ONE FINE DAY —2n audience totalling almost 3,000 heard one of the
finest theatre organ concerts presented by the City of Pasadena in cbservance of
the fiftieth anniversary of the Civic Auditorium on Sunday, February 14th with
noted artist Tom Hazelton at the console of the five-manual Civic organ. It
seemed to many organ buffs that Hazelton was having more fun than his listen-
ers as he romped through tunes that were popular in 1932, show tunes, a variety
of pops and classics, Story and photos on Pages 6 and 7.

L.A.ORPHEUM THEATRE WURLITZER HEARD FEB.2IST
AFTER NEARLY FOUR YEARS OF LENGTHY REEUILD

After nearly four years of dedicated effort by members of the Los Angeles
Theatre Organ Society Orpheum Theatre organ crew, local organ buffs and a
good representation of the Los Angeles public were rewarded Sunday morning,
February 21st with the brilliant and well-Wurlitzerized sound of the Style 240
3/13 Waurlitzer pipe organ in the big downtown showhouse. Played by John Led-
won, well-known organist and national ATOS direcotr, the instrument produced
what is considered a new sound by virtue of the fact that the heavy drapes that
muffled the instrument during its heyday in the theatre had been removed and
permitted the full beauty of the Wurlitzer to be heard. Cnly one facet of the
organ lacked tonal clarity—traps and percussions, for the most part,remained
buried and could not be heard distinctly, But that was insignificant compared
to the thrilling sounds that came from the two chambers,

The program for the opening of this long silent Wurlitzer presented a variety
of musicplus a2 group of Organist Ledwon's students who have banded together
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"COOK ORGAN DONATED TO L.A.
" FOUNDER'S CHURCH OF RELIG|OUS
SCIENCE; CRCME WILL INSTALL

Marian Cook finally ended months of speculation
over the donation of her three-manual, thirty-rank
Whurlitzer theatre organ on Sunday, February 21st . *.
when she announced that the instrument had been
given to the Founder's Church of Religious Science
on West Sixth Street in Los Angeles, Calif. Disclos-
ure of the recipient was withheld until church offi-
cials completed plans for erecting the organ,

Ken Crome, head of Crome Crgan Company of
Los Angeles, will install the thirty-rank organ and
is presently werking on the former Joe Sammutt four-
manual Wurlitzer console that will replace the three
manual keydesk donated with the instrument. It was
disclosed that the console was purchased independ-.
ently by the church for addition to the Cock organ.

Specifications for the new location were worked
out by Organist Lyn Larsen with George Goulding
who is organist at Founder's Church.

*Crome Also Has Shea Console*

1t was also disclosed by another source that Crome
Organ Company received the Shea's Buffalo Wurlit-
zer four manual console early this month and will
completely restore it and then ship it to the theatre.

as the "Newberry Park Song and Dance
Company" who staged three different acts
on the stage, One of this group also sang a
solo number. Ledwon accompanied the
group on piano,

Preceding the musical presentation,
Bruce Corwin, head of Metropolitan Thea-
tres, was introduced by organ project chief]
Gene Davis, He lauded the work done by
Davis and his crew and declared that this
particular program would not be the only
one at the Orpheum and that he expects to
hear many programs in the future, €
o (Continued on Page Three) artist returns from the east.

in the family of Chris Gorsuch, who

is not feasible,

ISAN DIEGO SHOW POSTPONED

San Diego Chapter officials this month
announced postponement of the debut
show for their new three-manual console
at the California Theatre, Due to illness

be the performing artist, in addition tohis
role as designer/builder of the electronic
s¥stem being installed on the insturment,
the March 6th date which was announced
A new date will be set

when the installation is complete and the

CARTER/TRAIN SHOW APRIL |7
Los Angeles railroaders will present Gaylord
Carter at the San Gabriel Civic Wurlitzer ac-
companying Douglas Fairbaoks in " The Mat-
rimaniac'y a silent film with railroad flaver,
Saturday evening, April 17th at 8:30. Pro-
ceeds from the show will go to the restora-
tion project, the Palms Depot building now a
part of the historic Heritage Square in Los -
angeles. Also included in the program are
several railroading short subjects, including
a re-run of the streetcar trip down Market
Street in San Francisco prior to the famed

is to

JOHANNESBURG CHURCH BUYS SCHRODER WURLITZER

earthquake, Tickets are $5.

