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ATOS CONVENTIONEERS give Walt Strony standing ovation after
his electrifying Castro Theatre concert July 2. VOLUME 22 JULY 1983 NUMBER 7

'Frisco Fester Rated LATOS Premiere Benefit
"One of Best—Ever!" Has Pie-Throwing, Lights,

TV Cby Ralph Beaudry
Lack of cable cars climbing half-way to the stars didn't keep 806

ATOSers from having the time of their lives at the '83 National ATOS
Convention in San Francisco. In fact, the city even arranged to replace
the flighty little tourist traps with a Historic Trolley Festival the
length of Market Street. Every 20 minutes or so you could hop aboard
an early SF 'Iron Monster' or St. Louis streamliner or open tram from
Blackpool (England), called The Boat,or even a unique trolley which
once ran in Australia or Portugal!
The Sheraton-Palace Hotel was • npi ,

an excellent choice for organ head- 1 1)08111*6
quarters because it gave direct CD Doito
access to both Bart underground DU L/ayS
system and the Muni metro trolleys Warding off the wrecking ball
(which are streetcar running in a ; for another 60 days, an extension
subway atop Bart). The three Para- has been granted by the Chicago
mount shows dispensed with buses Jcourts permitting an effort to be
and conventioneers were issued made to save the ornate Chicago
Bart tickets for the 85mph lightning Theatre. According to Richard J.
fast under-^e-bay ride! Sklenar, President of theChicago

father than use buses to reach Theatre Trust, his group has
the Castro, many would jump on the issued a plea for everyone to
speedy mefro cars. In fact the kalei- write Mayor Harold Washington
descopic character scenery below ; and urge him to help save the big
ground proved every bit as interest- structure. Chicago Area Theatre
ing as on the surface. It seems in San -Organ Enthusiasts, the ATOS
Francisco everybody rides public unit, has also sent a similar letter
transit. With public parking at about to all its members.

See—CONVENTION—Page 23 . Theatre and organ lovers
,  —— across the nation can aid the
Xom Ferre6 cause by writing to explain what
l-i in* 1 1 loss would be to the nation,
round IVlUrdOrOd Address letters to: The Honora-
Thomas H. Ferree, well-known ble Hs^old Washington. Mayor of

Indianapolis organman, was mur- of Chicago, City Hall,
dered in his home Thursday night, LaSalle St., Chicago, III,,
July 14. According to the police 60602.
report, two teenagers, 14 and 18,
attempted to steal stereo equipment Chapter Gives $150
from the residence and were disco- rr> ar •• I A
vered by Ferree. An altercation ' O iSatlOtXal A I C/.3
ensued and Ferree was stabbed and North Texas Chapter ATOS
hacked by the pair who used knives (Dallas) has donated $150 to the
and a meat cleaver they took from National ATOS Scholarship Fund,
the kitchen. This fund, when fully established.
The 14-year-oId teenager was will permit a nationwide contest for

apprehended and police were still organists who will first appear in
See—FERREE—Page 15 local chapter scholarship events.

overage, Leaf, Carter
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society's $20-a-8eat mini-Hollywood

premiere at the Continental Theatre July 12 was the scene of bump
tious, bustling action. From 7:15 to the finale' champagne reception
in the theatre foyer at the conclussion of The Return of Laurel and
Hardy screening, with Ann Leaf and Gaylord Carter accompanying
the six comedies that made up the evening's Festival, the night was
lively. Proceeds go to the Society's Scholarship Fund.

_  , Special guests for the premiere
(-'nancy Series the widow of Oliver Hardy and
Q  • fk , Stan Laurel's daughter,
•screening At Festivities started in front of the
I T|~'| A theatre. Permits had been obtained

v.'dmpUS to block off busy Melrose Avenue to

Opening July 7 and continuing except an occasional bus.
through September 9. the University ^
of California at Los Angeles
(UCLA) is presenting a Tribute To to the year of their
ion Charley series. Tickets for the transported
performances can be purchased ^TOS, television and show pro-
only on the evening of each screen- Personalities to the theatre
ing at the door. Admission is $3.50. c i l r. r
Students and senior citizen dis-

counts will be given on presentation Way Out West Tent of Los
of varification. orgamza-

