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WHEREVfR ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ

anuaty Beginning Our 22nd Year 1983

Miller/Kann Play
Benefit Concert

Concerts by top-name organists
normally come in single events. But
Saturday night, January 22nd, at
the Simonton North Hollywood,
California residence Bijou Theatre,
the solo tradition of concert artist
appearance was superceded when
two famous artists appeared on the
program. Ashley Miller and Stan
Kann presented an evening of excel
lent Wurlitzer-ized organ music,
brief demonstrations of sanitary
engineering and other sundry exhib
its which unburden the housewife's

See-BENEFIT-Page 11

Cal Poly Given
Style D Wuriitzer

Cal Poly University at Pomona,
California has been donated the two-
manual, six-rank Wuriitzer origi
nally installed in the Granada
Theatre in nearby Ontario.
Announcement of the donation of
Opus 1252 was revealled in a flyer

—See CAL-POLY—Page 9—
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Carter Contracting';
Already For Filmex
News of impending surgery for

Gaylord Carter just made the
December issue. By the time it was
distributed, he had been on the oper
ating table, up and out of his post-
overative bed being walked up and
down hospital halls and back home
for recuperation. He's restricted to
home until March when he expects
to be ready for L.A.'s Filmex. Medi
cos told him the open heart surgery
will improve his health, thus making
him next to indestructible and still
able to be out there chasin'.
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Chi Trust Releases Plan For
Future Of Chicago Theatre

With the dust of demolition threat subsiding—it is said Plitt Theatres
tossed their request for the wrecking bail just to sheike up and renew a plan
whereby some sort of land swap might be made—the Chicago Theatre
Trust, Inc., released on January 20th A Plan For The Future Of The
Chicago Theatre.

Citing formation of the Trust in mid-1978, which initially saved the great
movie palace from destruction at that time, the introduction to the plan
noted the Trust believes itself to be the organization with the most knowl
edge of movie palace "re-cycling" in the city. Based upon the foregoing the
following recommendations were made:
1—The Chicago Theatre should

be leased to the Chicago Theatre
Trust...as soon as feasible so that

this strategically located facility can
immediately begin to help upgrade
the North Loop, especially while
plans for Theatre Row, of which it
would eventually be a part, go
forward.

2—Operation of the Chicago by
the Trust would be on a non-profit
basis through a five to eight-year
transition period as a first rate film
house supplemented with live stage
events.

3—During the transition period the
Trust would raise funds to com
pletely restore the ornate house with

out causing it to go dark for an
extended period of time.
4—At the end of the transition

period, when the market for a large
theatre has changed in the Loop, to

See—CHICAGO—Page 6
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Meyers Practice Sesh
Puts Him In Pix

Don Meyers, one of the enthusi
asts who helps maintain the 4/20
Wuriitzer in Seattle's Paramount
Theatre, happened to be playing the
instrument late one afternoon when
film tycoons dropped by the omate
house to size it up for some scenes
they were considering in the forth
coming film The Life of Frances
Farmer.

As they started looking, Don fin
ished playing and headed for home.
It was known that Frances had been

an usherette at the theatre and had
heard the organ. The film eagles
flew an idea heavenward, contacted

See—MEYERS—Page 9

Honored For 53
Years With Organ
Harry Lamoureaux spent nearly

53 years in association with Roches
ter Theatre Organ Society's 4/22
Wuriitzer pipe orgcin and in recogni
tion of that and the service he has
given the society in all those years he
was named Honorary Member for
1982.

