


The Yamaha 6000. It’s like having an orchestra |
at your fingertips.

Imagine having a rich variety of sounds at your
fingertips. Imagine being able to combine these sounds in
an endless number of ways. Imagine having a full orchestra
to play your own music.

All of these things become real for you with the new
Yamaha 6000 Console Electone. It gives you the freedom to
make your musical dreams come true.

Yamaha has engineered many distinctive new features
into this versatile instrument. Like a computerized Rhythm
Sequence Programmer, which lets you program all of your
percussion sounds in advance, so you're free to fully explore
your music. Or the new Rhythm Break Variations feature,
which enables you to program realistic drum breaks into
what you play.

And Yamaha's exclusive PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis
System) technology has been brought to a new level of
advancement. It gives you a virtually limitless capacity to
combine different voices and styles.

If you've ever dreamed of having a full orchestra at your
fingertips, the Console 6000 Electone from Yamaha was
made for you. See your local dealer today for full details.

€ YAMAHA



/

E

AN
L/
i_f \/ C)

E

NA T A EC
iky/é‘,’y Xf(‘_fi_;fﬂ\\//%:f> /

THEATRE AND ORGAN SOCIETIES WILL BE CLOSE TO ONE ANOTHER I[N BOTH
_HEAR THEATRE ORGAN

DATES AND LOCATIONS3 BOTH WILL

THEATRE HISTORICAL SCCIETY IN CHIO
JUNE 29th THROUGH JULY 3rd

This year's Theatre Historical Society Con-
clave promises to be quite interesting to mem-
bers of the American Theatre Organ Society as
well as its own members because many of the
theatres and auditoriums tentatively planned
for visits have organs that will be available to
those attending the event,

An attractive feature to the THS affair is the
conclave date and close proximity to Detroit
where the ATCS Convention will take place.

Due to the "very tentative" nature of the
present schedule of locations, listings of them
will not be announced until final arrange ments
have been concluded. To obtain complete in-
formation those interested in attending may
write Bill Taber, 3911 Oakes Road, Brecksville,
Ohio 44141,

CARLSON SELLS WURLITZER TO
PERFORMING ART CENTER IN
PROVIDENCE FOR $85,000

Reeversing - the trend of removing theatre or+
gans from theatres, one of the nations' most
publicized instruments will be removed from
a residence and re-erected in a former motion
picture palace, A televised newscast of Jan,
12th disclosed that Byron Carlson, owner of the
former Chicago Marbro Theatre 5/21 Wurlit-
zer pipe organ, has sold the instrument to the
Ocean State Performing Arts Center in Provi-
dence,Rhode Island, Sale price of the organ
was reported to be $85, 000 and the final total
including installation will be in the neighbor-
hood of $115, 000,

Completion date for the instrument, accord-
ing to Ted Stevens, Director of Ocean State,
which was the former Loew's State Theatre, is
a'Halloween Happening! with the screening of
"The Phantom of the Opera'l This event will
be the dedication of the organ.

Purchase of the organ was made possible by
grant of $50, 000 from the City of Providence.
Balance of the money will be raised through
a series of events designed to generate the ne-
cessary money to pay for the complete installg
tion.

LANDMARK THEATRES ACQUIRE VISTA;
SAID TO BE "COCL" TOWARD ORGAN DEAL
Landmark Theatres, operators of the South | ciety, Sunday morning,Feb. 21st at

Pasadena (Calif) Rialto and Venice Fox Thea~ 9:30," John Ledwon will play the
tres, have taken over operation of the Vista in premiere concert which will be att-
Hollywood from San Franciscan Mike Thomas ended by Mayor Tom Bradley and
and, at last report, are not totally enthused | other notables, There will be no
about the contract that had been made betweepadmission charged for the event.
the previcus owner and Los Angeles Theatre Or= ot s
gan Society for installation of a Style D. Wurl-, - FILE NOW IF YOU ASPIRE TO
itzer ] . ! BECOME NATIONAL FIGURE
Tt 'had not been leamed at press time if the |

e Any member of the Ameri-
officials of the theatre company and organ so-| s
: : : |- can Theatre Organ Society who
giféyo?a;;g EE;&; to discuss further the installa |- wishes to become involved in
The Society is also negotiating to install itsf the pational scene should file
[
I

: g |- his or her intention of runnin
3/12 Barton organ in the Wilshire Ebell Thea- : &
tre in Los Angeles. { ' ‘.(.C‘Q.mmm:'d S Page 11)

