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IMPRESSES BRITISH——Walt Strony,Phoenix organist, made his
debut in Londen for the ATCS chapter on the 3/8 Wurlitzer in
the Granada Cinema,Harrow, and also played other programs
at Hyde, in Cheshire, and Farmnsborough,Hamshire, all of which
were rated some of the finest ever played by an American art-
ist. ——John D, Sharp photo

Theatre organ concerts in Britain tend mostly to be held cn
Sundays. You could say it's 2 medern tradition. To have to book
one on a Saturday is considered risky as most people have shopp-
ing and cleaning the car to do, etc. It was the celebration of its
fifth anniversary that brought about the Saturday date by London
Chapter ATOS in an 'organ weekend'. This was the second con-
cert which followed a late Friday night program,

I and others made our way to the suburban Granada cinema in
Harrow which meant an earlier than ususal start for me as the
concert began at 10:30, But I didn't want to pass up the opportun
ity to see Walt Strony make his debut in the U, K,

I'm glad I didn't as it turned out to be one of the finest con -
certs by an American artist I've heard, A pity the early start ang
Saturday which probably was the reason that more were not pres-
ent, Those who were there heard the 3/8 Wurlitzer, a bright and
breezy, typically British late style Wurlitzer put through her paces

Everyone sat in the balcony since the stalls are out of use now-
adays after tripling. Norman Barfield thanked those fcr coming,
especially the ones from Holland, the north of England, and I can+
not remember getting a round of applause when "yours truly" was
thanked for appearing all the way from the Kent coast!

Walt tried to start, but someone had forgot to switch on the
blower. It helps a lot. Well, I'm not too technical myself,but
"That's Entertainment" was the breezy opener-—-and what an ar-
rangement! Next, "This Nearly Was Mine" changed the mood;
"Jealousyy not copying you-know-who's version; '"Flight of the
Bumblebee'}"Indian Love Call" had those Tibias wooing. There
was a flash of classical with Jongen's "Tocatta that showed Mr,
Strony could use both feet, A Gershwin medley, always popular
over here, and John Williams' film music for "Superman" ended
the first half.

Unfortunately your postal service let Mr. Strony down badly,
Several weeks beforehand he had sent off a pile of his latest LPs
and they hadn't arrived by his concert time, They would have
been snapped up with the others on Noreen and John Hoskett's
sales stall in the foyer.

I spent so many houss in this Granada when 1 lived near here s¢

many yeais in the 1940s and 50s and saw every big name at the | -

console, so it was a nostalgic wallow wandering around.

After the interval we heard a dellightful "Valse Mirage,'Night
and Day'} a superb Carmen medley—-and the ex¢iting "Hoedowd'
by your clever Aaron Copeland was the encore and the end of a
fine concert. [t was quite the best handling of this organ, which
he said to me he loved and had never played an organ of this
size as good as this one in the USA, Well, they don't have them
as recent (1937), maybe,

The applause was long and loud and despite time being against
us, as lunch had to be got by the group and then buses off to sun-
ny Brighton on the Sussex coast, Walt was ready to chat to fans,

Mr. Strony, you must come back again and 1 and cthers wculd
like to hear you on a larger instrument—-say Torch's Regal Ed-
monton or the Odeon Leicester Square Compton.

ORGANS CONTINUE TO COME AND GO from cinemas and
even those transplanted from cinemas several years ago are being
sold and moved into new homes. e —

The fiery late style Christie that was
origninally in the Majestic cinema Rei-
gate, Surry with its huge glass surround
and fierce French Trumpet went into the
Reliance Garage in Kings Lynn and now
after several LPs have been made here
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by Arnold Loxam, plus broadcasts, has been sold and moved to
Wellingborough in Northamptonshire where it is to be reinstalled.
DO YOU RECALL Frank Olsen making a most delightful debut
for one of the two only Scottish makes of theatre organ on the
Concert label some years ago? The IP was called "Paisley!! The
organ, a pleasant 3/10 Hilsdon that was rediscovered in the 3, 000-
seater Picture House,Paisley. It survived somehow and was play-

| ed for Bingo when movies flickered off the big screen. Now the

cinema is due to be demolished, but happily the owners have --
found a group to give this organ a new home.

It is going to stay in Scotland, tco. The East Kilbride Cinema
Organ Society, near Glasgow, will have it. At present they think
they may add it to their 2/10 Wurlitzer in a Civic Hall, and have
asked the organ fraternity to help them locate a larger console to
take 20 ranks of pipes. There are not too many four decker con-
soles over here in the first place. There is also the possibility it
will be installed separately.

