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STILLMAN RICE DIES;WAS ONE*

OF NATION'S OUTSTANDING

THEATRE ORGAN PERSONALITIES

iy by Eleanor D, Weaver

Stillman H. Rice,President of the American
Theatre Organ Society from 1970 to 1972, died
at his home, Melody Hill, in North Haven,
Connecticut, on Thursday, April 30.

Born August 11,1902 in New Haven, Stillman
was executive manager of Rice San and Gravel
Company of North Haven, and was also active
in the New Haven Lions Club which he served
as president,

A lifelong pianist, he became ‘interested in
electronic organs as they developed following
World War II. He purchased his first home or-

gan in 1956, and was the founding spirit behind |

the Wurlitzer Guild of New Haven which he or-
ganized in 1959. Charter president for two
terms, he again filled that office in 1979-80.
During 1961, he joined Connecticut Valley
Chapter of ATOS, cr American Theatre Organ
Enthusiasts, as the national organization was
then named. He served as Connecticut chair-
man from 1966 to 1969, Q@utstanding accomp-
lishments during his administration included
incorporation of Connecticut Valley Chapter as
a non-profit, tax-exempt educational and phil-
anthropic organization (the first chapter to
achieve such status which served as pattern for
the national organization as well as chapters
all over the country); arranging for the dona-
tion of four separate theatre pipe organs to the
chapter; developing the pioneer contract under
which the chapter and Thomaston Opera House

Commission agreed to the installation of an or-{-

gan in the Opera House; and founding a youth
scholarship program to stimulate the interest
of young organists in the theatre pipe organ.

From 1970 to 1972 he was President of the
American Theatre Organ Society, His admini-
stration was marked by efforts to improve and
strengthen relations between chapters and the
national crganization.

In 1973 his wife Mildred, who was national
secretarir during part of his presidential term,
died following a long illness, Later he married
Claire Cross Swenson, who now survives him.
He is also survived by his son, Stillman H, Rice
III, his brother Jesse, and three grandchildren.

During recent years Stillman served Connect-
icut Valley Cahpter as Chairman of the Con-
cert Committee, building an outstanding cadre
of workers to cover the many assignments in-
volved in staging successful concerts, He re-
signed from that activity early in 1981,

In July 1981 he suffered a series of massive
heart attacks and hadbeen in varying degrees
of impared health since that time.

During his many years in the organ hobby,
Stillman made hundreds of friends throughout
the country, His home at Melody Hill was a
mecca for visiting electronic and theatre organ
buffs from all over the world. His custom, three
manual Allen digital organ was played by hun-
dreds of both professicnal and amateur organ-
ists, Ashley Miller recorded it in his newest
album entitled, "Souvenirs of Melody Hill',

Many artists who played concerts for Conn-
ecticut Valley Chapter were guests at Melody
Hill, and he }l{msteg countless receptions for
such visitors. He was doubtless one of the most
beloved figures in the current organ world, and
he will be sorely missed by all those who knew
him,

LEN RAWLE TO PLAY RIVIERA MAY 19TH
One of Britain's well-known theatre organ-
ists, Len Rawle, will appear in concert at the
console of the Wurlitzer organ in the! Riviera
Theatre, North Tonawanda,New York, May
19 at 8pm, In addition to this appearance,
he was also contracted to paly for Rochester
Theatre Crgan Society on May 17th,after the
Society leamed of his U.S. tour. Rawle and
Ron Rhode were both scheduled for Rochester
society members three days apart since Rhode
had already been signed to close the present

*SACRAVENTO ORGAN MOVED TO
'NEW LOCATION,PUT IN
'PLAYING SHAPE QUICKLY

After eight years residency in the Golden
‘Bear Playhouse —California's State Fairground
itheatre, the George A, Seaver Memorial Thea-
 tre pipe organ of Sierra Chapter ATOS has a
|  new home in the Community Clubhouse of the
|  Fair Oaks Recreation and Park District, a suburb
iof the state capitol city of California,

' In the move the organ frew from a 2/7 Style
E Wurlitzer to a 2/11 through the generosity of
Chapter Member David Molzhan,

The move was one of convenicnce; changing
_ ! conditicons at the fair grounds had decreased
i clyb accessibility to the instrument; it was diffi-
¢ cult for persons to reach the theatre at anytime,
: especially if other events were in progress on
: the grounds. The new location provided room
{ for two chambers and the increased size of the
i Wurlitzer,

. Architect of the move was Dave Moreno, an
i wxcellent technician as well as console artist.
" | Aiding him were many members of the club,

i but especially noticed were the efforts of Dale
Mendenhall, who is also a national ATOS offi-
cer, Jim Carpenter,Ray Anderson and Bob
Longfield.

