
land, Colo., helped the university
locate the organ. Primary use of the
Wurlitzer will be concert presenta
tions, classes and provide music for
conferences and other activities.

A KOURY KAPER—Organist Rex Koury created this oil painting in
answer to a suggestion made in 1979 that he should paint a theatre
scene with an organ solo in progress. The painting was unveiled in
1983. —See Story, Page Three—

University Wurlitzer
Dedication Sept. 25th
FORT COLLINS, COLO.—A Mighty Wurlitzer, donated to Colorado
State University, Fort Collins, will be dedicated Sept. 25. The organ
was a gift from Marian Miner Cook of Beverly Hills, Calif., in memory
of her husband, John Brown Cook.

Dedication ceremonies will begin
at 2pm in the CSU Lory Student
Center Theatre and will feature per
formances by Organists Lyn
Larsen, Phoenix, Ariz., and Rob^
Cavarra, CSU associate professor
of organ.
Valued at an estimated

$185,000, the Wurlitzer was built
in 1928 for the Piccadilly Theatre,
Rochester, N.Y. Originally
designed as a thre-manual, 13-rank
instrument with twin consoles, it has
been expanded to 19 ranks.

After removal from the theatre
the Wurlitzer was installed in the
Three Coins Restaurant, Louisville,
Colo., and later in a pizza parlor in
Prove, Utah, where it was enlarged
to 16 ranks. After failure of the
pizza enterprise, the organ was pur
chased by Mrs. Cook. When she
donated it to the school, Crome
Organ Company of Los Angeles
added three ranks before making the
installation in the student center
theatre last May.
Organ Buff Don Wicks of Love-

London A

great Robinson Cleaver and broad
cast and recorded by him. In fact, a
best-selling record, Canadian Cap
ers was a public winner.
A next door neighbour could hear

this organ a few years ago and
objected, to the dismay of us organ
f
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Miller Will Do

Tonal Work
Gotdle, which is basically made

up of the Aurora Paramount Thea
tre Wurlitzer that left Illinois to
become the purring pet of Claude
Newman, Golden Valley, Minne
sota, is now going into Proctor's
Theatre, Schenectady, New York.
The 3/18 Wurli will be given its
tonal finish in the new performing
arts center by Allen Miller, east
coast organ expjert.

PLITT ACCEPTS
CITY OFFER TO
BUY THEATRE

Henry Plitt has accepted the
City of Chicago's offer to buy the
Chicago Theatre in principle.
Details are to be worked out. It is
still not too late to write Mayor
Harold Washington, City Hall,
121 North La S^le St., Chicago,
111. 60602 to urge purchase of &e
movie palace.

Shea's Seeking
New Manager

It was reported late last month
that Thomas A. Rufino, who
replaced Curt Mangel as managing
director of Shea's Buffalo Theatre
performing arts center, has
resigned. Rufino was not particu
larly sympathetic to restoration
activities related to the Wurlitzer or
the theatre, according to local organ
buffs.

TOS Buys
Wurli From Chain

by Ian Dalgliesh
We have good news this time and bad news, as they say. 1 suppose

it's inevitable these days with the hot scorching weather and video
taking its toll of our cinemas. The Granada Cinema at Welling, in
Kent, on the southeastern skirts of London, was built in 1938 and
housed one of those brash and altogether lively late-style Wurlitzers
of three manuals and eight ranks.
The organ was opened by the

Olivera 'Storms'
Detroit Fox
November 6th

Hector Olivera will take his
many talents to the Fox Theatre
in Detroit, Michigan November 6
at 3:30pm when he appears in a
hind raising concert sponsored by
Central Methodist Church. For

complete information regarding
the event, caU (313) 965-5422.

ans, after it had been brought back
to life again. The concerts had to
stop.
Now the Granada is to come

down and closed July 30. The Lon
don ATOS has stepped in and made
an offer to Granada who accepted.
So, happily, another organ has been
saved. Now Mike Clemence of
ATOS tells me they are looking for
a home to house the instrument they
have removed to safety.
Some of you would have seen and

heard this model of Wurlitzer as the
Granada Harrow houses an identi-

Beaudry Will Organize
Bureau Listing Service

Responding to the challenge to undertake organization and opera
tion of an artist bureau which will make available information about
concert organists to all groups, Ralph Beaudry, well-known organ buff
and Console Staff member, has accepted responsibility for the project.
The bureau will be open to any organization desiring services of an
organist, be it ATOS chapters, independent theatre pipe organ {md
electronic orgm clubs on an international basis.

