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BIG FOUR—Williams, Rhode, Strony and Larsen, all top names in the theatre organ concert
world, are pictured during rehearsal at Mesa (Arizona) Organ Stop Pizza Parlor for their
"Grande Finale” production number which was presented Sunday, August 22nd. Lew
Williams-piano, Ron Rhode-oboe, Walt Strony-viola, and Lyn Larsen, with his complex mouth
organ, played to a standing-room-only crowd. Their show is explained in story below.
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FOUR TOP TABBERS TURN ON MUSIC,
RAISE OVER $2,200 IN BENEFIT CONCERT

Four super concert theatre organists donated their services for a benefit concert to help raise funds to
install a four-manual, 28-rank Marr & Colton theatre pipe organ in the Phoenix area which is owned by
Valley of the Sun Chapter ATOS. Their program, which has already been hailed as one of the most
outstanding organ concert shows ever heard, was played to a standing-room-only crowd at Bill
Brown's Organ Stop Pizza parlor in suburban Mesa, Sunday afternoon, August 22nd. Over $2,200

was realized from the performance.

Bill Brown donated use of the pizza parlor and
no one, not even himself or his manager, was
admitted without first making a $6 donation at
the door. Many people were turned away due to
lack of seating.

Ron Rhode opened the show at the console of
the Wurlitzer. He was followed in turn, also at the
console, by Lew Williams, Walt Strony and Lyn
Larsen. This part of the program, according to
Pizza Parlor Owner Bill Brown was "electric and
one of the greatest concerts ' ve heard played” —
and the finale was equally outstanding. Each of
the four played their respective instruments
exceptionally well.

They were joined in the big Finale’ production
number by David Lindsay, local night club come-
dian who served as master of ceremonies for the
benefit. Not a newcomer to manuals and pedals,
he uses an organ in his night club act. He required
approximately two minutes to register the Wur-
litzer so that he could play with the foursome. The
quartet started off and Lindsay’s participation
augmented their efforts at the very close of the
selection—he played the triangle!

The once in a lifetime event was recorded

Continued on page 6

VISTA OWNERS IN
OVERTURE FOR
WURLITZER

Hollywood Vista Theatre management this
month contacted Tom B’hend concerning instal-
ltion of the Style D Wurlitzer he owns. Earlier
plans to lease the organ for $1 per year through
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society and have it
erected in the 800-seat house reached contract-
drawing stage, but negotiations by the Society
were never followed through. Ultimately the
Society’s finances apparently evaporated and the
project would have been abandoned in any case.

Under the present offer the organ would be
installed by a volunteer crew. To do this, a planis
being investigated patterned along the "Simba"
deal that was used when a group of Los Angles
Chapter ATOS members invested in the former
New York Pasamount Theare 4/36 Wurlitzer.
The organ was brought to Los Angeles and
stored in the Belmont Theatre, where it was to be
installed by the Simba group. Unfortunately the
theatre was sold from under the organ group
before they could complete negotiations for lease

Continued on page 6
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ORGANIST WINS
PHILLIPINE HONOR

(Photo on page five)

Jeanette Acosta, the brilliaant Los Angeles
teenager who has appeared in concert locally on
previous occasions, was recently invited to go to
Manila to receive a special award from the Philli-
pine government. One of ten designates, eachina
different field, in annual awards of Qutstanding
Pilipinos Overseas, she was cited in the field of
Arts with the following: Jeanette Acosta, high
school student. Miss Acosta started winning
competitions at 13 and was presented as a con-
cert artist at 14. She has been described as an
outstanding artist on both piano and organ, and
her pedal technique dazzles even the profession-
als. She won first prize in a recent competttion.
Jeanette is an organ student of Del Castillo.

She received her award on August 10th from
His Excellency Ferdinand Marcos, President of
the Philiphines, at cerermonies held at the Malaca-
nang Palace in Manila. In addition to a round trip
ticket to Manila, there was also a week of enter-
tainment, hotel and meals, a trophy from Presi-
dent Marcos and a plague from the Ministry of
Tourism.