Since founding of the society in
1964, "one could count on one hand
the number of times Lamoureaux
did not pcirticipate in a 4/22 con
cert," it was reported in The Blower,
official society newsletter. Harry

See—HONORED—Page 6

Organ Buffs Organize New Club
In Washington/Canada Region

by Jeffrey A. Fox
After months of talk, the Peace Arch Organ Society was finally organ

ized January 16, 1983. Organ enthusiasts met at theMt. Baker Theatre in
Bellingham, Wash., for open console session on the Style 215 Wuriitzer
and then had dinner and the society's first business meeting.
Peace Arch Organ Society consists of members from Skagit and What-

com Counties in Washington State, and British Columbia, Canada. The
nearest local chapter as far as ATOS is concerned is Seattle—an 80-mile
drive from Bellingham—which is now considered too expensive to travel
that distance for regular meetings.
The Society will meet the second Saturday of every month. February's

meeting will be held at the Lincoln Theatre in Mt. Vemon, where there is a
Style D Special 2/7 Wurlizer that was restored in 1981.
Anyone who has interest in organ music, be it pipes or electronics, is

more than welcome to join. Many of those who are forming the Society are
See-NEW CLUB-Page 6

THE GENIUS OF HECTOR—Hector Olivera, who is one of the
nation's leading theatre/classical organists, is also an electronics wiz-
zard. Pictured above is the eight-manual touring organ he designed
and built. Prior to the electronic monster, he erected a large pipe
organ in another residence. A native of Buenos Aires, Argentina, he is
now a citizen of the United States and has future plans to play the
sound track of a major motion picture, do more network television and
some one hundred annual concerts along with engagements at the
console of his custom designed touring instrument.
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HOME OF THE FORMER NEW YORK ROXY

KIMBALL ORGAN CONSOLE

Remember, while in the Southwest, Los Pueblos
Hotels offer the finest in regional accommodations.
Each of our eight hotels insures you the highest
standards possible.

i:;. As Best Western, Howard Johnson and Sheraton
affiliates, the Los Pueblos properties guarantee im
peccable facilities a.nd service.

Indoor swimming pools, expansive rooms with in
dividual refrigerators, independerit lieating and cool
ing, color television with bedside controls, superb
dining and live entertainment are standard features
of all Los Pueblos Hotels.

Use these numbers for phone reservations.
Call 1-800-528-1234 for:

THE CLASSIC, Albuquerque, New Mexico
THE INN, Farmington, New Mexico
THE INN, Gallup, New Mexico
THE INN, Grants, New Mexico
SALLY PORT INN, Roswell, New Mexico
CENTRAL PLAZA INN, Phoenix, Arizona

Call 1-800-325-3535 for:

SHERATON-ANAHEIM MOTOR HOTEL,
Anaheim, California

Call 1-800-654-2000 for:

HOWARD JOHNSON'S MOTOR LODGE,
Las Cruces, New Mexico

TERRY HOCHMUTH

Musical Director

Resident Organist

THE CLASSIC HOTEL

6815 Menaul NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110
(505) 881-0000

A Los Pueblos Hotel

Division of the Motoof Companies

Organ Restoration By
HOCHMUTH-STANKEY

PIPE ORGANS, INC.

New Lenox, Illinois
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IT WAS EARLY!—San Francisco's industrious organ twins, Dick,
age 29, and Bill, age 30, with a little help from Edward Millington
Stout III and Richard Clay, were observed in the early morning hours
carrying a completely releathered five-rank chest down Castro Street
toward the Castro Theatre. This is the fourth manual chest to be
installed and will contain the 18th through 22nd ranks. Presently the
now famous Wurlitzer has 13 ranks and tonal percussions playing.
Design specification calls for an additional four-rank manual chest
which will bring to 26 the total number of sets in the organ. The hour
these four are pictured on Castro had to be extremely early—most of
the day the street is extremely crowded. —photo by Rudy Prey

British Cinema Has
Concerts On Electronic
An Autumn series of organ concerts has been concluded successfully at

the Classic Cinema, Low Fell, Gateshead, Englcind. Top name British
organists Ena Baga, Mark Shakespeare, Andrew Gilbert, Phil Kelsall and
Nicholas Martin played the five programs that started September 14th and
concluded December 7th.
Bob Milner, Assistant Manager, noted "We feature our Compton Melo-

tone Organ and a Kawai. The organ installed in the cinema is not a
standard model. It has received considerable attention recently, including
the revoicing of certain stops. The speakers, Compton tone cabinets and a
Leslie Speaker, are installed directly behind the screen, and the console is
also fitted with an illuminated surround.
"Radio and television shows have featured the organ recently, including

national broadcasts. We are the only cinema in the North East to feature
organ concerts and the traditional film presentation. The Classic also makes
full use of the organ at many of the live shows booked into the number one
auditorium.