New Cinema Group Formed*

WITH THE SALES LEAPING UPWARDS daily of video (which
have new films available in that form)as they run in many cine-
mas) the future looks indeed gloomy for the motion picture thea-
tres in every part of the world as a form of exhibiting a movie,a
sad and depressing thcought, I mentioned a while back that a new
society for cinema building lovers called the Mercia Society had
started a year ago and had a mag- s 0l =
azine with articles and photos a-
bout cinemas and their histories,
ect,

The criginal group over here
called the Cinema Theatre Assoc-
iation (CTA we call them) have
had for years an interesting news-
letter but never any photos, crazy
as it seems to me, but now they
have brought cut what promises to
be a new magazine aside from the
newsletter, It's called "Picture
House', a name redolent for us
here of the early years of cinemas
Many hundreds were called "Pic-
ture House'.

Cne article is about the Gran-
ada Bedford, first of the typical
Granadas with their distinctive
pillared consoles for Wurlitzers of
eight ranks.

Another article by Richard
Grey, who is on their committee,
is about the Paramount, Birming-
ham, now the Odeon, of course,
and still happily in business-—
not twinned or tripled. Apart
from the dreadful "Zing" treat -
ment-—-having drapes and lowered ceilings put in the 1960s—blott-
ing out the beautiful damask proscenium arch and muffling tones
of the excellent four-manual Compton still in situ, too, the place
has changed less than many.

It's on a diet of pop, roei-—all the big names play there.
(Continued on Page Fourteen)

TONY BERNARD-SMITH new
Editor of Cinema Crgan Quart-
erly Joumal, published by the
Cinema Organ Society.

IT'S OUT!

OUR COMPLETE 68+ PAGE CATALOG
ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!

SEND $4.25 TODAY

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY

1018 LORENZ DRIVE - BOX 129
ANKENY, IOWA 50021




ORGANIST RAY YOUNG plays with jazz quintet in
Colorado Springs City Auditorium
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ORGAN WITH JAZZ SHOW PROVES
POPULAR WITH BUFFS, PUBLIC
What happens when you put a jazz quintet with a
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ? Well the Pikes Peak
Area Theatre Organ Society called in "Organ-ized
Jazz" and the results were successful and pleasing.
Presenting their program May 2nd at the Colorado

Spring City Auditorium, the show featured Ray Young

at the console of the 3/8 Wurlitzer and the Ray De-
Witt Jazz vuintet, Organist Young has a very unique
and polished jazz style which was well executed dur-
ing this program,

Patrons were extremely pleased and enthusiastic
with the new combination of sound; and even ATOS

members were surprised at how good the program was,

*Society Sponsors Silent*

Pikes Peak Area Society presented a silent movie
program in March with Roy Hanson at the console
and has plans to have a similar show later this sum-
mer. In October they will sponsor Bob Ralston from
the Lawrence Welk show at Colorado Springs City

Auditorium (the 15th), and at the Denver Paramount

on October 16th.

The group also sponsors a weekly radio program of
theatre organ music which is produced by PATOS
member Bob Boyer. This is the Society's tenth anni-
versary year and the membership is much more ac-
tive than during the entire history of the group, it

was reported by Martin G. Meier, Society Chairman.

SORT OF ANEARLY-BIRD LESSON

ORGANIST WALKS AWAY FROM WRECK;
10 MIN,FROM HOME, TOTALLED CAR

Experience is a great teacher—-and it can also be
the death of you if you don't watch out. And Organ-
ist Chris Elliott learned first hand late Friday, June 11
while driving home to Santa Ana from North Holly-
wood that it pays to heed the warning-—"if you are
sleepy, pull off the road for a brief nap'.

But he was only 10 minutes from home-—almost in
front of the Garden Grove Crystal Cathedral when he
drifted off to dreamland and his car went over the
edge of the freeway, rolled at least twice, causing
approximately $4, 500 damage, coming to rest in a
totalled condition. Elliott,rudely awakened by this
time, managed to extricate himself and with only a
few scratches to show for the incident, walked away
from the wreck.

He had been at the Simoenton residence in North
Hollywood with Lyn Larsen and Steve Ross while the
latter was recording the Wurlitzer for 4 new album.

