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Play up to aYamaha E-70.

ft

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System) developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under "organs."
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LARGEST AUDIENCE YET IN BRITAIN—Lyn Larsen seated at
the Allen Digital Theatre Organ he played before a large aud
ience, his largest todate in Great Britain, in Royal Albeit
Hall, April 2nd. The event was an organ festival sponsored by
Datsun, the Japanese auto builder. Story appears in Ian Dal-
gliesh's "British News" on page four.

BYRD THEATRE HEAD '
KILLED IN ROBBERY; i
WAS FRI END OF ORGAN |

George R. Stitzer, 72, manager ;
of the Eyed Theatre in Richmond, j
Virginia, apparently died behind
the wheel of his car about 12:20-
am, April 4th, the victim of what
was reported a robbery attempt.
He attempted to drive away from
the scene of the crime and his car
hit a parked car, pushing it into
the street for a half-block until m

Stitzer had'been an employee
of the theatre for 53 years,from H
the time it opened. ^
Speaking for the Richmond Or-

gan Enthusiasts Club, Miles Rudi- . ^■HgjjjjHHppi
sill,Jr.,said,"This is the end of an ' .
era. I can't think of any person
being at the same theatre for this
lengui of time, and a man who
was responsible for the success of *" -jl
our organ club here in Richmond.
When he was made an honorary BILL HASTINGS, owner of th
member, he graciously claimed which is heard during summ
it to be one of the nicest things occasion to play the Robert
that ever happened to him. Hall, Coral Gables, Florida.

"George made the theatre avail-incredible sound of the instr
able to use for open console ses- ist sitting miaSway between,
sions and meetings at anytime we openings!' he said,
wanted it. You can be sure wsof +' + + + + + + + ++++ + + + -
ROEC will miss him'l i/->ri i in/i ini i-r-7r-n rw

BILL HASTINGS, owner of th

$5, 000 REWARD FUND SET UP .
TO FIND SKELDING ASSAILANT j

A reward fund with a goal of '
$5,000 was established by public
officials and community mem-

bets for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of an
assailant who killed and robbed
RodSkelding, organist and assist-:
ant manager of the Sherman-Clayl
Music Co. store on Wilshire Blvd
last March 22nd, The fund plan
was organized by Carol Dennis.
She is a "neighborhood watch" in
the exclusive L. A, district. "I
became enraged when I heard
that a person could be killed for
so little," she explained; Skelding
was carrying only a small amount
of cash on his person when the
robbery took place.

Todate there have been no new
leads concerning the robbery re
ported to the Los Angeles police.

A /j { rn no/) / ./IJ vLn Lo-y '■/ O (
Seattle's most successful moticn picture palace dur-
ing the golden age of great stage and screen entertain
ment was the Fifth Avenue Theatre, one of America's truly auth
entically designed architectural theatre creations. It was the
movie palace, perhaps the only one, advertising "the ascending
Wurlitzer" It might be presumed this particular four-manual
console rose to the greatest heights of any keydesk since the ads
did not indicate a single time lowering process. In any event, the
organists who played there rose in majestic splendor within a jew
el of a Chinese temple. The orchestra also rode up and down on
its lift sans advertised ascension to accompany stage show
presentations.

The house eventually, like most of America's large palaces,
suffered the indignity of high operating costs and shrinking patron
age, plus the loss of its Wurlitzer, which went to the Redwood City,
California, Capn's Galley, and the ascending platforms of both or
gan console and orchestra pit.

The fate of this architectural gem and a bit of its history are
featured in this issue beginning at the centerfold.

"COrijGrSEEKS ASSISTANCE IN AEOUT^
PIPE ORGAN RESTORATION; NOW UNUSEDnMonmouth College at West

Long Branch, New Jersey, is seek
ing assistance in the restoration
of their large four-manual, 74-
stop AEolian organ. The instru
ment is in Wilson Hall, the form
er mansion of F. W. Woolwotth
president H. T. Parsons, and con
tains nine separate divisions that
speak directly into the three and
and one-half story grand hall
which is over 100 feet in length.

