LRI |

Weiler Will Be
Featured In
College Show

Northwestern University returns
to the great glamour, romance and
drama of the great silent movie pala-
ces of the 1920s on Saturday, April
9th at 7 and 9:30pm—and at prices
only slightly above what it might
have cost to attend such a premiere
performance complete with stage
show and feature photoplay, accom-
panied by an organist of note.

The two-performance event fea-
tures Lon Chaney’s classic The
Phantom of the Opera with Jeff
Weiler at the console of the Rodgers
Theatre Organ. Weiler, a student of
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well be the premiere tune by Hector Olivera for this scene which, at
first glance, might prompt the viewer to believe the organ was either
going up in smoke or already elevated into the clouds. Actually,
Hector was busy performing for Atlanta Chapter ATOS on the new
electronic magnum opus—a one-of-a-kind monster music machine he
designed and built. He was playing Ice Castles when this photo was
taken by Steve Caldwell who captured the special effects produced by
Charles Walker for the selection.

—from AC/ATOS Newsletter

Great American Wind
Machine Bows Out April 2

One of Southern California’s two remaining organ-equipped pizza
parlors—The Great American Wind Machine, at 7500 Reseda Blvd.,
Reseda, Calif.—bows out of existance April 2nd, it was announced
this month by Owner Mike Ohman. Tom Stark’s Organ Power Pizza
in Lemon Grove, an eastern suburb of San Diego, continues in

HECTOR PREMIERES HIS CREATION—Up, Up and Away could
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WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ

THS Official

Ohman disclosed that his present
lease expires June 30th.The closing
date will enable him to dismantle

and remove the Wurlitzer organ and
dispose of other equipment prior to
the final lease day. He noted that he
is not quitting the pizza parlor busi-
ness and will announce his future
plans at an early date.

While in storage the organ will
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Elks Morton Not

Damaged By Storm
Rumors that the 4/61 Robert-

Morton concert/theatre organ,
installed in what was the former Elks
Lodge #66 Building on the west side
of MacArthur Park in Los Angeles,
sustained water damage during
recent rain storms has been denied
by owners of the building.

Installed in the massive lodge
room of the strucutre, only the cen-
tral portion of the ceiling was dam-
aged; organ chambers are on the
extreme east end and were not
touched.

The instrument is under lease and
is used for recording sessions.
Although it has been said record
albums and tapes are being pro-
duced for commercial sale, there has
been no announcement of their avai-
lablitly to the general public through
regular commercial record outlets.

Leaving Club

Brother Andrew Corsini, founder
of the Theatre Historical Society,
has announced his resignation from
all official duties effective February
Ist. In a letter to the officers and
board members he noted he no
longer has the time required to
devote to the organization.

With the late Ben M. Hall, noted
theatre book author, Bro. Corsini
blueprinted and launched the society
15 years ago. It has become well
known thoughout the world. He
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BARTON PROJECT FUND SOARS

With the successful drive to build a matching fund of $12,500,
which provides at least $25,000 for the installation of LATOS' 3/12
Barton pipe organ in Wilshire Ebel Theatre, LATOS Board of Direc-
tors have wisely set a goal of at least $40,000 to create a complete
theatre organ setting. This includes a solid state relay, refurbishment
and upgrading of the console as well as other components, installation
of an elevator for the console, the addition of an Oboe Horn and two
more String ranks and minor respecification of the instrument.

See—BARTON—Page 6

Chi Theatre Trust Unveils Plan

Plans for the development and re-use of the Chicago Theatre were
unveiled Monday, February 14th at a luncheon in the Lincoln Room
of the Bismarck Hotel from noon to 2pm. Richard Sklenar, President
of The Chicago Theatre Trust, Inc., presented the plan and introduced

Joseph DuciBella who explained plans for restoration of the theatre
and Page Building which is located next door.

MIND OVER MATTER
Wurlitzer May

by Don Keilhack

I have just heard the most
supremely awesome thing ever.
Jane Dapolito, wife of Dr. John
Dapolito, La Mesa, California, told
me the most spaced-out tale you
could imagine, but since she isn't
one to get "high,” there is no doubt
of its authenticity.

