MASTERING THE CLASS —aAshley Miller 1
demonstrates playing techniques for members|
of his special workshop session held Saturday, ;
March 6th at Sherman-Clay Music Company
in Los Angeles. The project was the idea of
Rod Skelding, Additional photos appear on
Page Six.

CENTERFOLD DEVOTED TO ]
CRITIC'S CRISIS ROUNDUP

More reader response to the current drive
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WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ

for upgrading reviewing standards is publish-
ed in this issue in a four-page coverage in
the centerfold section. Crganist Dave Wein-
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gartner offers several excellent opinions. A
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former critic for a Detroit organ club gives
insight to problems he faced while review-
ing programs. And another organist, after
making observations about the Carli critique,

roceeds to take The Console apart in 2
rank opinion that declares this publication
has not improved since the day of its incep-
tion. To close the section, Organist Jim
Roseveare answers Dan Bellomy's charges
made against his (Roseveare's) designing of
of the Oakland Paramount Theatre of the
Arts Wurlitzer pipe organ. It's all there-—
just open the issue to its center!

THS,ATOS CONVENTIONS “ARE
BEGINNING TO SHAPE UP

Organ/theatre buffs this year have the opp-
ortunity to enjoy two allied yet completely
different conventions in the Theatre Historica
Society event in Ohio--the Cleveland/Akron
area—and the American Theatre Organ So-
ciety bash in Detroit, each within days of the
other,

Still not as complete as the organ meeting,
the Theatre Historical Society plans now in-
clude the Lorain (Ohio) Palace Theatre.Pic-
tures of the restored theatre are included in
this issue. Theatre buffs will attend the con-
clave from June 29th through July 3rd.

Then the organ-wise can leave Cleveland
and drive to Detroit, or use whatever mode
of transportation they wish, for the ATOS
meeting,

Since the last issue of The Console was dis-
tributed a new and exciting addition to the
organ meeting has been disclosed-—the Fox
Theatre will be the setting for a thrilling

——continued on Page Eight

|

TWO MUSIC HALL ORGANISTS
HAVE SOLO SPOT ON STAGE
PLAYING DUAL PIANO ACT

"Radio City Music Hall's present show is
by far the best that has been presented there
since the theatre abandoned its stage and
film policy,' Allen W. Ruossiter, Secretary
of the New York Theatre Organ Society, told
The Console during a telephone conversation
recently. He also related that Hall crgan-
ists Rob Calcaterra and Robert Maidhof are
featured in the production, which it titled
"Encore') in a dual piano act. The two are
seated at two grand pianos on stage elevators
above the stage floor level and play "Rhap-
sody in Blue" with the orchestra located be-
low them on the band cart. The orchestra's
two pianists play with the orchestra which
backs up the solo work of the two organists,

Rossiter said the two seemed to appear a
trifle apprehensive in their lofty positions
since they cannot move off the benches due
to the small area cn which the pianos are
mounted.

Rossiter also noted the two romp through
approximately 20 minutes of excellent pre-
show organ interlude music before first cur-
tain. He declared, too, that he enjoyed the
show so much he plans to attend a second
time. The show opened March 29th,

BRITISH EDITOR RETIRES

Charles Hayles, who has edited the Cinema
Organ Society Newsletter in Great Britain for
the last 14 years, has retired from that posi-
tion, His place is being taken by Tony Ber-

ROD SKELDING KILLED
IN PARKING LOT
ROBBERY

Rod Skelding, well-known Los An-
geles organist and salesman for the
Sherman-Clay Music Company on Wil-
shire Blvd, in mid-town Los Angeles,
was held up and shot at close range in
a parking lot behind the Sherman-Clay
Music Company Monday night, March
22ud, After being shot he staggered
approximately 300 feet to Wilshire
where he collapsed and was carried to
the sidewalk from the street. His
assailant or assailants escaped,

The robbery occurred shortly after
he had closed the music company show-
rooms for the night and walked to his
automobile, The store is located in
the exclusive Wilshire district where
there are numerous high class retail
stores and shops.

