal
lroom. The ornate structure was
originally equipped with a Style 260
Wurlitzer that was removed during
the 1970s. The organ was heard in
concert during the National ATOS
Convention in New York City in
1970.

HORIZONTAL SHUTTERS are partially masked by chime set in
front of them. Clark placed his Bourdon set horizontally due to
space limitations in basement chamber.

CLARK CONSOLE has short third manual added by owner. Thea
tre pictured on wall is an oil painting by Clark's daughter, Suzanne,
of the Broadway Theatre, Pitman, N.J. and shows Kimball console
in orchestra pit.

—The Console 5 September 1983—



CARNEGIE NAIL CINEMA
by Lee Erwin

Silent films still have showcase houses in various parts of the
country. They are not operated on the continuous performance policy,
nor even weekly, but the operation of regular film houses with an
occasional silent photoplay and organ accompaniment is widespread
enough to maintain the interest of not only film and organ buffs, but
the general public as well.

Bright spots in the nation for
silent film fare: San Francisco has
the Avenue and Castro Theatres.
At the north end of the Bay Area,
in Vallejo, there is the Empress.
Sacramento, the State Capitol,
has the Crest in a trial run of silent
photoplays. Los Angeles' metro
politan area has Old Town Music
Hall in El Segundo. Pennsylvania
boasts at leat two houses with

pipe organs and sporadic silent
fare—the Colonial in Phoenix-
ville, and Capitol in Chcimbers-
burg.

St.Louis has the Mighty Fox, as
does Atlanta, where there were
film series presented that
included silent pictures. And one
of the finest is the Ohio in Colum
bus. Detroit has Motor City
ATOS Bedford Theatre and the
Royal Oak. And away up north in
Fargo, North Dakota, Red River
Chapter ATOS now opeates the
Fargo Theatre and has several

PRIOR TO INSTALLATION of the former Loew's Kings Theatre
Robert-Morton console only the two manual keydesk was seen by the
audience. This photo was taken during July 1982, before the large
console was installed on the opposite side of the proscenium arch.

—The Console 6 September 1983—

silent film nights each year.
There are other theatres and per

forming art centers, such as the
former Carolina Theatre in Greens-
ville. North Carolina, that keep alive
the silent drama sporadically.

In Manhattan the outstanding
showcase for silent movies is Car
negie Hall Cinema. And it is well
equipped for deluxe presenta
tions with the former Ben Hall
Little Mother Wurlitzer Theatre
Pipe Organ.
Now the property of the Ameri

can Theatre Organ Society, the
Wurlitzer is leased to Carnegie Hall
Cinema. It was given to the society
following Hall's untimely death. He
named it Little Mother' because at
the time he acquired the 2/5 instru
ment the big 4/36 Wurlitzer
installed in the Paramount Theatre
on Times Square was affectionately
known as Mother Wurlitzer by
virtue of the fact that it was acknowl-

•^iiiiriii iViiiii>iNiiiiii||iM|tiiiii

LITTLE MOTHER—Console of the original 2/5 Wurlitzer owned by
the late Ben Hall which was given to ATOS by his heirs. The organ has
been increased to twelve ranks in the theatre by Donald Schwing with
occasional help of friends.

—Alfred J. Buttler Photo

edged the finest installation ever
made by Wurlitzer. Acoustics and
organ chamber construction were
such that the organ produced one of
the most thrilling theatre organ
sounds ever heard anywhere.
How the 2/5 small theatre

organ became a part of Carnegie
Hcdl Cinema and how the cinema
becsune a silent photoplay mecca
is an interesting story.

In 1891 Carnegie Hall Cinema
was a concert hall with a seating
capacity of 1,000. At that time it
was known as The Lyceum. Situ
ated directly below the main audito
rium in the Carnegie Hall Building,

built with all necessary facitlites for
presenting dramatic performances
and musicals. During that period the
Lyceum was the equivalent of an
Off-Broadway house.

Finally, in 1960, a transforma
tion was effected—the Lyceum
became a movie house and was
renamed Carnegie Hall Cinema.
The balcony gave way to a projec
tion booth and a new entrance was
added on 7 th Avenue.

For a number of years the Cinema
was a first run motion picture thea
tre. When the present managment
took over a new policy of repertory
films was established. The concept

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiJiiuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiii

Carnegie Hall Cinema — Big Apple's
Sound and Silent Showcase

— Well Equiped to Exhibit Both Kinds—
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at 57th Street and 7th Avenue, the
Lyceum opened its doors to the pub
lic with concerts and solo recitals
about three weeks before construc
tion of the big hall was completed.
The big one opened on May 5,
1891 with a gala concert conducted
by Tschaikovsky and Waller
Damrosch.

For many years the Lyceum
remained a recital hall. Then it was
transformed into a ballroom. There
are still remnants of a band-stand
where the recital platform was situ
ated. Later, a theatrical stage was

was immediately successful.
Early in 1975 silent film shows

were beginning to attract the atten
tion of New York theatre managers.
Occasional silents had been pres
ented as early as 1965-66. Gaylord
Carter and Lee Erwin had played
programs at the Beacon Theatre on
Broadway. Then Lee played pro
grams at the old Academy of Music
(now the Palladium), the Brooklyn
Paramount (now the Long Island
University basketball court), Loew's
Kings, Loew's 175th Street (now
Reverend Ike's church), and Radio