THE CONGOLE ENTERS TWENTTETH YEAR

With this issue The Console enters its twentieth year of publishing, And what a
twenty it has been! Started solely as a means of supplying the need not met by
Theatre Organ magazine, which still remains in the similar state today due to the
high cost of production and lack of time and help necessary to turn out a monthly
publication, The Console has sailed through the stormy seas_of all sorts of editorial
problems but has managed to keep afloat simply because it is designed to bring to
its readers news of the organ world and to uncover and report jam
on those:things effecting the hobby., All of the velvet vio-
lence thrown at the staff during the recently concluded 'Old
Guard' fracus could not undermine this publication because
factual reporting was adhered to without embellishment,

So it is with an%and all items appearing in the columns
of The Console. Reporting news (Cdntinued on Page Eight)
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CARLEY FANS CHARGE
ALBUM REVIEW B|ASED;
THREATEN BOYCOTT

EARD. THE CONSOLE IS READ

to cut-and-out "maliciousness') the

ganist Candi Carley's latest record

subscriptions to the magazine and

is playing there,
teen years of publishing has ' a re-

(Continued on Page 22)

LEDWON TO OPEN ORGAN
AT ORPHEUM; LA MAYOR
OTHER NOTABLES ARE
INVITED TO ATTEND

approximately three and one-half

Angeles, will be rededicated in a
concert open to members and guests
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Charging everything from "biased'

record review by Dan Bellomy of Cr

Not in the entire history of nine-'

~-

After numerous postponements and

of the Los Angeles Theatre Organ So;
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S IN THEATRES .
i AMERICAN THEATRE OQRGAN SCOCIETY IN
DETROIT JULY 4th THROUGH 10th
Save your pennies starting now and plan to be
in Detroit July 4th through 10th for the 27th Ann-
ual American Theatre Organ Society Convention
which promises to be an cutstanding event, It
will also give those who are on hand cne of the
greatest in-theatre crgan thrills to be heard—
the Mighty Fox 4/36 Wurlitzer in all its glorious
"wrap-around" sound.” And there will be Bartons
other Wurlitzers plus -who knows what else in
this city of many theatre organs.
Although Detroit has lost two of its most elab-

orate picture palaces and their organs— the Un~
ited Artists and Michigan—the most unique Fox

_jremains along with other lavish houses for those

1

interested in seeing beautifyl theatres.
{Continued on Page Nine)

THOMASTON CLOSURE IS FIRE
DEPARTMENT FALSE ALARM;
LCONCERTS SCHEDULED AGAIN

| Over zealous concern for public safety appar-

album in the December issue of The ently was the cause contributing to the closure
Console has resulted in no less than order being posted on the opera house at Thom-
50 telephone calls by staunch fans of aston, Conn. by the local fire department. The
the artist threatening to cancel their order has since been recinded and Con-Val Chap-

ter ATOS has scheduled a concert to be played o

stating unequivocally they will Inev-on its three manual Marr & Colton theatre organ
er again step foot in The Great Am- which is installed there.
erican Wind Machine when Bellomy

The second story theatre returned to full oper-
ation following a meeting of city officials con-
cerning safety regulations and the revisions need-

ied to bring the building up to code requirements,

view generated as much response as Originally it had been announced that due to the

type of construction employed cwhen the build-
ing was erected there could be no satisfactory
way to make the second and third floors com-
'ply with safety requirements,

OAKLAND PARAMOUNT TO HAVE SERIES

Bay area organ buffs once again will have the
opportunity to enjoy theatre organ concerts much
|a8.they did at the late lamented Fox Theatre in
{San Francisco before it was razed in 1963, It is

_years of dedicated labor the Orpheunreported that General Manager Peter Boto is al-
Theatre Wurlitzer, in downtown Los-|

ready planning a series of concerts by well-
known organists for the newly installed Wurlitzer
organ that was opened last November 7th by
+George Wright, The complete series will be an=-
nounced in the near future,

| ONE OF THE FIRST photos published in The Con-

sole was a similar pose by Harold Lloyd and Gay-
lord Carter at the Simonton Wurlitzer Feb. 9,6
following second showing of Lloyd's "' The Kid
Brother" for the LATOS Theatre Party, Two per-

formances were necessary to accomodate the
membership which was then growing by leaps
and bounds,