It has to do with a virus she was
reticent to mention by name, but
which is obviously herpes, from
what she described.

Nothing to do with her, of course,

Help Herpes?

but a psychologist is doing research
on this virus, which apparently is the
incurable type that has been in the
news recently.

He thinks that by creating certain
mental images in the subject, includ-
ing scenes from his or her past, and
using hypnosis, the body’s chemi-
cal, interferon, can be stimulated,
and this chemical has been shown to
fight viruses in the body. So, it's a
mental stimulation of the physical.

What does it have to do with Jane
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The luncheon was held for the
press and to re-acquaint citizens
with the facts surrounding preserva-
tion of the ornate structure. The
theatre is still not safe for the future,
although it does have preservation
status which makes it reasonably
safe from demolition.

The plan, if implemented, will
mean a possible transformation of
the Trust from being all-volunteer to
one with a paid professional staff
and backed by a strong volunteer
group. This is necessary to secure
the many millions of dollars that will
be needed to restore and operate the
theatre, plus turn the Page Building
next door into an allied project, such

See—TRUST—Page 16
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One Day Event
Planned By THS

Chicago Theatre Historical Soci-
ety members will present A Movie
Palace Extravaganza in conjunction
with the Chicago Theatre Trust on
Saturday, April 30th, from 10am to
4pm at St. Paul’s Church, 2215
West North Avenue, in the historic
Wicker Park. The event is part of
Chicago Historic Preservation
Month.

There will be pictoral exhibits, in-
cluding an extensive group of photo-
graphs on the Chicago Theatre. The
Society's film, American Picture
Palaces, produced by the Smithson-
ian Institute will be screened. And a
Trust meeting will be held at 2pm for
election of officers and directors. It is
open to all interested persons.

Admission to the exhibit is free to
THS and CTT members. A dona-
tion of 81 is requested for non-
members.

An artifacts display and sale of
photographs, back issues of Mar-
quee and other items will occur.

UNIVERSITY WURLITZER TAKING SHAPE—Organbuilder Ken
Crome is shown standing in front of the Main division of the Wurlitzer
organ donated by Marian Cook to Colorado State University. The
3/19 instrument originally was installed in the Piccadilly Theatre,
Rochester, New York. From there it went to the Three Coins Restau-
rant in Denver, and then to Provo, Utah into a pizza parlor. It was
purchased at auction by Mrs. Cook and shipped to Crome's shop in Los
Angeles for refurbishing. The above photo was taken February 8th.
Crome noted the organ will be shipped to Colorado and he would
begin installing it within six to eight weeks.

Thompson Plays
Concerts At Home

Although he has retired from his
regular position at the Organ
Grinder Restaurant in Toronto, Don
Thompson is currently playing
church concerts in the area using
electronic organs.

He is also embarking on a tour of
Ontario playing concerts and con-
ducting workshops for organ deal-
ers. Following this, he will travel to
England for a brief concert tour.

Hagerstown Theatre Looking For
Moller; Factory Will Restore It Gratis

Restoration of a theatre has just been completed in Hagerstown,
Maryland which will become a performing arts center. Those who
head the project are looking for a Moller pipe organ to replace the
Moller originally installed. (Reilly Daniel once said that all Hager-
stown theatres had “nothing but Mollers!"). Size of the organ wanted
for the theatre is between 11 and 13 ranks with a three manual
console. And the best part of the idea is a statement made by Peter
Daniel that Moller factory personnel will lovingly restore the instru-
ment to 'theatre new’ without charge, and erect it in the house.

Are there any Moller doners in the audience?

FAMED BRITISH ORGANIST DIES
FOLLOWING LENGTHY ILLNESS

Hubby Builds,
Wifey Plays

by Ian Dalgliesh
Reginald Porter-Brown died at Southampton December 8th following a
long bout with cancer. He was 72 and was one of the most famous of all
British theatre organists. Over many decades his name was "household”

from his thousands of radio broadcasts and theatre playing.

