
START NOW-
BUILD YOUR
OWN PIPE
ORGAN!

Have you always wanted a
King of Instruments ail your own,
but felt an entire theatre orgzui
would require too much space, or
that you couldn't find the size you
wanted at the price you were wil
ling to shell out sheckeis for —
or—that you had always planned
to build your owiv Well, now you
can have your very tjwn box of
glorious whistles. ■
Starting this month, on

Page six, you can have your fan
tasy unfold before your crafty fin
gers and fertile cranial adaptation
of information contained in Pipe
Organ Building for the Amateur.
Clear out a space in the garage, or
ask your soon-to-be Wurlitzer
Widow to let you have the living
room for a shop by promising
faithfully to keep it vacuumed.
• After the run of the building
series maybe we'll run plans for
organ screens.

Brown Shutters

Tucson Parlor
Tucson Organ Stop Pizza Parlor

will definitely close for good on April
30, it was announced by Bill Brown,
owner of the organ-equipped chain
of pizza houses in Arizona. "We
have tried twice to operate this outlet
profitably, but the response has been
poor and doesn't warrant keeping it
open," he said in a telephone con
versation with The Console early
this month.

Sell or Break Up Organ
The 4/27 Wurlitzer installed in

the parlor will be offered for sale at
$125,000 complete. If it is not sold.
Brown intends to break it up and use
components in his other organs.

"It is really a clean instrument,"
Brown noted, "and has an excellent
Z-Tronics relay. The console has
278 stops and 16 combinations.
There is an electronic base installed,
with it. Information about the organ
may be obtained by contacting
Brown at Phoenix Organ Stop
Pizza, 5330 No. Seventh St., Pho
enix, Arizona 85014.

Thompson Opens
May 18 at Joynt
Don Thompson returns to the U.

S. and will open at Ye Olde Pizza
Joynt in San Lorenzo, Calif., on
May 18th, it was disclosed early this
month. He formerly was resident
organist for many years at Toron
to's Organ Grinder Restaurant. He
resigned several months ago and
went on a Caribbean cruise.
He will preside at the pizza parlor

Wurlitzer five nights each week.
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Clemens Center Organ
To Undergo Restoration
Elmira, N.Y., April 12—Clemens Center Marr and Colton pipe organ
was damaged by water from a roof leak and restoration of the instrument
will be started within a few weeks, it was reported by Lauren A. Peckham,
who heads the organ repair firm that will do the work.
"Fortunately most of the pipework in the main can be salvaged," he said.

"However, nearly all chests will have to be replaced.
"This work is scheduled to get underway in a few weeks and will include

several improvements such as an electronic relay, 16-ft. Wurlitzer Dia-
phone, 16-ft. Wurlitzer Tuba, Trumpet for the solo division, improved
winding, more regulators and tremolos.
"All tonal improvements are under direction of Dave Peckham, who is

resident organist at the Center. Dave has completed his studies at the
University of Rochester and Eastman School of Music and will be joining
our pipe organ repair business in May," he added,
The organist is also planning several theatre organ concerts during 1983

which includes a re-opening of the Clemens Center instrument later this
year.

Lockwood Asks
Return Of Items
From Library
Rochester, N.Y., April 6—
Thomas Lockwood, who served as
the first head of ATOS' library and
archives, and was "replaced" when
he asked The Console to contribute
material for the archives, has
requested return of the old glass
slides and slide projectors he
donated approximately ten years
ago.

In a conversation with Lock-
wood, he said that after his dismissal
(under the so-called 'Old Guard')
apparently nothing more was done
to build the organ archives. "There
were reports that some ATOS
members who had donated items
made an attempt to obtain informa
tion from their material but could not
because it could not be found,"
Lockwood said.
"I have asked for the return of

what I donated because I have a use
for it here in Rochester. At a later
date, if the project gets off the
ground, then 1 will consider sending