She was also honored by the Executive Vice
President of the Philiphine Women's University,
where she gave an inspirational talk and a short
performance sponsored by the University's Col-
lege of Music and Arts.



The Yamaha Electone 7000 does everything. But applaud.

It started as a hobby. Something to do at night and on the weekends.
But now, playing the organ is a passion.

You've gotten pretty good. More than good. Nearly professional. And
now you'e ready for a new organ. One that will help you perform better
than ever.

You're ready for the Yamaha Electone 7000 —the most sophisticated
“orchestra” in the world. That's right —it's more than an organ.

Thanks to Yamaha's state-of-the-art technology, the Electone 7000
reproduces the most authentic orchestral sounds. Never before has a
rhythm unit allowed you to program up to 256 bars of percussion
accompaniment—complete with break variations. And the advanced
preset system offers unbelievable versatility, including the ability to change
from a jazz sound to shimmering strings, to a full theatre organ—to any of
your favorites with just the touch of a button.

Play an Electone 7000 for yourself at your Yamaha dealer. Today.

It performs so well, you will, too. Then the applause will be automatic.

For more information see your local Yamaha dealer or write:

Keyboard Division, Yamaha International Corporation, PO. Box 6600,
Buena Park, CA 90622.
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TOM WIBBELS, newcomer on the theatre organ circuit performed
Cameo July 5th at the ATOS Convention in Detroit. Wibbels, per-
forming on a 3/13 Barton at the Redford Theatre selected For You
Alone and I Could Have Danced All Night for his selections and
indeed left his audience wanting more. He has been busy this past
year filming a documentary which portrays the theatre pipe organ
during its heyday and how it has adapted to its present day use. The
film was done at the Elco Theatre, Elkhart, Indiana, ona 2/9 Kimball
and was aired on a local television station.

On October 9th, he performs at the Roberson Center for the Arts
and Sciences in Binghamton, New York, and November 14th, he will
present a concert at Ann Arbor on the Michigan Theatre Barton
organ.

SKLENAR VISITS SOUTHERN CALIF,,
CONFERS WITH ATOS MEMBERS

Richard Sklenar, one of the new ATOS National Directors, made a
quick visit to the Los Angeles area late in August. He drove west from
Chicago with David Junchen, who had shipped his car to the midwest; this
enabled him to have the convenience of driving to various appointments,
such as the Wurlitzer Company, during his trip, which was for the purpose
of researching information for his forthcoming Encyclopedia of the Ameri-
can Theatre Organ.

During his short stay of three days, Sklenar conferred with Ralph
Beaudry in North Hollywood, concerning the upcoming national member-
ship drive and other publicity matters for the national organization. He also
met with Marian Cook; the nature of his business with the noted organ
enthusiast was not disclosed.

TUCSON ORGAN STOP PIZZA CLOSED;
FAILED TO ATTRACT BUSINESS

Organ Stop Pizza in Tucson, Arizona, newest outlet of organ-equipped
pizza parlors of the Organ Stop Pizza chain, closed Sunday night, August
29th. Bill Brown, head of the corporation, advised The Console that the
decision to close the outlet came after operating it for several months and
trying various features to hypo the business. "It became a drain on the
company and really never did come off”, he said. "We finally decided to
shut it down.”

On the Thursday previous to shuttering the parlor, which Brown consi-
dered the finest in the chain, Lyn Larsen was featured at the console and
played to good crowds. The instrument installed here was formerly the
Omaha Riviera/Paramount/Astro 4/15 Wurlitzer. It was restored and
augmented to the point where it is now worth over 31 15,000. "The organis
worth at least $100,000 if we decide to break it up for parts”, Brown
advised, adding that he hopes to sell it complete rather than sell it off
piece-meal. If it is broken up, the new Posthorn will go into the Phoenix
parlor and other parts of the instrument will be used for the organs Brown
owns.

There are two offers outstanding on the building at the present time.
Another restaurant chain having two organs in outlets are looking at the site
and would possibly take over the operation serving food other than pizza.
The other prospective buyer's plans were not disclosed.

