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CHICAGO—May 12—Donation of the 4/20 Wurlitzer organ in the
Oriental Theatre to Chicago Area Chapter ATOS was announced
today in a special letter sent to members of the unit by John J. Peters,
Board Chairman. He also disclosed that due to a court decision regard
ing the Chicago Theatre, it also may be necessary to remove that
instrument as well as the club's 3/10 Wurlitzer presently installed in
North Main High School, plus another theatre organ because the
movie house may close.

Peters told members, "1 have received word today that we are being
given the four-manual 20 rank Wur- ^
litzer Theatre Pipe Organ from the OnC/ltai J^WTlltZGT
Oriental Theatre, 32 W. Randolph C 1 Qf\
St., Chicago, by its owner and Worf/l
See—ORIENTAL ORGAN-Page 8 Donation by Morris Kali^,

Oriental Wurlitzer
Worth $180,000
Donation by Morris Kalim,

FINE 'WIFE'—Hector plants a
big kiss on the Pasadena Civic
organ console during his concert
in appreciation of a job well done
for patrons and himself.

—Zimfoto

Three Chi Notables
Opening Theatre
Three Chicago men, well-known

in theatre and theatre organ circles,
have taken over a Chicago neigh
borhood house and plan to open it
with a policy of screening revival
films. Stan Hightower, BobChaney
emd Chris Carlo are currently refur
bishing the Music Box Theatre
located in the 3500 block of North
Southport.
The 70Q-seat atmospheric style

house was built in 1929. It is not
certain an organ weis originally
instadled.

Operation of the Music Box, it is
reported, will be on a policy of two
program changes weekly. Stan
Hightower recently resigned as
managing director of the famed Chi
cago Theatre.

Trade Journal
Published

For Organbuilders
Volume 1 of The Organbuifder, a

journal for the organbuilding trade,
has recently been published in Eng
land. It will be published jmnually.
The first issue features illustrated

articles on various type actions, reg
istration systems and the casting of
organ pipe metal.

Current subscription rate is £2.50
and may be ordered from June
Priestley, Secretary, The Organ-
builder, Stamfordham, Newcastle-
upon-the-Tyne, NE18-0LG,
England.

—from The American Organist

LATOS SPONSORING
HOLLYWOOD PREMIERE

Lights, cameras and crowds are due in Hollywood with searchlights
scanning the skies on the evening of July 12 when Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society sponsors The Return of Laurel and Hardy to
benefit the Society's Scholarship Fund at Laemmle's Continental
Theatre, Melrose and Van Ness Avenues. The show features Ann
Leaf and Gaylord Carter playing live organ accompaniment to six
hilarious comedies produced by the famous pair—Liberty, Habeaus
Corpus, You're Dam Tootin', Duck Soup, Big Business and Double
Whoopee.

In addition to all the premiere
trappings, The Sons of the Desert,
which is a club organi-

the two comedians, will be
onhandbeforethe7:30screeningto
stage some the comedy action
Laurel and Hardy were noted for.

^  Following the performance a
^ ji H J ^ champagne reception will be held in
^  the theatre, for those attending the

premiere.
John Quinn, who is producing the

show, which vnll have a one-week
run starting the following day,
offered LATOS the opportuntiy to
be sponsors and build their Scholar-

Fund. Tickets are $20 each and
are tax deductible. Seating for

A P'ino P/vfV LATOS is limited to 400 and tickets
_  will be sold on first-come, first-

Laurel and Hardy amtics will take served basis. They may be ordered
place at the LATOS benefit pre
miere July 12. S®®—FREIMIERE—Page 5

BAY SHORE

FROM THE OUTSIDE the Bayshore Theatre does not present the
most interesting appearance—but inside it's a different story. And the
illustrated feature appears on the inside of this issue beginning on
Page Six.

owner of the Chicago Oriental
Theatre, of the famed 4/20 Wur
litzer will net a tax write-off of
approximately $ 180,000, it has
been reliably reported. The
organ, it is said, has been
appraised at that figure.