Jan Dalgliesh 7
aaﬂ'ﬂg AFES  snewves wow

There are loads of new records out over here and so I can only
mention each briefly. I have selected to mention the following
"Can't Stop The Music" featuring young ace Robert Wolfe, form-
erly of the Tower Blackpool, who has enjoyed being resident or-
ganist this summer at Thursford Organ Museum in Norfolk. His
latest IP therefore is on the museum's beautiful 3/19 BAL # Wur+

O

litzer (ex-Paramount-Odeon Leeds)., The number of the platter is STAEF

TEO7 and has Robert playing such numbers as the title tune, Que| Editor & Publisher ..................... Tom B'hend
Sera Sera, Sunchine of Your Smile, Happy Feet,Clair, Choo - British Editor ..............ccoooun... lan Dalgliesh
Choo Samba, Chattanooga Choo Choo, Tammy, Sweet Georgia | Special Features ......... s Dr. Ed Mullins

Brown, Miss Annabelle Lee, Margie, Semper Fidelix, Colonel Bo-
gey, Stars and Stripes Forever, Marche Lorraine, Apaparito Roca,| The Internationol Theatre Organ Society FPublishers
Fools Rush In, You L}ght Up iy Life, Cuando Quando, In a Little prepare and distribute monthly The Conscle, a totally
Spanish Town,SOuth American WaY, MiStY, The Carioca,Count independent publication, in the interest of theatres,
our Blessings,Walkin‘ MY Baby Back HOIIIB, Crazy Rhythm, Fas- concert halls, opera houses, and their organs.
cination, When You Wore A Tulip,It's A Sin To Tell A Lie, ;
Darktown Strutter's Ball and Tiget Rag-——WOW! ! All those tunes It .is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, audi-
. played mostly in medley form has a distinct Blackpool flavour, | ofium* toncert halls, opera houses and their organs,
R obert Wolfe Perscnally, 1'feel some tunes warrant more fuller attention and | "9 reports intemationally news of all types of organs
= that mucK is played in the same vein, nonetheless PlaYEd at a —pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and classical.
cracking pace, well played and the organ is marvelous. It will de-
light Blackpool fans, Bob Barrett, of EMI—top organ producer, has
produced this disc, very commercial. It's available from the Thurs=
ford Museum, Thursford, near Fakenham,Norfolk, England,

How do you review Hecter Olivera on an IP? Well, it's an exper-
ience, Sometimes I feel a 'live happening' more than records, Be=-
cause video discs are not quite here yet,we don't get Flight of the
Bumble: Bee en vision, but here Hector plays the famous Free Trade
Hall Waurlitzer, in Manchester, owned by the Lancastrian Theatre
Organ Trust, His IP is "The Lancastrian Way" on LTOT 8117, The
programme—Bobsled, Nola, Battle Hymn of the Republic, One Mom-
ing in May, Toccata from Widor's 5th Symphony, Root Beer Rag,

Hey Th Malaguena, Badinerie fi B Mi Suite by Bach d
Inepfhe ﬁg’od are egtér'g dlgleréfabrlcégj faor Sulte By Bach, an

Little Hector has given concerts, been seen on TV and heard on
radio from this organ and his LP is being talked of as LTOT's finest
platter produced to date, It's his first made outside of USA and you WK A
can be assurred fans won't need coaxing to buy it. Noilly Prat, the Hector Olivera
famous French Vermouth winery, have sponsored this IP and that's :
why their bottle label appears on the LP, All profits from the sale of the record go to the
LTOT, a worthy cause (so mix a Manhattan tonight with Noily Prat and help a Wurlitzer
theatre crgan—Ed). Write Cyril Castle, 66, Athlone Avenue, Astley Bridge, Bolton, Lan-

: : y-cashire, Englancf, BLI-6RA. It costs 5. 35 pounds here so you will
= - need to ADDcost of airmailing or seamailing to that price. Or
Erite first to get the exact costs, LTOT have forgotten to let me

now,

After the Olivera fireworks, a couple of pleasant easy listening
and relaxed LPs by Ron Curtis next, The Saydisc label, fairly new| Renewals, inquiries and changes of address should
to theatre organ records after years of mechanical organs etc. ,is | be addressed fo: THE CONSOLE, Preston J. Kauf-
producing "Bye Bye Blues" featuring Curtis at one of his now threg mann, Circulations Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasa-
Compton organs—the Paramountorgan, he calls it. A marvelous | dena, California 91104
organ it is, too, in his lovely studio, Recorded many times by
him for Decca and now Saydisc (SDL 323), it features Whispering,) Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon request.
Lullaby of the Leaves, Alone,Five Foot Two, Autumn Concerto, Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams, Advertising
Lover, Only Miake Believe,Why Do I Love You?,Caribbean Honey+ Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena, California 91104.
moon, A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square—and on side two— ! ——— _
Tango, Bolero, Only A Rose, Top Hat,Her Name Is Mary, (by Har-| Office of the publication ix 1385 Nerth Michigan
old Ramsay), Funiculi-Funicula, What A Avenvs; Pateddena,! Colifotnic: 91104,