KNYSNA,SOUTH AFRICA -—FEric Schroder's 4/14 Wurlitzer, originally installed in
the 20th Century Cinema in Johannesburg, which he and Raymond Allen purchased
and moved to Knysna for installation in "Tonawanda Hall'y was scld to a church in

L.A.CHAIRVMAN,FELLED BY
HEART ATTACK,ON MEND

Johannesburg. The instrument has been moved and re-installed by Schroder.

"Tonawanda Hall" was an old church building where we moved it and set it up,"
Schroder said. "The old building was sold and the news didn't really come as a shock
because it had been on the market for 2 long time, But the thought of moving the or~
gan into storage was more than I could bear. Somehow the thought persisted that a
slim chance existed that someone would buy it for a restaurant or something since a

few inquiries had been made in the past, But this was not to be.

"So advertisernents were started in a magazine called 'Landbou Weekblad!, which,

roughly translated, means Agricultural Weekly, This is an Afrikaans' language
iodical, and in this country it is the Afrikaans communit{r
with preserving and perpetuating the pipe organ. Certain

who are really concemed
, no self-respecting Afri-

Frank Babbitt, newly installed Chairman
of Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society, suffer-
ed a heart attack while attending a social
function at the Sportsman's Lodge in North
Hollywood, Friday, Feb, 12th,

Paramedics responded to the emergency
and took him to Riverside Hospital. He was
placed in the Coronary Care unit until Feb.
18th. On that date he was moved to Inten-
sive Care and will remain there until he is
brought to his home in Pasadena, His doctor

per-

kaans Church would tolerate being without one, whereas English-speaking Churches
are generally 'electronic' and quite content about it, too.

"Well, it took exactly nine publications to sell the organ,something of a miracle,
It required five weeks to dismantle the Wurlitzer
and pack it. I had retained the original packing crates it came in six years before —

1 think, and negotitations started.

perhaps pessimistically. The church arranged for transport, and 1 offered to do the
installation for free, provided I received free accomodation.

"Upon arrival in Johannesburg I found the floors in the chambers had not yet been

poured. I was afraid to start setting up the organ on damp floors but the time ele-
ment made it mandatory; | had to return to Knysna in time for the holiday season
because we are in the accomodation business. (Continued on Page Eight)

has advised the attack was mild, but he will
return to his various activities depending on
his recovery.

Society business in the interim is being ad-
ministered by Vice Chairman Steve Adams.

WRIGHT C;?NCELS MAY CONCERT DATE
George Wright has cancelled his San Gab-
riel concert date in May at San Gabriel Civic
Auditorium, The reason for the cancellation
was not learned as this issue of The Console

goes to press,




The Yamaha 6000. It’s like having an orchestra
at your fingertips.

Imagine having a rich variety of sounds at your
fingertips. Imagine being able to combine these sounds in
an endless number of ways. Imagine having a full orchestra
to play your own music.

All of these things become real for you with the new
Yamaha 6000 Console Electone. It gives you the freedom to
make your musical dreams come true.

Yamaha has engineered many distinctive new features
into this versatile instrument. Like a computerized Rhythm
Sequence Programmer, which lets you program all of your
percussion sounds in advance, so you're free to fully explore
your music. Or the new Rhythm Break Variations feature,
which enables vou to program realistic drum breaks into
what you play.

And Yamaha's exclusive PASS [Pulse Analog Synthesis
Systemn) technology has been brought to a new level of
advancerment. It gives you a virtually limitless capacity to
combine different voices and styles.

If you've ever dreamed of having a full orchestra at your
fingertips, the Console 6000 Electone from Yamaha was
made [or you. See your local dealer today for full details.