Big Apple Society
Installing Organ
New York Theatre Organ

Society has found a home for .the
2/10 Wurlitzer from the Claridge
TTieatre, Montclair, New Jersey,
that was donated to the ATOS
chapter by its owners. A contract
has been drawn between Orange
County Arts Foundation and
NYTOS for installation of the organ
in the Paramount Theatre at Mid-
dletown. New York.
Owners of the Claridge decided to

donate the organ because of exten
sive remodeling. At first, they
informed Society officials it was
believed only parts of the instrument
remained in chambers. Upon inves
tigation it was found the complete
organ was intact.

Society Member Bob Seeley
made arrangements for installation
in the Paramount Theatre, it is
reported. The contract to place the
Wurlitzer was signed April 11th.
NYTOS will own the organ and
oversee its installation. It will also
have access to the organ and will
co-sponsor programs with the
Foundation.

According to an update report
published in The Horseshoe,
NYTOS' official newsletter, the

See—BIG APPLE—Page 24

Wichita Still In
For '84 Conclave

Wichita, Kansas is still being con
sidered as the site of the 1984
National ATOS Convention, it has
been learned. Rumors to the con

trary were heard during the ezuly
part of May, but another source has
informed The Console that tzdks are
being held regarding use of Century
11, where the former New York
Paramount Theatre Wurlitzer is
installed, for conclave programs.





FAREWELL TO THE BYRD
ON SCREEN—Our final attraction

TODAY 81 12:30 4 7:30
ALL SEATS FOR THE 12:30 SHOW $2.00

A  OF A MOTION PICTURCI

eoLOft.'
CLIZABETH COCK JAMES

TAYLOR • HUDSON • DEAN I

After temishl'! organ and rilm presentalions, Neigliltorhixjd
Ttiealrcs will ceaae lo operate the BYRD TlieaCre, after ol-
moit forty<i» years of movie showcasing in one of the na
tion's finest motion picture palaces. Designated an historic
landmark by the Slate of Virginia, we ore hopeful that the
BYRD can be preserved in all its grandeur for generations
to eome. We do wish to thank the .million and more
moviegocra wbo, since we began our operalion In I93T.
have made this ornate and lavish showplsce an entertain,
ment center in our area. We are proud of our operating
record for over four aiid a half decades.

We are proud, too, of our association ivilh the late Robert
Coulter and George Stiiaer. Managers, who spent endless
hours of hard work to preserve the BYRD in sll its ipiersdot
for its patiom. We are proud of the many business leaders
in our community wbo had their first yobs as ushers at the'
BYRD. We arc proud of Eddie Weaver and his magic
rmgcrs who has entertained generations on the mighty
BYRD Wuriilser organ. We are happy he can be a part of
today's closing program. Though the past few years have
not been financially profitable for NEIGHBORHtDOD
THEATRES, we have conlinued to i^rate the BYRD for
as long as possible, in both gratitude to the community for
its suppr. and svilh our desire to see a legend in enlerloin-
ment sm .sve. We will dearly miss being here.

EDDIE WEAVER AT THE MIOHTV
BYRD WURLITZER TODAY

OROAN CONCERT — BsDO PM
SEPARATE APMI8BICW

BYRD
2908 WEST CARY SREET • 3S3-991 I

SAD BUT BEAUTIFUL WAY TO BOW OUT—Neighborhood Thea
tres, the Richmond, Va. chain that has operated the famous Byrd
Theatre since 1937 determined the house is no longer profitable and
closed the doors after the final performance on Sunday, May 15th. In
one of the most unusual advertisements ever inserted by any theatre
company. Neighborhood Theatres ran the above announcement. It
has been reduced in size for publication in The Console.