See—LIBRARY—Page 3

Military Academy
To Dedicate

Theatre Chain

,  Wow! It's OutRichmond, Va. May 1— ^ ,, . ,, ,,,,,
Richmond's famed Byrd Theatre Radio City Music Hall Wurlitzer
will be shuttered at the end of this P'P® organ has been taken out of the
month, it was disclosed today by Jeatre and sent to the Crome Organ
Neighborhood Theatres, operators Company m Los Angeles for com-
of the house for many years. Declin- Pj^le refurbishing. From Los
ing patronage is the reason cited for Angeles it will be shipped to Hent-
closing the Wurlitzer-famous mini- age> USA, in North Carolina, for
movie palace mslaflation m a building controlled
The chain'has a lease through ^y Jim Bakker, television religious

next March, but also an option to noteble.
cancel! on 30-day notice which was .„The information was relayed to
sent to the owners in Alexandria, Console by ̂  Ohio organ buff
Va today heard that Heritage Orgamst,

It is expected the owners will pro- reportedly Shirley Boi^am, had
mote continued operation since they t^lk^ to Ken Crome and made the
purchased the theatre with the idea arrangements to handle the project.

NekhbThood Theatre officials it CROME SOLVES RCMHis repSShcially announced the MYSTERY RUMOR-See pg 3
closing on May 2 when the
employees were informed.

Avenue Theatre Console Out
For Major Overhauling

Replacement of the Avenue Theatre three-manual Wurlitzer console
with a two-manual keydesk was made this month. The removal is tempor
ary to facilitate a major overhaul of the big console prior to the ATOS
National Convention in July in San Francisco. Bert Robinson, Salinas
ATOS member, loaned the two decker to the theatre.

—from The Windsheef

Organ
New Mexico Military Institute in

Roswell will hold a dedication con
cert for the organ that is now under
installation on Thursday, October
27, 1983. Lyn Larsen will play the
dedicatory program on the 3/19
mostly Wurlitzer instmment which
replaces the Academy's Hillgreen-
Lane theatre pipe organ. It was
donated to the school by a theatre
owner after the advent of sound
films.
Some components of the

Hillgreen-Lane organ have been
retained, but the instrument basi
cally has Wurlitzer pipework. The
school has also purchased a console
elevator and will install it in time for
the dedication show. Console for the
new organ was formerly the Sandy
Fleet three decker for his Style 260
Wurlitzer.

After the organ has been officially
opened, it is planned to hold con
certs every two months, it was
reported.

Millie Alexander

Hospitalized,
Seminar Out

Mildred Alexander, one of Amer
ica's noted women organists, was
hospitalized in New York this month
just before she was due to present a
seminar. The meeting was cancelled
and refunds made to patrons. Cause
of her illness was not learned, but
she has been in poor health for over
a year and apparently experienced a
relapse.
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HOME OF THE FORMER NEW YORK ROXY

KIMBALL ORGAN CONSOLE

Remember, while in the Southwest, Los Pueblos
Hotels offer the finest in regional accommodations.
Each of our eight hotels insures you the highest
standards possible.

As Best Western, Howard Johnson and Sheraton
affiliates, the Los Pueblos properties guarantee im
peccable facilities and service.

Indoor swimming pools, expansive rooms with in
dividual refrigerators, independent heating and cool
ing, color television with bedside controls, superb
dining and live entertainment are standard features
of all Los Pueblos Hotels.

Use these numbers for phone reservations...
Call 1-800-528-1234 for:

THE CLASSIC, Albuquerque, New Mexico
THE INN, Farmington, New Mexico
THE INN, Gallup, New Mexico
THE INN, Grants, New Mexico
SALLY PORT INN, Roswell, New Mexico
CENTRAL PLAZA INN, Phoenix, Arizona

Call 1-800-325-3535 for:

SHERATON-ANAHEIM MOTOR HOTEL,
Anaheim, California

Call 1-800-654-2000 for:

HOWARD JOHNSON'S MOTOR LODGE,
Las Cruces, New Mexico

TERRY HOCHMUTH

Musicol Director

Resident Organist

THE CLASSIC HOTEL

6815 Menaul NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
1505) 881-0000

A Los Pueblos Hotel

Division of the Maloof Companies

Organ Restoration By
HOCHMUTH-STANKEY

PIPE ORGANS, INC.

New Lenox, Illinois
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BOB MITCHELL AND DEL CASTILLO at Koons' Motorcycle Shop.
Mitchell, a well-known theatre organist in Southern California during
the silent era, was one of several prominent organists attending Del's
Long Beach concert.