JAZZ CUINTET WITH WURLITZER —Unusual combination presented by
Pikes Peak Area Theatre Organ Society pleases Rocky Mountain pecple.
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P|LGRIMAGE THEATRE ROBERT-MORTON UP FOR
GRABS IN L.A,COUNTY BIDDING FOR ORGAN

Almost never heard, except for a single afternoon performance shortly
following its installation, the 2/4 Robert-Morton theatre organ at the Ford
Theatre (formerly the cutdoor Pilgrimage Play Theatre-—-before religious
problems arcse) this month was spending its last days in the South light tow-
er of the theatre, The organ was advertised for sale "AS IS" and "WHERE
IS" by the Purchasing and Stores Department, County of Los Angeles, and
a request for bids by June 22 was made. Condition of the organ was listed
as "Possibly vandalized, pipes missing,"

Eugene Davis, L, A, organ buff, became interested in the instrument and
talked to county officials about it. The organ was long unused, as was the
theatre, due to'the type of program that was presented there for many years
which finally came under fire because of the religious nature of the produc-
tion. Opened as the Pilgrimage Play Theatre, the county finally was forced
to abaondon the name and discontinue permitting the play to be staged.

In recent years the theatre has been renamed in honor of Supervisor John
Anson Ford and returned to an active, but limited schedule. The organ
was not used.

In fact, in 1966, about two years after its installation, vandals damaged
the instrument and destroyed some of the pipework, The instrument was
restored by Crgan Enterprises but even then was not used and gradually
fell into disrepair again. It is also possible vandals again damaged it.

Its original location was the Madrid Theatre, 80th and South Broadway
in Los Angeles, After being removed from the theatre it was installed in
the home of Mrs, M. Hathaway in the Silver Lake District and remained
there until its owner donated the organ to the County of Los Angeles for
the Pilgrimage Theatre.

The single afternocn public performance of the organ was played by Gay-
lord Carter for an LATOS pienic.

CONSOLE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE [NCREASES

Continued inflationary production costs, a decrease in advertising by
organ companies and climbing postal rates have made it necessary to an-
pounce an increase in subscription rates to The Console, Effective with
August. First Class subscriptions (mailed in envelopes) will be $27. Sec-
ond Class subscriptions in U, S, are $12; Canada and Overseas, $13, Over-
seas Air Mail (printed matter classification), $30. Back issues will cost
$1.25.

The general increase, according to studies made over the past six to
eight months, will enable the publication to break even relying on sub-
scriptions alone and guarantee a monthly issue of 16 to 20 pages; adver-
tising revenue, as it is contracted, will permit an increase in the number
of pages, depending, of course, on the number of advertising insertions
received each month,

Classified advertising rates will be $2 for the first 20 words and $1. 50
each additional 20 words. A service charge of $1 for classified ads sent
to The Console without payment accompanying them,

Subscription rate increases were made approximately two years ago
when all classifications except the second class mailing was abandoned
because of the steep postage increases. First class mailing was re-institut-
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ed within the past six months for those who demand-
ed it, but at an exceedingly high cost.

The new rates, if not implemented would ferce
The Console to resort to bi-monthly publication
schedule, but rather than do this, the publisher

would suspend publication altogether and go out of
business,



STRONY CONCERT | [

AT CASTRO WINS
WIDE ACCLAIM

Text from reviews
by Dr. Ed Mullins
and Bob Wilcox

This was one of those most
unusual California days in the
Bay area—it was a mild 75de-
grees at 7:30 and by 9:15 San
Francisco was a very warm 78,

Having never been to Castro
street I could not believe how
busy all of the shops and bars
were at this time of morning,

Many of the cognoscenti and
literati of the organ world were
in attendance, Most profession-
al theatre organists from the
Bay area were there;several
hearing the organ for the first
time. Conspicuous by their ab- |
sence were organists who have
church jobs on Sunday morning
——and this was Sunday morning
May 23rd.

With the hour of 10am rapid-
ly approaching it was cbvious
this was not to be a normal
ATOS program. There were
members present not only from
Nor-Caljbut Sierra Chapter; [
AMICA; The Society for Ani-
mation;Bay Area Electric Rail- |
road Association;Sons-of-the- |
Desert——Blotto Tent (this is the |
Laurel and Hardy fan club, lo-
cal units are called 'Tents');
and several other groups. |

With the balcony closed, the
audience almost completely f
filled the main floor. Late ar- |
rivals—-and they were numer-
ous-—aquietly filled the remain-
ing orchestra floor seats, |

Walt Strony arrived in San
Francisco on a exciting "Dive ‘
Bomber" flight from Phoenix,
complete with crash landing |
drill. As the house lights
dimmed Strony slipped down
into the pit from the stage, the |
only present access route, and |
soitly walked toward the con- [
sole, He tripped but re covered,

ot on the bench and started up
with "That's Entertainment',

He greeted the applause for
his opener by remarking that
every performer likes to do
something to get his audience's
attention and that he had done
so by tripping, even though he
had geen in the theatre pract-
icing prior to the show.