Perfect Combination, Over the Rainbow,

Falling In Love With Love, and the title

2 i tune,Bye Bye Blues, It's nicely recorded,
Ron Curtis and there are NO medleys either!

"Yes, ] Remember It Well" is the title of another IP released
at the same time by Saydisc with Curtis playing his Conn 651, It
is SDL 324 and the tunes are all different from his pipe platter,

Ron wag recently showing me around the inside of the mogt fa-
mous of all Compt‘f}ns——-tﬁé Odeogx feiceste:' }quare,Londoﬁs

"The Duchess', where he is busy refurbishing and cleaning and in+
stalling an 18th rank of metal Tibias from the Odeon cinemaaat
Twickenham,London, and a set of chimes, He plays at the Od-
eon for special events including recently a packed theatre of Am-
ericans watching the Philadelphia Eagles playing football live via
a satelite. They had to have an organ solo and went mad and
clamoured for more,

The Odeon is keen to use the organ more for special shows as in
days of ycre. Ranks are even paying for a new blower apd work

their Odeon Weston-S Mare C -
fon.  Organ fans will be delighted with ©

this news in these bleak times with the
new threat of video which is closing some
theatres,
The Curtis Saydisc records are both
(Continued on Page 12)

The Conscle provides equal space to all orgeoniza-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
of all organ news and photos. Photographs, draw-
ings, organ catalogues, theatre programs, technical
articles, both contemporary and nostalgic, are earn-
estly solicited. The Ceonscle will consider purchase of
libraries and other collections of organ and/or theatre
materials, Address all communications, news releases,
ete., to THE CONSOLE, Postaffice Box 744-C, Pasa-
dena, California 91104. Telephone: (213) 794-7782.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
United States, $10.00 annvally, via Second Class Mail

Canada and Overseas, $11.00 annually, via Second
Class Mail

Overseas, via Air Mail, $25.00 annually

Please maoke checks or money orders payable to:
The Conscle. Payment from Canade must be on an
international money order made out in U.S. funds to

forestall cenversion or service charge due to rate of

exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print $1.00 each, post-
paid.

THE ORGAN AND SILENT SCREEN
STILL GOING STRONG

Gaylord
Carter

FLICKER FINGERS PRODUCTIONS
1371 PASEO DEL MAR
SAN PEDRO, CALIF. 90731
{213) 831-6360
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BEAUTY OF ORIG-
INAL WURLITZER
STYLING WITH

THE MOST ADVANC-
ED ORGAN ELECT-
RONICS CONTROL
KNOWN TO DATE
ARE THE HIGH-
LIGHTS OF THE
ORGAN DESCRIBED

by Ray L. DeVault

In this story the organ has
the beauty of the old Wurlit-
zer console styling with the
most advanced organ electron-
ics control known to date. The
organ was built by Devtronix

IN JHIR, FEATURE
the Devtronix facilities he
spotted a new four-manual
French style Wurlitzer con-
sole sitting on the floor hav-
ing keyboards installed.

Without a second look, Dick
said,"That is what I have
been looking for)!

It wasn't very long before
an order was placed for a

Organs, Inc., and Dick Wilcox,
a computer designer who was

bitten by the organ bug just a
few short years back,

As a youngster Dick played
guitar in a rock band in Flor-
ida and also had a flair for
electronics. The latter got
the best of his interests and he
went to work about twenty
years ago for a large comput-
er corporation repairing their
products. Eventually he was
transferred to the Los Angeles
area.

His capabilities in the com-
puter field increased to where
he became a consultant in the
special applications for a com-
pany that manufactured spec.-
ial computer solid state de-

vices, from board to board.

[ l’ e e L

View of back of console showing complete interface P, C. boards for
keyboards, stop switches, pistons and magnets with flat jumper cables

similar but larger console in
walnut wood to be finished
to match the piano. Orders
were placed for tone genera-
tors and other electronics to
meet the specification be-
ing drawn up.