A Sensible Senectitude
by Robert E. Hill

Fans of Lloyd Gould Del Castillo expect the unexpected. Famed for his
impish wit and sophisticated clowning, as well as for his mastery of the
keyboard, our hero was carried to the console at Joe Koons' Motorcycle
Shop on April 13 by two white-clad cohorts aboard a hosptial stretcher—no
less! All this to ridicule the commonly held notion that 90 years tends to
break down the old machine.
To further debunk that notion, because he turned 90 the first of the

month, Del proceeded to please the patrons with a well balanced program
from ballads to overtures, for which he is also famous.
"As a privilege of maturity," the last half of his offering consisted wholly

of his own compositions, most of which were written in the twenties for silent
motion picture effects....all presented in that humorous and humble manner
characteristic of Del Castillo.
The full house was packed with other luminaries of the console such as

Tom Handforth (another Boston native), Dean Nichols, Bob Mitchell (of
the famous Mitchell Boys Choir) and the 'Mighty Mite' of the biz, Ann
Leaf.
We bow from the waist to this indestructible symbol of the grandeur of the

Theatre Pipe Organ and to our hostess, Spud Koons; the volunteer promo
ter, 'Tiny Hiserman" and to the organ maintenance crew who dressed up
the mighty Wuly-Welte in her Sunday best for the occasion.

Wouldn't Joe have been proud of her?

LIBRARY from page 1
it back again. But as long as there is
need for it here and absolutely none
where it is now stored, 1 believe 1
have every right to request its
return," he added. He was asked if
he had taken a tax write-off on the
donation and replied that he had not.
He is still very much interested in

having a theatre organ museum and
concert hall arrangement, and will
personally serve in einy capacity that
will insure its growth, he told The
Console. "1 made that offer several
years ago, even after Ray Snitil,
who was president at the time, took
the library project away from me,
but todate 1 have not heard from
anyone," he said.
"My hope is that later on ATOS

will have the vision to select a site
and open an operating musuem—
one where people can see, hear and
touch—which will show them the

"fun" we had," he added.

Plans For Library
Prior to receipt of Lockwood's

demand for the return of his dona
tion, ATOS Prexy Lois Segur had
already taken action regarding the
lethargic library situation. Discus
sions have been held about moving
the material to the west coast where
it would be placed in another univer
sity, but with someone who would
catalogue all items and be able to
serve the organization in a limited
way until the project can be under
taken in a more expanded manner.
The present national board real

izes that unless concerted action is
taken soon, much of the historical
material that could be placed in the
archives may be lost to future gener
ations. Old photographs, films,
music, books, pamphlets, pro
grams, blueprints, etc., must be
cared for when they start to fade or
become worn. Families of famous
organ personalities must be con-

Historical Group
Offers Slide Show
Our American Organ Heritage, a
new slide-tape program is being
offered by the Organ Historical
Society. It features more than 200
color photographs of old pipe organs
in America, and includes recorded
examples of 19 instruments.
The show replaces the society's

first program which has served for
12 years as the only audio-visual
history about old American organs.
The new 45-minute program con
centrates on instruments built before
1865, and traces development of
AmeriCcin organ building from
importation of English instruments
through the coming-of-age of Amer
ican artisans in Boston, New York
and Pennsylvania.

Shipped in two Kodak Carousel
slide trays with a stereo sound track
in cassette and open-reel formats,
the rental fee is $50. Bookings sire
avciilable from OHS member Kristin
G. Johnson, 4710 Datura Road,
Columbia, So. Car. 29205.

Faithful Gather

Weekly
Bluegrass Chapter ATOS

members gather faithfully for wor-
knights to continue working on the
hybrid organ they will install in the
New Student Center Theatre at the
University of Kentucky, Lexington.
Each component is cleaned, refitted
and refurbished for the instrument.

tacted to ask for such material.
Many times personal scrapbooks
which yield highly interesting facts
are thrown out following the death of
an organist or organ builder because
the families are not aware that a
group exists that would value such
material. And once it has been dis
carded in rubbish cans it seldom can
be replaced.