€ YAMAHA



MC RANEY MEMORIAL ORGAN OPENED BY JACK MOELMANN IN | ARSEN TOPS LIST OF

HATT I ESBURG SAENGER THEATRE; PLAYS TO PACKED HOUSE

Dedication of the Hattiesburg, Miss, Saenger Theatre Robert-Morton pipe organ was
held December 26th when a full house was treated to a visit to bygone days as the pow-
erful organ swelled to full strength under the artistic hand of Jack Moelmann. The in-
strument was dedicated to the late Robert McR aney, of West Point, Miss,, who was in-
of Hattiesburg re -purc'h

strumental in having the Ci
original home, the Saenger Theatre, The
theatre was donated to the city by the
- theatre chain and became a performing

arts center following complete restoration.

Moelmann gave the responsive audience
an entertaining tour of the organ, describ-
ing and demonstrating its versatiiity. The
audience, which ranged in age from pre-
schoolers to senior citizens, proved thatone
doesn't have to be an 'organ freak' to en-
joy such an evening,

The second part of the program featured
a Laurel and Hardy silent movie from the
organist's own collection, plus a sing-a-
long. He was rewarded with a standing
ovation,

Installation of the instrument was under
direction of Frank Evans of Meridian, Miss.
He had purchased the organ from the thea-
tre chain in 1972 and expanded it from its
original two-manual size the three and er-
ected it in his home. It is currently the
only functional theatre organ in the state
located in a public building.

The theatre has been placed on the
National Register of Historic Places, It is
part of the downtown complex to be known
as the Saenger Center -whichi-will include
an art gallery and museum in addition to
the theatre,

*Crgan Buff Records Show*

Senton Granberry, well-known organ
buff of Laurel, Miss., hauled his extensive
recording equipment to the Saenger and
taped the show. "The house was packed,
and I know Bob McRaney would be proud
of the first evening the organ was heard by
the public. I was in the old Jim Crownest
with my recording gear and we were forced
to let folks sit around us,

*Dolton McAlpin To Play*

Granberry noted that Dolton McAlpin,
who became nationally known through his
recordings made on the Robeit=Morton or-
gan in the Baton Rouge Paramount Theatre
which was demolished several years ago,
is slated to play the next concert on the

ase the organ and return it to its

Seanger organ,

TEXAN IN SOLO HOP WITH
WURLITZER PURCHASED
FOR HIS RESIDENCE

Houston organ buff Harry Heth leamed
of a Wurlitzer that was in storage which
suited his plan for having a residence or-
gan. He also was concemed about how it
would be handled and decided the best
way to have it brought to Houston would
be to pick it up himself,

The instrument, a Style 210, was origin-
ally installed in the Columbia Theatre in
Seattle in 1922, In 1936 Balcom & Vaughn
Pipe Organ Co. in Seattle added a thir
manual to the console and moved the in-
strument to Puget Sound University in Ta-
coma, In 197% it was removed and plac-
ed in storage and subsequently became the
property of Pizza Potentate Uncle Miltie
in Vancouver, Wash. That's where Heth
took title and packed the organ into a
rented truck., Leaving thereFeb, 9th, he
drove the truck to Houston and hired loc-
al labor to help him unload it.

The organ will be completely restored,
although it is in good shape, and erected
in a studio building that will be enlarged
to 1760 square feet behind the Heth home,

The organ is due to expand 15 to 20
ranks and Heth figures it will take him
about two years to have it fully playable,
It will be the fourth residence installation
in Houston.