Organ Accompaniment J?" f international Laurel and
Chaney's silent films will be

chapter is called a Tent" and
See—FESTIVAL—Page 27 See—BENEFIT—Page 29

Ailing Organist Plays
Concert—Awarded Organ

Mildred Alexander, one of the nation's leading theatre organists who has
been in ill health for some time, did not let her condition keep her from
playing a lengthy concert under highly trying circumstances. In her Palm
Springs seminar late last month, she managed to get around in a wheel
chair. When it came time for her concert, she was wheeled up to a
Hammond Elegant with oxygen tubes in her nostrils. Weighing only 78
pounds, she was lifted to the organ bench and played a one and one-half
hour concert which brought her a standing ovation from her audience.

Given An Organ
During the two-day seminar the Hammond Organ Company, dealers

with whom she has been associated, and friends presented her with a
Hammond Elegante model as a gift. This is Hammond's top-of-the-line
instrument.
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BOB CHANEY is pictured at the console of the 4/17 Barton installed
in the Joliet Rialto Performing Arts Center. He played a concert there
last January for the local ATOS chapter. Chaney is also heard every
Friday and Saturday nights playing intermissions at the famed Chi
cago Theatre Wurlitzer. He plans to continue his appearances even
though he is now a partner in another motion picture theatre venture
in Chicago.

Chi Buffs Put Sky Back On
Ceiling—Will Open Aug. 5
Three Chicago theatre organ

buffs, one of whom was also man- velvet re-upholstered seat cushion,
aging director of the cavernous "Restoration of the entire mar-
Chicago Theatre, early this quee is complete and a contract has
month are completing restoration been awarded to a sign company to
of the Music Box Theatre. On restore the vertical sign neon letters.
July 1, at 6:30pm, they had fin- All that remains to done are the
ished painting the auditorium of washrooms and outer lobby, includ-
the atmospheric house. The once ing, unfortunately, a 1950s candy
blue sky had taken on a definite counter in grim condition,
rosy hue—someone had painted "Our opening presentation will be
it with red enamel! They plem to a 10-week Fox Festival starting out
open the house August 5. with/n OW Chicago fl 938/starring

Chris Carlo, Bob Chaney and Alice Faye and Tyrone Power. It
Stan Hightower are the well-known will be double billed with Wabash
partners in the Music Box Theatre Aoenue (1950) with Betty Grable
venture. Hightower is the one who and Victor Mature. Our plan is to
recently resigned his position at the screen classic American films.
Chicago Theatre. Unbelievable as it seems to me, the

According to Carlo,"The Music early 1950s Cinemascope (i.e.,The
Box Theatre is in the Lakeview Robe) are now considered "vintage"
neighborhood of Chicago's North Chaney Still At Chicago
Side. It seats 750 people in Italian Bob Chaney is still doing two
atmospheric surroundings that we shows each Friday and Saturday
are restoring to proper perspective. night at the console of the Chicago
And we have our work cut out for Theatre Wurlitzer, according to

Carlo. "He wants to keep it up after
we open at the 'Box," Carlo said.

DTOS Will Have

Picnic August 6th
Dickinson Theatre Organ Society

will hold its annual picnic August 6
from 1pm until open console kids go
home. The event is held at John
Dickinson High School, where the
Kimball is, and the picnic dinner is
slated for 5pm. The organ, of
course, wilt be available from one
o'clock on.

"The walls had been painted dark
blue (just as though the ceiling had
slipped!) and the atmospheric ceil
ing, or sky, was enamel red! The
Turks, or whatever they really were,
cooked on a hot plate in the manag
er's office and served food. The
plastic-covered seats were sticky
with honey and yogurt. We had two
people working two weeks—seven
days per—chipping gum and
residue off the floor with hammer
and chisel!

"We have just finished painting the
auditorium and installing the last

Tri-Chapter Bash
Planned Oct. 8 ■ 9

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society, Nor-Cal and Sierra Chapters of
ATOS are planning the Fresno Bash, Saturday and Sunday, October
8 and 9.

