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Play up to aYamaha E-70.
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Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System] developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever, Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under "organs."
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1 i LATOS BOARD GRANTS COOK
i request pgr release of

Cr^>\z2kWi 13/30 WURLITZER ORGAN' ij|B^ ! Inability to find a suitable home for
3/30 Wurlitzer, and the legal re-

quirements effecting donations prompted
'  I Marian Cook, owner of the instniment,

i  PUBLISHEO^SE^MONTHLY to request a release of it from Los An-
,  wKEiao 06MS ut purm up nun, m mean a»cu~ y S^l® Theatre Organ Society so that she

can donate it before the end of the cutT>-

VOLUME 19 NUMBER Tj' entyear.^ The society^ Board of Direct-
Mnv/rri,iQ[rD 1 oO 1 °rs called a meeting and, according to
iMUVLIvIdLK I 7O I LA Chairman Eugene Davis, granted the

ETT^rPrT^Dpwwri rM-r,r,^K\ r~ release paving the way for its donation.FAMED ORGAN PERSON Eb it is rumored, though not confirmed,
JAY QUiNBY DEAD) AT Ql sites zieheinzconsid&ted by
I  E. Jay Quinby, one of theatre cr-l T oct*

PUBLISHEOi .MONTHLY

wKEsyQ otsus iH puiu uD Huo, tK cweaii B lEU

*Two Big Ones Lost*gan's most enthusiastic backets,
died Sunday afternoon, November
8th at Overlook Hospital, Summit,
New Jersey. Cause of death was a
stroke he suffered several days be-
jfore he passed away.
I  Noted not only for his organ ac-
ti

Loss of the 3/30 Wurlitzer is the sec
ond large pipe organ Los Angeles Theatre
Organ Society has been unable to keep
in the L. A. metropolitan area within the
past five years.

First was the 4/28 Marr 8 Colton or-

vities, "Jay" was an electtio rail donated to the society by Pacifm
fan, inter^ted in radio and ships. big Hollywood house
AiiX^: on Hollywood Blvd. The organ was toAll of these interests were covered

on Hollywood Blvd. The organ was to

QUIET OPENING-OUTSIDE—There were no long
lines of patrons waiting to purchase tickets for the
premiere opening of the Oakland Paramcunt's Wurlit-
zertheatre pipe organ November 7tli. All tickets had
been snapped up several weeks in advance of the big
social event for the theatre organ world. Organ so
cialites were there to be seen, to see and to hear the
Wurlitzer played by George Wright. The event was
attended by organists and organ buffs from all over
the United States.

PARAMOUNT OPENING IS ORGAN
WORLD SOCIAL EVENT OF SEASON
There were so many organ enthusiasts in attendance

at the opening of the Oakland Paramount Theatre's
new Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ, along with several
thousand general John Q, Public patrons that the big
theatre organ world event of the season was too ex
pansive for everyone to be seen or to see everyone.
But it was an event unsurpassed since the opening at
Pasadena when the five-manual Pasadena Civic Or
gan was premiered in April 26, 1980.
The organ behaved as a great Wurlitzer should and

sounded every bit as superb as its installers had been
claiming. A review of the Wright Touch, written by
Dan Bellomy, appears on page 20.
Following the concert a reception was given in Kai-,

set Center for a select group and many of the concert ■
patrons went off to various night spots where they re- |
hashed the major organ event. j

There were numerous pre-concert cocktail parties
in the Bay area. One ofmost 'organ-ized' was hosted
by Tim Kreifels, former San Diego Chapter chairman
who now resides in San Francisco. Many of the out-
of-town organ buffs who came west for me premiere
attended this event.

PARAMOUNT ORGAN HEARD AT OPENING
Seattle,Wash., Oct. 13—Ron Baggott, one of the duo
of Ron and Don, who opened the Seattle Paramount
Wurlitzer in 1928, was on hand
tonight to opening

show. New owners have indi-
cated they are keeping the or- November 1981
gan in the theatre.

by him as an aulitor in numerous
articles and bocks.

An engineer, sailor, inventor and
entrepreneur, he was a native of
New York City and a graduate of
the City College of New York. He
began his career as a merchant
marine wireless operator—a "Mar-
coniman"—a calling which took
him virtually around the world and

(Continued on Page 4)

STRONY BlTYS WANGERIN PIPES;
MAY STILL BUILD FOUR DECKER

Organist Walt Strony apparently
is still pursuing his dream of hav
ing a four-manual Wangerin or
gan all his own. This month he
purchased from Los Angeles Thea
tre Organ Society's Baranget coll
ection the eight-foot Stopped
Flute built by Wangerin Organ Co.
A prized set, the rank was sold to
the Phoenix organist for $200, it
was reported by club officials.

have been installed in Pasadena Civic
until J. B. Nethercutt offered the five-
manual BBC/Foort organ, which was sub
sequently installed. The seven-man
committee was unable to find another
location and after a brief hassle devel
oped over the instrument, it was voted
to donate the organ to Valley of the Sun
Chapter in Phoenix. The organ was mov
ed and it is now being rumored there is
great difficulty finding a home for it in
the Phoenix area. Another rumor, to the
effect the instrument was being broken
up for parts, has been denied, but not
confirmed.

