Electronic Organ Engineer
Brings Out Better Pipe
Organ Tones In Juicers

Unknown to many organ buffs, except those who have had him
redesign their electronic organs for superior sound, Lee M. Sund-
strom, of Fillmore, Calif., has been getting high praise for his ability to

capture realistic pipe organ tones.

Some of the improvements he has
made in electronic organs:

Greatly improve the Vibrato sys-
tems by the proper application of not

See—ENGINEER—Page 22

Dennis James, Chicago
Symphony Program To Be

Aired Nationally

Dennis James and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra program,
presented late last year in Symphony Hall, will be broadcast in cities
throughout the United States during the week May 13 to 19. James

Anonymous Caller
Says Ohman Not
In Westwood

A rumored notation in The Con-
sole February story concerning clo-
sure of Mike Ohman's Creat
American Wind Machine prompted
an anonymous caller to deny that
Ohman would move his pizza
palace and Whurlitzer to the college
town in West Los Angeles—which
is better known as Westwood
Village.

Published only as a rumor that he
was planning such a move after
leaving the Reseda address, Ohman
said he did not entertain the idea and
that it was purely the figment of
someone’s imagination.

Asked if he knew who might be
planning such an installation,
Ohman said it could be a group in
Pasadena. He based this on the fact
that he had sold them a large organ
console. Questioned about their
identity, he said sale of the console
to the group was contingent on not
divulging names of the purchasers.

Concerning his own plans to
reopen in another location, Ohman
noted that he has several places
under consideration but will not dis-
cuss anything until he has a signed
contract to start installation of the
organ. While in storage the organ
will be given several new ranks.
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Snow Subs For
Baker At Concert

Nick Snow, of Butler, Penn., was
called to substitute for famed Don
Baker Saturday night, March 19th
at Keystone Oaks High School in
South Hills, Pittsburgh. Baker was
struck with sudden illness and in
cancelling his performance recom-
mended Snow be asked to play in his
place.

Both Baker and Snow had played
dedicatory concerts on the Keystone
QOaks Wurlitzer five years ago.
Snow has been playing concerts for
several years and was quickly
requested to fill in for the ailing orga-
nist by officials of Pittsburgh Area
Theatre Organ Society, sponors of
the event.

The substitute artist’s program
was enthusiastically applauded by
the more than 500 concert-goers

See—SNOW —Page 7

Whitney Morton Sale
Nixed By Cash Lack

A report that the Lorin Whitney
Recording Studio Robert-Morton
theatre organ was sold is partially
true, it was learned this month. The
famed instrument had been sold for
$40,000 to an individual, but was
cancelled when money problems
made it impossible for the buyer to
raise the amount of cash needed for
the transaction.

was soloist for the Handel Organ
Concerto No. 13 inF, the Cuckoo
and the Nightengale, and as
continuo organist for the
oratorio Isreael In Egypt, also by
Handel.

Some of the metropolitan stations
airing the program are: Chicago—
WFMT 98.7, Sunday, May 15,
1pm; Los Angeles—KFAC 92.7,
Saturday, May 14, 5pm;
Phoenix—KHEP 101.5, Sunday,
May 15, 4pm; Denver—KVOD
99.5, Wenesday, May 18, 8pm;
Hartford—WPBH 91.1, Sunday,
May 15, 7:30pm; Miami—WTMI
93.1, Tuesday, May 17, 9pm;
Atlanta—WABE 90.1, Monday,
May 16, 8:30pm; Honolulu—
KHPR 88.1, Wednesday, May 18,
8pm; Indianapolis—WIAN 90.1,
Tuesday, May 17, 9pm.

Information for all FM stations
airing this program may be obtained
free of charge by calling Dean Grier,
Director of Media at (800) 621-
0370. lllinois residents call (800)
972-7204.

James In Australia
From April 1st through 11th,
See—JAMES—Page 22

The Sight of Sound

Medico Disclaims Any
Part Of Wurly Healing

by Don Keilhack
Dr. John Dapolito, in whose home Wurlitzer organ music was
recorded as an experiment to help cure herpes, has asked that to
(1)—prevent anyone from developing false hope about a cure, and
(2)-to remove any possible idea that he is associated with the experi-

;

- PACKED HO

USE—General (though somewhat dim) view of the

crowd attending the final night at The Great American Wind
Machine, Saturday April 2. During the final weeks of operation it is
reported the pizza parlor was well attended.