"Even though it is not the tradional pipe organ—we would like one but
there isn't enough room for chamber space—we receive calls to see the
electronic, and visitors are always welcome."

New Group Organizing ATOS Unit;
Hope To Save Kalamazoo State
ATOS organ buffs living in the western Michigan and northem Indiana

region are being contacted by other members in that area to organize a new
chapter in the national theatre organ society. According to Ronald L.
Kemper, one of those involved in the organizational project, "Our plans and
goals include sponsoring of concerts, preservation of the State Theatre in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, acquisition of a chapter theatre pipe organ to be
installed in a suitable public or institutional auditorium, as well as social
events, musicianship and promotion of individual organ-building efforts.

Complete information regarding the new unit may be obtained by writing
or calling Ken Butela, Route 1, Vicksburg, Michigan 49097, (616) 329-
0500 during business day, or (616) 649-2742 evenings. Ronald L.
Kember may be reached by calling (616) 323-3857.

LATOS Member Once Scolded By
Grandmother For Playing On Sundays

"1 was a relief organist at the Lima, Ohio, Lyric Theatre when a
teenager," explained Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society member Lenore
Wilke, "and my grandma scolded me for playing on Sundays. She only
played 15-minute reciteils before the vaudeville and movie shows, but that
was enough to have her grandparent upset.

According to a reporter who inter- __ . j iir i i
viewed her about her movie-playing IvCy DO£trCl WOrJu
days, Lenore Wilke "is a lady with
red hair, pretty legs and a brilliant ™"OUnceS
legal mind—who knows more about SuSpCnSIOn
taxes, banks, estates, who chal- ^ ■ j
lenges the unscrupulous with her Keyboard World, ong rumored
knowledge, and she isn't a to be in financial trouble and possi-
lawyer!!!" suspended publication, otticially

Perhaps through her theatre notified subscribers the publication
organ playing days she was destined 'i. ^usmess Publisher
to meet many famous people. B'" Worrall noted- Reluct^tly
Among them were Henry Ford, Wil- sadness, we find we
liam Wrigley and Harvey Firestone, "^"^t inform you that we have dis-
They were friends of the inventor of publication of Keyboard
the Page Pipe Organ and compli- Magazine. Despite your
mented Lenore's playing. She dem- wholehearted support as well as that
onstrated Page organs for a time. o"*- "^^ny advertisers, the state of
They heard her through this avenue, the economy and its continued

Also a lover of cats, Lenore met troubled prospects orced us to sus-
Winston Churchill by accident and Pep? Puhhcation...
because of his cat Ginger-Jock. His , He advised that lack of adequate
cat followed him one day to his cancelled out refunds being
limousine outside No. 10 Downing J^ad® to subscribers but two other
Street, and Lenore became friends Y/^ble music pubbcations have
because she happened to be on the offered...subscnpt]ons at no cost by

Keyboard World
Announces
Suspension

Keyboard World, long rumored
to be in financial trouble and possi
bly suspended publication, officially
notified subscribers the publication
is no longer in business. Publisher
Bill Worrall noted—"Reluctantly
and with much sadness, we find we
must inform you that we have dis
continued publication of Keyboard
World Magazine. Despite your
wholehearted support as well as that
of our many advertisers, the state of
the economy and its continued
troubled prospects forced us to sus
pend publication..."
He advised that lack of adequate

funds cancelled out refunds being
made to subscribers, but two other
"viable music publications have
offered...subscriptions at no cost by
providing the number of issues still

Churchill took the cat everywhere
he went. When he, Stalin and
Roosevelt went to Yalta, the cat sat
on his lap.