Bash Planners Dave Moreno, Sierra Chapter, and Ralph Beaudry, Los
Angeles, are working with Tom Delay, according to a news item appearing
in The Windsheet, official newsletter of Nor-Cal Chapter. Delay is a Fresno
resident and does maintenance for many of the local organ installations.
A tentative schedule opens with lunch and organ music at Pizza and

Pipes (4/23 Wurlitzer); afternoon concert Bethel Temple Church (3/10
Robert-Morton); dinner on your own 5:30 to 8:30; 8:30 to 10, concert at
University Presbyterian Church on 3/55 Skinner; 10pm to lam open
console Pizza & Pipes.
Sundays program—10-12:30 lunch and open console Pizza & Pipes;

12:30-4pm mini concerts at Warnor's Theatre on the 4/14 Robert-Morton
(a real whistler!). One or two artists from each chapter will take part in the
show.

Ticket costs—which will possibly include motel reservations,bus trans
portation, etc., will be announced at a later date.

Thomson Plays
Two Shows On
Power Organ

Bill Thomson will present recitals
in the residence of Robert Power,
Camarillo, California on Saturday,
August 20. Two programs will be
presented, the first at 4 pm and the
second at 8:30. Admission to either

recital is $6.50. The presentation
will be approximately two hours in
length including intermission with
refreshments. Seating is limited for
both performances.

Reservations may be made by
sending a check or money order with
stamped, self-addressed return
envelope to Bill Thomson, P.O. Box
3035, Thousand Oaks, Calif.
91359.

Theatre Chain
Joins ATOS

Metropolitan Theatres, Inc.,
operators of the Los Angeles
Orpheum, whose 3/13 Wurlitzer
has been restored by members of
Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society, this month joined ATOS, it
was announced by the LATOS
Board of Directors.

Asilomar Show

Is Sold Out!
As predicted just about two

months ago, the Home Organ Festi
val, annual event sponsored by
Pacific Council For Organ Clubs,
Inc., in Northern California, is sold
out! A few daily registrations remain
for concerts, workshops and
grounds privileges only—no hous
ing, it was reported in the July issue
of Tabs and Drau?bars, official pub
lication of PCOC. The event is held
at Asilomar near Santa Cruz, Calif.

'Explore^ Talks
Loom For Elks

"Exploratory talks" between Los
Angeles Theatre Organ Society offi
cials and owners of the former Elks
Temple Building with regard to the
society once again assuming upkeep
of the 4/61 Robert-Morton organ
and instituting 'pay and play' ses
sions are expected to be held soon.
LATOS crews restored the big
instrument in the 1960s and con
tinued work on it until several years
ago when it was leased to a record
ing firm.

During years the instrument was
maintained by the society, numer
ous concerts were presented on it.

Del Castillo Gets New
'Home' Town—And Car

Del Castillo, whose long career began in New England in the '20s, was
fascinated to read on page one of the Los Angeles Times for Wednesday,
June 22, that "the Mexican-American presence in the Ivy League is traced
back to 1908 when Lloyd Del Castillo of Los Angeles enrolled as an
undergraduate at Harvard."

Del was born in Boston, has no Mexican ancestry that he knows of, he
didn't enter Harvard until 1910, and he didn't move to Los Angeles until
1943. Outside of that the statement is 100% accurate. Del says that being
90 is bad enough without setting him back two more years. The source of
the misinformation probably came from the membership records of the Los
Angeles Harvard Club.

Car Also Stolen

As if the newspaper story wasn't enough of a problem, Del reported that
three weeks prior his car was stolen. "Today, June 24, one week after 1
bought a new car, the Los Angeles Police Department phoned me that they
had recovered the old one!"
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Rhode Celebrates
Tenth Year With
Organ Stop Pizza
There was a big party June 27

at Mesa (Arizona) Organ Stop
Pizza. Ron Rhode celebrated his
tenth anniversary with the Organ
Stop Pizza Parlor chain. Ron fur
nished the music and many of his
friends, the local ATOS chapter,
and his boss. Bill Brown handed
him a variety of gifts. Some were
gags, which brought hilarity to
the occasion—cmd there were
others that will remind the inter
nationally popular artist of the
birthday occasion for a long time
to come.

Lowell Ayars
Retires From

Church Job
For over 36 years Lowell Ayars,

well-known theatre orgcinist and
ATOS personality, served as orga
nist at the First Presbyterian Church
of Bridgeton, New Jersey. He
retired at the end of 1982.

