
Two Factions Vie
For Saving Theatre

Chicago's endangered movie palace, The Chicago, now has two
adoptive parents fighting over control of its destiny, a destiny, as
stated by weekly Vonecy, "yet unsure"

Since its incorporation in 1978,

Cthe Chicago Theatre Trust has been
promoting the importance of saving
the huge ornate theatre. Now, the
new kid on the street, Chicago
Movie Center Corporation, backed
by the influential City Club of Chi
cago, wants to take over saving the
house.

Late last month CTT unveiled its
master plan for the theatre and Page
Building next door. This month the
new group opened their campaign to
take over preservation activities.
While publicly deferential to each
other, the two groups or members of
them make no bones about their dis
like for each other, according to Var
iety's story. "The CTT considers the
City Club an opportunistic Johnny-
come-lately. The City Club consid
ers the CTT a musty bunch of
fuddy-duddies without a snowball's
chance in the nether regions,"

Larry Horist, who heads the new
group, made it plain that the City
Club of Chicago has a high-powered
and ambitious plan, plus the power,
connections and ulitmately the
money to carry it off.
There are shortcomings to both

plans, according to each of the
adversaries—CTT notes CCC is
keeping an elaborate fantasy in the
eiir in the hope that a developer will
take it on. They say their gradual
approach is the only one that's going

See—CHICAGO, Page 10

It's A Boy!
Organist Rosemary Bailey has

presented the organ world with a
fledgling artist—an eight-pound,
14-ounce boy.
He was born March 1st at 7:03

and in addition to being hefty, he:
. measured 22 inches in length. His
future seems almost assurred—hisn
Grandmother Rose was a wdl-f
known Chicago theatre organist and ;
his maw, of course, aun't no gal to^
take a back seat when it comes to:
organ benches.

Rosonary's husband, Joe Inter-
lande died last June of complications
following surgery. They had been
married three years.

In private life she has been operat
ing and serving as hostess of the
restaurant started by her husband,
Lombardo's Chicago Stuffed Pizza,^
in Fountain Valley, Calif.

Fellow Organist-Friend Tom
Sheen tried to suggest to Rosemary^
that if she could bring the young 'un.
in March 2nd, instead of the first,
they could henceforth have a single.
party for both because his natal day
just happened to come up at that
time.

rome Hired
To Assess Space
Ken Crome, Los Angeles organ-

builder, flew to Mansfield, Ohio this
month as consultant for the owners
of the former Mansfield Theatre
which is being restored as a perform
ing arts center. He was hir^ to sur
vey chamber space in the theatre
that formerly housed a Kimball
organ and make recommendations
regarding installation and acquisi-

See—CROME, Page 10

DON'S IN FRANCES—Don Meyers, who happened to be playing the
Seattle Paramount Wurlitzer when film officials were inspecting the
theatre to Rim part of the feature picture Frances, was hired to play
the organ for it. His scene lasted but a short time, and he is shown
above as he prepared to play following scene identification with title
and 'clacker' sound board.
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HERCULES RE-INCARNATE

Carter Back In Limelight-
Will Play Filmex, Rail Shows
Almost two months to the day following his open heart surgery at

St. Vincent's Hospital in Los Angeles, indomitable Gaylord—now
known to many as 'Hercules'—Carter is off and chasing again. This
time he is playing the accompaniment for all but one of the Los
Angeles Film Festival Filmex silent Rim presentations in several
locations, plus the annual railroad show at San Gabriel Civic
Auditorium.

Silent photoplays are scheduled April 14,15,17,22,23 and 29 at the Los
Angeles County Museum Bing Theatre. Each performance on these days
starts at 1pm. The screenings will be the Emst Lubitsch series.