Because she has met so many
famous people, Lenore is writing a
book. "But," she says, "I'd rather
play the organ or pet one of my cats
than be known as a best-seller
author!"

Encouraging?
Variety, leading theatrical

trade journal, featured this short
news item in boxed position in its
issue of January 17 th: Organists,
Take Note—Motion picture thea
tre orgnists working under Amer
ican Federation of Musicians

Local 47 jurisdiction will be
happy to learn that wage scales
have been upped from $ 110 per
show to $121 this year. Now if
they can just find a theatre that
needs one.

owed by Keyboard World, or to
start a new subscription or renew
one.

Subscribers were given the option
of receiving Keyboard Magazine,
published in California, or Sheet
Music Magazine—Organ Diuision,
published in New York.

Keeping Adventures
Worrall said in his letter, which

reached subscribers late this month,
the Home Organist Adventures,
which was an outgrowth of his mag
azine publication, "will continue
through the auspices of BW (Bill
Worrall, it is assumed) Productions,
Inc."

Frcin Verri Ends
Editorial Solo Stop

Frein Verri, longtime member of
Pittsburgh Theatre Organ Society,
and editor of its official newsletter.
Pipes of PATOS, has stepped down
from that position. He will be suc
ceeded by Arnold Hayworth. Verri
has been asked to assume the new
Special Events Coordinator post by
PATOS Prexy, J. E. Smith.

—The Console January 19S3—



Boston Hotel Did

Have Two Organs
Hotel Bradford did have two

Wurlitzer pipe organs, according to
Billy Nalle, Wichita, and Frank
Morse, of Sunapee New Hamp
shire. Organist Nalle noted there
was a 2m/5r in the Empire Room,
and a 3m/llr in the Ballroom.

Frank Morse was more explicit.
He listed the opus numbers as being
1435 for the three-manual and
1437 for the smaller organ. Both
instruments were shipped from
North Tonawanda on August 31,
1926 to the Boston Elks Lodge,
where they were duly installed. The
pair later were sold to Hotel Brad
ford and re-erected in the two rooms
designated above.

Both men were not aware if the
two organs are still in the hostelry.

Another Boston Correction

Nalle offered another correction
concerning a Boston story—the
marriage of Hector Olivera. Hector
was hitched in Trinity Parish
Church, Boston, not Cathedral
Church. "It is a famous downtown
parish of the Episcopal Church
there; it must be the bishop's church
in a diocese to be the cathedral,"
Nalle explained-

Former Big Appleist
Plays L.A. Orpheum

Bill Floyd, one of the last staff
organists at the New York Para
mount Theatre Wurlitzer, was a vis
itor to Los Angeles on January 8th.
He visited the Orpheum Theatre,
and after playing its Wurlitzer stated
to the Los Angeles Theatre Organ
Society organ crew how much he
loved the sound and that the organ
"has just about the best reeds of any
organ" he has ever played!

Floyd, who now reisdes in Rich
mond, Va., is currently restoring
and installing a large Wurlitzer
organ in the former Loew's Rich
mond Theatre, now the home of the
Richmond Symphony.

LOUDEIST?—When Wurlitzer sold a 4/17 Concert Organ to Roose
velt Memorial Park in South Los Angeles, it was designated to be an
outdoor instrument to be heard throughout the cemetary. It was—and
then some. Before the area was heavily built up the organ could be
heard a distance of fiye miles away. It is still used for services and
occasionally, on Sunday afternoons, for concert presentations.