Walt Strony recorded the Tucson Wurlitzer during the final day, it was
learned. Brown did not sp-cify that a record album will be produced.

ASHLEY MILLER WORKSHOP
IN SAN DIEGO OCTOBER 1st

Former Radio City Music Hall organist Ashley Miller is being sponsored
by the San Diego Chapter of ATOS and Piano Exchange of San Diego, ina
one-day workshop/concert program on Friday, October 1st.

He will conduct a classical workshop from 10 AM to 12 Noon (price
$15) and a theatre organ workshop from 1 to 4 PM (price $20). This is
followed by a concert at 4 PM (price $5). For those wishing to attend all
three events, the total cost for the day is $35.

The workshops will be held at the Piano Exchange showroom near the
junction of Interstates 5 and 8. Reservations should be made in advance by
phoning (714) 298-5313.

LAST VESTIGE OF KINGS” MORTON
SET FOR CARNEGIE CINEMA

A Wonder Morton console—the facny picket rail affair with four
manuals—which is the last remaining vestige of the once great instrumetn
installed in Loew’s Kings Theare, Brooklyn, has been restored by Don
Schwing and will be connected to the Ben Hall Wurlitzer in Carnegie
Cinema, it was disclosed in August by Organist Lee Erwin.

"We plan to use it for playing duets at the theatre”, Erwin explained. He
also noted that because of the tight space area where the console will be
placed it is not possible to put a regular organ benchin and a search is on for
a Howard seat.

Many organ buffs who have never been to New York, or were prior to
installation of the Hall instrument in the Carnegie Cinema, have no idea
what the place looks like. During a trip to New York City, following the
ATOS Detroit Convention, Lee Erwin was contacted and made arrange-
ments for The Console staff to make a quick trip to the movie house and
photograph it.

For those who may be uninformed about the demise of Loew’s Kings
Theatre 4/22 Wonder Morton, the organ was removed from the theatre
and stored at Town Hall, where it was destined for re-erection. Circumstan-
ces forced a change in plans and the organ remained stored at that location.

Unfortunatedly, heavy vandalism—parts having metal content were
ripped off and sold to scrap metal dealers—reduced the famous organ to
practically nothing. Even the console was considered a total loss until
Schwing was able to reconstruct and restore it.

Organ-ized Ads in The Console RELAY AND TOES
get results! DAMAGED IN BARTON
ORGAN MOVE

Damage to the LATOS-owned
3/12 Barton organ relay and a per-
sonal injury apparently involving
two toes belonging to Acting Chair-
man Tom Norman, occurred dur-

- LEDWON TO UNVEI
. ORGAN OCT. 24—
. YOU'RE INVITED!

Exactly four years and on

day after a raging brush fir
almost wiped his residence an
Wourlitzer organ off the map
John Ledwon announced thi
month that from 12 Noon to
pm, October 24th, he will have
a house warming and invite

organ buffs and their friends to!
drop by to see and hear the res-
tored Wurlitzer. He will enter-
tain all those who volunteered
their help following the fire and
during the rehabilitation of th
instrument at a special party t
be held prior to the open hous
event.

The Ledwon

residence

Agoure, Calif. 91301.
i reached via the Ventura Free
% way, taking the Kanan Roa
exit south, for approximate
one-quarter mile to Corne
Raod, left on Cornell approx
mately one mile to Wagon!
Road, right on Wagon to creek.
Further information may be
obtained by calling (213) 889-
8894

ing the relocation of the instrument
Saturday, August 28th. The organ
was moved from its commercial
storage warehouse area in Pasad-
ena to a warehouse owned by Ross
Reid in La Mirada. Reid offered to
store the instrument free of charge,
thus relieving LATOS of paying
expensive monthly charges.
Extent of the damage done to the
relay must await full assessment by
competant organ technicians. Nor-
man’'s situation, it is understood,
could result in the loss of one toe.
Details of both accidents are lack-
ing. It was reported Norman was
taken to Pasadena LEmergency
Hospital for treatment. His injury, it
was explained, is covered by the
large LATOS insurance policy
taken out for this purpose.
Several organmen who learned
of the relocation move deplored the
fact that an organ technician with
some knowledge of organs was not
nresent to supervise the transfer.