DISCOVER EARLY WURLITZER HAS
NOT BEEN JUNKED AS BELIEVED

For many years it was believed Opus
1584, a 2/7 Wurlitzer which had been in-
stalled in Rochester's Liberty Theatre, had

been junked, It was discovered that Linc
Pero of Hackensack, N, J. has it. After its
sojourn in Rochester, the organ went into
a suburban Boston theatre, then into a
church in Brockton, Mass, When the church
closed,Pero boughtit. The only missing
part—the toy counter, It's being replac-
ed, ——from The RTOS Blower

L. A, ORPHEUM THEATRE WURLITZER RECPENED
grandfather, who founded Metropolitan
Theatres, and Lis father who succeeded as head of the chain, both were proud of the
Orpheum instrument and never ceased impressing the fact upon him from the time he
was able to grasp the significance of what they were telling him,
*Nietropolitan Official Dies

There was one sad note in conjunction with the opening of the 3/13 Wurlitzer that
was known only to a relative few, William Cooper, the Metropolitan executive who
was directly associated with the restoration project and looked forward to the opening
etting out of his car in aparking lot near the
before help could be summoned. He was

The theatre man also recounted that his

of the organ suffered a heart attack upon g
theatre on Friday, February 19th and die

Lauding their association with the executive, Gene Davis voiced the feelings of the
"Bill Cooper was a wonderful person. It was through his en-
thusiastic cooperation that the Los Angeles Theatre Or%an Society %ained entry to the
theatre to restore this fine instrument. He will certain d

entire restoration crew.

—econtinued from page one

efore Organ Opened¥*

y be misse

BILLY NALLE TO CLOSE ANNIVERSARY CONCERT SERIES AT WICHITA

Billy Nalle will be the featured artist for the final concert of the 1981-82 season
celebrating the tenth anniversary of Wurlitzer Pops in Wichita. The program format
will be that made famous at the organ's original home, the New York Paramount Thea+
tre. Joining the noted organist and the Wurlitzer will be the conductor/percussionist
once with Stan Kenton' Orchestra ard now with the Wichita Symphony, J. C. Combs,
Combs will head one of the most. celebrated of campus orchestras nationally, the WSU

Faculty Big Band,

Two other professional solo groups from WSU also will appear to provide a full
theatre bill. Theme for the evening is "New York Paramount R

Revisited.!

A box office report discloses half the hall's seats sold as of
the first of February for the concert which is scheduled May
22nd. Information and tickets ($7, 50) are obtainable from
Central Ticket Agency,Century 11 Center, Wichita 67202,
Telephone orders are accepted: Call (316) 263-4717,

ARTISTS ANGELENOS
WANT TO HEAR,ATOS
SURVEY REVEALS

{  Lyn Larsen's popularity with those who

. attend theatre organ concerts in the Los An-
! geles area topped the list of organists select-
ed by the audience attending San Gabriel
Civic Auditorium January 16th who filled
out a survey sheet that was handed out to
everyone with the request it be completed
and placed in a box in the lobby,

Six items were listed for answering: 1—
LATOS programs should be held Friday or
Saturday evening; Sunday morning;Sunday
afternoon. 2-In addition to organ, patrons
would enjoy a singer, piano, variety acts,
small orchestra, silent films, only the organ.
3 -Where should rograms be held? San Gab-
riel Civic Pasagena Civic, in Central L. A.,
other, 4—How many programs for a full year
concert series—4, 5, 6, other (how many?).
5— Seating preference: reserved, unreserved.
6 —Artists preferred to be heard in concerts,

Provision was also made for comments,
questions, suggestions and/or compalints.

. Since the survey was taken at San Gabriel
Civic, consideration was given the fact that
patrons would possibly favor that location.

*Tphe Results*

A total of 81 percent prefer Sunday after-
noon concerts; 48 % want them Friday or Sat-
urday nights and only 8% asked for Sunday
‘morning events,

For their entertainment pleasure 56% want
organ only; 42% want silent films; 27% like
piano added; 18% enjoy singers; 16% want
variety acts; and 10% selected orchestra,

In Location preference, 86% are satisfied
with San Gabriel Civic; d0% requested shows
at Pasadena Civic, Only 12% expressed a
preference for Central L. A, , and 10% want
programs held in other areas such as the San
Fernando Valley, Several designated Long
Beach.