The four-manual console and
"Ccncertola" automatic rollplay-
er unit are housed in elaborate
cabinet work of ivory anf gold
leaf.

The instrument was used occa
sionally up until about six years
ago and has since stood unused.
CEMENT POURED INTO WIND
LINES OF FRICK AEOLIAN

In a recent directive issued by
by the head of New York City's

^  Frick Museum, the four-manual,
S6-rank AEolian pipe organ has

-  * been made unplayable, it was re-
Jobi Wurlitzer cn Cape Code, ported this month. The museum,
months in concert series, had former town house of steel mag-

adre 4/15 Wurlitzer in Andre i^ate Henry Clay Frick, up until a
[e priaised the resonant, lush f^w years ago, presented after-
:]ent. "It is a joy for the organ- noon concerts on the large instru-
nd close to the nigh chamber ment.

During some recent construction
- + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + work done on the building, the
JERS PLANN1 NG LONG

GAPE THIS SUMMER; wind lines.
'ED TO STOP BY latos presenting concert
but steadily manifesting itself S?
and Joe Colliano are making $12 FOR THREE EVENTS

me in Boca Raton, Florida, and .Los Angeles Theatre Organ So-
' their 2/10 Jobi l^urlitzer on ciety has announced three organ
sion of programs for summer concert programs for the 1982-83

^  period featuring Gaylord Carter,
!ek concerts for which the or-
-wide, and even internation- shows are slated to be heU at
Truro Historical Society,plans Pasadena Civic Auditorium. The

erts to be incorporated in the:ts of the country to Cape Cod. "fg ^Srd, 2; 30pm; May 8th,
t season were of great interest i®  Ticket prices—$25 loge,$22

orchestra, $20 balcony, $12 main
'r Co of floor rear rows. Individual shows

its^or season ticket prices quoted aboveadvanced sales only; door
prices are expected to be higher,

igg Q \ Tickets are ordered from Pasadena
'  " ■ Civic Auditorium Box Office.

e Jobi Wurlitzer cn Cape Code,
which is heard during summer months in concert series, had
occasion to play the Robert Andre 4/15 Wurlitzer in Andre
Hall, Coral Gables, Florida. He priaised the resonant, lush
"incredible sound of the instrument. "It is a joy for the organ
ist sitting miaSway between, and close to the nigh chamber
openings!" he said.

ti.4. + ?.4. + + + +++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 4- + + + + + + +

JOBI WURLITZER OWNERS PLANNING LONG
CONCERT SEASON AT GAPE THIS SUMMER;
ORGAN BUFFS INVITED TO STOP BY
With Spring already quietly but steadily manifesting itself

in New England, Bill Hastings and Joe Colliano are making
plans to leave their winter home in Boca Raton, Florida, and
make their way north to ready their 2/10 Jobi Wurlitzer on
Cape Cod for another long session of programs for summer
visitors to the area.

In addition to the two-a-week concerts for which the or
gan has become known nation-wide, and even internation
ally, Bill and Joe play for the Truro Historical Society,plsr.s
are underway for weekly concerts to be incorporated in the
AAA Bus Tours from many parts of the country to Cape Cod.

Experimental programs last season were of great interest
and very successful. i

The inSturment, so beautifully
maintained by the Foley-Baker Co. of

busiest in the country. Requests for
tickets far exceed the supply each

The two owners (Cont. on Page 9 ) /^,p,r,il,, , l985
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Well, Spring has sprung, and all that old twaddle—and m a i p
to celebrate a.few thousand organ fans made their way to nrtLL
London's vast historic musical location, The Royal Albert
Hall on Friday, April 2nd to an Alan Foster presentation sponsored by Datsun (UK) Ltd.
No, it wasn't to see the latest Japanese cars but a galaxy of organists. Billed as star

was Pierre Cochereau, chief organist of Notre Dame in Paris. He was supported by the
rising American classical artist, Carlo Curley—whom we designate the highly talented

But the Cinema Organ So- FESTIVAL STAR PIERRE COCHEREAU at the console
ciety newsletter did give it giant Willis organ in Royal Albert Hall,
a needed boost, thankfully, ^ D. Sharp photo
and the turnout wasn't bad ^ —

previous Albert Hall galas have had international names in the popular field like Reg
Dixon and Klaus Wunderlioh which brought out a stronger contingent of pop organ fans.