Byrd Theatre To Stan Kann In
Be Refurbished San Diego June 23

Richmond's famed Byrd Theatre, Stan Kann will be the featured
which closed last month afterneeirly artist for 1920's at the Movies
46 years of operation by Neighbor- Thursday evening, June 23 at the
hood Theatres, Inc., will reopen in California Theatre, San Diego. San
the near future. Samuel and Irma Diego Chapter ATOS and the
Warren, who purchased the prop- Pierce-Arrow Society are co-
ertyin 1982,haveannouncedplans sponsoring Rudolph Valentino in
to restore the house to its original Son of the Sheik on the screen and
condition and enter into a venture on stage, Stan Kann, The Gadget
with the Tobacco Company restau- Man.
rant that will permit the building to On the outside will be a spectacu-
continue as a theatre. 'ar assemblage of classic Fierce-

Erected in 1928 for $960,000, Arrow motorcars—the luxury cars
the Byrd opened Christmas Eve that of the 20's; some worth $150,000.
year. It was designated a Virginia Arriving at 6pm, the cars will be on
Historic Landmark in 1977. Orga- display in the parking lot next to the
nist Eddie Weaver has appeared at theatre. Free popcorn is also another
the console of the four-manual Wur- treat for patrons.

Byrd Theatre To
Be Refurbished

Richmond's famed Byrd Theatre,
which closed last month after neeirly
46 years of operation by Neighbor
hood Theatres, Inc., will reopen in
the near future. Samuel and Irma
Warren, who purchased the prop
erty in 1982, have announced plans
to restore the house to its original
condition and enter into a venture
with the Tobacco Company restau
rant that will permit the building to
continue as a theatre.

Erected in 1928 for $960,000,
the Byrd opened Christmas Eve that
year. It was designated a Virginia
Historic Landmark in 1977. Orga
nist Eddie Weaver has appeared at
the console of the four-manual Wur-
litzer nightly since 1962.

In recent months, Neighborhood
Theatres presented a series of clas
sic films in a last-ditch effort to keep
the house operating. Unfortunately,
attendance was not strong enough
to keep the theatre open and it
closed May 15th.

Organ Not Finished;
Show Postponed

Plans for a benefit concert at the
Virginia Center for the Performing
Arts—formerly Loew's Richmond
Theatre—featuring Eddie Weaver
at the Wurlitzer, has been post
poned. Installation of the former
Surf City Hotel Wurlitzer could not
be completed in time for the pro
gram. Organist Bill Floyd, who is a
resident of Richmond, heads the
installation project.

ATTEND ORGAN CONCERTS

REAL THEATRE atmosphere is part of the classwork when the
Allen console is brought up on elevator into college auditorium. Here
Instructor Porterfield is shown with students during class.

California College Offers
Combined Theatre/Classic Course
Many colleges offer courses in classical organ. However, College of the

Sequoias in Visalia, Calif, has added a new twist to organ training by
offering a course combining classical 2ind theatre organ styles.
"A Study of Organ Technique and Repertoire" provides instruction to

community people of all ages and ability levels. Chaumonde Porterfield,
instructor, teaches specific techniques for liturgical, classical, and theatre
repertoire, as well as Theory, on the College's three-manual Alien Digital
Computer Theatre Orgein.

All 2,000 pounds of organ con
sole and speakers are portable, ena
bling Ms. Porterfield to teach
lessons in the basement and then
raise the instrument to stage level
via elevator for performances. Con
certs by visiting artists, sing-a-longs,
and silent movies with organ are
often scheduled on the Allen to
benefit class and community.
The course at College of the

Sequoias is thought to be the first in

which theatre organ playing has
been recognized as a legitimate
course of study. Begun as an
accompaniment for silent movies,
theatre organ playing evolved into
the pop organ periormance style of
today, and has been enjoying
renewed popularity.