Thursday, April 14 at 6pm in the El Rey Theatre on Wilshire Blvd., he
will accompany The Informer. The performance on Saturday, April 16,
also at the El Rey, will have another organist to accompany Blackmail
since Carter will be playing San Gabriel Civic that night.
He returns to Filmex Tuesday, April 26 at 7pm in the Four Star Theatre,

also on Wilshire Blvd., to accompany silents that will be presented during
the evening which is designated Treasures from the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences Archives.

See—HERCULES, Page 10

Convention Prices Posted!
It's now official. ATOS Convention registration, if made before

June Ist, is $125. After that date the cost goes up $10 to $135. The
banquet charge is $25 per person, and the Encore event in Sacra
mento has a price tag of $35 on it.
Convention Headquarters is the Hotel Sheraton Palace, on Market

Street. Accomodations are: $65 doubles, $55 singles.
Convention dates are July Ist through 5th. Watt^ for the complete

program of events to be published next month.

Del Castillo

Reaching 90!
Lloyd G. Del Castillo, better

known as 'Del CastiUo' in recent
years, will celebrate his ninetieth
birthday on April 2nd, and notes he
will barely have time out from his
busy concert schedule to observe the
event.

The famed organist, who was one
of Paramount Publix leading artists
appearing in Boston, Buffalo and
New York City, also operated his
own theatre organ school during the

See—CASTILLO, page 10

L.A. Organ
Club Going Out
Of Business
Los Angeles Organists Breakfast

Club this month voted to close its
operation and award remaining club
funds to three organ societies for
their scholarship funds.
Amid acrimonious debate

whether the club should continue or
disband, the final vote to close up by
the official committee was eight for
dissolution and one to continue. The

See—L A CLUB, Page 10

Olivera Date In
Pasadena, May 20

Hector Olivera will appear in
concert at Pasadena Civic Audit
orium May 20th. The date was

; changed and ticket holders with
tickets dated otherwise do not
need to exchange them.
Good seats are still available

for this single performance. Pri
ces are $6, $7 and $8.50. They
are available at Civic box office or
Mutual Ticket Agencies.
The program is being spon

sored by Los Angeles Theatre
:Ch^an Society.
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In Memoriam
Theatre organ enthusiasts all

over the world were saddened
learn of the death of veteran ATOS
leader, Allen W. Rossiter, 60, who
died November 16, 1982 after a ^HH^P
long illness. A former National Vice-
President of ATOS and a National
Director for many years, he was Hj^HF
widely known for his continual ^ ̂
efforts on behalf of the theatre organ -|B
movement in the northeastern Uni-
ted States, particularly in the forma- W—w
tion and development of New York
Theatre Organ Society, ATOS'
chartered chapter for greater metro- pBjjBV ̂ . JBHB||
politan New York area, including
suburban counties in New York
State and Northern New Jersey. MSHyP*^ ^

Until his health began to fail, Ros-
siter had spent practically cill his
waking hours on theatre organ Bj^^BBg
activities (although he did occasion- BB flBEgS^B
ally slip away to play the baroque ^^BB^BB
classics on a recorder with a local Allen W. Rossiter
New Jersy quartet). He had been ■
interested in music and electronics Society that the Schober console in
since his early ham radio days in his tiny apcutment living room was
Boonton, N. J. where his family piled so high with Society paperwork
moved a few months after his birth in that nobody could get near the intru-
New York City. ment to play it for about 20 years.
Those interests culminated in his Rossiter was particularly proud of

building what was thought to be the his contining role as financial super-
first Schober electronic theatre visor to the Society's popular series
organ ever assembled in a hobnby- of Sunday morning concert meet-
ist's home. It was characteristic of ings at Radio City Music Hall. He
Rossiter's devotion to the business loved greeting the yawning, half-
affairs of New York Theatre Organ asleep crowds as they came in the