Strony then stated he planned
to play 14 selections to show
off the new Wurlitzer and if the
audience liked them there
would be 15. If they didn't then
he would play 45 minutes of
ballads,

There was no doubt but what
the audience enjoyed every
selection played on the four
manual and its presently 11 play|
ing ranks.

A Gershwin medley opened
the show--"Rialto Ripples'y
"Bess You Is My Woman" and
Fascinatin' Rhythm" —after

SRR 11 =S 172 1=

| Stephen Dennis and Rudy Frey, Nor-Cal Chairman,

| detry Air" and commented, " The true test of a good or
Y ’ g

| to present his audiences with the widest variety possi-

| westemn University. Melgard, of course, gave him his

| men and had to bring the console up again for an en-

__Walt Strony at the Castro Wurlitzer Console.

which he said,"We all really owe the Taylors:and Ed
Stout a round of applause for the sound of this instru-
ment!! The Taylors are brothers Richard and William,
who own the organ, and their father Raymond who is
Nor-Cal's Program Chairman, Edward Millington Stout,
111, is organ consultant and tonal finisher. Other mem-
bers of the organ crew are Herbert Boese, Richard Clay,

He showed off the Diapasons when playing "London-

gan is one that not only can sound good loud, but can

sound really good soft. This one certainly does pass
that test,"
This artist's selection of music illustrates his ability

ble. The audience was most attentive and amazed at
how effortlessly Strony plays, This young man has
come a long way since he did a cameo ~with Al Mel-
gard at Chicago Stadium when he was just a kid. He
studied piano with Giulio Favario of Chicago's Lyric
Opera and classical organ with Herbert L, White of the
Sherwood Music School, and Karel Paukert at North-

theatre organ tutelage.
Strony closed with a Fantasy on George Bizet's Car-

core which was "Sabre Dance'. He had put the crgan
to the test—received deafening applause—and no one
could say that either artist or organ had not passed with
flying colors.

On hand for the concert was Allen Rossiter, well-
known New York theatre organ buff and official of New
York Theatre Organ Society, He praised Strony for a
"really thoroughly professional presentation and phe-
nominal playing-—and what a tribute by those who got
up so early to honor Strony! It was a red letter day
for all concerned, "

Several of the groups present at the concert went on
to their own meetings that afternoon. A pole late that
evening found that discussion about the program was
in effect top-rated reviews. Strony and the organ had
indeed passed with flying colors.

It should have been pointed out that Strony's arrival |
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in San Francisco almost didn't
happen. It was due to the air-
liner he was aboard which, after
departing Phoenix suffered a
loud jarring thud. Passengers
were instructed how to hold onto
their ankles, tuck their heads
and prepare for the emergency
landing they were then making
_practice attempts at. The em-
ergency landing was carried out
successfully and Strony was able
to play his outstanding program
without bandages, undue nervous-
ness for his approving audience,

WHEN IN CINCINNATI plan to
visit the Emery Theatre —Al-
ways a one-half hour Wurlitzer
concert before screen time,
plus intermission music, Call
721-2741 for informatio
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Theatre PIPE ORGAN Builders

Gorsuch Enterprises, Inc. Phone (712) 5604506 |
P.0. Box 11536, San Diego, CA 92111
Send for FREE Catalog

e OMNIPLEX RELAY SYSTEM
Multiplex relay; many options; improves
reliability; saves space in chambers and
console,

e OMNI-RHYTHM UNIT
Microprocessor controlled unit for pipe
organs; includes 16 rhythm patterns.

e WURLITZER REPLICA
Consoles, Windchests, Trems, Regulators,
Toy Counters, etc.
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JEAN KING at the console of Longwood Gardens organ.

SENIOR CITJZENS GET WURLITZER

Lockport, New York. aficionados responded appreciately to
the rennaisance of the theatre organ at the Senior Citizens
Centre on Sunday, May 9th when the mighty Wurlitzer in: -
stalled by the Lockport Theatre Organ Society reverberated
to the sound of music again after a period of four years in
storage.