Born in 1910 near Barnsley,
Yorkshire, he started playing piano
at age five. The Picture House at
Swinton nearby had a church type
organ and he eventually became
organist there accompanying the
silents.

Soon after his fame spread and he
was invited to succeed Robinson
Cleaver at the Piccadilly Cinema in
Manchester on a large concert
organ, a huge four-manual
Wadsworth,

Although his career brought him
fame in populated centers, he didn’t
like city life and soon joined the
already powerful ABC Circuit at
their Theatre Royal at Preston, in
Lancashire on a Christie unit type
organ.

His fame continued to spread, his
technique was noticed and he was
accorded an accolade by ABC in
being requested to open their 3/11
Compton at the important Theatre
Royal in Manchester, the circuit’s
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ONE OF MOST FAMOUS—
Reginald Porter-Brown, one of
England’s greatest theatre orga-
nists, died December 8th. He is
pictured above at the console of
the ABC Regal Compton in Tor-
quay, Evon, West Country,
when the house opened in 1931.
The organ was 3/11. Most of
Porter-Brown's career was spent

on the ABC Circuit.

Blaine and Bonnie Ricketts are
truly an organ-ized family. The Cer-
rritos, California couple are really
into the pipe organ scene. Blaine
builds and services—Bonnie plays
them.

While it's doubtful she serves as
his demonstrator artist, Bonnie pres-
ented her master's recital for degree
on Saturday, February 26th at First
United Methodist Church in
Glendale.

A graduate of Biola College, La
Mirada, she has continued her
organ studies at the University of
Southern California for the past sev-
eral years to win her master's
degree.

Read It In The Console!

Devtronix Has
New Generator

Devtronix Organs, Inc. of Sacra-
mento, Calif., has been supplying
parts and technical assistance to
Schober Organ kit owners since the
New York firm went out of business
two years ago. As anyone knows
who has played a Schober organ, its
main limitation is the archaic direct
audio keying system used with one
frequency divider tone generator for
the whole instrument.

After a period of time, dust and
contaminents accumulate on the
organ key contacts causing scratchy
tone keying and erratic operation.

Schober owner’s letters on the
subject convinced Devtronix some-
thing should be done about the
problem—an electronic kit that
would be easy to install yet make a
profound improvement in the quality
of organ tones.

A new IC developed for electronic
organ use was the basis for a new
single tuning adjustment tone gener-
ator with controlled time gating cir-
cuits. The 4x16-inch PC board tone
generator produces 61 notes at five
separate pitches and is keyed by
+15V from one bus of the Schober
keyboard contacts through a pre-
formed cable. The output of the tone
generator interfaces perfectly with
the Schober voicing electronics.

Electronic keying provides very
smooth on-off tones with optional
sustain. A separate tone generator is
required for each keyhoard and
pedal. The different tone generators
are not frequency locked with each
other and there is excellent rich natu-
ral chorus as the organ is played.

Reports back from Schober
owners who have built the tone gen-
erators and installed them have been
unanimous in expressing the tre-
mendous improvement in the total
organ quality.

Prexy To Play At
High School

Tim Needler, well known as one
of ATOS’ National Directors, and
who is also President this year of
Central Indiana Chapter, will be the
concert artist to be heard by his fel-
low members at Manual Arts High
School in Indianapolis. He is sche-
duled to play February 13th at 2pm
on the 3m/17r Uniphone pipe
organ. Not only does the club get to
hear an accomplished organist, the
fee for the artist, it is rumored, is
quite reasonable.

Curt Mangel Now Manager
Of Denver Paramount

On February 1st, Curt Mangel began his duties as Managing Director of
Denver's Paramount Theatre with its twin console Publix No. 1 Wurlitzer
pipe organ. He formerly was associated with Shea’s Buffalo Theatre, in
Buffalo, New York.