Eastman School Of Music To
Conduct Baseball Organ Seminar
Try to top this one—it's something most unusual in the annuls of organ
teaching. In Rochester's Silver Stadium sometime this summer the
Eastman School of Music will be teaching baseball organists from
around the country such things as how to play theme music for
individual athletes and for different sports and how to use music to
quell a disturbance or increase a crowd's enthusiasm.
Planning the seminar since last summer, the event is believed to be

the first of its kind and will be held the night of July 19. The seminar is
the brainchild of Robert PreemEm, the school's director who is an avid
baseball fan.

Information packets have been sent to hundreds of sports organists
from both major and minor sports clubs. No one has an idea how many
organists will respond.
The stadium organ will be set up at home plate, and a panel of three

sports orgzuiists will conduct the seminar—Nancy Faust, Chicago
White Sox organist; Vince Ltischied, who has played many years for
the Pittsburgh Pirates; and local organist Fred Costello, who plays for
the Rochester Red Wings baseball team and the Rochester Amerks
hockey team.
Faust is considered by mimy to be one of the finest organists in the

country and the leading authority on playing at sports stadiums.

CHAUMONDE PORTERFIELD
Organ Instructor, and Pete Swee
ney, Director of Organ Studies, at
the Allen Digital Computer Thea
tre Organ, College of the
Sequoias, Visalia, Calif.

—The Console 3 June 1983—
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ST. LOUIS FOX HOLDS ORGANIST
AUDITIONS FOR FILM SERIES
Something new in the theatre organ world occurred in St. Louis at the

cavernous Fox Theatre Friday, May 27, from 12:30 to 4:30pm—Eight
people auditioned on the magnificent 4/36 Wurlitzer to play for the upcom
ing series, Monday Night at the Movies, scheduled for this summer.

According to information released by the theatre, the audition was held
"Because most organists have had experience playing electronic organs,
rather than pipe organs, rehearsals have been in progress for several weeks
to prepare organists for the auditions.
"The Fox Mighty Wurlitzer is difficult to play because of the general

magnitude of the console and the delay system. (Organ sound comes from
chambers 100 feet away, so by the time the organist hears what he's
playing, it's too late to change it)."

Judges for the auditions were: Marlin Mackley, restorer of the Fox
instrument; Mary Strauss, Director of Restoration and Special Projects;
Leon Strauss, Managing Partner, Fox Associates—President, Pantheon;
Carl Lehne, Vice President, Pantheon Corporation. It was also noted that
possibly Stan Kann would be on hand to serve as a judge. (This has not
been confirmed—Ed).
News of the summer film series is published elsewhere in this issue.

—The Console 4 June 1983—

KANN, ERWIN
IN ST. LOUIS
FOX SERIES

Stan Kann and Lee Erwin have
been named as artists who will
appear at the St. Louis Fox Theatre
during the run of the Summer Film
Series—Monday Night at the
Movies. Kann will be at the console
to open the series Friday, July 8,
which represents the opening
weekend.
Lee Erwin will be in town for the

August 15th show featuring the
silent film Queen Kelly starring Glo
ria Swanson. The film was produced
in 1928 and was not seen in the U.
S. until New York Theatre Organ
Society sponsored Erwin accom
panying the photoplay at the Bea
con Theatre in the 1960s.
A telephone listing in Concertime

section on the back page is pub
lished for the St. Louis Fox to call for
program information.

Rosa Puts Pops,
Classics On Allen

Theatre Organist Rosa Rio went
to church Sunday afternoon, May 1,
and proceeded to put an Allen dig
ital through its paces in a manner
that, according to a local newspaper
reporter slightly shook up the area.
Said the scribe: "The normally
sedate atmosphere of the streets sur
rounding St. Micheal's Church in
Beacon Falls was suddenly shaken
Sunday afternoon, Rosa Rio was in
town!"

Rosa also had on her program a
guest soprano, Lucille Vagnini. The
music was classical cind show tune

style—My Heart at They Sweet
Voice...Before the Parade Passes
By/I Love a Parade/76 Trombo
nes. .. Bells of St. Mary were a few of
the selections heard.