THE CONSOLE
AUGUST, 1982

PAGE 3




BRITISH

ORGANS

ON THE
MOVE

It's quite amazing how our theatre organs seem to get moved around. It’s as though the poor old
dears are restless in their new found walks of life

One fire-breathing Christie that once thrilled the patrons of the Majestic cinema in Reigate, Surrey,
England was moved to a motor car showroom, The Reliance Garage, in Kings Lynn in Norfolk, It was
recorded on two LPs by Arnold Loxam and numerous concerts were held there. Ted Ransome, the
owner has had to sell it and enthusiasts Roly Walker has purchased the 3/7 and will re-install at
Wellingborough in Northants.

The illuminated console was huge and built by Holophane, not noted for their sleek proportions!

Gun jumping is the name of the game at the moment. The LTOT are keeping us all guessing where
they will finally unload and reinstall their 4/14 Wurlitzer from the Gaumont cinema, Manchester. They
have been looking for a home for this tremendously popular British Wurlitzer. Reports had it going into
the vacated chambers of the Odeon cinema (ex-Pyramid) in Sale in Manchester suburbia. It once
housed, curiously, the Trust's 3/8 Christie, now in the bluecoat school and playing in rough state.

The Gaumont job despite printed reports isn’t going in the Odeon Sale. The house was as you can
imagine an Egyptian style cinema.

The Wurlitzer 2/10 that once supplied soothing music to the upper class patrons of London’s West
end when it resided in the famous Leicester Square Theatre (originally showcase for RKO pictures)
went into private home ownership after it came out of that ornate and rather refined cinema. Now it has
moved again. This time to the Mechanical Music Museum in Cotton, near Stowmarket in Suffolk. It
will be opened by Nigel Ogden and David Ivory in a small cinema with 30s decor. A piano has been
added and the console placed on a slow lift. At Leichester Square Theatre, London, the lift was a
hydraulic affair. I recall watching the late Gerald Shaw playing for premieres.

| also recall getting my shoes wet going down below in the pit which also was on a lift, as the hydraulic
pipes were always leaking! You could hardly hear the organ as the installation was an afterthought and
said to be requested by RKO who had arranged to show their new films there. The grille was long and
narrow and the pipes high in the roof. It was second-hand from the Stillwell theatre, Brooklyn. Anyone
recall seeing it there, Brooklynites? The Regent Cinema Poole in Dorset had a fine 3/9 Christie, and
some years ago a group of enthusiasts purchased the forgotten organ and installed it in the ballroom of
the Antelope Hotel in Poole. Again they had concerts and so forth, but the group dishanded and they
sold it to the Sandford Park Holiday Centre in Dorset, so it hasn’t moved too far. It has now gota
computer system and can reproduce via cassette, This time its console is on a lift.

Holiday camps are good places for organs it seems. Gunton Hall Lowestoft Compton from the
State-Granada Dartford, Kent, is doing well and popular for holidaymakers to dance to and they hold
many concerts there for the real fans. The pipes are in the roof over the bandstage just like the "You
know where ballroom in you know where? in Lancashire.

Up in Scarborough ex-theatre organist and hotel owner Arthur Turner has opened his Hollywood
Plaza. Its an old 1916-built silent cinema and has been a garage for many years. He has updated to the
golden era style and is just finishing installing the 3/8 Wurlitzer that came from the Ritz-ABC Cinema
in Ipswich in Suffolk, England. He has old but classic films, the type the film buffs go for...Casblanca.
Y ou know the sort of thing. Good luck Arthur Turner. He has certainly stockpiled organs. He told me
he bought about three Compton electronics, rare Theatrones, Melotones, plus the Christie hybrid from
the Ritz Birkenhead, the Ritz Ipswich Wurlitzer, the excellent Regal- ABC Torquak Compton 3/11 and
the beautiful four decker console that once played one of Britains most famous and best organs in Lon-
don’s Paramount Theatre. He had intended to play it all from hisCompton console. Obviously he has