Sizeable reward money has been
posted by area firms, including the mu-
sic company and private citizens for in-
formation leading to the arrest of those
involved,

*UUnusual Memorial Held*
| Based on a conversation between
| friends some time ago, Skelding had
| declared that if he died he would wish
his relatives and friends to remember
him in as happy a state of mind as
possible by having a party. His wish
became a'reality through two good
friends, Ralph Sargent and Alan Stark
who opened their home Saturday,
March 27th for well over 70 guests, all
relatives and friends of the deceased
and his wife Patty., His parents came
from Heswell in Great Britain, as did
Rev,F, Roy Jones, who had married
the couple June 1§, 1977 in the resi-
dence theatre of the late Richard C.
Simonton in North Hollywood.

The event, considering the tragic
circumstance, reflected the wish that
had been voiced. The Sargent/Stark
Wurlitzer was played frequently during
the party. Gaylord Carter was one of
those who played during the afternoon
and evening.

Skelding had been active in the lo-
cal Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
and served as porgram chairman for
the group. He also played numerous
concert programs for electronic clubs
in the southland area.

In recent weeks he spearheaded the
special organ workshop project at Sher-
man Clay featuring Ashley Miller in
an all-day session for players and non-
players. The successful presentation
is pictured above at left and elsewhere
in this issue,

OAKLAND PAR AMOUNT ANNCUNCES
THREE ARTISTS FOR POPS SERIES

George Wright, John Seng and Bob
Ralston will be the three organists in
the first Paramount Crgan Fops Seriesy
it has been announced by the Para-
mount Theatre of the Arts in Oakland,
Calif, George Wright will play the
first show Saturday, November 13th at
8:30pm. John Seng presides at the
Whurlitzer console next March 5,1983,
and Bob Ralston will appear May 8th,
1983,

Tickets for the series are priced
from $11 to $30, Prices for single
concert events range from $5. 50 to
$15.

For those who buy series tickets, the
Wright premiere concert recording and
a book about the Paramount Theatre
will be sold at cost, Bcth will be avail-

nard-Smith.

able to the public at a higher price, it
was noted.



Play uptoaYamaha E-70.

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System) developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench,

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under “organs.”

€ YAMAHA



MARCH 22ND RECALLED AS ATOS BASTILLE DAY,
WHEN EVENTS LED TO TOPPLING OF GOVERNMENT

Although it may not be celebrated generally in the ATOS community,
March 22nd will be remembered by those members who waged a viorous
campaign to oust the so-called 'Old Guard' from their domination of the
organizaticn for so many years. The date was the general meeting call-
edgfor the purpose of railroading the "James Bylaws" into law. There had
been an attempt to revise club bylaws but this was wiped out when it be-
came apparent changes would be made in the society. Abandonment of
the committe charged with the work started the battle to unseat those
who so long had mzintained a stranglehold on the club offices.

The farcial general meeting held at the University of Maryland's
Center of Adult Education auditorium in College Park, Maryland, was
tagged a travesty almost as soon as it got underway. What happened
there is documented in the April, 1981 issue of The Cwnsole. Suffice to
say the complete disregard for members' rights at this meeting served
to illustrate to many members who would not believe such actions
were taking place that it was indeed time for a change, The event be-
came the focal point in the extensive,bitter campaign which finally
resulted in old board members being rejected for re-election to office,

In retrospect, it was suggested that the auditorium is a symbolic spot,
similar to the infamous French Bastille and the history surrounding it
when the monarchy was toppled in favor of democratic tule. .

Perhaps in the future a plague can be mounted at the auditorium site
as a reminder of what has happened in the past and should not be per-
mitted to occur again,

KALAMAZOO STATE SHUTTERED; WILL BE USED

i A
T R ® e

FACE WITHOUT A NAME-—Recent removal
of the marquee and vertical sign from Lan-
sing's Michigan Theatre marks the beginning
of renovation of the 61~year-old Eberson land~
mark, New owners have applied for up to four
million dollars in Economic Developmert Cor-
poration. Plans include restoration cf the terra
cotta facade and arcade portion of the build-
ing. Sadly,plans call for the razing of the
theatre, The 3/11 Barton was removed last
fall by members of Lansing Theatre Organ, Inc.,
and awaits a new home.

CARTER FEATURED 1IN CHURCH
ARTS FESTIVAL MAY 7 TO

Gaylord Carter will play his "Comedy Film
Festival" Friday, May 7th at 8pm at First Con-
gregational Church of Long Beach, Third and
Cedar Avenue., He opens the Third Festival of
the Arts which will be presented through Sun-
day, May 9th at the church,

Some twenty artists from the greater Long
Beach area will be displaying their works
throughout the historic Sanctuary Building.