Playing in the organ loft, Rosa
walked to the front of the church to
acknowledge a standing ovation.

THEA TRE ORGAN NEEDS
A MUSEUM & ARCHIVES

Editor & Publishor Tom B'hond

Britlih Editor km DolgliMii
Contributing Editor Rolpb 0. Soaudry
Sporiai Footuros: Ed Mullim

Tom McNooioy
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scription matters and oddress chonges to: THE
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Theatre Orgzai Helps Put A
Former Organist On The Air

Wichita TTieatre Organ, Inc. recently had quite a surprise and then
reciprocated by giving one. The story began at one of the three fine arts FM
radio stations in the Wichita area—KSOF, of Friends University.

Its program director, Bill Brant, ■
wanted to present a musical tribute
in April to the late (very early) orga
nist, conductor and musical giant,
Leopold Stokowski. He checked the
membership roster of the interna
tional L. Stokowski Society and dis
covered TWO men are members—
Michael Coup and Bill Pearce.

Brant inquired of both men for
any information as would lead to
locating special recordings and
tapes for the celebration
broadcast—Leopold's 101st birth
day year. He was greatly surprised
to learn the two had much material
of early broadcasts and concerts,
plus rehearsals, not publicly
available.

Brant then invited the duo to pre
pare a musical tribute. They took
the challenge. The result was a
remarkable seven-hour show with
the former organist-turned-
conductor gyrating in front of a
variety of orchestras from the 20s to
the late 70s. Even the never-before-
heard rehearsals were used. There
were tributes to the maestro from
several world-famous people con
tacted by WTO.

Audience response continued for
days afterward and attention was
drawn to WTO in terms completely
unexpected. Brant and his col
leagues were so impressed by the
program and response that they now
are submitting the entire broadcast
to several radio award panels to be
judged in national competition.

Before he got wise and learned to
use only his hands, Stokowski was
organist at St.Bartholomew's
Church in New York City. There

was a large Ernest Skinner organ
and the church was then on Lexing
ton Avenue. His first wife, Olga
Samaroff was a celebrated pianist
who taught at Julliard School. It was
she who encouraged Leopold to get
of the bench and onto the podium.
Her contacts and efforts helped
greatly. She arranged his first
audition—the Cincinnati Sym
phony. From there he went to the
Philadelphia Orchestra. The rest, of
course, is history!

PREMIERE-from Page 1
from LATOS, Kathy Henchman,
Benefit Chairman, 6900 Santa
Monica Blvd., Hollywood, Calif.
90038.

Prints to be used for the run are
brand new, exceptionally sharp,
35mm film made from original
camera negatives.

Kansas City, Kan.—Manager
Joseph Stiebel, of the Apollo Thea
tre, 3227 Terost Avenue, has
begun the installation of the Hope-
Jones Unit System Orchestra at a
cost of about $12,000. Mr. Stiebel
recently returned from a trip through
the east where he found the Hope-
Jones instrument in high favor.
From—Moving Picture World,
March 28, 1914.

Whitestown, Ind.—G. H. Summitt
and Isaac Brown have leased
Tucker Hall and will open it as a
motion picture theatre. Music will be
furnished by the Victrola. From
Moving Picture World, July 17,
1915.

REMEMBER THE DAYS? And if you do, maybe you remember the
organist armounced on the Brenograph slide reproduced above. John
Adams, of Huntington, West Virginia found the glass slide in a local
antique shop. Predominate color of the slide is in various shades of
blue. It was manufactured by Quiaity Slide & Flashagraph, 4 East
Lake St., Chicago, III. Adams would like to leam more about Organist
Muck and where he played theatre pipe organs.

its

COMEDY PREMIERE HERE-
Laemmle's Continental Theatre
at Melrose and Van Ness Avenue
in Hollywood will be the scene for
Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society's Benefit Premiere of The
Return of Laurel and Hardy on
July 12. While it may not be as
big as those once held at Grau*
man's Chinese Theatre, up on
broad Hollywood Boulevard,
there will be lights, TV cameras
and plenty of action starting
around 7 pm.