From its original installation in the Leicester Square Theatre, London, this 2/10 Wurlitzer is
now in its fourth home.
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changed his mind!
DEREK KNIGHTS REBIRTHING
COMPTON

Derek Knights is one of those chaps who spends
many hours up in dusty organ chambers chasing
ciphers and repairing pipes. He is at present coax-
ing back into life the late style “lively” Compton of
the State Cinema in Grays, Essex. I used to love
driving to the concerts there a few years ago.
Tom B'hend was taken there to sample a typical
British organ concert and organ. Excellent pres-
entation from a very keen manager and projec-
tion team in this lone 2,200 seater, care worn
through the cinema was.

It went off the concert circuit for reasons best
left alone, but now we are glad to be told they are
going to have concerts again. The big names
were glad to play this organ. A standard model
3/6 Melotone with the usual illuminated console
which is all being tarted up too. Hope they get the
"Melly” going. Built in 1938 and typical of this
type of organ. The Muted Trumpet and Tuba will
rattle your ear drums in time honoured fashion.
David Hamilton made a popular LP here. We are
short of organs in this vast area of southern Eng-
land.

KILBURN STATE CONSOLE OUT?

Speaking of these-nowadays deserted museumn
pieces—the cinemas—the famous Gau-
mont-State Kilburn, London, often mentioned in

Continued on page 22



Praise for his console artistry hasbeen
given Phil Silberhorn, of Lombard,
Illinois, but only a few are ever privi-
leged to hear him. On August 14th,
he surfaced in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, and Pikes Peak Area Thea-
tre organ Society members were
deeply impressed with his playing
skills at the console of the 3/8 Wur-
litzer in City Auditorium. He played a
45-minute program. Also, while in
town, the young organist played over
three hours while Bob Boyer, pro-
ducer of the society's radio program
"Pipes, Pedals and Fidelity”,
recorded the creative music for future
programs. This alonge is quite a credit
to Silberhorn. Boyer airs nothing but
the finest quaility theatre organ music
on the program. Silberhorn graduated
from Lombard High School in June
and presently has 30 students under
his direction. "Without exception,
Phil Silberhorn is one of the most
gifted artists PPATOS has seen and
we hope he receives the justly due
exposure to join the ranks of other up
and coming professional theatre orga-
nists”, stated Martin G. Meier, Chair-
man.

CONCERT SELLING
37-NOTE ORGAN-
TYPE MANUALS

Concert Recording—the firm is still very
much in business—is currently liquidat-
ing items that were acquired for various
products that have been discontinued.
Among these are a load of Pratt-Reed
pipe organ type 37-note brand new key-
boards that have never been used.
Owner William Johnson has announced
the units will be sold for one dollar a
note—or $37 each. "This is less than the
orignal purchase price”, he noted. For
further information, call Concert Record-
ing (213) 567-9686. The units have
gold contacts.

TWO READERS SUPPLY INFO ON
SHEEPSHEAD THEATRE

Published as a co-feature in the June issue to the art-deco
movie palace created by Joseph Musil, the Sheepshead Theatre
article prompted two Console readers to send information about
the house. Michael Miller, well-known New York City theatre
buff, noted the structure was designed by R. Thomas Short, who
was the architect of some dozen houses of similar size and
external appearance in Queens, Brooklyn and Long Island.
Miller and Jeffrey A. Morrell, of Lindenhurst, N.Y ., both noted
the theatre was sold and turned into a bowling alley first, then into
a roller skating rink. It was last operated as a movie house by the
Century Theatres chain.

According to Morrell, "the Sheepshead once housed a Kim-
ball three-manual organ, although I am not sure how many ranks
it had. A friend went to see the remains of the organ when
Century still owned it. The console was gone, one chamber had
severe water damage—probably caused by a steam pipe which
ran right through the middle of the chamber. The opposite
chamber had been badly vandalized over the years. If the new
owners did not install air conditioning in the chamber areas, the
organ may still be there”.

"The theatre building is visible from the Belt Parkway as it
winds through Sheepshead Bay in Brooklyn”, Morrell added.