"PD" for new installation (although incom-
plete) was March 7th and the chosen artist was
Dave Moreno-—'"PD" meaning 'Public Display—
whose sense of humor and console artistry were
really put to the test, Cyphered playing was
the order of the day, with Dale Mendenhall
kept busy "kiling them'! This led to one of
Moreno's best quips: "I work to get them to
play and 21l he (Mendenhall) does is stop them!"
Other subtle, or maybe not so 'sut tle' remarks
were: "In this installation you'll hear cyphers
in stereo instead of monaural'} (this because
the new installation is in two chambers rather

than one); "Dale Your tea is ready" when one
high noté, mindful of a whistling teakettle,

took off , or "Playing this is just like a slot
machine, you never know what will come out
when you push a key!"

There was more of Moreno's quick wit, but
what really counted was the 'new' sound from
the instrument, a tribute to Dave and his co-
horts' efforts of the past several months. Putt-
ing it mildly, some 150 Sierra Chapter memn-
belrs and friends enjoyed the day, cyphers and
all,

As yet incomplete, the installation will
eventually include a piano, which will be a
donation to the chapter. In addition to the
piano, there have been donations of pipes and
other parts, and a grant made by the Count
of Sacramento made the organ move possible,
(Continued on Page Six)
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THEATRE HISTORIAN Brother An-
drew Corsini stands with Organist
Tom Wibbels following the latter's
concert at the Band Organ Restaur-
ant in Mishawaka, Indiana April 19,
The theatre personality, who found-
ed Theatre Historical Society, is a
confirmed organ nut as well as a
theatre buff, Wibbells' show was
"Stardust Serenade! performed on
the 3/23 Wurlitzer; and also featur-
ed a sing-a-long and silent photo-
play starring Buster Keaton. Organ-
ist Wibbells, who has performed at
Kennedy Center and Burton-on-
Trent,England, not only demonstrat-|
ed his dynamic ability to improvise,
but also captivated the audience
with his classical talent when he
performed the Finale from Vierne's
Third Symphony. Another guest
enjoying the concert was Robert
Goldstine, Embassy Theatre execut- !

ive from Fort Wayne.
MINAT

"ORGAN CANNOT BE ELI

WURL I TZER HEAD RUDOLPH WURLITZER IN YEAR 1929

Prior to Black Friday in the month of October, 1929, opt omisim seemed to over-
shadow the day that would herald a period in world history that has become known
as the "Great Depression"! It was a period of transition from the silent to the sound
screen—-a depressing one for theatre organists and organ builders who well under-
stood what the "squwakies" meant to them, .

Ome brightray of hope flared briefly, and had it not been for the financial debacle
that was to come, there is belief that cne man's prognostications might have had a
bit of validity., But, as world markets collapsed and financial chacs became the or-
der of the day, retrenchment became the rule by which all businesses continued to
operate——much as they are doing in teday's financial plight. ) )

However, it is interesting to read what the "Mighty One" of the Mighty Wurlitzer
had to say about theatre organ and its continued popularity in the burgeoning growth
of sound movies. The following text is taken from the August 3, 1929 issue of Motion
Picture News: "Rudolph H. Wurlitzer, president of the Rudolph Wurlitzer Co., manu-
facturers of theatre organs recently returned fo his headquarters in Cincinnati from
an extensive tour of the country to survey the situation facing theatre owners and
the position of organ music in picture theatres where sound pictures are shown, de-
clared that actual experience is proving to the conviction of showmien and organ

| manufacturers that the public continues to demand this type of music in programs,

whether sound or silent pictures make up the screen portion
of the bill. Mr, Wurlitzer embodied his impressions regarding
the future of organs in motion picture theatres in the follow-
ing statement:

'l have watched with no little interest the development of
the talking picture and its effect on organ music in the mot-

organ concert series at the Auditorium Theatre,
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ion picture theatres. No use (Continued on Page Six)
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David Shepherd's latest LP—!'That Golden Age'— %

was recorded on the former Regal ABC Cinema Wur-
litzer, Kingston,now installed in the National Music-
al Museum at Brentford, a district of London. Items
on the platter: The ABC March, by Foort;Serenade
from Ballet, Les Millions d'Arlequin; 'Torch' Song
Parade of 1937; I've Got To Sing A Torch Song;Swing
is in the Air; You're Here, You're There;Wake Up and
Live; This Year's Kisses; Shooting Star (by Torch; se-
lections from Pennies From Heaven; Rodeo March by
Harold Ramsay, Side two has Newrad March by Joe
Seal, Dreaming, Serenade in the Night, Deep Purple,
High Heels, Serenade by Widor, Themes from Sky-
scraper Fantasg by Phillips and featuring the Bechstein
grand piano. “leeve notes by David Shepherd and
Richard Cole, kingpin of this museum,a guide and
lecturer, organ technician and a charming chap in the
bargain.

The record is a must for fans of this organ; it could
have been crisper and will be compared to the many
LP's and 78's cut in the Regal Cinema,but it's a good
one, and with it is another LP which is in fact Shep-
herd's first ever electronic one.

David is general manager of Gulbransen in the UK
and so here he plays both the 'Palace' and '"Rialto II'
models. Name of the disc is "Theatreland" and that's
the opening selection, Other tunes are classics, favor-
ite oldies and newer pop tunes. It's all theatrically
styled-— no way out nonsense. It won't frighten off the
pipe fams. It's on the Grosvenor label, just s David's
pipe recording,.

Grosvenor has two others out this month (yes, four).
"The Christie Sound" is the title of the latest LP's of

‘currently in vogue here with a
smash hit revue of their routines

§
.

ECORDS

IN REVIEW

day--John Maun. He makes re-
cords on electronics, mostly for
Eminent, the Dutch organ firm,
but thankfully here is his latest
pipe job. And what a smasherit
is, too, The sleeve has him look-
ing glamorous at a glamorous
Christie console (the type that
aped Wurlitzers' French style,
only more elephantine) for the
Granada circuit, From the Gran-
ada Enfield, and known earlier
as the Rialto, it is reckoned to
be the fourth Christie built and
possibly the oldest playing one
today.

Now it's in the studio of Tony
Manning at Famsborough in -
Hampshire,England. It is a 3/9
and has been seen by many USA
organ fans,

Jobhn is veddy British and will
not resort foolishly to aping
your American style. And why
should he indeed—-his boyhood
idol was—and still is-— Douglas
Reeve. John came from Bright-
on but over the years has devel-
oped his own brand of playing,
thankfully,

On this disc are: Alicante,
Even Now, Gold and Silver Waltz,
The Turkish Patrol, Flanagan
and Allen selection ( they were
a top vaudeville team and are

I‘.\

_one of the mest popular theatré organists in the UK to-

and songs, Side two
has a marvellous ver-
sion of Elephant Tan-
go, then that weepy
Macushla, a superb
HMS Pinafore selec-
tion by Gilbert and
Sullivan. Also there's
an old time TV theme
Little Red Monkey,
Haunting Rag-—a rare
item using the grand
piano— and a tradi-
tional song here 'Sus-
sex by the Sea!, the
county where Mann
hails,

This orjgan packs a
punch and Christie
reeds demand to be
heard. Tibias were a
weakness of these in-
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toriums, concert halls, opera houses and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of organs
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The Console provides equal space to all organiza-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
of all organ news and photos. Photographs, draw-
ings, organ catalogues, theatre programs, technical
articles, both contemporary and nestalgiz, are earn-
estly solicited. The Console will consider purchase of
libraries and other collections of ergan andfor theatre
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etc., to THE CONSOLE, Postoffice Box 744-C, Pasa-

(213) 794-7782.

struments. Perhaps it
was their 'church!
(Cont. on Page 10)
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TONY MANNING in his studio with the 3/9
Christie he has restcred. Installed in 1927
in the Rialto--later Granada Cinema at
Enfield in outer North Londen area, it has
just been recorded on the Grosvenor label
by John Mann and is titled "The Christie
Sound"
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Theatre PIPE ORGAN Builders

o OVINIPLEX RELAY SYSTEM

® OMNI-RHYTHM UNIT
o WURLITZER REPLICA
Gorsuch Enterprises, Inc. Pphone (714) 560-4606

P.0. Box 11536, San Diego, CA 92111
Send for FREE Catalog

Multiplex relay; many options; improves
reliability; saves space in chambers and
console.

Microprocessor controlled unit for pipe
organs; includes 16 rhythm patterns.

Consoles, Windchests, Trems, Regulators,
Toy Counters, etc.