In recognition of his long, devoted
service, a dinner was given in his
honor and with it a purse of $300 "to
do with as he wanted—donated by
members of the church, and his
name engraved on a brass plaque—
"Lowell Ayars—1943-1982—
which was mounted on the organ
console.
The popular organist noted that

even though he retired, he was
asked by church officials to keep an
eye on the organ and help the newly
appointed organist get situated in his
position.

Peter Boto
Praises Meet
Planners

Genial Peter Bolto, General Man
ager of the Oakland Paramount
Theatre, has issued the following let
ter in appreciation of the part he and
his staff played in the recent ATOS
National Convention held in the Bay
Area:

"On behalf of all of us at the Para
mount 1 want to express my congrat
ulations to everyone who was a part
of the recent ATOS Convention. 1
understand that members turned out
in record numbers and I think the
support they've demonstrated is
terrific.
"We were delighted to have had the
opportunity to host three of the con
vention's concerts including opening
night. Lyn Larsen, Bill Thomson
and Jim Roseveare all exceeded
themselves in presenting fabulous
concerts that were to be treasured.

Again, our congratulations!"

NORDWALL

HAS TWO!
Two distinctly different albums

have been recorded by Jonas Nord-
wall on the 4/44 Wurlitzer installed
in Portland's Organ Grinder restau
rant. BITS, BYTES & PIPES is the
superb formal digital recorded con
cert. HO HO HO, the other record,
is a Christmas presentation with tra
ditional selections plus one this
reviewer could not recall having
heard before on any other similar
album.

Programming and arrangements
for BITS, BYTES & PIPES reflects
Nordwall's expert showmanship,
beautiful registration and styling.
Each selection is a listening gem
impeccably played. If you have
never had the pleasure of hearing in
person the Organ Grinder Wur
litzer, this album will put you there—
every rank reproduces with supreme
clarity.

It is also apparent the instrument
receives devoted, tender, loving
care.

Selections, as they are played—
'Jealousy' 'Bailey-Gatzert March'
'Pomp and Circumstance #4' 'Eye
of the Tiger' 'Indian Love Call'
'New York, New York' 'Memory'
'Dance of the Comedians' Joplin's
'Elite Syncopation' and 'in the Still
of the Night'. A well-balanced pro
gram encompassing classical, show
tunes and pops from yesterday to
contemporary.

HO HO HO—reviewed in 93
degree weather, which could hardly
be considered appropriate to the hol
iday time of year, surprisingly
cooled your reviewer and created a
fantasy-like Christmas mood.
Jonas' imaginative arrangements of
traditional tunes really did bring out
the emotional Christmas sentiment.
'Sleigh Ride' 'Christmas Song' 'Jin
gle Bells' '0' Holy Night' 'Santa
Claus Is Coming To Town' 'Silent
Night' 'God Rest Ye Merry Gentle
men' 'Rudolph The Red Nose Rein
deer' 'White Christmas' 'Winter
Wonderland' 'The First Noel' are
the traditionals. The one selection

this reviewer has not heard before is
'Our Lady December'. Admitting
ignorance, but thoroughly enjoying
the selection, it could be an ancient
composition dug up by the artist,
and it has the full Christmas flavor—
a lovely selection.
BITS, BYTES & PIPES will

empty your wallet of $ 12 (postpaid)
in the U. S. A. and $17.50 (post
paid) to the United Kingdom. It's a
bit of a bite, but the pipes will please
you no end.
Happy HO HO HO, being con

ventionally recorded, monitored and
pressed is less—$8.95 in the U.S.A.
and $13.50 over to England. Both
prices include postage paid.
The two albums are available

from Dennis Hedberg, 1303 S. W.
16th Avenue, Portland, Oregon
97201.

Adele Thiele

Dies; Played
Theatre Organ

ADELE THIELE pictured at the
console of the San Gabriel Civic
Auditorium Wurlitzer. The
former silent film organist died
suddenly last June 3.