In conjunction with the launching
of the idea. The Console is publish
ing in this issue an initid organist
bsting. There are meiny names not in
the list, some without addresses or
telephone numbers, but all artists
are invited to forward theirs imme

diately. At the outset, it is planned to
publish a roster of some type that
can be readily up-dated as changes
occur so that the listing wiQ be cur
rent at all times.

In accepting the project, Beaudry
has listed three items he considers
necessary to establish the clearing
house between artists and organ
clubs:
First — A list of artists,

addresses and phone numbers

See—BUREAU—Page 17

Chi House Hangs
SRO At Opener

Chicago's refurbished Music Box
Theatre opened on schedule August
5 with the Standing Room Only sign
hung out early in the evening. It is
reported the patron-packed house
also heard one the the theatre opera
tors, Bob Chaney at the console of
an Allen Digital Theatre organ dur
ing each performance. Stan Hight-
ower, Chris Carlo and Chaney eu-e
operators of the house and recently
spent several months refurbishing it.

cal job. The chain has applied for
permission to pull down their Gran
ada Harrow and put in Bingo at their
Slough Granada. Both houses still
have their 3/8 Wurlitzers.
Fans are wondering how long the

company will carry on with films at
the few theatres they have. Quite a
few houses are already on Bingo.

Pavilion Coins'
Another and far more prestigious

cinema palace is the Odeon She
pherds Bush in West London. In its
heyday it was the famed Pavilion
Shepherds Bush and Wcis the first
cinema to win an architectural
award for Frank Verity, later to
become architect for Paramount in
Europe.

Continued On Page 24
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Organist Koury Turns Artist,
Paints Organ Solo In Oils
What was expressed as a far-fetched wish in 1979 turned into

reality in 1983. It all started when Console Editor Tom B'hend
learned that one of Organist Rex Koury's avocations was oil painting.
He suggested the musicman should paint a theatre scene with an
organ solo in progress.

On opening day of the ATOS
Nationed Convention in San Frain-
cisco, July 1, Koury told the scribe
he had something for him. The
above illustrates that "something".
Koury not only painted an organ

solo in progress in the "RKO Palace
Theatre," he created a montage,
using the theatre facade on which
the theatre marquee proclciims
'Tom B'hend and His RKO
Orchestra With Kenny Kinura
(which could be Koury's stage
name) at the Wurlitzer, plus other
interesting coming attractions, and
pans on into the auditorium where
Kinura is capering at the console.
Koury's masterpiece enjoys promi
nent wsJl space for easy viewing.

Kelsy, Pure Trash
In Film City
Show Sept. 10

San Francisco's best night club
entertainer, David Kelsey, who's
organ playing packs the New Bell
Saloon, and his Pure Trash musi
cal aggregation will be featured
at Superman '83 contest—
picking the best in muscle from
the pack of contenders—at Holly
wood Palladium September 10.
Tickets for the bulging biceps
evening are $ 10 through Ticke-
trtm, or $12 at the door.

Theatre Organ Interest
Increases Overseas

'Theatre oraan is enjoying popularity overseas," Dennis James
advised The Console on his return late last month from a world
concert tour. "I'm just back from my 'round-the-world tour smd have
found things to be most exciting on the Overseas front.
"The new Capri four-manual

Wurlitzer in Adelaide promises to be
one of the most exciting organs any
where when it's finished. 1 was
honored to be the first American to
play it amd was gratified by the
response from the public.
"The Balleirat 3/8 Compton

turned out to be exceedingly fine—
the nicest sound from that size and
maike organ I've come across.
They're in need of a set of chimes
and a chrysoglott to replace those on
loam.