The number of concerts in a series: 59%
desire six programs yearly; 19% want 10 to
12; 11% want only four; 8% want 5, Many
patrons did not answer this question,

Seating preference was 75% for unreserved,
21% for reserved and 4% had no preference,

In the artist selection of artists there were
67 listed, Of these, two would have to be
heard in the great concert hall in the sky—-
they have long since gone to their reward!
The two: Dick Leibert and Eddie Dunstedter.

Of the total named, 24 have never play-
ed for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
audiences.

Artist preferences getting greatest number
of points: Lyn Larsen,Rex Kowy, Ann Leaf,
Ramona Gerhart, George Wright,Bob Ralston
and Everett Nourse,

LEE HAGGART FOUND DEAD
IN HIS APARTMENT

Lee Haggart, well-known Robert-Morton
organ man in Van Nuys, Calif, during the sil-
ent film era, was found dead in his apartment
in Porterville, California on the evening of
February 17th, Cause of death was listed as
"unknown" although he was under care for
a heart condition. He had recently retumed
to his apartment after undergoing surgery in
a local hospital due to a fal% which resulted
in a broken hip. He apparently was reover-
ing satisfactorily from the operation at the
time of his dea&.

He had a wealth of knowledge abaut the
Morton Company and had taped talks with
Tom DeLay of Fresno in which he imparted
much of this information. The tapes will be
transcribed and edited.

During his lifetime he was a friend of the
late James Nuttall who was an apprentice to
the famed Robert Hope -Jones, who designed
and built the first unit organs. Hope-Jones'

birthday was celebrated February Sth,



Jan Dalgliesh
BRI STH E=NEWS

We have in Britain what is called "The New Year's
Honours List" for cutstanding achievements to our nation
In years past there mere many famous organists' names
found in it. Several of the great cathedrals had a Knight
as principal organist,

In recent times organists had tended to be overlooked.
There was one glaring omission many organ lovers had
thought about. The "Doyen" of British concert organists
in our present day society, and so delighted are we all
a new Knight of the organ—arise—Sir George Thalben-
Ball. A sprightly 85 years young, still making records
and Birmingham City Organist, and leading recitalist,

He must make history with the fact that at the end of
1981 he retired from one of his jobs-—that as organist of
the world famous Temple Church in London——a stagger-
ing 62 years,no less!

The choir here is up to cathedral standard, not forgett-
ing that church music /s a great art form here, and has
been for the Yast 1,000 years, It is considered the great-
est single influence on Anglican Church music for the
past 50 years, the experts say.

Sir George Thalben-Ball, one
of England's outstanding or-
ganists.
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The International Theatre Organ Society Publishers
prepare and distribute monthly The Console, a totally
independent publication, in the interest of theatres,
concert halls, opera houses, and their organs.

It is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, audi-
toriums, concert halls, opera houses and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of organs

—pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and classical.

Apart from being the best known classic organist to the

'man in the streets” in the U, K., he has many other 'first' like selling severl million 78s
of "Oh For the Wings of a Dove" back in the 1920s, It is the all-time biggest selling re-

cord. Ernest Lough was the boy soprano, and today his son sings in

1've known "GTB" for some years and his stern exterior hides a wicked sense of humour.

He has a fund of stories.

Of the excellent new classic organ names he rates, your Carlo Curley is one of the tops.

The two have appeared together many times already.

He once told me that he woke up in the middle of the night to discover that he should
be seated at the console to give a live broadcast to the BBC Overseas network. Not having
time to dress, he rushed along and gave the broadcast in his pajamas!

*Y oungsters Honoured*

Awards are also given here for young theatre organists and once move our ATOS Lon-
don Chapter held its 1981 competition on November 22nd at Harrow Granada cinema. Be-|
weekly nationwide BBC theatre organ pro-
grammes and top younger generation organists, organist Alec Leader,
& Beard, the largest organ builder here, Frank Fowler, the contesty
-year-old Rodney Pooley, Runners-up were 15-year-old

fore a panel of judges Nigel Ogden,presenter. of

director of Hill, Norman
ants appeared, Winner was 14
Corraine McLean and 16-year-o

A USA visitor in the audience was
$200 to the chapter's "Young Organist Fund".