Cable TV Seems Hermes Corrects
To Be Dimming January Reprint

Cable TV promoters apparently Fred Hermes owner ol the bye-
are becoming a disappearing breed
and the thought that this medium jnstalled m the Michigan Theatre,
would cause the closing of motion Detroit,issued the following correc
picture theatres has been given tion on the Murtagh/Wurlitzer arti-
another look. Cable tycoons cle reprinted from Science and
believed that with the recession peo- Moention mogazrne which m itsdf
pie would stay at home, trimming was incorrect. The feature appe^
their entertainment budgets becasue ^ the January 83 issue of I he
of reduced financial circumstances.
They learned thai during times ol .. "There was no T.b.a Plena m the

recession, cabin lever prompts the Michigan Theatre '■ve-manual
public to get out ol the house and Wurly unless you consider the shinlooklorentertainmentelesewhereto bone of the'wild ass who removed
forget their troubles. Escapism the organ. One guess who removed
doesn't count in the budget if it lifts
cares and troubles, even for a short

—p ■■ PRESENTING
CtUniYCi KQaiation \i7i?cxi7dm ccnri?

Latest invention in pedal WbS 1 tKIN r 11IL
boards—it was reported in 1909— Amateur Organists Association
is one called the Spherical. It has the Internahonal will present its western
ususal radiation toifh the concatiify organ extravaganza May 20-21-
each way, enabling the organist to 22-23 in Phoenix, Arizona at the
reach any note without awkward Hyatt Hotel An After Happening is
motions. The first one to be intro- also featured for the event. Com-
duced was in the Beecher Memorial plete information is available by
Organ at Elmira, New York. writing AOAl, 7720 Morgan

Needler's In The News Again!
National ATOS Director/Central Indiana Chapter President Tim

Needier is back in the news again this month in his capacity as a concert
organist. This time Needier nipped up to Chicago to play a dual perfor
mance with John Weissrock at the Deerpath Theatre on its 3/10 Oenevc
for Chicago Area Chapter ATOS. Last month he was busy in Indianapolis
keeping his own constituency happy by playing a concert for them.

golden doors at Sam and to settle
accounts with the Music Hall box
office treasurer; but, as shy as he
was about most public appearances,
he was always pleased when Claud
Beckham called him out from
behind the massive gold contour
curtain to announce the morning's
attendance figures from the great
Music Hall stage.

Of all his theatre organ activities,
which included attending most
national ATOS, as well as regional
mini-convention eind fesbvals, Ros
siter attached most importance to
his key role in financial planning and
administration for the 1970 Fabu
lous Fifteenth ATOS Convention,
an extravaganza that ran day and
night for nine days with a budget
that exceeded $30,000.

Attending Union College in Sche-
nectady but briefly, he was called
into service with the U. S. Navy as a
radio technician during World War
II. Following his release he joined
the technical service staff of the Bur
roughs Corporation for computer
diagnostics and service. He retired
from that firm about two and one-
half years before his death.

He is survived by his mother,
Mrs. Isabel Rossiter, and his sister,
Mrs. Edith Boon.

His efforts and his friendship will
be sorely missed in the theatre organ
world.

Ave.So., Minneapolis, Minn.
55423.
Theatre Organ Needs New Blood
Get The Young To Join ATOS

DTOS Planning
Flea Market Deal

Members of John Dickinson
Theatre Organ Society are making
preliminary plans to sponsor a Flea
Market to raise funds for the organi
zation which would be used in con
tinuing work on the Kimball organ
installed in John Dickinson
Auditorium.

David Hamilton To
Judge Contest

British Organist David Hamilton
will be one of two adjudicators for
the Three J's Theatre Organ and
Entertainment Centre's Northern
Young Theatre Organist of the Year
Contest at West End, Gomersal,
May 7th.

Contestants will be youngsters
from 12 to 16 years of age. Each
entrant must A)—play a selection
from a musical show, played from a
piano copy and adapted for organ;
B)—a march or piece of light classi
cs music; C)—a piece of music of
the contestant's own choice; D)—a
simple sight-reading test.