MORE WIND MACHINE
NEWS & PHOTOS
ON PAGE 5

ment has asked that the following
explanation be given.

Dr. Dapolito had no knowledge
that the herpes article would be pub-
lished, but since it was, and because
of his profession, he would like to
make it clear that he had nothing to
do with the research project himself,
and in no way endorses it, or can
even comment on it.

This was also true of his wife,

See—HERPES—Page 22

May 7th. Appearing with
will be Ray Thurshy, Program
Chairman of Los Angeles Thea-

tre Organ Society.



In the tradition of grand hotels,
The Classic combines contemporary
comforts and refined personal
service for its Albuquerque
guests.Now home of the
¢ York Roxy Theatre
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~ Musical Director
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HOCHMUTH-STANKEY
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LATOS Meet Has Revelations—

Fine Music-Norman’s Resignation

Members of Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society who attended their
general meeting at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium March 27 learned several
unusual facts during the afternoon session.

First they were treated to a mini-concert by Del Castillo, who was asked
to play in recognition of his coming ninetieth birthday on April 2. From this
they learned that Del is quite an excellent composer.

Last they learned and accepted 'matter-of-fact’ the resignation of their

Chairman, Tom Norman.

In between they learned that their organization is well heeled—to the tune
of $94,369.07, and that there are 457 members—243 full status (ATOS),
and 214 Foto (Friends of Theatre Organ).

Unveiled was the fact that 20 of
the 81 members who purchased
bonds to help their Society out of a
tight money spot, and were repaid
recently, contributed their bond
money to LATOS for use either in
the scholarship fund, Barton fund,
or just for the Society general opera-
tions bank account.

Disclosure of the Barton fund
reaching $30,000 was disclosed
next along with information about
nstallation of the instrument in the
Wilshire Ebell Theatre.

Del's mini-concert was a presen-
tation of music composed by himself
from his silent film accompaniment
days in eastern theatres. Many of
the selections were of the ’salon’
type—bright, light and cheerful and
conveying to his audience a “movie
palace feeling”. Del noted that this
type of music was often played by
organists during intermission peri-
ods in theatres.

Several of his compositions were
used by the late Arthur Fiedler and
the Boston Pops Orchestra. In fact,
Del conducted the Pops on invita-
tion of Fiedler,

Norman's resignation did not
create much of a stir. He came to the
speakers’ stand toward the close of
the meeting and spoke to the
members about the previous admin-
istration and the fact he had to
assume the chairmanship when

Frank Babbitt suffered a heart

attack. Noting that he has served
over a year in that position, he
alluded to the present board stating
that they seemingly were well
grounded in Society affairs, At this
juncture he explained that he felt he
could not contribute anything
further and was, therefore resigning.
Calling on Ralph Sargent, Vice-
Chairman, he asked him to take
charge and finish the meeting.

Although there had been more
than rumors floating around about
threatened resignation by last year's
board, depending upon the outcome
of the election of officers for 1983,
the threat never materialized. This
made Norman's resignation some-
thing of a surprise except for two
facts: he had been restricted by the
present board in his letter writing,
which possibly contributed to his
decision to drop out; and he is cur-
rently involved in a commercial
travel tour arrangement dealing with
ATOS which would be contrary to
holding office. He had been cauti-
oned previously about linking com-
mercial enterprise with ATOS-
sponsored functions when another
tour arrangement involved the
organization.

LATOS Not Involved

San Diego Chapter ATOS pub-

lished an announcement in their

Concluded In 4th Column

gs N A
STEAMING—Castro Point’s live steamer, a part of the Castro Point
Museum, near San Francisco, is shown operating on the track belong-
ing to the musuem. Train operates first Sunday of every month from
11am to 4pm. No charge is made for riding, but donations are
accepted and used for further restoration work and maintenance. The
ruseum will be open during ATOS National Convention in the Bay
rea.