Often in the past
The cinema was "listed"
down without a

d Llloyd Maidment.

4/16 Wurlitzer which was originally made famous by Sidney Torch. The owners
have closed the cinema as a great lossmaker, They wish to sell the
wants to try to operate it as a theatre,

offers from Australia to your country, Rank have de-

Rank Organisation
building. Nobedy, it appears,
After considering many temptin

cided not to sell the organ, They
in the present climate of patronage

ave discussed ideas of installing

idea to keep it is wise.

column is connected with it.
there from Kilburn,'m told.

1t appears that someone of the theatre organ groups has pointed out to local authority

that the organ is to be removed "from a listed building and this is

ATOS Member Rowland Miller who himself donated

ATOS held London concerts at the Suburban Gaumont-State in Kilburn,
as of architectural merit and this meant it couldn't be pulled
overnment enquiry first, Apparently this also listed the contents and the

loss and the new video home attractions which will
probably wipe out completely cinema operations even quicker than ordinary TV, their
The latest plan is that they intend to "loan" the organ, It is due
to be installed in a 'purpose-built' concert hall in the midlands near Northampton. I'm
told that Lord Spencer, father of our Princess of Wales, is one of the people behind this
scheme, Certainly another person who already owns an organ_that I've mentioned in this
The console has already been disconnected and moved

The Console provides equal space to all organiza-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
of all organ news and photos. Photographs, draw-

the choir. technical

ings, organ catalogues, thealre programs,

articles, beth contemporary and nostalgic, are earn-
estly solicited. The Console will consider purchase of
libraries and other collections of organ and/or theatre
materials. Address all communications, news releases,
etc., to THE CONSOLE, Postoffice Box 744-C, Posa-

dena, California 91104. Telephone: (2131 794-7782.
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sent upon

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, Celifornia 91104,

surely wrong, ete', It may be a shame, but if the building is rott-
ing away , unwanted and decaying (already vandals have been in),
it would be far better for the organ fraternity if the instrument is
put to use,

Another famous organ, the Wurlitzer in Granada Tooting cinema
in Southwest London, lies stored in its chambers which are boarded
over, The Granada is now the "Most Glamorous Bingo Hall" in
London. It is impossible to play the instrument.

*Two Other Houses In News¥

Two other big cinemas of the Rank group are in the news again
The former Paramount-Astoria, Finsbury Park, a leading atmos-
pheric type here, on a diet of rock shows and called The Rainbow
has gone bust. Apparently trying to keep the building up todate,
fireproofing , etc., has cost a packet so they chucked it in.

The organ is now at Aylesbury Town Hall, happily.

Bookings for this theatre are now transferred to Odeon Hammer-
smith in West London. This means the organ concerts scheduled at
Hammersmith are now off because it's so heavily booked for one~
night stands, In fact a concert to celebrat e the cinema's 50th
birthday had to be called off. This organ concert is now to be -
held at the Odeon Leicester Square.

Rank has published its year-long list of major concerts featur-

ing the worldfamous Compton five manual (Continued on Page 22)

“. .. well worth turntable and
library space in all
collections”

—The Console

“. .. tunes are
played with emphasis
on attractive presentation”.

—Theatre Organ
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S PEER—During his week-long stay
in the Los Angeles area prior to playing the 50th anniversary
pro%ram at Pasadena Civic, Tom Haze%ton visited several in-
stallations. He is shown here at the console of the Lanterman
Waurlitzer playing it during a visit to the LaCanada residence
while others who arrived in the same party look into chambers
and tour the 1914-all-concrete-built house.