British Club Ups
Subscription Fee

Great Britain's Cinema Organ
Society has increased subscription
of its Newsletter and Quarterly pub
lications to $20 annually beginning
January 1st, it was announced by
Anthony Hingley, treasurer.
Increased publication and postage
costs were responsible for the new
price.

MODEL BUILDER—Edward Mitlington Stout, III, is not only an
expert organ technician/builder, but a model maker as well. To show
one client how he would install a pipe organ in an auditorium. Stout
built this cutaway model of the building to show chamber placement
on each side of the proscenium arch. Pipework was in the form of
cutout sections of cardboard placed in position in the four chamber
areas. The model was 'discovered' during a visit to Stout's San Fran
cisco shop and brought out for photographing.
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FANTASY—DREAM—OR REALITY—
IT'S THE STUFF PLANS ARE MADE OF

Tangletvood Of The West,or
The Mighty In The Mesquite
May Be In Offing

Picture a semi-desert region with a backdrop of Alp-high San Jacinto
mountains (in back of which lies famed Palm Springs) in which may
someday be found a music center orbiting around one, possibly two pipe
organs. It will be dedicated to organ buffs—neophytes, intermediates,
advanced—who will spend an unspecified amount of time attending classes
in all phases of organeering. This possibly will include organ building,
installation, maintenance, study of organ literature, practice, instruction in
the finer points of organ playing, attending concerts by famous artists.

All of this may occur in a smaU town in Southern California approxi
mately 80 miles southeast of Los Angeles, in Hemet. The village already
has achieved theatrical fame for its annual Ramona Pageant—a play of
early California. -

Into this area two organ buffs are
dreaming of further enhancing :
Hemet's fame. They are Bonnie and
Tullio Ciauri. In theatre organ cir- S
cles Bonnie is better known as Bon- m
nie Carette, owner of a two-manual E
Wurlitzer, which she has installed in - E
her Palm Springs home, and the ^
former Seattle Fifth Avenue Theatre
four-manual Robert-Morton,which
is in storage. -

Recently married, the couple now
reside most of the time in Hemet and —— ./r ! ;H
plan to purchase a large plot of j
ground. The expanse of real estate I j '
provides the germ of an idea which Vi '// . ;.H|
was related to The Console in a let- — ■ jHter renewing their subscription for j ::||g
"My husband and I are both ama- -_v /- 1

teur organists—electronic and pipe. -
I think Tullio has a 'recording ear' |0
and memory on par with Korla Pan- j
dit and Candi Carley. He plays by - pf jp^/ ^
ear in the two black keys of Db and ,' f i/-*.
Gb. I find it difficult to think in those '
keys, so it's difficult to play duets. IfWijli. '> I' .WUxilii-il'l''-'-
But we're working on it.^ "In^case you're interest^, Nellie ^
ciphers regularly on Eb on the
Orchestral Oboe. Yes, she needs — ^ ,
work and we have accepted the fact '''
that pipie organs need constant ' ■ ... ..t"
maintenance. And, believe me, that MILWAUKEE'S National Thea-
maintenance can amount to a bun- tre was the original home of the
die. Too bad we're not organ Barton organ now being installed
technicians in the Wilshire Ebell Theatre,

But we love her dearly and have Los Angeles, by Los Angeles
hopes and dreams of moving her to Theatre Organ Society. In its
Hemet where we live most of the original home the organ had ten
time. After the Palm Springs home ranks. It was enlarged by two
IS sold we plan to install Nellie in our ranks for a pizza parlor,
music center in the Valle Vista area ■■
of Hemet on two and one-half acres If our new, planned music center
we are planning to purchase. brings as much joy and entertain-
'The Seattle Music Hall 4m/l 6r ment to lovers of organ music as the

Robert-Morton organ, which is Palm Springs studio, we will con-
stored in a nearby warehouse, sider our efforts worii it. Oijy the
except for the console which is rest- Center must bring in money for a
ing in the Palm Springs studio, may change. The two organs must pay
figure in our plans. I can say the for themselves."
keydesk, which has been refinished Such are the dreams of two organ
in mahogany, is gorgeous and buffs. It could be the basis of an
dwarfs the Wurlitzer console. organ-ized colony sprouting up in
"We still have dreams and hopes. Hemet!