'The Perth Wurlitzer continues to
improve with a near sell-out crowd
literadly screauning with laughter at
the silent films. The same thing hap
pened at Cinema North in

Melbourne—it appears the Austral
ians are not exposed to Americem-
style silent film presentations very
often—and they love them!
"A visit to Geneva's Wurlitzer

began the Europe portion of my
tour. The organ is not quite yet fin
ished but sounds will in the school-
auditorium type set-up.
"Amsterdam's City Theatre

Strunk organ is scheduled for full
restoration after the gramd reop>en-
ing of the Tuschinsky krebuild. The
Schiedam Passage Theatre's Stcm-
da£trt orgem is even better them last
time—and then it was very good.

caiUs for having the lights out, which
apparently was the reason for not
restoring the house decor.

Organ Last Vestige Of Once
Unique Art Deco Interior of
Waikiki Theatre In Honolulu

Consolidated Theatres renovated their flagship Waukiki Theatre
amd reopned it to the public late last month. Gone were the au^ deco
padm auid bamama trees, the colorful rainbow proscenium auid every
thing unique about the house that made theatre-going a sort of adven
ture. Only the four-manuad Robert-Morton console remained as a laut
vestige of what used to be. Fortunately, the orgaui chaunbers were left
intact amd so the console has somethmg to play. Organist Bob Alder
gave a brief recitad on opening day. He noted that for the immediate
future he will play intermissions at the theatre on Friday amd Saturday
nights.

Later he hopes to present con
certs amd perhaps perform during
the showing of vintaige silent films.
Honolulu Advertiser Staff Writer
Robert Hollis, who reviewed the
opening day at the now sterile
house, declaired, "As impressive as
the computerized movie sound sys
tem was. Alder's rendition of the
opening stamzas of Bach's Toccata
and Fuge in D minor on the 1,192-
pipe instrument had a clarity of
sound that rivaded the orgams in
many larger churches." To this
Alder added—"Down here we have
1922 stale-of-the-aui, referring to
the organ. Upstadrs (in the projection
booth) we have 1983 state-of-the-
art."

It wais noted in the newspaper that
renovation of the theatre took only
six weeks. Management saiid that
"what you did in 1936 you can't
duplicate at any price today," refer
ring to the ripped out decorations,
and that the ultimate use of the room

Puget Sound A

In Tacoma the theatre pipe
organ is alive and flourishing in at
least one theatre because the

manager of the Temple Theatre
enjoys pipe organ music and
makes use of the fine Kimball
installed there whenever he pos
sibly can.
For the last three Christmas

holiday periods he has had inter
missions filled with the sound of
the Kimball played by Jane
McKee Johnson. These shows
have attracted mostly teenage
audiences who seemed to be

Organ Will Play
Again In Theatre

Silent for at least two years due to
damage done by the ciir conditioning
system, the Robert-Morton organ in
the Temple Theatre at Meridian,
Miss., is being restored once again.
A massive air conditioning leak on
part of the organ caused the trouble.
It was the third or fourth time that
particular kind of thing happened
and now the owners of the building
have fincilly had it fixed so that it will
be impossible for condensation to
figain drench the instrument.

It is hoped that some kind of
organ event will be scheduled soon
at the theatre.

.
Again—a near sell-out and most
enthusiastic response.
'There was time for a quick visit

to the new Rotterdam Standaart
installation and 1 privately played it
for the organ club.
"On to Scotland and a lovely

2/10 Wurlitzer (greatly enhanced
by ton£il and winding work when
Lvn Larsen last visited).
'  'The Manchester Free Trade

Hall was memorable for the fact that
everything worked—a standard
matched only by Worthing £ind
something of which both crews are
quite proud.