London Chapter of ATOS had taken quite a few boxes in the main central tier and ev
en hung out their banner proudly!
The famous platform where the truly great have sung, played for over 130 years looked

like an organ display. There was Curley's latest touring Allen concert job. In the middh
was a two-manual Allen theatre model, and on the right side, Miss Lawrence's Collins
chamber organ.
The biggie sounded off first as Curley, in tails, played the Toccata and Fuguie (sic)

note programme spelling! —in D Minor by Bach. Carlo let the giant Willis rip and a
blast from the pipework assailed us, including some that were not in tune just to show
ill feeling!
Next came Larsen in his cream outfit. He played the Allen theatre job and did a

lovely "Over the Rainbow" —thoughtful styling and tasteful. He then followed with"1 hi
Russian Rag" and Londonderry Air, the latter being played really well. Larsen is no
stranger in this island and chooses items carefully. He said how he loved everything
about the huge concert hall and had records of the final nights of the famous Henry
Wood Promenade concerts held annually here, a great tradition. He loved Ame's "Rule
Britannia" and would we all sing the chorus, etc. He played it well and some did sing,
but as it was a peculiar mixed sort of audience, classic fans who don't object too strong
ly to oops organ, but there aren't too many who will sing out I'm afraid. Anyway, it

FESTIVAL STAR PIERRE COCHEREAU at the console
of the giant Willis organ in Royal Albert Hall.

-—John D. Sharp photo

PORTABLE VIEWS WITH BIG WILLIS—Sheila Lawrence, star of
classic organ, played her Collins portable chamber organ solo
and in duet at Royal AlbertHall. John D. Sharp photo
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It is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, oudi-

toriums, concert hails, opero houses and their organs,
and reports internationally news of ali types of organs

—pipe, pump, electronic, theatre end classical.

The Console provides equal space to oil orgoniza-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
of all orgon news and photos. Photographs, draw-
ings, organ colafogues, theatre programs, technical
articles, both contemporary and nostalgic, are earn
estly solicited. The Console will consider purchose of

libraries and other collections of organ and/or Iheotre
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etc., to THE CONSOLE, Postoffice Box 744-C, Pasa-

deno, Colifornio 91104. Telephone: (213) 794-7782.
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Overseas, via Air Moil, $25.00 annually
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forestall cenversion or service charge due to rate of
exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print $1.00 each, post
paid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address should
be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston J. Kouf-
mann, Circulations Director, P.O. Bex 744-C, Paia-
deno, California 91104.

Display Advertising Rale Cords sent upon request,
Address all Inquiries tor Roger Adams, Advertising
Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Posadeno, California 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
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thought. He went off to great applause
and kisses from Carlo, which got a laugh.

Miss Lav rence tootled away delicately
on her chamber organ—Andante in F by
Mozart, and the Allegro from the well '
known Trio Sonata Number Five in C by
Bach.

Carlo bounded back to play on his new
Allen classic a duet with Sheila on her
little chamber organ, "The Cuckoo and
the Nightingale" by Handel. Delightful it
was.

The "Old Organ Grinder" came next
Robin Richmond bantering comments be
tween Carlo and Robin are legion here.
Robin climbed up those long steps to the
giant which had frankly been neglected
far too long, for my and many peoples'
taste. He played "Mack the Knife"and a
few "cliukers he hit—nerves, maybe?