MILWAUKEE'S National Thea
tre was the original home of the
Barton organ now being installed
in the Wilshire Ebell Theatre,
Los Angeles, by Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society. In its
original home the organ had ten
ranks. It was enlarged by two
ranks for a pizza parlor.

If our new, planned music center
brings as much joy and entertain
ment to lovers of organ music as the
Palm Springs studio, we will con
sider our efforts wori it. Only the
Center must bring in money for a
change. The two organs must pay
for themselves."
Such are the dreams of two organ

buffs. It could be the basis of an
organ-ized colony sprouting up in
Hemet!

Arson Caused
Compton Loss
Loss of the Compton theatre pipe

organ which was installed in Powis
Academy, Aberdeen, Scotland, and
destroyed by fire last November
22nd was due to arson, it was
reported in the February issue of The
Cinema Organ Society Newsletter.
The fire, which completely des

troyed the auditorium and organ
was set by one of the 16-year-old
students. He has been apprehended
by the police.

Originally donated by an Aber
deen cinema, the 3/8 organ was
erected by teachers and pupils in
1967.
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Wire Service
Issues 5^1^ On
Organ Buff

Excellent publicity for theatre
organ was dished up by Associated
Press during February when the
news service released a lengthy
story about Doltin McAlpin, Stark-
ville, Miss.,attorney. He made a
name for himself several years
before becoming a barrister when he
recorded the 2/6 Robert-Morton
organ in the Baton Rouge, La.,
Paramount Theatre for Concert
Recording {Thoroughly Modern
Morton—Concert CR-0027) and
made it sound like a much larger
instrument. The album created quite
a stir in organ circles.
The story told about McAlpin's

career as a musician and how he
played in several symphony orches
tras, but became enamored of the
theatre pipe organ as a youngers in
Jackson, Miss. He attended the
Century Theatre and discovered the
organ console in the pit.
"His imagination was captured

by the multicolored stops, the key
boards and the giant pipes," the arti
cle noted. His local church organist
imparted a basic knowledge about
pipe organs and helped him learn to
play, although he never had a for
mal lesson. He did take piano les
sons through junior high and then
later turned to the cello.

While attending college in Baton
Rouge, he read in the local news
paper that the Paramount Theatre
was restoring its pipe organ which
would be used for the opening of the
musical film The Sound of Music.
McAlpin went to the theatre and

talked the manager into letting him
play. He was heard on weekends for
four years.
"My grades suffered, but I was

having the time of my life," he
recalled. His first Concert platter,
made during this time, sold 2,000
copies, it was reported in the story.
Today he continues to play tl^

organ, but not as a concert artist.

Peak Holiday
For Organists
An organ holiday in the High

Sierras has been scheduled April
29,30 and May 1 at the Hyatt Lake
Tahoe Hotel and will feature a series
of workshops, concerts and jam ses
sions. Concert artists will use Bald
win, Yamaha and Hammond
electronic organs.

Sponsored by Organ Holiday,
Inc., the three-day show costs $15
($6 daily rate). Reservations can be
made by sending a check to OHl,
P.O. Box 717, Diamond Springs,
Calif. 95619. Hotel reservations
must be made direct to Hyatt Lake
Tahoe, P.O. Box 3239, Incline Vil
lage, Nevada 89450. Singles and
doubles are $52 and reservations
must be received before March 28th
for these special rates.