"1 found the Thursford Wurlitzer
exceeded everything I'd heard
about it—cm excellent orgcm that
sounds magnificent in the room. It is
one of the most ambitious restora-

See—JAMES—Page Four

live With
Sound Of Pipe Organ Tones

Gets Trumpet
A new reink of Trumpets has been

installed in the Wurlitzer or gem at
Mundelein Seminary. According to
John Peters, Chicago Area Chapter
Chairman, Gary Hemson, Greg
Simanski and Jim West helped with
the installation work.

thrilled with the organ music, it
was reported.
Teenagers again showed a

great deal of enthusiasm when
Jane played the nine-rank Kim
ball during intermissions on Sat
urday, June 11 for Octopussy.
This is one of the organs heaid
during the Seattle 1981 ATOS
Convention.

According to Orgeuiist McKee,
Don Myers and his organ crew
"have certeunly done a fine job with
the Seattle Paramount Wurlitzer."
She said the instrument sounds
beautiful and last April when she
played prelude, intermission,
accompanied a sing-a-long, and
also played a Solo spmt for the
1940s revue at the theatre, the
response was exceptionally good.
"Elspecially when the console came
up and went down on its lift. At
intermission it was hard to get [peo
ple back to their seats on time for the
continuing show", she added.
The finale of the two-day run of

the show featured the stage band
with the Paramount Theatre Organ
and cast in God Bless America. "It
was a glorious sound", Jane said.

Electronics are also getting public
hearing at the newly opened Pem-
tages Centre for Performing Arts.
What was originally the ornate Pan-

tages Theatre, later re-neuned Roxy,
has been totally refurbished and dec
orated, and on Tuesday night, June
14 the audience heard organ music
in that theatre for the first time in
over 50 yeeu-s. Again organist for
the show, Jcine was playing a Gulbl-
rcinsen Pdace organ which is much
like the Rialto 11 model.

"Strangers, sitting next to my hus-
beind, remarked to him, "We
haven't heard the organ here for
over 50 years!" He explained to
them the original organ, a 3/12
Robert-Morton was removed
many years ago and is now in stor
age in Portland, Oregon, owned by
a Portland couple."
She added that "the theatre is

very beautifully done over now. It
would be something if a real theatre
pipe organ could be installed there
again."

In addition to her theatre dates,
she appears in concert for electronic
clubs and on July 30 the Bremerton
Pipe Organ Society presented her in
a pipe organ concert at the Com
munity Theatre in that city. The
instrument installed there was not
identified.

—The Console 3 August 1983—



Two Centers

Will Have
Four Organs
Two restored theatres plan to have

two different type organs installed for
use in the performing arts. Indian^w-
lis' Circle Theatre and the Warner

Theatre in Torrington, Conn., have
made plans for the double
instruments.

In Tonington, a classic 3/44 Estey
has already been donated to the former
Wcimer Theatre, now a performing arts
center, by Devaureaux School in
Washington, Conn. It will be installed by
members of Con-Val Chapter ATOS.
According to information received pre
viously, it is also planned to have a
theatre-style instrument installed later.
Two pipe org£ins are definitely

planned for the Circle Theatre in India-
napoUs, Indiana. The theatre, now home
of the Indianapolis Symphony, is plan
ning installation first of a classical organ.
Symphony officials informed Timothy S.
Needier, Chairman of Central Indiana
Chapter ATOS, that a theatre organ will
also be erected in the chambers formedy
housing the Circle's Wurlitzer organ.
The classical job will have new chambers
which will be built across the back of the

stage.

Officials told Needier that "a theatre

organ will earn money!"

James From Page 3
tions overseas that I've seen. State-
of-the-art elelctronics, easily
programmed pistons and crescendo
pedal, fine voicing and ideal acous
tics meike this the most amazing 3/8
Wurlitzer I've ever played. There
are some plans for expansion in
ranks and careful console additions
shold make it a real highlight of any
concert tour."