"Tea Time'" with Nelsie Patchet,Saturday
May 8th 12:30 to 2:30pm, Mezzo-Soprano
Marilyn Gabriel in recital at 3:30pm. Both of
these events are free, Downey Revalair Barber-
shop Harmony Chorus at 7:30pm calls for a $2
general donation, $1 for senicr citizens and stu-
dents.

On Sunday at 10am Durufle's "Requiem" will
be heard with the Sanctuary choir, soloists, crchy
estra and organ.

Exhibits are free to the public7 to 8pm Fri -
day, Saturday afternoon 12:30 to 4:30 and 6:30
7}:1_30pm, Sunday following the service of wor-
ship,

Carter's accompaniment of his Lloyd, Laurel
and Hardy and Keaton comedy screening will
be played on the huge church Moller, consider-
ed one of the finest installations by this build-
er. General donation of $5 and $3 for senior
citizens and students is requested for this perfor-
mance, Further information is obtainable by
calling (213) 436-2256

ANOTHER ORGAN FCR THE BAY AREA

San Francisco's Bay Area is enjoying a ren-
aissance in the retum of organs to theatres. The
latest addition being made in a moticn picture
house is that of the pipe organ installation now
underway in the Empress Theatre in Vallejo,
hometown of noted Judd Walton who has figur-
ed prominently in ATOS for many years.

OCCAS IONALLY FOR VARIOUS PERFORMANCES

Efforts by Butterfield Theatres chain to keep the Kalamazoo State
Theatre open in the face of diminishing attendance came to a halt on
March 10th when the operating firm pcsted
closing notice effective March 14th, The
Eberson architectural gem had been in opera~-
tion for nearly 55 years. The Barton organ
in the theatre was maintained in playipg
condition and had been featured in concert
and silent film programs in recent times.

It was restored and enlarged by John Cather-
wood and John Mollema, Catherwood be-
came interested in the organ when he was
attending Kalamazoo College in 1950 and
met Bud Taylor, who had recently returned
to the theatre to become house organist.

There are no plans at present to raze the
structure and it was learned that the theatre
will be used for special functions. It was
noted also that the Butterfield chain kept
the movie palace in immaculate condition
right up to closing,

NEIL JENSEN,"MOST EXCITING TALENT
SINCE TONY FENELON", COMING TO
U, S, ON TWO CONCERT TOURS

Hailed as Australia's most exciting organ
talent since Tony Fenelon rose to interna-
tional fame in the early 1960s, Neil Jensen,
who is rated as one of his country's finest
organists, is planning two concert tours of

the United States

Make of the organ being installed was not
leamed.

WILL OPEN HIS OWN DESIGN--Chris
Gorsuch, shown at the console of the
Coulter Cunningham pipe/electronic
organ, will be the featured artist to
debut San Diego Chapter ATOS' new
three-manual console at the Califor-
nia Theatre on April 17th. Gorsuch
designed the new switching system
that has been installed along with the
keydesk that replaces the criginal one,
Unveiling of the three decker has been
postponed several times due to the ex-
tra work involved in getting it ready.

MAGAZINE MAY HIKE DUES IN '83
High costs associated with publica-
tion and pestage to mail Theatre Or-
gan magzine may make it necessary
to increase dues in the American
Theatre Organ Soceity in 1983, it was
announced in the "President's ﬁeport
to Members', released during February.
Cther publlications, The Console in-
cluded, are facing increased costs for
engravings, printing and bindery opera-
tions that undoubtedly will force gen-
eral increases in subscription rates,
Most costs have risen almost forty per-|

cent within a single year of publica-
tion,

August 21st to Sep-
tember 6th this year, and August Ist to
September 5th, 1983 are the tour dates that
are under management of Keymedia Pro-
ductions,

According to newspaper reviews in Aus-
tralia "Neil is a young and personable tal-
ent, who creates an instant hit with his
audiences, nationwide'.

John S, Balbo, Jensen's represenative, has
outlined that the two tours will be West to
East ., "The enormous task in organizing an
overseas concert tour, and the fact that
American theatre organ groups prepare
their concert presentations on advance
scheduling, has prompted this early date
announcement of the impending tour for
this season.