BARTON BOXES AND CRATEIS are moved out of the warehouse in
La Mirada, Calif., where they were stored free of charge by Los
Angeles Theatre Organ Society member Ross Reid. Volunteers
started transporting Barton components Feb. 12th to the Wilshire
Ebell Theatre for installation. Other parts of the instrument were
hauled to Crome Organ Company for restoration and rebuilding. Two
photos show most of the instrument on the warehouse floor.
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Virg Howard Has Taped
Toledo Paramount Release
by Eric M. Reeve
Many moons past, Toledo Organist Virg Howard used to play the

beautiful Paramount Theatre 4/20 Wurlitzer. In fact, he made an album—
Now Is The Hour. Then the organ was pulled out and the theatre came
dustily down and record buffs at least were happy vdlh one platter from this
place. Now it turns out that it is possible to have more music from this Publix
No. 1.

There actually were other ̂ ums made, but they are long gone. How
ever, Virg did make cassettes—actually five of them—and has them for
sale.
To order, just put a check in an envelope made out in increments of $7

per tape,plus $1 for postage, or $35 plus $5 for all five and send it to: Virg
Howard, Howard's Organ and Pianos, Westgate Shopping Center, 3301-
3B West Central Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43606.
The Toledo Paramount music machine is now in storage in Clevelemd,

owned by the former owner of the Lamplighter Inn at Olmstead FcJls, and
although he is ill, the organ is not for sale, it is reported.

The French Touch General Steams To
Frertch discovery that organ Anril 1

pipes, made twice their proper UaOriei April 1
length and perforated with a Buster Keaton's railroad comedy
small hole in the middle of the this year's annual railroad show at J
tube, produced a fine rich tone night, April 16. Gaylord Carter wi
and led to the universal adoption Tickets are $5 general admissioi
of "harmonic" stops, as they are single performance. Tickets may be
called. Foundation, Box 80726, San Mar

General Steams To
San Gabriel April 1

Organ Owner Wants
Solid State Input

Gene D. Bryant, Bloomington,
Minn, organ owner, who is currently
installing the 3/9 Wurlitzer that was
originally installed in Radio Station
KDKA, Pittsburgh, is interested in
hearing from other organ owners
who have had experience with elec
tronic wizzardry in their particuleir
installations.

He would like information about
solid state relays and suggestions
and/or recommendations regarding
the various firms that produce such
equipment. From such input he
expects to learn about the different
systems emd be able to decide on
what type solid state relay would be
best for his instrument.

His address: 840 Columbus
Avenue South, Bloomington, Min
nesota 55420.

ALMOST A YEAR LATE^

Film Festival

Unveils Organ
In the village of Pomona, some

where in Australia, almost one year
ago (which was last April), Theatre
Proprietors Ron and Mandy West
held a big week-end of Travelling
Film Festival films. The gala screen
ing was the classic Australian silent
movie The Sentimental Bloke at
their Majestic Theatre. It served to
introduce to the public the first per
formance of the pipe organ which is
made up of a console from a theatre
in Hobart, pipes from New Zealand
and the accompanying percussion
effects from America.
Owners West invited patrons to

don period costumes and supplied
champagne and food during the
evening.

In the original newspaper report it
was noted "the original murals
above the proscenium (1921) still
look down on the audience, and with
the closing of the Regent Brisbane,
the Wests bought the gold curtains,
lights, carpet and chairs for the
Majestic."
The Cinema Organ Cultural

Trust in Pomona decided the Majes
tic would be em ideal location to
house the impressive pipe organ and
completed negotiations for its
installation.

French Double
Touch
Double Touch was invented by

Mustel, a citizen of Paris. It was
afterwards adapted to the modem
organ by Robert Hope-Jones.

6
Buster Keaton's railroad comedy The General will be the feature film for

this year's annual railroad show at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium Saturday
night, April 16. Gaylord Carter will accompany the photoplay.

Tickets are $5 general admission. There is no reserved seating for this
single performance. Tickets may be ordered by mail from Cultural Heritage
Foundation, Box 80726, San Marino, Calif. 91108.
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