WIND IN THE GALVANIZED—
STEAM ON STEEL

Live Steamer— Museum
Attractions For Rail Nuts
Attending ATOS Fester

For some inexplicable reason, pipe organing and railroading seem
to go hand-in-hand. Conventioneers attending San Francisco’s Big ‘83
Organ Festival, who are also railroad nuts, can have several rail
adventures in Northern California. One is included in the River City
Encore in Sacramento.

Live sleamer fans can sightsee the Castro Point Railway Museum,
where, each first Sunday of each month from 1lam to 4pm at Molate
Beach Park in Richmond, live steamers are operated. There is no charge for
rides, but donations are accepted and used for further restoration work.

"RECORDED"” MUSIC—During his mini-concert for Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Scociety March 27 at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium,
which was comprised of music composed by him entirely, Del Castillo
said he had lost the sheet music for one selelction, but would play it
from the Red Seal 78rpm record he put on the music rack. It was a
platter by the Boston Pops playing the composition. —Zimfoto

And for the insatiable, after the
conclave, the Sierra Railroad round-
house at Jamestown, in the High
Sierras, may still house a roster of
old steamers, plus interesting yard
sights.

For ship fanciers San Francisco
Bay abounds in a world wide variety
of sailing vessels.

And for those who just like to sit
back, view a very cosmopolitan
town from way up high, there’s the
"sipping space” at the top of the

ark.

For the practical, theatre organs
are everywhere and there's no doubt
they will be enjoyed. That, of
course, is the main reason for com-
ing to the City Beside The Golden
Gate July 1st through 6th.

Official Hotel is the Sheraton
Palace with rooms priced at $55 for
singles—$65 for doubles. Conven
tion registration is $135, banquet
$25, Sacramento River City Encore
$35. For those paying prior to June
1st, registration is $125. If flying
from a distant city, United Airlines is
offering "guaranteed savings” if
their friendly flying machines carry
your body.

Artists to be heard—Tom Hazel-
ton, Lyn Larsen, Warren Lubich,

Jonas Nordwall, Donna Parker,
Dave Quinlan, Walt Strony, Dave
Reese, Larry Vannucci, Bill Thom-
son, Bob Vaughn, Jim Roseveare
and Jim Riggs. Rex Koury and Emil

Martin will be featured in
Sacramento.
Organs to be heard-Avenue

Theatre, 3/15 Wourlitzer; Castro
Theatre, 4/anywhere from 13 to 26
Wourlitzer; Cinema 21, 2/6 Robert-
Morton; Empress Theatre, 2/6
Wourlitzer; Paramount Qakland,
4/27 Wurlitzer; Grand Lake Thea-
tre, 3/7 Hybrid; Serramonte Pizza,
3/15 Wourlitzer; Pizza & Pipes
(Redwood City), 4/23 Whurlitzer. In
Sacramento it will be the Fair Oaks
Clubhouse and Arden Pizza and
Pipes Wurlitzers.

LATOS—frorn 2nd column

April newsletter,Posthorn, advising
members that an invitation has been
issued by Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society to join a pre-
convention Hawaii holiday. This is
believed to be one of Norman's tour
arrangements and does not involve
the Los Angéles Society. It is under-
stood a letter was sent to San Diego
officials advising them of the fact.

—The Console 3 April 1983 —



BRITISH news From

Museumland

Spring has sprung and all that
jolly old nonsense...well the
garden is aprouting daffodils and
roses appear to be stirring—and if
you've a mind, there is plenty of
activity in the cinema organ
world.

In the midlands area of England,
Turner's Musical Merry-Go-Round,
just outside Northampton, COS
member Nigel Turner is creating his
museum with cafes, dances, and a
line-up of organ concerts including
his own resident organist young
Nicholas Martin.

Incredibly it’s all hoped to open at
the end of April.

The organ, | have mentioned
before, is the quite splendid 3/19
Wurlitzer BAL 4 Style that once
thrilled and shimmered in the bveau-
tiful old Paramount cinema
Newcastle-on-Tyne in northeast
England.

London's only evening news-
paper, The Standard carried a piece
in its finacial pages: "Money on the
Merry-Go-Round. What sort of
price earnings multiple should be att-
ached to a Wurlitzer organ? What
could be the cash flow from a full-
size 80-year-old carousel?” part of it
read.