Adele Thiele, who was an orga
nist in Oakland, California theatres
during the silent era, passed away
suddenly on June 3. She was
stricken the day previous with a
heart attack which led to irreversible
brain damage and died at St. Luke's
Hospital in Pasadena. She is sur
vived by her husband Mel, daughter
Susann Tyler of La Jolla and son
Gary of Duarte, California. Funeral
arrangements were handled by the
Neptune Society.
She played for the Golden State

Theatre chain in the Bay Area at
various theatres during the late 20s
and early 30s.

In later years after moving to
Southern California, she played
engagements for various social, reli
gious and fraternal organizations.
With her husband she presented
short silent movie programs
throughout San Gabriel Valley. A
longtime member of the American
Theatre Organ Society, she also
belonged to several electronic organ
clubs.

In recent years she was afflicted
with degenerative arthritus which
concluded her organ playing.
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Need Cited For
World Bureau
Long distance calls, letters and conversations with various ATOS

chapters, independent organ clubs and visiting Australians regarding
suitable recommendations for theatre organists to appear in concert
cites the need for establishment of an artist bureau or some type of
central clearing house for that purpose.

During a visit by a group of Aus-

BRUCE NETTEN plays SENTOS Man- & Colton Wednesday and
Saturday nights at the Jane Pickens Theatre, Newport, Rhode Island.
Club owns and installed the instrument.

—photo by George Steele

Club Installs Organ
In Newport Theatre

Members of South Eastern New England Theatre Organ Society
smd the public are now enjoying theatre organ music in the Jane
Pickens Theatre, Newport, Rhode Island. Member Bruce Netten,
pictured above at the console of the club-donated 2/8 Marr & Colton
organ is playing to "very appreciative audiences" every Wednesday
and Saturday nights from 6:30 to 7 and 9 to 9:30 before the two
evening performances.
Th

tralian buffs, in Los Angeles At other times artists have called
recently, the problem of securing The Console asking for information
concert artists to tour leading Aus- relative to arranging concert tours,
tralian cities was discussed. Under Establishment of a central bureau
present conditions one or two top that would list all concert artists,
American and/or British organists their fees and other requirements,
are contracted to appear in that plus a cooperative arrangement
country. Costs involved for travel, between independent organ clubs
fees and accomodations limit the and ATOS for planning concert itin-
number of artists asked to tour. A erary in a geographic region is very
listing of top concert organists is not much needed,
readily available which results in This would also permit publicity
extensive letter writing and, at times, to be channeled to media in the area
trans-ocean telephone calls. where the tour would take place and
An example of this occured dur- help publicize theatre organ pro-

ing May when an official of the grams to the public.
Theatre Organ Society of Australia A concert bureau would also be
resorted to placing three telephone able to furnish resume information
calls in an attempt to locate George about individual artists along with
Wright or his manager. The Society promotional material,
wants to have George open next Such an undertaking would
year's convention. A telephone require full cooperation between
number was finally obtained and artists and organizations. It would
another call was made to Wright's be of inestimable value for both pipe
manager. and electronic groups. It could not

Similarly, during June, a midwest operate without funds, but participa-
ATOS chapter official called The tion by all groups and artists should

e console sets to the left of the
stage and has been refinished in There are a total of 608 pipes in
antique white and gold. It is lit up the organ, as it is currently installed
under a spotlight with changing in it new home.

Console requesting addresses of
organists he wished to contact to
play public concerts. It was also
requested that names and addresses
of other organists be included for
consideration who were known to be
concert artists.

not prove financially impossible.
The rewards could be great for all

concerned. Who has the courage,
fortitude and time to undertake a
bureau of this magnitude?

Renew Subscriptions On Time

Built in 1926 for installation in the
Capitol Theatre, New London, Con
necticut, it is one of the Symphonic
Registrator models produced by
Marr & Colton. This feature is a line
of separate stops with tabs named
for moods used frequently during the
silent film era—i.e., love, anger,
hatred, jealousy, etc. It is believed
there may have been as many as 20
registrator models turned out by the
organ firm. Four are known to be in
existance today.
The organ was last played in the

Capitol during 1935. SENTOS pur
chased and removed it to storage
from the theatre in 1977. Seven
weekends during the summer were
required to dismantle and remove it.
The organ had extensive vandalism
and water damage. Every part of the
instrument was torn down and
rebuilt. Completely restored to its
1926 condition, the Symphonic
Registrator stops are exactly as the
Marr & Colton factory set them.
The only addition to the instru

ment is currently in process—grand
piano tablets have been installed on
the console and a small Wurlitzer
relay to control the piano is wired in
and operating. The piano will be fin
ished to match the console. It is
planned to place it on the right side
of the stage with its own spotlight.