e

HAZELTON PLAYS,OTHER

HERRICK ORGAN MAY GO IN JOHANNESBURG
THEATRE; NEWSPAPER HELPS SAVE ANOTHER
MOVIE PALACE,THE LAST IN THE CITY

From newspaper clippings and a lengthy personal letter written by
Dr. A. J. Hovis, Johannesburg, South Africa organ buff, it has been learn-
ed that the Dean Herric 3%15 Waurlitzer, which was originally install-
ed in the Metro Theatre, may be erected in the prestigious Civic
Theatre; and the theginiiuﬂqtial Sunday Express Eas waged an active
campaign to successfully keep the 2,277-seat Colosseum Theatre
standing,

"The Johannesburg Civic Theatre has appointed Marius Roberts,
Phil Badisch and myself (members of Johannesburg Theatre Organ So-
ciety) to represent the Society in a joint sub-committee with the Ci-
vic Theatre Association to investigate the feasibility of installing the
Herrick organ in the theatre, provided the architect is satisfied it can
be done,' Hovis explained, "It is 95 percent certain that it will be a
"fajt accompli” and to open it? None other than Dennis James. He
has been negotiating with us and if he can get leave from "Napoleon')
it looks like he will do us the honours,

"Saving the Colosseum is excellent for it is the last movie palace
in Johannesburg. Money must be raised to restore the house and ex-
tend the stage for large-scale productions.

It is also interesting to note that Eric Schroder has installed the ex-
20th Century Wurlitzer from Knysna in a Presbyterian Church in sub-
urban Randburg, complete with traps and percussions, It is at the So-

NATIONAL BY-LAWS BEING REVIEWED BY
ATTORNEY; MEMBERS TO VOTE AT MEETING

Review of the by-laws of ATOS Naticnal is currently und-
er way by an attorney and his findings will be sent out to the
general membership. At the annual conclave, which is being
held in Detroit this year, the general business meeting will be
the opportunity for anyone wishing to make changes to be
heard. Some of the revisions which were railroaded by the
'0ld Guard' may be brought up for discusssion and possible
elimination.

#Fleet To Visit Elon College*

National ATOS Director Sandy Fleet, who heads up the ar-
chives and library project in the organization, plans to visit
Elon College, where ATCS archives material is stored, next
month to assess the present condition of what is there, He ad-~
vised The Console that no plans exists at present to move the
organ collection. "It is presently under lock and key here and
cannot be used by ATOS members due to the lack of personnel
to service the archives section,' he said, and added, "but we
will not do anything until a plan is developed to make every-
thing available in a location that is considered safe and large
enough to permit expansion'

He noted that it is taking time to get things set up in the
new administration, but it must be done right to become oper-
able on the membership level so that interested members can
use the archives and obtain copies of things they desire. It
will require permanent personnel and permanent headquarters
so that all may benefit from it, "It's coming,but it takes
time to finalize all the planning", he said.

FLEET PICKS UP DEVTRONIX -TRUESDALE CONSQLE

Preston "Sandy" Fleet, who has moved his 3/15 Wurlitzer
from his specialﬂr built residence studio in Rancho Santa Fe
to his new residence location, plans to have the organ playing
within several months, He recently picked up the Devtronix
console that was taken to Trousdale Organ Company in Tustin,
Calif. for completion of the electronics features it will have,
and has it now at his place. When finished the Wurlitzer will
be a 26-rank instrument.

SAYS CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL ORGAN IS "SPECTACULAR!"

Prior to playing a noontime recital at the famed Garden
Grove Crystal Cathedral, where a large Ruffatti-Aeclian-
Skinner organ is being installed, Organist Chris Elliott spent
several mornings practicing on the big electronic that now
serves the congregation, "I came in one morning to practice
and heard what I knew wasn't the electronic organ,"Elliott re-
lated to The Conscle. "Sure enough, the organ technicians
were playing the new pipes installation, trying it cut for the
divisions that have been completed——and what I heard was
nothing short of spectacular, When the full organ is ready to
be heard, I predict it will be super spectacular;' he added.
Elliott played his program February 25th.