Keep Sending Items
The ATOS President has

requested that anyone having
memorabilia that contains interest
for theatre organ archives to send it
to her in San Marcos, Calif., and she
will guarantee that it will be recorded
and filed so that it can be utilized in
research work, or made available on
request to serve the theatre organ

New Group In
Michigan Want
ATOS Ties
Kalamazoo, Mich., April 19—
Application is being made by
Southwest Michigan Theatre Organ
Club for an ATOS charter. Co-
founders Ken Butela and Roy
Kemper started the organization last
December and now there are 32

names on their mailing list. Under
the present organizational arrange
ment there are no dues collected.

Presenting Concert
On April 24th die club 2ind Kala

mazoo Arts Council presented Wil
liam Mollena at the console of the
State Theatre Barton organ. Mol
lena maintains the instrument. Fol
lowing the program organ chamber
tours were given and a short busi
ness meeting was held.

Officers of the club are Butela,
chairman; Kemper, vice-chairman
and programs; Betty Darling,
secretary-treasurer; John Durgan,
Lorraine Pena and Don Welsh,
directors.

Territory requested in the charter
wiU include the counties of Alleyn,
Berrien, Branch, Barry, Calhoun,
Cass, Ionia, Kalamazoo, Kent,
Ottawa, Van Buren and St. Joseph.

Information regarding the club
may be obtained from Ken Butela,
%Keyboard Center, 6125 South
Westridge Avenue, Kalamazoo,
Mich. 49002.

Grauman Book Due
For June Release
Publication of the book on the life

of Showman Sid Grauman is due to
be distributed in June or early July, it
was disclosed this month by Bruce
LaLanne, who has been associated
with the author, Charles Beardsley
in the production of the volume.

LaLanne, who has lived in the
Los Angeles area most of his life, is
currently writing a history of area
theatres and will title his book Main
Street To Broadway—Los Angeles
Theatre History—The Early Years,
1781 to 1932.

He has also written a brief note
about Thomas L. Tally, pioneer
showman in Los Angeles that will be
published in the June issue of The
Console.

CROME SOLVES RCMH ' 1
MYSTERY.RUMOR i
-—continued from page 1 ej;

Reached at his organ shop, Ken Crome cleared up what was partially a
rumor—especially about the fiadio City Wurlitzer—by explaining that the
organ enroute to him is the former Dallas Palace Theatre 4/20 Wurlitzer,
He will add possibly 40 ranks to this instrument and then install it in the
Heritage U.S.A. location for the so-called "PTL Club". "The organ will
retain its toy counter and percussions in the church setting where it is going,"
Crome said.

Asked what he would have done had it been the Music Hall giant that
would be shipped to him for refurbbhing he remarked, "Oooh, 1 wish it
was!" And then quickly add«d on the basis the theatre was being
demolished! .

—The Console 3 May 1983—



Larsen Specking In L. A. In May
Organist Lyn Larsen flew to Los Angeles the first week in May as

consultant to Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society. He was engaged to
confer with society top tabbers concerning the specification for the Barton
organ currently being installed in the Wislhire Ebell Theatre. It was reported
he expected to be in town all week.

CARL WEISS at the console of Long Island University 4/26 Wur-
litzer theatre organ. He played pops for a classic benefit.

Theatre Organ Plays For
Classic Needing Rebuild

by Jeffrey A. MorreJI

Brooklyn, N.Y., April 17—It's not often a theatre organ comes to the aid
of a sick classic job, but you can bank on super aid when such an occasion
does arise. And it blossomed beautifully this afternoon from 4 to 6pm in the
once ornate gymnasium of Long Island University when Carl Weiss, in full
dress, presented a benefit concert on the beautiful 4/26 Wurlitzer theatre
organ. Tlie gymnasium, of course, was the great Brooklyn Paramount
Theatre.
The program was given to raise money for the organ rebuilding fund for

the First Presbyterian Church of Smithtown, Long Island. Both Weiss and
the Wurlitzer were in exceptional form. Carl's selections ranged from show
tunes to ballads and love songs with quite a variety in between.
An enthusiastic audience acknowledged Weiss' cutistry with extended

ovations. During intermission, Carl took the entire 15 minutes to explain the
workings of the 4/28 Wurlitzer while a large group of patrons crowd^
around the console.
An art show was in process in the former grand lobby, which is now a

lunchroom, and while stripped of its former opulence, gave those who
ventured in a real feast for the eyes. The ornate lower level lounges were
also open.