Anyway, the audience loved it, mistakes
and all. He said, "they have some cin-

—-Continued on Page 3 —



DETROIT FOX SILENT FILM
SHOW OPEN TO PUBLIC;WILL
FEATURE ORGAN,ORCHESTRA

Detroit's bigr^est downtown deluxer, the
Fox Theatre will be the scene of a return
to the glory of thrilling full-organ and or
chestra accompaniment to a major silent
photoplay. Motor City Theatre Organ So
ciety and Downtown Theatre Enthusiasts j
present the 1922 silent film "Robin Hood"
starring Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., Wallace '
Beery, Alan Hale and Enid Bennett, July
9th at 8pm. Dennis James, who has scored j
the film, will preside at the console of the j
4/36 Wurlitzer and play with a 36-piece i
orchestra.
The show is part of the 1982 ATOS Na- i

tional Convention, but will also be open
to the general public. Tickets are $12. 50,1
$9. 50 and $6. 50 and are available by

AN OPEN LETTER TO CONSOLE READERS
Within the past month a theatre organist and a theatre manager have been shot and'

killed by unknown assailants with handguns, :
Rod Skelding died within a few feet of Wislhire Boulevard in Los Angeles and in i

Richmond,Virginia, George Stitzer died within a block of the Byrd Theatre. Robbery;
was apparently the motive in both cases. ;
The National Rifle Association has fought handgun control for years. They say i

"Guns don't kill people, people kill people." Let's face it punks with guns have ;
killed two fine people in the theatre organ world in just the past month! :

If you feel as I do that it is time to stop allowing punks to have access to handguns,;
please send a donation to the organization which is trying so hard to make all our :
lives safer. It's "Handgun Control, Inc." at 810-18th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C ^
20006. This group was founded by Pete and Jeanne Shields who lost their son to an- :
other punk with a gun and decided to do something to stop handgun madness. ;

Senator Kennedy and Congressman Peter Rodino are working in Congress to pass i
legislation to stem handgun violence and they have the full support of "Handgun ;
Control, Inc." r

Please support this group so we may have a chance to not lose any mere fined, i
dedicated people to punks with guns" ;

Sincerely, /s/ Ralph Beaudry -

*Lobby Moller To fee Played*
Prior to the performance in the theatre,

the 3/12 Moller lobby organ will be heard
in recital.

AUTHOR JUNCHEN LAUDS THE
CONSOLE FOR 'SOLID DATA'

Once every so often there arrives at
The Console office a letter that provides a
feeling of gratification in the realization
that the publication is serving a need.
Such a letter was received this month

from David L. Junchen, well-known organ { policy; the committeemen were unable to

APPARENT DISREGARD FOR ME

east four other resignations this years by
members who were serving on the publicit

t

MBERS'WISHES BY LATOS BOARD
BRINGS TO LIGHT POLITICAL UNREST WITHIN ORGANIZATION

An apparent disregard for the general membership's request to limit use of Pasadena
Civic Auditorium in the coming organ concert series by LATOS Board of Directors has
brought a round of piticism from several members, and also brought to light that all is
far from calm within the organization. In addition, the resignation of Vice Chairman
Steve Adams also brought further complica-*, 7\Tnc nriri o i Xi nu i\ n/^i-n
tions to the society. There have been at iLATOo OFFICIAL CHARGES
l

y
committee. The resignations, it appears,
were caused by differences of opinion about

echnician who is currently turned author.
"As you know," he writes, "I'm currently

at work writing a book about the care and
feeding of theatre pipe organs. The book
will be primarily technical, but will in
clude some historical data, including as
complete as possible opus lists of all the
theatre organ builders.
"Part of my research has consisted in

reading back issues of The Console and
Cipher, of which I have a complete file
from Vol. 1 #1. Reading these issues is
tantamount to taking a refresher course in
the history of the theatre organ! The r. ,
amount of material you have chronicled
over the years is simply staggering— and
you deserve several awards for all your
nonprofit efforts!
"Any newer hobbyists who would like

some good historical data should purchase
all the back issues of The Console they
can find there is as much solid data
there as can be found in all other publish
ed theatre organ books put together!
"Thanks for keeping at it steadily now

for over twenty years!"