Showmanship Increases Size Of
Audiences In Two British Cinemas

Introduction of a 20-minute organ spot during the showing of the film
Annie in August proved very successful at the State Cinema in Grays,
which is located near London. It also served to introduce an excellent young
organist by the name of David Essex. Extensive coversige by the media,
including Essex Radio and Thames Television, is credited for helping
increase patronage. The 3/6 Compton organ sounded in fine shape, and
visual presentation with Brenograph and expert lighting effects gave
patrons something they hadn't experienced in several years, according to a
story appearing in COS Newsletter.

David is now resident organist at the State and plays during intermissions
from Monday through Thursday each week. It is interesting to note that
almost the entire audience arrives in time to hear the organ, rather than
waiting until the start of the main feature. The theatre itself is also looking
very smart, with a newly-decorated canopy and foyer.

House Goes Family Style
In the same issue of COS Newsletter, Cyril Woods reported from

Scotland that a cinema in Dundee has been redecorated eind is presenting
shows on a family basis which has, at last report, been doing big business.
There is no organ in the theatre, but Wood suggested that the time may be
ripe to approach the management about getting an insturment for the
house.
The lack of even a smattering of what is called presentation—or

showmanship—is one of the prime reasons cinemas are closing. Wood
declared in his story. When imagination, or showmanship goes out the
door, even going to a good film is lack lustre and an event which is not an
enticement for the public to return again for entertainment.

THE CONSOLE

MAKES AN EXCELLENT
GIFT FOR ANY EVENT

Editor & Publithtr Tom B'hond

British Editor Ian Daigiiesh
Contributing Editor fialph 0. Boaudry
Spocioi Features Ed Muiiins

Tom McNeeiey

Address oil communiucations, news, reieoses, sub-

srriptlon matters and oddress chonges to; THE
CONSOLE, P.O. Box 40165 Pasadena, Coiifomia
91104. or (Oil (213) 794-7782.

The bitemotionai Theatre Organ Soriety Publishers
prepare and distribute monthly The Console, a
totally independent pubiicotlon. it Is dedicated to
the preservation of organs in theatres, auditori
ums, concert halls, opera houses residences and
reports internationally news of all types of
orgons-pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to ail organiia-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers
coveroge of all organ news and [diotos. Photo
graphs, drawings, organ cotologues, theatre pro
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
Twstalgic, are earnestly solicited. The Console will
consider purchase of libraries and other collections
of organ and/or theatre materials.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

United States, $12.00 annually, via second doss
moll; $27.00 annually, via first doss moil.

Overseas, $13.00 annuolly, vio surface mail;
$30.00 annually via air mail.

Canada,$13.00 annually, via second doss moil;
$27.00 annually, via first doss moil.

Please make checks or money orders payable to:
The Console. Payment from Canada must be on on
International money order made out in U.S. funds
to forestall conversion or service chorge due to
rate of exchonge.

Kngle copies of any issue in print, $1.25 each,
postpaid.

Address all subscription reloted matters to the
attention of Preston J. Kaufmann, Circulations

Director.

ADVERTISING

Display advertising rate cords sent upon request.
Address all inquires to the ottention of Roger
Adams, Advertising Director.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104. Second doss

postage paid at Pasadena, Cailfornia. NOTICE:

Please do not send moil to this address.

USPS 423630.

GEORGE WRIGHT
PARAMOUNT ORGAN

PREMIERE

45 MINUTES

17 SELECTIONS

GREAT ALBUM

Oakland) California
Recorded Live
Nov. 7, 1981

$10 USA
$12 CANADA

POSTPAID

HORSE AND WAGON TRAIN was used to haul this Wurlitzer to its
theatre destination in Brisbane, Australia in the 19208. As ususual
Wurlitzer took advantage of empty space to advertise it wares.

BANDA RECORDS
p. 0. B0|J9|,e CA •93032
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It Took A Long
Time, But Paper
Did It In Color

For many years San Diego organ
buffs have complained that local
newspapers failed to provide the
public with knowledge of theatre
pipe organs and organ activity in the
area. Last November 7 th the San
Diego Union, in its Sunday morning
edition righted a long wrong by pub
lishing a feature story about three
area pipe organs—with photos in
color!