HIS EXCELLENCY, Philippine President Fernand Marco
presents Jeanette Acosta the award honoring her as one of
ten Outstanding Philipinos Overseas. The presentation was
made August 10th at Malacanang Palace in Manilla. The
young organist made her debut in theatre organ circles
playing a formal concert on the Hollywood High School
Skinner organ under the audspices of her teacher, Del Cas-
tillo, noted theatre organist.

BOB VAUGHN EXPANDS SILENT
FILM COVERAGE IN CALIF.

Already performing silent film accompaniment at the Avenue
and Castro Theatres in San Francisco, plus the Empress in
Vallejo and out-of-town sporatic dates at Roseville, Calif., where
Sierra Chapter ATOS is due to install a Wurlitzer in the Roseville
Theatre and in Modesto, Calif., Organist Bob Vaughn has added
still another playing date to his already jammed schedule. He is
currently accompanying a series of silent films programs at the
Fox Theatre in Redwood City, also the home town for the Capn’s
Galley Wurlitzer organ. He presides at the console of an elec-
tronic organ every Wednesday and Saturday night.

A feature that is unique offers "Dinner and Movie Combo”.
Patrons pay $5.95 and have a meal of salad, Quiche or
Lasagne, etc., dessert, coffee or tea, plus the film program.

"Response has been good enough that we are filling in dates
now until the end of the year”, Vaughn said. "It is interesting to
note”, he added, "that every theatre 1 play in is one saved from
the wrecker's ball”.

ACADEMY PROUD OF
HILLGREEN-LANE

Roswell Military Academy is proud of
its 3/14 Hillgreen-Lane theatre pipe
organ that was donated to the institution
several years ago by theatre owners. The
instrument has been given constant
attention throughout its stay in the school
auditorium. Bob MacNeur, now man-
ager of famed Paramount Music Palace
in Indianapolis, and Pizza Potentate Bill
Brown of Phoenix, both lavished atten-
tion on the instrument when they were
students at the Academy.

Recently work has been underway in
the chamber area. The ceiling height has
been lowered from 20 to 12 feet and
Wourlitzer shutters installed in larger
openings. More room has also been
created for the piano donated by Sandy
Fleet.

The school presents concerts acca-
sionally and have featured well-known
theatre organists at the console.

STAN KANN RETURNS
TO ST. LOUIS FOX

Stan Kann returned to St. Louis and
the Fox Theatre Wurlitzer for 16 perfor-
mances beginning September 7th. He
played half hour recitals on the 4/36
Woarlitzer before performances of the
show Barnumn and also accompanied
two silent movies—The Eagle on Sept.
23rd and The Phantom of the Opera on
the 24th.

He was also featured on the Jack Car-
ney Show, broadcast over KMOX for
five mornings from the stage of the big
theatre. Kann played the Wurlitzer and
such notables as Phylis Diller, Mitch
Miller, Jimmy Dean, Eddie Fisher and
Eddie Samuels were in the 9 am to noon
shows along with a stage band.

DELL ON TV DOING
DODGERS DUTIES

Helen Dell is one of the busy organists
in the U.S. Dropping out of the theatre
organ world scene following the Atlanta
ATOS Convention in 1978, news of her
activities seemed to evaporate. But she
was operating on a full schedule for the
Dodgers Baseball team, just as she has
been for the past 11 years. This came out
on Wednesday, Sept. 15th on the CBS
Channel 2 News telecast in Southern
California at 6:50 pm. The special fea-
ture on the artist showed her at the con-
sole of a large electronic organ in the
press box atop Dodger Stadium in Los
Angeles playing for one of the games.

She is official organist for the team and
plots each day's music much the same
way a silent film organist cues a movie.
She has special tunes for visitors, celebri-
ties and baseball action. The segment on
her closed with the announcer noting:
"Her music makes going to a ball game a
most enjoyable event for the fans.”

Candi Celebrates

Candi Carley celebrated her sixth
anniversary as a staff organist at the
Great American Wind Machine, Rese-
da, Calif., Friday, August 20th.
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