—The Console 4 May 1983—

Late David Ashby
Was Guiding Light
In Wurli Creation

Wurlitzer's great five-manual
instrument that was built in recent
years for the museum/auditorium in
the company's complex at DeKalb,
Illinois, was the brain child of the late
David Ashby. From what has been
learned, Ashby came up with the
idea of the instrument and had a
great deal to do with its
implementation.
He was instrumental in its overall

design and also travelled extensively
when Wurlitzer personnel were on
the road looking for complete
organs or various ranks to purchase
for it. One of the organs was the one
in the Basilica at Buffalo. Ashby
played a tape of this instrument for
an organ buff that was recorded
after an agreement had been
reached for its removal by
Wurlitzer.
Ashby also did much of the physi

cal work involved in the installation.

Richmond Club
Still Using
Original Name
Richmond Organ Enthusiasts

Club is still very much in existance,
even though the organization oper
ates openly under their new title—
Virginia Theatre Organ Society.
Retention of the long-standing name
was suggested by the club attorney
due to the recently obtained tax
exempt status and other Internal
Revenue Service records that would
have to be changed should the origi
nal name be removed from official
papers.

According to Miles Rudisill, Jr.,
immediate past president of the
Society, another reason for retaining
the ROEC label was to forestall its
use by any other group which
obviously could lead to confusion in
the future.

BACK ISSUES NOW
AVAILABLE—SEE AD

ON PAGE 28
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Hotel Organ To Get Combo Action 77ie Solo Side
."•"•SAaH

Organman Terry Hochmuth, of
Hochmuth-Stankey Pipe Organs,
New Lennox, Illinois, will be in
Albuquerque shortly after the first of
May to begin installation of a Peter
son solid state combination action
boasting four memories, no less, on
the console. He has recently com
pleted rebuilding the original pneu
matic action boxes which will be
reinstalled before the Peterson unit is
wired in.
"There is a total of 75 pistons on

the console, taking in all divisionsal
and generals, etc.," Hockmuth said.
"Each one of them with everything
wiD have four separate and individ
ual memories, totalling 300 pistons.
I guess that should be enough," he
added. The organ will also have a
digital replay system installed.

Taking Wurlitxer Along
When he goes to New Mexico,

Hochmuth will take along a 2/7
rebuilt Wurlitzer which will be
placed in storage. It eventually will
be installed in Albuquerque. He will
cdso work on a three-manual resi
dence organ in Houston while in the
Southwest.

Why He's Selling Out
"I've been beseiged with inquiries

why 1 am selling all my organ mate
rial. It's simple enough—I'm run
ning out of room for everything—
and —I've located a complete,
absolutely mint condition Wurlitzer
that 1 bought for myself. So, I have
to dispose of all the ranks and com
ponents I've been collecting all these
years for the "perfect" organ. Some
times it's kind of like cutting off an
arm or something because I've
spent so much time gathering it all
in.

"The new instrument will be a
3/18, installed in a studio incorpo
rating a Peterson solid state relay,
combination action, digital replay
system, etc.," he concluded.

a

CLASSIC CONSOLE retains Roxy and Kimball decor which is a
reminder of the exciting days when this organ was played by the
famed Lew White, Emil Velazco and "Cass" Parmentier, to name but
three of the great silent-day artists. Final organist at the main console
was Texan Dr. Milton Page. When it was in the cavernous Roxy, the
five-decker was flanked on either side by two three-manual consoles.

ROBERT-MORTON 16-ft.
Orchestral Oboe

;»v

■ ^ '

A

FOUR BUSY WHISTLERS—left
to right—Fanfare Trumpet, Post
Horn, Trumpet and Orchestral
Oboe.