Dick enlisted some profes~-
sional assistance in assemb-
ling the organ electronics so
he could spend more time
designing new computer
software that would control
all the organ keying and a
capture combination system
simultaneously,

Because of facilities and
experience, it was decided
to finish and build up the
console completely at Dev-
tronix with most of this work
falling on Devtronix techni-

With an unusual capability
of understanding hardware design and machine language software |
programming, Dick was able to approach a computer design in
the most efficient way, His computer application designs have
been made to make the software do as much of the work as poss~ |
ible and keep the hardware as simple as possible,

Using this approach, a new 16 bit computer CPU (Central Pro- |
cessing Unit) was designed in his home workshop. The CPU was
very efficient and versatile for the amount of hardware it contain-
ed,  With this as the foundation, a company was formed in 1977 |
called Alpha Microsystems with Dick as President to manufacture
and sell this new efficient computer hardware, The firm prosper-
ed and eventually complete computer systems were designed,
manufactured and sold through a netwot& of dealers set up in the
United States and abroad. Last June the company was large
enough to go public on the stock market. Alpha Microsystems,
Inc. now has about 275 employees with Dick as Chairman of the

Board.
About the time the ¢ was being f d, Dick also be-
Interested ompanér al thought to hli%n aras how

came interested in organs and a natural thought
he could apply his computer knowledge in controlling such an in-
strument, Eventually he became acquainted with Dr, Prentiss
Knowlton of Pasadena. Dr. Knowlton had used a computer as an
elaborate relay to play a pipe organ, which he had built, from !
pre-programmed IBM cards (see story, The Console,Sept, '73—Ed )
Dick felt that if a computer could control the pipes from an
output, why not use the keyboards and stops as a real time input
to a computer, The scientist encourage Dick to pursue this ap-
proach, Dick had purchased a couple of electronic organs to try
his computer control idea, The system worked wll but the organs
were too small and not realistic enough in tone quality for him, 2
A restored Wissner antique piano, an upright, was purchased
and a Marantz Pianocorder installed, With the Pianocorder digital
electronics it was not difficult to make the computer play it from

cian Tim Rickman, It was
also decided all the computer experimental work would be done

. at Devtronix,

A computer with a 16 bit microprocessor, disc memory and a
control terminal were brought to Devtronix to test the software
prograrm as it was written, The new console keyboard wiring to
interface printed circuit boards was facilitated by writing a test
program that would display on the terminal screen the keyboard
name, the note name, key number and whether it was first or sec-
ond touch when the Keys were pressed,

As software work progressed, Dick realized the 16 bit micropro-
cessor was going to be too slow to process the tremendous amount
of data given to it during some of the operation sequences, For-
tunately, Dick had just finished the design of a computer for his
company using the new Motorola MC 68000 microprocessor which
has a 32 bit internal structure. The new computer would be able
to easily process all the data necessary for any organ control se-

uence.
4 A prototype new computer and a much larger disc memory
drive were brought to Devtronix and Dick started flying to Sacra-
mento on weekends to test the new computer program written
during the week, A deadline of December 20th was set to have
the new computer software program complete and the organ fin-
ished and tested. December 20th was the date for Sierra Chapter
ATOS meeting to be held at Devtronix and the new organ demon-
strated.

All the tone generators, speaker systems, power amplifiers,
glockenspiel and Wissner piano were brought to Devtronix from
Alpha Microsystems in Irvine, California where the items had
been stcred, Weekdays were spent working on the console and
wiring the computer interface electrcnics while long weekends
were scheduled in testing the new software on the parts of the or-
gan as each section was completed,

To aid in testing the stop assembly wiring, 2 computer program

one of the organs.

Dick was interested in a much large instrument with
more voices and realistic tonel qualities, Through a
friend he heard about Devtronix Crgans in Sacramento.
An experienced pilot, he flew his company's Beech-
craft to Sacramento early in 1980 to visit Devtronix
and see what was available, During his tour of the

n-muJ\ﬁ'}»‘\ Hﬂ'ﬁxlluill'ugmgu%n\lm-m "

was written which automatically turned each stop on
and off in succession as each division wiring to the in-
terface boards was completed,

As the stop magnet power time was controlled by
the computer, considerable testing was done to obtain
reliable operation of the stop assembly under all con-

‘ (Continued on Page Six}