With Irving J. Toner at the two-manual console, the vener-
able Wurlitzer was heard for the first time by Centre members
and guests who roundly applauded Toner's informal program
of Broadway show tunes, pop music and familiar melodies of
Stephen Foster, Victor Herbert, Irving Berlin and Richard Rod-

ers.
8 So far as it can be determined, the Lockport Centre is the

first senior citizen facility in the country to house an authen- |

tic theatre pipe organ.

The organist was introduced to his audience by W, Harold
LeValley, president of the Lockport Theatre Organ Society.
Gregory Nellist, organizer and first president of the Society,
and Pasquale (Pat) Licata, who stored the organ in his attic
and garage for a year, were on hand for the initial public
program. Both test-played the organ during its restoration
and installation at the Center,

Six of the eight ranks in the instrument were heard—-Tibisa,
Concert Flute, String, String Celeste, Open Diapason, Oboe
Horm Work of repairing the Vox Humana and Tuba ranks
is still underway and the society anticipates the formal dedi-
cation of the organ will be made within several months.

The organ was first installed for the Buffalo Broadcasting
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LONGWOOD GARDENS ORGAN USED FOR
CLASSICAL,POP MUSICAL PROGRAMS

Longwood Gardens, the former Pierre S. DuPont Estate,
Kennett Square,Pennsylvania, is the home of the huge four
manual Aeolian pipe organ that has been heard in recent
years primarily in afternoon concert programs that were
originally based on a classical format, Gradually there has
been developed another format that not only presents the
classical literature, but light popular music which is now
usually played by fean King.

The annual celebration of the Easter Festival is an ex-
cellent display of both types of music., The Festival is en-
acted at Longwood Gardens amid the legendary lush green-
ery and a spectacular array of flowers, Two days, April 10
and 11 saw the six-hundred-seat capacity ballrcom filled
twice with Jean King heralding new life to Spring with her
deft’handling of the majestic Aeolian-Skinner crgan.

She skillfully blended a potporri of springtime numbers
into her most enjoyable program. In the tradition of theatre
, organist styling, she opened her program with a rousing wel-
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Company in its Rand Building radio studics. Later it was pur-
chased by a Masonic Lodge in Buffalo, then sold to Harold |
Hontz in nearby Amherst, The Lockport group acquired it in |
1979. I
9E19ghteeu months ago the Society began moving the organ

into the Centre and devoting hundreds of hours to cleaning,
releathering and installing the instrument, Missing parts were
obtained from other societies. |
LARSEN SAN SYLMAR SHOWS ATTENDED BY 314 I

Two concerts sponsored by Los Angeles Theatre Organ So- ’
ciety exclusively for those who have purchased season tickeis!
to the Society's three-concert series scheduled to be played
at Pasadena Civic Auditorium, were attended by a total of
314 people. Not all were ticket holders, however, since a
number of "freebies" were apparently handed out, it was
learned.

There were 50 reported in attendance at the early evening
performance on June 12, and 264 at the second show which
Larsen played at 8:30.

LANSING GROUP ATTEMPTING TO FIND ORGAN SPACE

Lansing Theatre Organ, Inc.Board of Directors are ::
attempting to find a home for the Barton theatre organ the
group owns. The instrument came from the Michigan Thea-
tre in Lansing and the Board has investigated sites in Lansing,
East Lansing, and Grand Ledge. Ncne of thestructures were
deemed suitable for the organ, al- 2
though it was reported that each of the
locations had some favorable charact-
eristics. Members of the organization
have been requested to suggest possible|;
areas or specific buildings where the
organ might be placed.

.. June

i

AUDIENCE and artist during program in the ballroom at Longwood.

come to Spring in a medley of "When the Red,Red Robin Comes Bob,
Bob Bobbing Along,' "June Is Bustin' Out All Over'at the end of which
there was little doubt the artist and the instrument were working
smoothly as a2 team. With complete confidence she closed the medley
with a mighty crescendo, Then,with equal confidence and mastery,
she brought the ten-thousand and ten pipes down to a mere whisper
playing——in the style of the late Jesse Crawford—a "Rose" medley:
"Only a Rose'} from the Vagabond King utilizing the beautiful string
section of the organ,"Roses of Piccard’ with tiblas and voxes, and end-
ing with MacDowell's "To A Wild Rose. Then it was a romp through
" April Showers'}, "Singin' in the Rain'} a whimsical version of "Narcis-
susy) a most original arrangement of "Blue Skies" and then a very up-
tempo chorus of "On the Sunny Side of the Street” and then into a
more traditional tempo of a final chorus of "Blue Skies"

Beautiful solo voices of the organ were (continued on page 17)