Carol Jones Only
Conn Concert Rep

Carol Jones, one of the young
organists who used to entertain Los
Angeles Theatre Organ Society
members at the Wiltern Theatre, is
now a recognized concert artist. She
is the only touring artist representing
Conn Organ Company. Returning
to that firm a year and a half ago,
she has made a recording on the new
Conn 653.

In addition to her position with
Conn, Carol is also Director of
Music Education for the Organ
Exchange Company, San Diego,
and also teaches privately at the
Laguna Hills Mall Store.
On May 24th she presented three

of her pupils in an organ program at
Laguna Hills, Tracy Thayer, age
10; Gerhard Neuendorff, who is 18,
has been studying organ seven
years and has appeared in solo con
certs in the Southern California
area; and David Dittmar, age 15,
who began playing the organ when
he was seven. At age nine he
entered Yamaha's National Organ
Festival. He has played many con
certs throughout Southern Califor
nia and won first place in the Orange
County Professional Organists
Guild Scholarship Contest the last
two years in a row.

Three Organists Premiere
Organ At Aussie Meet

by David Walton

Adelaide, Australia (Delayed)—This year's Theatre Organ Society of
Australia Convention featured organs of many descriptions—from Wur-
litzer theatre instruments to large classic trackers, plus the premiere debut of
the organ in the Society's own Capri Theatre, which is one of the most
unusual in-theatre installations to be found anywhere.

Registration was held in the foyer of the Festival Theatre with a duet
being played for conventioneers on harpsichord and flute. Then caune
inspection and demonstration of the Festival Theatre Reiger organ, a
beautiful neo-classical instrument. It was viewed in groups of 60 or so and
played by Neil Jensen, who presented a history of the instrument in a light
manner.

Next day, Saturday, was a visit to three of the most spectacular classic
organs of the city—the large 4/70-plus in Pilgrim Church; the 4/50-odd in
St. Peter's Cathedral; and the three-manual Casavant tracker in Elder
Conservatorium of Music. Organists who played the three were Ian John
son, David Swale and James Govenblock. Lunch was fumished by one of
our domestic airlines.
The afternoon was an enjoyable affair hearing various interstate orga

nists at the console of Wyatt Hall's 2/12 Wurlitzer.
Saturday evening saw 850 people pack the Capri Theatre for the

inagural concert on this four-msinual instrument which had 13 ranks work
ing. Tony Fenelon, Ray Thornley and John Atwell were the artists for the
evening.
The organ ciphered twice. It had presented some unusual wind problem|^

24 hours earlier but managed to sort itself out for the concert.
It was a great night and the audience had never seen such an installation

before—virtually a pizza parlour layout in a theatre with lights on the pipes
and all!
Sunday afternoon's concert on the 3/15 Wurlitzer in St. Peter's College

by three organists was an excellent affair. Again, Neil Jensen stole the show
and played as never before (Jensen is due in the U.S. later this year to play
for Rochester Theatre Organ Society—Ed). The console had just been
releathered, rebushed and new contacts installed by George Stevens, famed
Australian organbuilder.

Easter Monday saw visits to Geoff Smith's 2/8 Christie home installation
and the 2/5 self-built Walton residence organ.

—The Console 5 June 1983—



by Jeffrey A. Morrell
To someone who had never been inside, an initial sighting of the

Bayshore Theatre facade on the comer of Main Street and South
Clinton Avenue in Bayshore, Long Island, New York might hardly stir
more than a passing glance at the old, shuttered movie house. It is
without exception almost totally devoid of any facet of architectural
attractiveness. A modeme but lack-lustre marquee spans what
appears to be an entrance finished in fieldstone exterior walls which
serves as a facing and little else to recommend further interest in the
theatre.
But inside this nondescript exte

rior structure it's a different story.
And this difference is what promp
ted local resident Ms. Anne Torre
getting the right people in the state
capitol at Albany aware of the thea
tre and the effort to save it.