Finds 'New' Morton

James noted that he returned to
the Ohio Theatre to find the Robert-
Morton organ there completely
rebuilt with its new relay, combina
tion machine, additional rail of stops
and unification, "making it practi
cally a new organ to play, although
the chambers and ranks remain as
before."
"We've added a Cymbal Roll to

the percussion division which makes
a world of difference to the orches
tral effects," he said.
"The aesthetics of the console are

quite something—four new ivory
keyboard covering sets, all re-
chromed hardware and, of course,
the careful layout of the pistons to
make the additions quite managea
ble by visiting organists. We now
have 21 Generals, 10 floating Gen
erals, 46 Manual Pistons, 6 Spe
cials, 3 Tremulant and
programmable Crescendo Pedal
(four settings), Sforzando (two of
them), and proglrammable traps on
Pedal, Accompaniment, Accom
paniment Second Touch, Manual
Piston and Effects Panel which
makes for extreme versatility," he

LECTURER ROB CALCATERRA shown in these two photos pres
enting a Theatre Organ Seminar in Rochester, New York recently.
Over 90 people attended to hear the well-known organist speak on
such sujects as You, Too, Can Create Your Own Arrangments,
Know Your Instruments, So, You Want To Sound Professional and
77ie Art of Accompanying Silent Films. Calcaterra reported that
non-players attending the sessions told him they better understo^
what goes into professinal arrangment after hearing his lectures.

added.

Busy Tour Dates
September and October will be a

busy period for James. On the 18th
he will present a classiceJ recitsd at
St.Mary's Church, German Village
at 4pm; On the 22nd he wil present
silent films in Moench Auditorium,
Terre Haute, lnd.,at 7:30pm; A
concert and film program is stated
Sept. 23 at the Victory TTieatre,
Dayton, Ohio at 8pm; Next day he
will play a private wedding in Bos
ton; and on the 26th he will be at the
Ohio console for the Ohio State
Republican Convention.
On October 1 he appears at Indi-

jma University Auditorium with
silent films at 8pm; from Oct. 2
through 16 he will be in Vienna,
Austria for a single classical perfor
mance within that period on the
5/112 Rieger organ in Concert
Haus.

On Oct. 17 he plays concerts dur
ing day-long public tours of the Ohio
Theatre. On the 20th, at the Ohio,
he will play an overture for the
Morning Lecture. Oct. 29 at mid
night in the Ohio again, it will be
Silent Film Halloween Show—amd,
subject to confirmation, the 30th will
he spent with spooks at Ocean
State, Providence, Rhode Island
playing a Halloween show. Next
night, a return to Indiana University
in Bloomington for another Hallo
ween performance.
Spooked but good, he then travels

to the Genessee Theatre, Waukee-
gan, Illinois, for another Halloween

C

show—Phantom of the Opera—
with the appearance by author ̂ y
Bradbury.

Nov. 12th is Ann Arbor, the
Michigan Theatre with the silent
photoplay Don Juan with the Ann
Arbor Chaml^ Orchestra.

Nov. 17th he plays an overture at
the Ohio Theatre for the appearance
there by Loretta Young. From Nov.
18 to 30, subject to confirmation,
he will be in London and will be a
judge for the annud Young Organ
ists Competition.

The year finishes up with daily
overtures to Dicken's Christmas
Carol at the Ohio December 1st
through January 3rd.
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Last Sound Of
Wurli In Oriental

One of theatre organ's best
known instruments, the 4/20 Publix
#1 Wurlitzer in the long shuttered
Oriental Theatre, Chicago, was
heard for the final time in its original
setting Saturday afternoon, August
6. Chicago Area Chapter ATOS
sponsored a free final show party
before volunteer members start rem
oval of the instrument which has
been donated to the chapter by the
owner of the theatre building.
The theatre is to be converted into

a shopping center type operation
and there is no provision for the
large organ in the new planning.