A financing group have put
£150,000 into Nigel and Sue
Turner's venture. [t said that
Turner, who runs garden/nursery
centres, has an excellent track
record as a businessman. Let's hope
the organ fans will back him up.
According to the line-up of console

stars, and with an organ like that he
ought to. Museums are just the
thing, it seems, as this nostalgia is of
course doing us organ fiends a lot of
good, thankfully.

A Second One

Also in the midlands oft the A425
road between Leamington Spa and
Daventry, Graham Whitehead has
converted an old chapel into a most
fascinating museum that has
attracted wide interest in the media,
not to say organ fans.

On two levels, the lower floor
houses a fine collection of assorted
goodies impeccably restored by he
and his team. Goodies like a 1913
Hupfeld Orchestrion with 'Motion
Picture’; a Tomaso Barrel Piano,
the thing that cockney Londoners
always mcorrectly call a barrel
organ; a Mills Violano Virtuoso of
1910; a Popper Happy Jazz Band
of 1920 from Germany; a Wurlitzer
Juke Box of the illuminated variety
from 1942; a Weber Unika Orches-
trion of 1920 vintage; and, getting
larger, a Decap Dance organ from
Belgium; and a Wurlitzer photo-
player organ, possibly the only one
in the U.K. Found derelict in Troy,
Ohio, it has been restored by Paul
Camps, a clever organ technician.

Nestling amongst these delightful
automata is the immaculate console
of the Compton organ, complete as
most organs here, with a gleaming
colour change illuminated console.

Upstairs on the next floor is a
delightful cinema complete with
proper lighting and projection boot-
h.It's hardly surprising as the owner

MUSEUM OWNERS Sue and Nigel Turner stand in front bf their
3/19 Wurlitzer which is installed at their Musical Merry-Go-Round
near Northampton.

—The Console 4 April 1983 —

Museum Brochure

Frank Holland’s Musical
Museum at Brentford, Middlesex,
England has two colorful brochures
describing the collection of musical
instruments. One is devoted entirely
to the three-manual Wurlitzer for-
merly installed in the Regal Theatre,
Kingston-upon-Thames. The other
has descriptive information and
color photos of some of the instru-
ments on display.

Holland has a 12-rank AEolian
Duo-Art pipe organ, fully restored,
which was donated by HM Ganges
Naval Boys’ Training Establish-
ment when it closed in 1970. He is
interested in obtaining Duo-Art rolls
for the instrument and may be con-
tacted by writing him at the
museun, 368 High Street, Brent-
ford, Middlesex, TWS8-OBD,
England.

was a cinema projectionist in several
famous houses in the midlands.

The box is complete, as all major
cinema boxes with a Brenograph
effects machine—this one from my
own local super cinema the Dream-
land, Margate, Kent,because the
cinema was twinned and the
machine wasn't needed. [tis Napton
Museum of Mechanical Music's
gain.

The museum'’s cinema has com-
fortable super cinema seats and
lights and here the clever trick when
they want to feature the organ for a
filmshow or concert—the console
downstairs in the museum rises on a
lift emerging in proper true fashionin
the orchestra pit up to stage level! A
neat idea and one I haven't come
across myself yet.

The organ has had a checkered
career, It started life in sedate Hove,
next to Brighton, Sussex in the
Granada Cinema. James Swift
opened the job, a mere 2/5, in
1933. By 1936 ABC had bought
the Granada and removed the
organ, added a third manual,
extended the Tuba, added a Melo-
tone unit and re-installed it in an
even larger new cinema, the Regal
they were just opening in Hammers-
mith, West London.

See—BRITISH NEWS—Page 21
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Wind Machine Winds Up
Playing To Packed House

As it had for the past month at least, The Great American Wind Machine
on Reseda Blvd., in Reseda, Calif. played to a packed house the final night
of operation, April 2nd. There were those who wanted to hear Candi Carley
and the Wurlitzer for the final time. Others were there knowing it would be
the last evening they could spend hearing Wurlitzer music while enjoying

food and drink.

Not only did the crowd enjoy
Candi Carley, Mike Ohman took a
turn at the console; Tony Wilson,
who once was a regular staffer, was
on hand to play; and even Ohman'’s
assistant, Steve Graydon took a turn
at the four decker. Surprisingly,
many of the regular customers were
not aware he could play. But he did
one number and departed.