SANFILLIPPO BUYS TUCSON WURLITZER
Jasper Sanfillippo, of Harrington, Illinois, on June 27 purchased the4/23

Wurlitzer presently installed in the recently shuttered Organ Stop Pizza
parlor, Tucson, Arizona. The instrument was put on the market by owner
Bill Brown, head of the Organ Stop Pizza chain. Last February Sanfillippo
purchased the 3/15 Barton organ from Cicero's Pizza parlor in Edina,
Minnesota because a suitable Wurlitzer was not available at the time. He
has now announced the Barton is for sale although he will consider donating
it to a worthy group. Sanfillippo has hired Organman Dave Junchen to
remove, enlarge and reinstall the
Wurlitzer in a new 24ft by 85ft
music room he is adding to his home
in the Chicago suburb. When com
pleted the organ will be a 4/27, the
additions being a metal Blockflote
and Blockflote Celeste, similar to
those formerly in John Seng's Mun-
delein Wurlitzer, and a Brass
Trumpet en chamade above the
French door entrance to the music
room. In addition the organ will fea
ture a digital tape record/playback
system as well as a Moller roll player
unit.

Junchen, who flew to Phoenix as
Sanfillippo's agent, reported that
when Lyn Larsen learned of the
upcoming project he was so enthusi
astic about it that he offered to play
the dedication concert gratis. If the
addition is completed on schedule
the organ installation will begin in
the fall with a Christmas dedication

possible.
San Sylmar Catalyst

A collector of antique gambling
machines for many years, the new
Wurlitzer owner was recently bitten
by the nickelodeon/orchestrion bug.
His orchestrion collection comprises
over two dozen major instruments
by Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Hupfeld.
Nelson-Wiggen, Cremona ano
others.
On a trip to California early this

year, he visited San Sylmar
Museum and was duly impressed
with the Wurlitzer theatre organ
installation there. He vowed he
would have a theatre organ as the
focal point of his new music room
which had been planned to house
his growing collections.

It is interesting to note that
Sanfillippo consulted with sev
eral experts in the orchestrion

hobby field regarding the selec
tion of someone to install the
organ he was pisinning for his new
music room. Junchen was recom
mended unanimously by them to
do the installation amd tonal fin
ishing work.

In line with his contract to
expand and erect the instrument,
is Junchen's hobby, that of
cU'ranging new music rolls for cdl
kinds of self-playing instruments.
He plans to arrange several new
rolls for the Moller player. There
is no doubt but what his creations
will give the unit a solid, musical
workout.

Wrong Theatre,
City For Quarino

Organist Paul Quarino has a
majority of the pipework that
once comprised the Wangerin-
Weickhardt organ installed in the
Strand Theatre, Milwaukee. It
was mistakenly reported in the
April issue that his organ compo-
ncmts came from the Strand
Theatre, Minneapolis.
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^amwork Produces Bi
Marriage, it has been said many times, is a team effort by two

people to achieve life's goals. And nowhere in the organ world is it
more evident than in the Hector/Alison Olivera household. Especially
in a musical sense, although the manifestation of the love of two
people in this instance shows openly and is as important as the highly
complex project on which they have embarked.

Both Hector and Alison are musi-

cians, but she has subordianted her
career to become Hector's enterpris
ing and slaving Man Friday.
What the two of them are

doing presents an interesting
story. It became known on Sun
day afternoon, November 28,
1982, when the couple pre
miered their new musical giant.
The Nine Keyboard Monster for
Atlanta Chapter ATOS at the
Peachtree Playhouse—and again
on April 23, 1983 when over
5,000 music lovers, jamming
Constitution Hall in Washington,
D. C. heard a concert that many
proclaimed sounded "like a full
symphony orchestra". It was the
culmination of three years dedi
cated to designing and building
the instrument.