Electrics Sample
Orpheum's Air

Electronic organ owners belong
ing to plug-in clubs are slowly but
surely being indoctrinated into the
world of the theatre pipe organ—
and in its natural habitat—in Los
Angeles these days. Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society officials are
scheduling Sunday morning ses
sions for independent elelctronic
organ club groups to visit the
ornate downtown Orpheum Thea
tre for open console sessions and
touring the organ chambers and
theatre.

According to Gene Davis, crew
chief in charge of the sessions, elec
tronic organ buffs suddenly have
learned to appreciate the beauty of
an original Wurlitzer installation
and have enjoyed playing the instru
ment at the Orpheum.

It is expected many of those who
have visited the theatre in this way
will become concert patrons 2ind
eventually join the society.

Organ Building High
Price In Texas

Organ costs are slightly high in
Texas, according to a newspaper
story forwarded to The Console.
University of Texas officials say a

massive tracker organ being
installed at the school will be the
largest of its kind in the U. S. and the
envy of music lovers worldwide. The
organ, which contains 5,200 pipes,
dominates the 700-8eat Bates Reci
tal Hall and was constructed by
Visser-Rowland Associates of
Houston at a cost of $487,000."

It was noted the price tag was a bit
staggering (about $5,000 per
rank!), but the "organ should last
400 to 500 years."

Murtagh Opened Organ
The Liberty Theatre organ was

heard by the Portland (Oregon)
public for the first time Sunday, June
9, with Henry B. Murtagh in charge.
The organ is one of the Wurlitzer
Unit Orchestra type and was adver
tised as the largest instrument of its
kind in any theatre. —Moving Pic
ture World, July 6, 1918

Far go Theatre Leased By
Red River Chapter ATOS

TWO WURLITZER CONSOLES are in the orchestra pit of the Fargo
(North Dakota) Theatre. Red River Chapter ATOS operates the
house seven days a week and presents organ interludes on weekends.

Red River Chapter ATOS has not been donated the Fargo Theatre
building, as reported last month in The Console. All furnishings,
including the Style E—2/7 Wurlitzer were donted with the proviso
the club take over the lease and operate the theatre.
The Cinema Entertainment Corporation of St. Cloud, Minn., took over

lease of the Fargo Theatre on June 1. In turn, the firm offered to donate all
the furnishings in the theatre to Red River Chapter ATOS on the basis
stipulated above. The building is privately owned and will continue to be.

After a comprehensive financial and legal study, the chapter voted
unanimously to accept the offer, and on July 1 the theatre reopened under
chapter management.

TTie chapter fomied a non-profit corporation, known as the Fargo
Theatre Managment Corporation, and selected a six-member board
of directors to hsuidle operations.
To be known as a specialty house, it will operate seven days a week, with

various types of movies. The club policy of presenting silent movie nights
will continue several times a year.
The 2/7 Wurlitzer, part of the donation, is playable along with the

chapter-owned 3/9 Wurlitzer with piano.
Long range plans include restoration to the 1936 art deco or modeme

look, when the decor was changed from its original classical style. It was
reported earlier that it was planned to return the original architectural decor
used when the house was first constructed.
There are also plans to re-arrange the chambers for easier servicing and

to enlarge the instrument to 13 or 14 ranks.

People Tickled To Pay To Laugh
Anyone who says people do not want to laugh have only to look at the

gross receipts rung up at the Hollywood Continental Theatre during the
two-week run of the silent film Return of Laurel and Hardy Festival. Initially
only one week was available to Producer John Quinn for the show,
including the highly successful Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society pre
miere night. At the end of the first week the gross amount was over the
$28,000 mark, and at the end of the second week the box office had taken
in over $14,000. According to past records, it has been estimated a terrific
box office total would be $10,000 or less!
On top of all this, the public response has been so overwhelming, the

theatre chain is booking the festival production into another of its houses,
the Monica on Sept. 20 with Organists Leaf, Carter and Castillo alternating
at the console.