NOR-CAL HAS BIGGEST MEMBERSHIP

Northern California Chapter ATOS this
year is racking up it greatest membership
total, according to The Windsheet, offic
ial publication of the unit. A total of
206 members belong. Chairman Rudy
Frey noted in the same issue that while it
is commendable in that it shows a mani
festation of the renaissance of the theatre
organ in the area, he is not satisfied and
urges members to continue inviting other
potential enthusiasts to join.

The publication also printed the unit's
financial statement—which by California
Corporations Department is a must within
120 days after closing the books on the
previous year and it shows the chapter
to be in a healthy financial state,

*Will Hear Walt Strony*
Nor-Cal members will hear Walt

Strony playing the Castro Theatre V/urlit-
zer which has only recently been opened.
His program is slated for May 23rd at 10
am. The theatre is located at Castro and
Market Streets. Public transport to theshowj
is urged.due to soarcity of-parking spaces. |

agree with the head of the group.
Another problem was created with the re

signation of Ralph Beaudry as Editor of The
Organ-Log. Beaudry founded the publication
during his term as chairman of LATOS.. The
society has continued to publish the news
letter under a new format that resembles an
advertising flyer rather than news publicattion
and is considered "rather expensive" since
the organization pays an individual, who has
since joined LATOS, to produce the monthly
bulletin.

♦Members Vote Limitation*
At their general meeting,held Sunday,

March 28th at San Gabriel Civic Auditorium
following the Candi Carley concert, mem
bers voted approval of limiting two concerts
for Pasadena Civic.

When it was learned the board disregarded , . . . o —
this action there followed the various expres- ^^^ch 28, 1982, and again today in a tele-
sions of complaint. One well-knovra mem- phone conversation with me regarding ma-
ber aptly conveyed the general attitude by i for publication and use by the Lcs-
remarking—"I think it is absolutely intoler- Angeles Theatre Organ Society, I have be-
able that the Board voted to override this I alarmed at the unfriendly attitude
mandate of the membership by going against i Mr. Preston Kaufmann, on your staff and
a direct vote in the request to have only two | employ.
shows at Pasadena. j " my firm conviction that his state-

The reason behind the restrictive resolution! "^onts against me are malicious in nature,
was explained by noting that the cost of using ""founded upon any facts of which I am
Pasadena Civic was exceptionally high and aware, and mulrl if ncrmitro^i
that recent public presentations by private
parties had failed to show a profit.

In the mechanics of the society bylaws the
B

aware, and could, if permitted to be dis
seminated without due consideration for
my professional and personal reputation in
this community, result in damages.

"I quite understa

CONSOLE EMPLOYEE TRYING
TO DAMAGE REPUTATION
ATTEMPTS TO LINK PUBLICATION TO
SOCIETY-GENERATED POLICY MATTERS

In one of the most unusual threats ever
received by The Console, LATOS Program
Chairman TThcmas G. Norman has attempt
ed to link this publication with activities
involving himself and Preston J. Kaufmann,
who is a member of the society and also is
Circulations Director of The Console.

Since the charges he has made have no
connection with this publication and he
has ignored the request for an immediate
retraction, the charges that have been
made and the answer to them are publish
ed to rhdlt sluch ill-adA isod allegations.

Addressed to The Console Publisher, Mr.
Norman's letter reads:
Dear Mr. B'hend:

"From the floor of San Gabriel Auditor
ium at the LATOS general meeting on

oard can sidestep such membership action,
but in so doing they may face written request
by 20 or more members for a specially called
general membership meeting that would un
doubtedly review the past action and call for
corrective measures.

In the matter of finding a replacement for
the post of vice chairman there has been act
ive behind-the-scene planning for the meet
ing of the nominating committee that will
meet next month to select someone to fill
the vacancy. Approval must be given by the
board to the member selected.