NEW TVz horsepower Spencer,
left, in relay room for the Fanfare CLASSIC RELAY—This is the Peterson relay for the Classic Hotel
Trumpet and Post Horn. Larger theatre organ in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Oi^anman Terry Hoch-
unit at right is a 5 horsepower muth will soon add a Peterson solid state combination action. At right
Spencer Orgoblo for the rest of can partially be seen one of four blowers that supply wind to the
the Solo chamber. instrument.,

IN THIS SOLO SIGHT, left to
right are the Post Horn, Fanfare
Trumpet, empty space awaiting
Trivo's Brass Trumpet and
Orchestral Oboe.

—The Console 5 May 1983—



Editor's Note—in 1972, Charles Molner of
Ontario, Calif., a very dedicated organ buff,
loaned The Console his file of the then defunct
Popular Homecraft Magazine, published in
1945, which contained die series "Pipe Organ
Building for the Amateur" by Troy W. Carney. A
concerted effort was made to determine how the
copyright was held fw fhe series, but without
success.

Filed away and forgotten until late last year
when several subsaibers expressed the desire
for more technical articles, it was then the fea
ture was recalled and taken out of its long time
storage.

There are approximately 22 pages of material
which will be published as they appeared in the
original craft magazine beginning with this issue.

IN SPITE of being very an
cient and at present very

common to civilized peoples,

the pipe organ is largely a mys

tery to the layman today, Ama
teurs wishing to build their own

instruments are at loss for a be

ginning. The literature on the
subject is scarce, and hardly
suited to the amateur's require
ments. There are two books,

however, which would be a

great aid to the beginner; the
first was written by Mark Wicks
in 1887, entitled "Organ Build
ing for Amateurs." Although out
of date on mechanism, this book

has a large number of ideas of

value to the amateur. The other

work is by Wedgwood, "Diction

ary of Organ Stops," and is de
scriptive of the many kinds of

tone and how produced.
For building an organ you

must be equipped with a few of
the commoner carpenter's tools,
a soldering set, average mechan

ical ability, some musical sense,

a great determination, and a
deaf ear for "authorities" on

the subject who say "It can't be
done."

The fascinating thing about
pipe organs is the fact that they
do not consistently follow any
one plan; and not one of them
will satisfy all of the critics. So,
like the manufacturers, the ama

teur must be a "free-lance," and

follow out his own ideas, guard-

Pipe ORGHfl

ing against both radicalism and

fogeyism.

The purpose of this series of

articles is to pass on a few ideas
to other amateurs which might

idicalism and

e ncourage / W

them to build /
an organ at /
home. In the I
present article I
will be de- \
scribed a \
working mod-
el of a chest ^
and pipe, and

later chapters " —
will give A 'pipe-organ i
further steps

ture disk. Notx
leading to the ter of the ma
building of a through these aj
-  . , , . block preaaed
fair sized in

strument.

The beginner is urged to build
the working model, as it will

test his ability as an organ build
er or at least, forecast such abil

ity. No great expense is in-

volved in building the model, so
no costly mistakes can occur,

this series of Every dimension given herein
n a few ideas is optional, and you need not
which might fear a slight departure from

those given. The main requisite

>_i ^ ̂  is neatness and care in the wood-
,y working, and the avoidance of

chips and dust in the assembled
work.

The function of the chest is

D  to admit wind to the pipe and
^  cut it off when desired. Fig. 1
P  shows the pipe mounted on the
W  chest, air being supplied by a
S  vacuum cleaner fan, and the ac-

g  tion operated from dry cells.
Fig. 2 is a view of the model

chest taken apart. All of the
C  wooden parts may be made of

white pine, straighi>grained and
—  seasoned. The leather (P) is

*  iH sheepskin, and should be soft

^  IB pliable, with a burnished
IB iiiii 0 r glazed|| finish on one

^  H W should be
B f ^ \ about 1/32

B ^ I may be ob-
^  vs/ I tainedat

/  t h e c o b-
R^

sectionFiG.3 through the

model,

A pipe-organ magnet shown in various positions.
At the right the cover is removed to show the arma
ture disk. Notice the two small holes near the cen
ter of the magnet. Air from the chest passes
through these and keeps the diaphragm on the pouch

block p' ressed up against the foot of the pipe.

which will aid in assembling it.
irged to build The wooden disc (W) is first
:1, as it will glued to the rough side of the
I organ build- leather at the middle. Then the
ast such abil- felt disc (F) is glued to the
pense is in- center on the opposite side