Leaf Plays Biggie Sept. 24th
Ann Leaf will be presented in concert September 25 at 2:30pm in

Plummer Auditorium, Fullerton High School, Fullerton,Calif., at the con
sole for the 4/22 Concert Wurbtzer. Admission—$5 general, $3 senior
citizens—or—free if 1983/84 Orange County Organ Society Dues of $10
are paid.

Back Issues Listed On Page 30

Bellomy Plays
Orpheum Sept 18

Southern Californians who have
never had the thrill of hearing Dan
Bellomy will have that opportunity
September 18, Sunday morning at
9:30, when his artistry is presented
at the Orpheum Theatre, Ninth &
Broadway, in downtown Los
Angeles, for the Los Angeles Thea
tre Organ Society. Bellomy's origi
nal styling was last heard when he

(  played the final public concert on the
recently closed Great American
Wind Machine Wurlitzer in Reseda,

S  Calif. His limited but highly enthusi
astic audience applauded wildly at
the consclusion of his show in appre
ciation of his superb artistry.

Library Show Aided
8 By San Diego Club

Cooperation of several San Diego
irgo Chapter ATOS members last
the month helped produce a successful
nds. screening of Douglas Fairbanks'

The Thief of Bagdad at the Coro-
nado Public Library.

^  Col. Harry Jenkins, who was a
theatre organist during the famed

iviso silent film era, accompanied the

photoplay and donated his talents
on behalf of the San Diego ATOS
unit. Another member, Les Harlow
donated use of his Lowrey organ.

^  Member Charlie Porter donated use
ofhis 1952Chevytruckandmuscle

"  power to haul the organ to and from
the screening; Roger Smith provided
a special music rack and light for the
console.

., To make the show complete,
Librarian Sue Swisher was able to

•8"^ furnish an original music score to the

.the ;

.  Two New Officers
Take LATOS Posts

lecor Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society this month has two new

[ and officers. It was announced by Chair
man Ralph Sargent that Ross Reed
became Vice-Chairman, filling the

'hi vacancy left by Sargent when he
5  assumed chairmanship following the
it the resignation of Tom Norman. Ken
g the Peterson was named to the post of
tially Program Chairman due to the resig-
how, nation of Ray Thursby who was
pre- unable to continue his office because
r the of other committments.

rrific Lawyer/Organist
!, the Approves Listing

Doltin McAlpin, who is a prac-
®^'"8 ticing attorney in Starkville,

Miss., but on occasion manages to
play a theatre organ concert,
approves the idea of establishing

im in ® clearing house for organists. "1
think your idea about a clesu'ing

enior house for concert artists is a sound
f$10 one. I have heard numerous com

plaints about the fact that it is so
difficult to find out who repres
ents top artists, or if they hsmdle
their own booking," he said.
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Three Plus Five!

Free Storage Offer For
LATOS Barton Leads
^'UnusuaV' Discovery
This is a brief encounter that borders on fantasy and undoubtedly is

a basic ingredient employed by organ and railroad buffs in their
dreams, or even day dresun fantasizing. And it all came about because
one organ/rail nut offered free storage to an organ club for their pipe
organ.

Most double hobby men have
complex model railroad layouts in
spare rooms, basements or attics,
along with an organ in another part
of the house. Some of the more afflu
ent have large theatre pipe organs.
Most, however, are content having
a fine electronic.
Out in Los Angeles, the Los

Angeles Theatre Organ Society has
a dual organ-train buff in the person were concluded to install the Barton
of Ross Reed, who was recently
named Vice Ghairmzin of the organi
zation. His interest in theatre organ
was obvious by his membership in
the society. And his railroad avoca
tion became known when he offered
to store, free of charge, a 3/12 Bar
ton pipe organ in one section of his
Standard Industries factory building
in La Mirada, California. Standard
Industries, to set your mind at ease,
manufactures electronic compon
ents.