To top it all off. Chairman Frank Babbitt
is recuperating from a heart attack and has
named Tom Norman, program chairman, to
act as vice chairman on several occasions.
This has causedl past officers to question the
legality of the appointment. The future
appears interesting for LATOS.

nd the readiness by
which he wishes to undertake this posi
tion, due to the fact that he was not chos
en to stand for election as Program Director
of the Society, and that I was elected in
stead of Preston. Human nature being what
it normally encompasses, I am inclined to
extend as much leniency as appropriate un
der these circumstances.

"However, should it become apparent
from Mr. Kaufmann's illadvised conduct
arid continued harrassment in this area, I
will have no recourse but to authorize my
company's legal department to initiate the
necessary process to recover damages we
may ascertain applicable. You are hereby
placed on notice and warned that any loss
of business which World Travel may reas
onably anticipate from my participation as
a member in good standing in the Los An-

Continued on Page 10
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TWO VIEWS OF THE M;MN CHAMBER—Top photo shows
shutter placement at top of chamber area. Bottom photo
illustrates general layout of the chamber. Pipework is on
floor level— chests are serviceable from ttie floor of the
basement.
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FURNITURE DOLLYS are being placed under console which has been
lifted to porch of the Ledwon residence. It was then rolled into the spa
cisous living room and placed in the area of its permanent location at
the opposite end of the living room, away from the chamber area.

—Other Photos Appear On Page Eight

PIPE REALITIES
by Ken Rosen

(Editor's Note: Organist Ken Rosen has a Style D Special in his garage
which has been partitioned 20ft by 2Gft into a studio and chamber
area about half and half. There are seven ranks of pipes in the orig
inal organ plus three that have been added. Of this, the Flute, String,
Salicional, Vox Humana, Tibia and Diaphone are "riddled with dead
notes'^ as the author explained. "The instrument has just entered the
outter regions of playability and the most beautiful sound in the
world is the shrieking wail of a Wurlitzer upper end. The organ cur
rently has three trems working, half of the shutters going and a gap
ing hole in the chamber wall where a door subsequently will go," he
said).

"XFEWliEAL~LIFE COMMENTS AND"^ERVATI0NS FROM AN

ORGANIST TRYING TO BECOME A TECHNICIAN '
Pipe organ-dumb is rife with sweet glory reports of enthusiasts who

have purchased pipe organs, reveled in the glory of family releather-
ing bees, had the support and assistance of friends and many hours lat
er the instrument was in clean, gleaming and shiny condition—every
note in tune and perfect voice and they all lived happily ever
after!

NOW THE REALITY
1 shall now explore and explode some wildly cherished myths about

pipe organ rebuilding and installation.
MYTH NUMBER ONE—Pipe organ building is FUN!

It is work—tedious, time consuming, repetative exacting work.
There is no joy in the world quite like laying on your back trying to
service a bottom board with dust and leather scraps falling in your
face, magnet armatures flying through the air for parts unknown, and
all the while the stems of a regulator permanently disfigure your back.
MYTH NUMBER TWO Pipe organ manufacturers always knew what
they were doing.
They often did, but not always. While few sounds in the world can

match a Wurlitzer Tibia, or the sizzle of a Morton String, not to men
tion the stark terro of Kimball pedals, few organ designs can beat the
stupidity of a Wurlitzer switch stack in which the primaries are buried
so far inside that the relay must be totally dismantled for them to be
releathered.

Owners of mulitple rail Wurlitzer consoles can attest to the stupid
ity of the combination action in which some of the pneumatics are
inaccesible unless an entire section is dismantled.
The many Mortons and Mollers shipped with the tremolos connected

at odd and inexplicable points in the wind stream rather than on the
chest opposite the regulator feed side, also creates havoc and frustra
tion for the disgruntled and bewildered owners.
MYTH NUMBER THREE—That nay organ component, when releather
ed and re-assembled, will work the way it is supposed to. Chests will
cipher, magnets will stick, valves will refuse to adjust, an^seemingly,

—continued on Page Eight