Without question, Hector Olivera
is one of the finest concert organists
of this decade. His musical genius
surfaces not only in his playing, but
in arranging and composing. His
technical ability ranks on par with
his musicianship. He has built his
own pipe organ and now the elabo
rate electronic instrument. It must
also be noted that he is a top consul
tant for the Kawai Organ and Piano
firm and goes to Japan ususally
once a year in that capacity.

In the following paragraphs Hec
tor describes The Nine Keyboard
Monster:

"1 was asked by the Daughters of
the American Revolution to close

their meeting with a concert per
formed on my touring organ. This
was the first large-scale presentation
of the instrument and it was gratify
ing to realize that all the work Alison
and I had put into it was received
with such enthusiasm.

"Constitution Hall was filled to
capacity plus a few standees. 1
believe the hall seats around 5,000
people. I received several letters
after the concert indicating how
pleased they were with not only the
performance but with the sound of
the organ. Mrs. Richard D. Shelby,
President of the National Society
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion said in a letter written following
the concert, "The program you pres
ented last night as part of the 92nd
Continental Congress program was
outstanding. You and the organ
were as one and the sounds you
were able to produce made the
audience feel they were listening to a
full symphony orchestra. They were
amazed that you and the organ
could render such beautiful music.
You are truly a magician and a very
fine musician..."
"Our instrument was born three

years ago. In those days we were
dubbing on a four-track tape
recorder several classic composi
tions such as Nutcracker Suite,
1812 Overture, Wiffiam TellOver-
ture, etc. All these works were
dubbed by using several synthesiz
ers spread all over the room. We

thought how wonderful it would be if
1 could do it alone without the use of
tape recorders. Of course it would
have to incorporate a 32-note pedal
board and all the synsthesizers
would have to be rewired and modi
fied to be mounted in a shell (con
sole) with AGO specifications as far
as dimensions between keyboards,
etc.

"Many things were added dur
ing the construction which called
for last-minute revisions as well
as redoing panels and rewiring.
The Kawai people helped very
much by providing most of the
electronic components as well as
the buiding of certain circuits
according to my specifications.
"The instrument had one main

problem—and that was, what do we

instruments,

"This monster took nearly two
years to complete; Alison helped
very much, not only in the actual
construcbon, such as wood cutting
and soldering components, but in
the general designing as well. 1 had
to take fast lessons in the art of lami
nating wood and welding for con
struction of the console.
"The Monster is totally mova

ble by three people: Alison, a
friend of ours—Sean McHugh—
and myself. We call ourselves
The Corporation and the logo of
the organ resembles the Greek
letter PHI which is an "O" with
an "i" vertically imposed. Of
course this stands for Oi or Oliv
era One.
"For nearly two years the entire

THE TEAM of Alison and Hector shown the very first hour following
their marriage in Boston. The couple have designed an elaborate
electronic instrument called The Nine Keyboard Monster.

—The Console 6 July 1983—

The Oliveras Worked As A Building Team
To Create A Nine-Manual Organ—Now
They Will Play It On Tours

call it? It is actually an organ, but it is house was filled with parts and
also a gigantic synthesizer, and components—from the garage to
since the name synthesizer scares closets including the bathroom. Peri-
most people and the general layout odically we took time to clean up but
of the instrument resembles an it would only last for about a week,
organ, we call it an organ—but I After coming back from a concert
prefer The Nine Keyboard tour, we would bring home more
Monster! parts purchased during our stays in
"As it stands today (more likely to different cities. The house would get

be modified sooner or later) it is crowded again and a "path" had to
composed of a basic two-manual be cleared. We even bought parts
Kawai Organ with seven polyphonic while on tour in England. We used to
and six monophonic synthesizers redesign the entire organ while driv-
highly modified by us. The output of ing the van from concert to concert,
all these instruments are controlled "To us the building of this
by a 14-channel mixer and 2,700 organ was a dream come true—
watts RMS of amplification. The the drezun of <in instrufment that
speakers were built by us using com- would allow me to perform Sym-
ponents provided by the Loval Cor- phonic Orchestrations of compo-
poration, who also provided their sitions or Theatre Organ styles or
amplifiers used on the Avant Garde J. S. Bach or Jazz or whatever,
systems. I believe this is the best Concerts are being booked
system available today for the through Walt Molt Management
amplification of electronic musical and a little tour is planned for