As a background to this organ-
railroad fantasy, the Barton had
been donated to LATOS by Burton
A. Burton, another organ/rciil buff
who had the Barringer Studios—
filled with band organs, a Welte resi
dence organ, and two real true
railroad cars which he had com
pletely refurbished for his Casa
Blanca Fan Company use.
Upon accepting the organ,

LATOS officicds stored it in one of
the mini-warehouses that have
mushroomed across the nation—
and at considerable expense, it
might be added. When Ross Reed
learned of this, he made the storage
offer. It was readily accepted. When

FACTORY ORGAN console is located atop ground floor office left of
center above. Racks at right are part of assembly operation in the
large factory room.
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volunteer movers arrived at Stand

ard Industries with the instrument
and were shown the storge space,
one them remarked—"This is like
putting a drop of water in the Pacific
Ocean!" The factory sprawls over
an area much in excess of 100,000
square feet!

In the meantime arrangements

JUST FOR LOOKS—Ross Reed at the console of his factory Rodgers.
He put his hands on the manuals, but did not play for the photog. He
plays only for his "own amusement" he says.

in the Wilshire Ebell Theatre. And,
subsequently, it came time to move
the organ to its new home. Most of it
was moved and then Reed attended
his first board meeting as vice chair
man. At this session it was learned
that he has a classical Rodgers
installed in the factory. Arrange
ments were made to photograph the
installation the following Saturday
when the rest of the Barton was to be
moved.

Volunteers were on hand, Reed
was on one of his firm's forklifts, and
the Barton components were loaded
out. After the job was finished Reed
suggested "cooling off" and added
that the Rodgers could be seen as
well.

Walking from the warehouse sec
tion to the factory area, the volun
teers entered a very large room
where assembly of compwnents is
accomplished. On top of one of the
ground floor offices sat the two-
manueJ 'augmented' Model 340—
and away across this large room, on
top of other ground floor offices,
there loomed what appeared to be a
dozen or more speakers and other
addatives. Ross wasn't sure how

many of each is installed.
In itself this was quite unique. But

hold on, another part of the 'fantasy'
was about to unfold. Walking
toward the back end of the building,
Ross unlocked a door opening out
side. It was blocked by what looked
to be aluminum siding. Once in close
proximity, the siding turned into a
railroad car—a lounge/dome unit!

But this was just the opener!
Coupled on each side of this car
were four others—a complete diner
and three more lounge/dome deals!
And they're parked on his privately
owned siding.Talk about being a
railroad nut!
Reed entertains as many as three-

hundred-plus at one sitting on his
"train". And his employees are free
to make use of the cars during lunch
and 'break' periods. They can relax
in air conditioned comfort, hear
piped-in music in an atmosphere of
travel luxury. It was noted the cars
can be made "track ready" on short
notice and hooked up to Amtrak
trains.

During the sojourn in the coaches
the final organ facts came out—
Ross has two more Rodgers in his

Pasadena home. And he plays all
three. Although not in public, he is a
competant organist and in his teen
years studied classical organ under
the late P. S. Hallet at All Saints
Episcopal Church in Pasadena.
Ross is a native Califomian and was
born and raised in Pasadena.

During his teen years he could
ususally be found every Saturday
matinee at the Raymond (later the
Crown, and now the Palace) Thea
tre sitting behind the organist and
paying more attention to the artist's
feet cind fingers than the action on
the screen.

In a joking way the question was
posed: "You must like ziirplanes,
too?" The cinswer was in the affir
mative. He used to fly his own air
craft, a converted UC-78 Bomber.
And, added to that, he once owned
and operated his own airline—High
Sierra Airlines. "We flew between
L.A. International and Reno on the
east side of teh High Sierras", he
said. "Our biggest expanded service
happened during the national rail
road strike that occurred under

See—REED—Page 7
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LOOKING ACROSS THE ROOM from the console, banks of speak
ers and electronic components for the installation are mounted on top
of ground floor offices shown in the center of the photo above. Reed
noted that "finally," he now has several employees who are organists.
Organists visiting the factory are welcome to plasrihe Rodgers at any
time.