Designed by John McNamera,
and built by Contractor George
Clark for Aka Glynn, the house took
shape in 1926 and opened its doors
sometime during 1927. The Pre
miere was not without the usual fan
fare. Live stage acts, along with a
small pit band, Moller organ and a
first run movie were on the bill that
day.
As one entered the lavishly deco

rated theatre, the ornate lobby
piqued imaginative expectation for
what lay beyond. The lobby, about
fifty feet in length, has a patterned
terrazo floor with an ornate wooden
ticket booth painted gold, three cut
glass chandeliers , arched mirrors
between Corinthian pilasters,
topped by colorful ornamental plas
ter in bas-relief. This plaster decora
tion is an exact duplication of the
design used in the auditorium only
done in smaller scale.

Proceeding into the foyer, which
is Adamesque for the most part.

another crystal chandelier, similar to
those viewed in the lobby, attracts
the eyes. Small sconces resembling
candelabra adorn the walls, Colorful
greens and gold leaf, plus a large
medallion deocrate the ceiling.
The staircase leading to the bal-

magnificent plaster work in the ceil
ing and sidewalls. Another pair of
smaller crystal chaneliers hang from
the ceiling over the balcony. Reds,
blues, off-whites, grays, silvers, with
the gold leaf provide a very nice
effect.

The preceding pargraph was
probably the way local newspaper
reporters might have described the
Bayshore to readers on opening
day. Surprisingly enough, the thea
tre is much the szime today. Aside
from usual burnt out light bulbs in
the many chandeliers, falling plas
ter, fifty years of dirt and grime in

ELABORATE box office inside
entry lobby is of wood
construction.

EINTRY LOBBY from street presents incoming patrons with a differ
ent idea than the lack-lustre facade.

ceiling greets the eye.
The proscenium arch is crowned

turesome patrons going to the bal- FOYER of theatre is ornate. Wi
cony could inspect, closeup, the oromotional feature used bv last

FOYER of theatre ia ornate. Wi

places too hard and expensive to
reach nowadays, only removal of
the Moller organ, flooring over the
orchestra pit and absence of some
furnishings are the only noticeable
changes.
When the house opened it was

reported to have seated 1,611. Oth
ers have put it around the 1,400-
plus figure. Some water damage is
evident at the top right rear wall. If
one looks up the ladder into the left
side organ chamber, bottom boards
and swell shade frames are visible.
Air conditioning replaced organ
pipes and louvres replaced swell
shades.
The stage is fully rigged and the

switchboard can still do most of its
intended functions.

According to the Bayshore's last
manager, Mary Costello, the owner
reportedly had an almost identical
twin theatre built in Patchoque, New
York. It has since been triplexed.
The old interior was completely gut
ted. No trace of its original architec
ture remains anywhere. Those who
had seen it in its better days claim it
lacked much of the ornateness of the
Bayshore.

Little has been recorded on the 55
years of Bayshore operation. It was
last operated by Century Theatres,
who in tum paid a lease to RKO.
RKO had plans to twin or triplex the
house a year or so ago but never
went through with the job. Rumor
has it town officials would not let
them.

Closing without fanfare August 9,
1982, the last movie screened there
was a re-run of Starmars. RKO then
put the theatre up for sale. Asking
price was $1.4 million. That figure
has since doubled when Newsday
wrote an article about the theatre
last December.
Taxes on the property are around

$25,000 annually. To heat and cool
the theatre also runs around
$25,000 a year. Much could be
done to lower that figure by insulat
ing, replacing an antiquated heating
system and some general

shing well to right was appearently
promotional feature used by last operator of the house.
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