SAN SYLMAR ON CBS TELEVISION, IN L, A, TIMES

Famed San Sylmar Museum's Wurlitzer got an airing Mon-
day night, February 22nd over the CBS Television netwerk as
part of one of the regular shows on the network, It was a
brief tour of the museum, The day before, in the L. A. '
Times' View Section a feature article about the Nethercutt
project was written by William Overend. One of the photos
used in the article showed Byron Matson, museum curator, '

ciety's disposal for ali theatre type light musical entertainment, (A
story by Erich Schroder appears elsewhere in this issue about the in-
stallation—Ed).

*Recounts Herrick 's Life*

"As you have probably heard, Dean Herrick,Patron of the South
Africa Theatre Organ Society (which now boasts another chapter in
Durban under Roy Low) has passed away after a short illness.

"Dean was a great guy, friendly and helpful. He was a giant con the
South Africa musical scene. Undoubtedly the best known solo instru-
mentalist in Southern Africa, he had broadcast uninteruptedly for
something like forty-four years—surely a world record.

"Other less known facts about him—-he was an ARPS éAssociate of
the Royal Photographic Society) and a favourite pupil of Jesse Craw-
ford, Crawiord had recommended him to Loew's Theatres to open the
Durban Metro Theatre in South Africa. He had film star good-looks,
had made two short films and had actually refused a Hollywood con-
tract because he preferred the organ and South Africa.

"He'd started his career as an assistant organist at the Chicago
Marbro Theatre whilst in his teens mnd had played Radio City on a
Hammond., Having been a personal friend of Laurens Hammond, he
was the first man to play this make organ professionally at Chicago's
Bismarck Hotel in 1935, Milt Herth had made the first recording, but
but Dean played it live.

"A native of Dixon, [1linois, he was a bozhood friend of Ronald
Reagan, with whom he kept in touch over the years.

"In South Africa he played the Metro Theatres in Durban and Johann-
esburg and opened the last Wurlitzer ever installed in a major theatre—
20th Century Theatre, Johannesburg in 1940, for which he had drawn
up the specifications.

"His memorial will hopefully be his beloved Wurlitzer organ install-
ed in the Civic Theatre, He should have this memorial. He was the
greatest theatre organist the Southern Hemisphere has known," he
concluded.

SILVER SCREEN SCCIETY PLAYING SILENT FILMS

Los Angeles' Silver Screen Society will present a series of silent
films at the theatre which is part of the Electric Theatre Movie Mus-
eum, 1146 South Alvira Street (one block west of Crescent Heights,
between Olympic and Pico Blvds). Tuesday,March 16 Clara Bow in
"Man Trap'' (1926) and"Sex" (1920) will be screened at 8pm, For
complete information about programs, call (213) 930-1166.

FOX POMONA THEATRE MAY BECOME ARTS CENTER

City officials of Pomona, California are reportedly interested in
purchasing the long-closed Fox Pomona Theatre, an art deco pile
that was once the town's leading movie house. It has already been
declared a state monument on preservation rolls, but has not been
designated a national landmark, There is also talk of acquiring a
theatre pipe organ for re-installation in the house; it was once equipp-
ed with a Wurlitzer of unknown size.

CHURCH GETS ORGAN FOR $1-—WHERE IS, AS IS
When the Altoona 5t, James Lutheran Church puts its 50-year-old

Kilgen organ up for sale, there were bids received of up to $2, C00.
However, Trinity Lutheran Church got it for $1. The church is in
Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, Alaska, Two parishoners flew to Mont-
real,rented a five-ton truck, drove to Altoona and spent two days
packing the 13-rank organ, Then they drove the 4, 600 miles home

to Whitehorse, In October 1980 volunteers started putting the organ
i — 2 together. In March 19381 it was complete, in-
cluding the addition to house the chambers
and in May of that year it was dedicated. It
is the only functioning pipe organ in the en-
tire Territory and will be used for church serv-

seated on the right side of the Wurlitzer bench so that a full
head-on view of the console was pessible,

ices, recitals, concerts and for students who

B EREUATY 0 1982, wish to learn to play pipe organ,