Of course there were a few boo-
boos, such as calling a three-manual
console a three-rank organ, and
spelling Ray Krebs' name wrong,
but the article proved interesting and
perhaps influenced some of the pap
ers' readers to become active in

theatre organ affairs.
In addition to Krebs' installation,

the article described those owned by
Coulter Cunningham and Dr. John
Dapolito.

Organ-ized Ads in The Console
get results!

Britons Open Another Museum
Dedicated To Mechanical Music

Great Britain is experiencing a wave of interest in a growth of museums
dedicated to mechanical music makers and theatre pipe organs. Several
have been in operation for quite some time, but within the past year others
have blossomed in various regions of the United Kingdom.

Latest repository for the music making machines is a converted Metho
dist Chapel which has become the Napton Museum of Mechanical Music.
This particular mechanical archive has a Wurlitzer Photoplayer, Wurlitzer
juke box and aCompton cinema organ, all of which are on the ground floor.
An unusual feature of the structure is its height which permits the

Compton console to elevate on its lift to the auditorium, which is in the form
of an extended "circle" above. The theatre has a large projection booth,
complete with Brenograph, ornate interior, a spacious faoyer with cloak
rooms and coffee bar. It is owned and operated by Graham and Pat
Whitehead.

Vox Was Special
Attachment On Organ
A Hillgreen-Lane organ has been

installed in the Washington Theatre
in Detroit. It has 28 stops. Chimes
and a Vox Humana attachment and
will be in operation by November
1st. The management plans to give
half hour recitals prior to the begin
ning of the afternoon and evening
performances.
—From Moving Picture World,

October 31, 1914.

Art Of The Organ
With David Britton
Mount St. Mary's College Con

cert Series 111 will present The Art of
the Organ starring David Britton
playing both organ and pedal harp
sichord, with the Mount Singers on
February 20th, at 3 pm in Mary
Chapel and Little Theatre, 12001
Chalon Road, Los Angeles. Admis
sion is $4 general, $2.50 students
and senior citizens.

Need Big Blower
Pasadena Civic Auditorium's

five-manual organ has a slight prob
lem of industrial emphysema.Its big
blower isn't whacking enough ozone
into the tin tubes to keep all the voi
ces adequately supplied. In other
words—there is a critical need for a
larger unit, or possibly another large
one that can be installed to boost the
present output of air.

Several contacts have been made
concerning location of large wind
machines. One offers salvation if the
blower and its owner can be found.

Mike Coup, who heads up Wichita
Theatre Organ, told Pasadena offi
cials that he sold the second 50 hor
sepower Spencer Turbine when the
former New York Paramount Thea

tre Wurlitzer was acquired. A man
believed to be somewhere in North
ern California bought it. The ques
tion now is: who is that man, and will
he sell the unit?
Any reader who can solve this

latest mystery is invited to write
David Junchen, 280 East Del Mar,
Apartment 311, Pasadena, Calif.
91101.

w

THESE TWO THEATRES housed Pilcher Pipe Organs—and
limited identification places one (left) in Birmingham, Alabama,
and the second in Atlanta, Georgia. The old Pilcher brochure from
which the two photos were taiken gave city locations but neglected to
state theatre names. In Birmingham there were three in-theatre
Pilchers: Trianon, Strand and Rialto. Possibly the first two might be
the one since they were installed in 1913 and 1915. The latter was
playing in 1921. Atlanta choice is narrowed to two: the Vaudette

(1913), and Metropolitan (1921). And Dave Junchen would like to
know which is correct. His address is listed with the four theatres

having Tellers instruments. While not being fully expressive of the
Birmingham house, the word unique does indeed provide lattitude
for the imagination. The stage of the theatre, under such an elabor
ate pipe facade, seems almost to be little more than a window in
place of a curtain hiding a picture sheet.

—The Console January 1983—