In one sense it was a gala evening
because the entertainment was var-
ied and almost continuous. On the
other hand it was a sad occasion
knowing it was a finale’. But as
Ohman told the crowd, "With a
dark period denoting the passage of
time, the Great American Wind
Machine again will blossom forth
somewhere.”

In his next breath he scorned the
rumors that have been flying around
since it was learned the lease on the
building would not be renewed and
he would have to quit. "Why all
these rumors should be given cre-
dence is surprising. All everyone has
to do is wait for an announcement—
when we will be back in business
again at another location.” This
refuted the 'positive rumor’ that
Ohman planned to open in West-
wood Village which had been circu-
lating for several weeks.

Theatre Organ Needs New Blood
Get The Young To Join ATOS

ROGER—The Balloon-A-Gram
man, President of Clown Club,
was on hand for the Wind
Machine finale’. His name was
never revealed, but a business
card he handed out listed (213)
343-7368 as the number to call
for 'Fun-Tastic Parties’.

Smith Recording
At Dickinson

Organist Dick Smith is slated to
record the Dickinson High School
Kimball organ during late March or
early April. It is expected the album
will be available for release at the
Dickinson Qctober concert, accord-
ing to a news item appearing in Vox
Humana,the Dickinson newsletter.

CANDI CARLEY talks with one of her fans during rest break at Great

e i

American Wind Machine on the final night of operation.

EATING UP THE PROFITS—
Mike and Sheri Ohman bite into
their pizzas during the evening.
In fact, Mike was observed pack-
ing away piece after piece of
pizza when he wasn’t busy doing
something else.

TONY WILSON plays "Wendy’
for the final time. He was one of
the regular staff members at one
time.

BARTENDER Steve Graydon
surprised everyone with his con-
sole technique at the Wind
Machine. Few knew he played.

Landon Book To
Be Published

Dr. John Landon's massive
volume on theatre organs and orga-
nists has been accepted for publica-
tion, it was learned early this month.
The History of the Theatre Pipe
Organ includes international cover-
age of the instrument. Preface for
the book was written by the late Reg-
inal Foort, internationally known
theatre organist. Over 330 individu-
als, companies and institutions con-
tributed information.

Landon’s first chapter, in the orig-
inal draft, which is an introcution to
the theatre pipe organ, credits Tho-
mas L. Talley, of Los Angeles, for
adapting the new musical medium of
musical accompaniment to silent
pictures—the pipe organ. "In 1905
Talley built a theatre in Los Angeles
specifically for film presentation. He
had in mind a theatre which would
charge only a modest admission (10
cents) but which would be a quality
house, deluxe in every way.” Tal-
ley’s idea was scoffed at by other
exhibitors, but it turned out to be a
huge success.

Landon noted that "in a very real
sense, the organ changed the
movies and the movies changed the
organ.” From this point on the
author developes his book and cov-
ers the entire spectrum of theatre
organ—from organist’s schools to
organ builders.

Publication date for the book was
not learned.

Kilburn State
Organ Saved

One of Great Britain’s famous
Wourlitzer theatre pipe organs, the
Kilburn State’s four manual job, is
apparently headed for use again,
according to information published
in the Kilburn Times, the local area
newspaper. In January the Brent
Council refused permission for the
famous instrument to be removed
from the former Kilburn State
Cinema, and installed in 2 museum
in Northampton. Mr. H. Lorrance,
who wanted to exhibit the organ,
was told that he should have had
permission to remove the console,
but that retrospective consent would
be given provided the console was in
temporary safe storage, and would
not be used elsewhere, or otherwise
adapted or altered.

A Kilburn State Action Commit-
tee is in existence, and said to have
plans for organ recitals, in a com-
munity arts and leisure complex in
the building.

LOADS OF MUSIC

Springfield, II.—W. W. Watts,
owner of the Vaudette Theatre,
installed a large pipe organ in his
house recently. In addition he has a
four-piece orchestra and a grand
piano to play the accompaniment
for his pictures. From—Moving Pic-

ture World, May 11, 1912,
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