Groups interested in presenting the young
artist are invited to contact Balbo at Ke
Media Productions, P. O, Box 191,East KYew
3102, Victoria, Australia,

It was announced that Jensen has already
booked to play the
Riviera Theatre in
North Tonawanda,
N.Y. August 26th
1983 for Niagara
Frontier Theatre Or-
gan Society.

o March, .. 1982,



TRUE TO TRADITION that '"the
show must go on', veteran Del Cast-

illo played to a near capacity crowd
at the famous Joe Koons Motorcycle
Shop on Sunday, March 14, Despite
a nagging cold, Del showed his usual
top talent and wit, Varying his in-
troduction to fit the weather, one of
the worst storms of the season, he
opened appropriately with "Stormy
Weather'! From then on, 10 one was
concerned about the weather, Del
also played some of the numbers he
recorded on the 4/34 mostly Wurlit-
zer some time ago, Customers must
have liked the tunes for they bought
his albums before leaving!

*Part of Series*

Hostess, smiling " Spud Koons'" and
promoter big " Tiny" Hiserman are
to be commended for this series of
Theatre Crgan Concerts—a fitting
tribute to the memory of our patron
saint, the late Joe Koons.

*Carter Next In Series*

On Sunday, April 25th, Gaylord
Carter will be featured at the Koons
console, and on Sunday, Mayl6th it
will be lovely Candi Carley. Both
concerts start at 2:30. Seats may be
assured by sending a donation of $3
per person to the Joe Kcons Motor -
cycle Shop, c/o "Tiny" Hiserman,
1350 E, Anaheim St. ,Losg Bela;ch, i
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somewhere near Hilton Head Island, South Caro-
lina, The Marr & Colton organ pictured above is
waiting to be installed in a new full serice rest-
aurant being built now with a projected opening
date of early July. Here's the complete story
from Mrs, Lee MacKercher:

"I need help! 1 owned and operated a 350-seat
family type restaurant, Lee's Quay, in Parchment,
a suburb of Kalamazoo, Michigan., After three
years of barely hanging on, I was blessed duringa |

d hear a large theatre |
pipe organ at the short-lived 'Noodles & Pizzal,

My reaction, along with my son and duaghters
was—"This Is I1t!" To acquaint my husband with
this concept, we flew to Toronto and visited the
Organ Grinder.

I enlisted the aid of a young organ builder
James Lauck, of Kalamazco and within a week we
located and purchased a 3m/9r Marr & Colton on
Long Island, Within six weeks it was refurbished
and installed at Lee's Cuay,

It was an immediate sensation!

The real bonus was that Jim was a gifted organ-
ist, not to be surpassed by any according to our
organ society patrons. (I would be happyto send
you one of his recordings we had made.

1 s0ld Lee's Quay when we visited and fell in
love with Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, Jim
and his crew dismantled and stored in his shop
the Marr & Colton to refurbish and make additions
and when our new building here was built and
ready for the installation he was to bring it to
Hilton Head and install it,

His nightly appearances playing at Lee's Quay,
however, was outstanding advertising for his busi-
ess, and he now has orders for church pipe organs
that will keep him busy for three years!

I'm happy for jim, but now I must find someone
qualified to do this work. I've written to three
three possible installers, I would also be interest-
ed learning of others in South or North Carolina,
Gecrgia or northern Florida. We are 45 miles
from Savannah, We broke ground for the new all-
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or full service menu rest-

aurant March 1st and look]
forward to a July opening.

(Cont, to Page 5) library space in all

SCHROEDER PLAYS HIS WURLITZER TWO HOURS FOR CROWD
Eric Schroder, Knysna, South Africa organist and organ owner,
who has loaned the Knysna High School one of his instruments, a
3/13 Wurlitzer, spent five days early this month bringing the in-
strument up to top playing condition and then played it for an
He was seated at the console for two
hours. "The chambers are 68 feet away from the console, and,
having to play scftly at times because of the diners was a bit of
a battle as occasionally the noise of talking a cutlery rose to a
tcrescendo! at at times 1 just could not hear myself play;' he

annual fete at the school.

noted.

collections”
—The Console

“. .. well worth turntable and

" .. tunes are
played with emphasis
on attractive presentation”.

The organ is on loan to the school for
five years, from 1979 to 1985. At the end
of that period a new agreement will be
made between Schroder and his partner,
Raymond Allan, with school authorities
to keep it for another stipulated period.
The loan is free to the school.

o March, 1982, ...
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