His extensive background in all phases of theatre production and promeo-
tion is considered a great asset to the Paramount and its staff. He is
especially qualified for running the Denver house as he has already been
through the renovation and restoration of Shea’s, a grand movie palace
similar to the Paramount.
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Christmas In Britain

Well we are back again after stuf-
fing ourselves silly with turkey,
Christmas pudding, mince pies,
jelly, trifle and cream and nuts,
doing practically nothing but sleep-
ing, eating, playing organ records,
eating, sleeping, visiting interesting
cinemas, trying organs and learning
the mysteries of the Brenograph
machine!

That's what we have been doing
and it was great fun!

We are lucky here as Christmas
and New Year are a lovely holiday
and it appears to go on longer each
year, which can’t be bad.

Marsh Has Odeon First

After Christmas 1 always enjoy
going north for a holiday with close
friends, one of whom | saw give his
first concert at the world famous
Odeon Leicester Square Cinema.
Joe Marsh, an avid reader of The
Console and collector of American
recordings, played a superb concert
on this magnificent organ which was
in tip top shape thanks to Ron Cur-
tis, who maintains it for Rank
Cinemas.

Ron appeared on the bill, too, and
in the second half of the concert
came up on the orchestra lift playing
a Kawai organ—and Bert Bartam,
of the Rank Organisation who
arranges the firm's theatre organ
concerts, played drums!

For a grand finale’ Joe Marsh
came up playing the 5/18 and the

GENIAL JOE MARSH gave his
first concert at the Odeon Leices-
ter Square 5/18 and Melotone
Compton on December 5th. It
was also the release day of his
second LP which was on sale in
the foyer.

audience loved it. He played a
Christmas medley and has a way
with ballads that many others could
never match.

From down Newcastle way, Joe
and his mother, Vera, managed to
hassle his record company into get-
ting copies of his newest LP In The
Pipeline on sale on the record stand
at the Odeon. It's a super disc. One
side was made on a fine Compton—
the other on a delightful little Wur-
litzer. Both instruments are situated

PERSONALITY PLUS—David Hamﬂton, well known throughout
the theatre organ world for his artistic and business ability both in
performing and selling organs and organ music to the public, played
the 45th Birthday Celebration Concert at the Odeon Leicster Square
Cinema, London, on November 7th.

delightful

partner, Harry Weedon, also had
part in the film.

We saw historic film of the build-
ing of the very Odeon we were sit-
ting in with the Lord Mayorin 1937,
and Their Royal Highness’ Duke &
Duchess of Glouster performed the
opening ceremony. James Bell
came up on that still impressive con-
sole. The movie was The Prisoner of
Zenda.

Even the BBC joined in this 45th
birthday of Britain's most celebrated
cinema and showed the old premiere
feature film that very afternoon on
one of its nationwide channels. Nat-
urally | missed it traveling back
home by train.

David played well as usual and a
programme—a "good

et

in a beautiful picturesque water mill
in Norfolk, England.

Friends who came up with me in
my car to the concert included Jean
Broad. Her late husband was chair-
man of John Compton and just
about the best known family in the
theatre organ business in the U.K.,
of course. During the interval Jean
and Les and Kit George of Margate
(his hobby is rebuilding Compton
organs) all snaked through the
chambers and blower room under
stage to see the immaculate innards

of the 5/18.
Hamilton At Odeon

This was on December 5th. Buta
month earlier, on November 7th, the
Odeon celebrated its 45th birthday
with a concert starring David Hamil-
ton. Also appearing was Percy
Vickery. A splendid film was shown
called Odeon Cavalcade which was
made for television a few years ago.
It is devoted to the meteoric rise to
fame of Oscar Deutsch and his
Qdeon circuit with their cinemas of
such striking appearance.

Mrs. Lily Deutsch was inter-
viewed and Robert Bullivant, the
architect who worked on hundreds
of circuit houses with his senior
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picker of tunes” is David Hamilton,
as indeed he is on records, | must
say. In fact that reminds me that
David is eagerly awaiting the arrival
of his next LP made on the Odeon a
couple of years ago. And it will not
be the only LP made on that organ
that's to be released this year. I'm
told Ron Curtis is to produce a fasci-
nating LP there sharing honours
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