The Cook organ was really never
donated to LATOS,but has been stored
by the Society while a committee of
four searched for a location. It was to
have been given to the club providing
a place was found for installation. Had
the. legal requiremut ccntrclling the
donation been extendable the organ re
lease might have been deferred until a
later date.

VISITOR/ENTERTAINER Walt Sticny tries out the Castro Theatre's new Wur
litzer pipe organ during an early morning visit to the theatre November 7th
He was one of many organists who stopped by early Saturday and Sunday
while in town for the Oakland Paramount Theatre opening Saturday night
Other news of the Castro project appears on Page 14 of this issue. The color
cover shows the console in concert position. It was photographed during the
morning of November 7th.



L.A.SHOWS GET VERY K
LITTLE ADVERTISING ■

Three theatre organ shows slat-
ed for the Los Angeles area re-
ceived flyer advertising due to
the short notice given various lo-
cal publications. Stan Kann and illlife
Ramona Gerhart, both top names
in theatre organ, played Nov.
22nd—she at Joe Koons' Motor-
cycle Shop in Long Beach, and
he at the Elts Building. Los Ang
eles.

Faring much better is George
Wright, who announced he was Editor
concertizing in December but British
did not give out the dates until Specio
after his San Gabriel show Oct.
31st. He plays the Great Ameri- The i
can Wind Machine Dec, 14th and prepor
again on the 21st, His programs indepr
feature Christmas music. Shew- «oncer
time both nights—7:30. All tick
ets are $10 and may be ordered " '* '
from Wind Machine, 7500 Reseda
Blvd.,Reseda, Calif. 91335, Self- "
addressed return envelopes are re- —p'p®
quested.

Los Angeles Theatre Organ So- . ' .
ciety is presenting a stage and ",""*11'
screen show at San Gabriel Civic ® "
Dec, 11th and 12th, featuring
Gaylord Carter at tlie Wurlitzer.
Tickets for the performaces are '
scaled at $10, $9 and $8.

Editor

4i» Socond Clat* Mori at Psjwio»a, Caiif^trtiu.

$et«nd Foitaoe Poid at Patadithtt,

tUSPSI

& Publliher Tom S'hond

British Editor Ion Dalgliesh
Speclol Features Dr. fd Mullini

The internotionol Theatre Orgon Society Publishers
prepare and distribute monthly The Console, a totally

Independent publication. In the interest of theatres,
concert halls, opera houses, and their organs.

It Is dedicated lo the preservation of theatres, audi

toriums, concert hofli, opera houses and their organs,
and reports Internationally news of all types of organs

—pipe, puixip, electronic, theatre ond classical.ROB CALCATERRA, who opened this month at Ra— addressed return envelopes are re- —p'r®- putip, electronic, theatre ond classical.
dio City Music Hall playing the big Wurlitzer, is quested.
busy here serving guests at Bobby Schmidt's Resort Los Angeles Theatre Organ So- provides equal space to aii organixa-
in Stone Lake, Wisconsin, In addition to giving daily ciety is presenting a stage and bringing to its readers coverage
lieatre organ seminars, accompanying silent movies screen show at San Gabriel Civic "*** photos. Photographs, draw-
and soloists, and performing nightly concerts, Rob Dec 11th and 12th featuring toifiosues, theotre programs, technical
also found time to tend tar and wait on his audi- i Gaylord Carter at tlie Wurlitzer. = articles, both contemporary and nostalgic, are eom-
ence's tables! This was the third time Rob has been Tickets for the performaces are esiiy solicited. Th# Console wiii consider purchase of
engaged to host the Bobby Schmidt Musical Weekend, gg^led at $10 $9 and $8. tlbraries and other collections of organ and/or theatre

'——Ron Buhlmann photo , molerlals. Address all communlcaliens, news releases,
E, J. QUINBY DIES -—continued from page three etc., to the console, Postoffite Box 744.C, Pasa-
drew him into some of the international intrigue of the Russian Revolution. He later dena, Coiifomia 91104. Telephone; 1213) 794-7782.
served ashore in research and development activities with RCA Laboratories. He is cred- .
ited with many inventions in wireless and electronic communications which were assign- subscriptions
ed to RCA. United Stales, $10.00 annually, via Second Class Mail
He served in the U.S. Navy dirng both World Wars and saw service in tiie Far East,Rus- Canada and Oversea., $11.00 annually, via Second

sia, Germany and Poland. Prior to World War I, between sea voyages, he was a motorman cios. Mali
on the North Jersey Rapid Transit Company. He was also involved in the field of pipe _
organ maitenance, and was one of the first organ enthusiasts to install a pipe organ in verseas, v a r Ma , $ 5.00 annually
his residence. It was a hybrid made up of Moller, Wurlitzer and U. S. Organ components p,.„, checks or money order, payable to:
played from a Moller console built by the factory for the Qumby residence, which is a console. Payment from Canada must be on an
former coach house oL a Ipge Stimmit residence. ^ . international money order made out in U.S. fund, to
He was to continue his interest in organs and railroading for life. He was a founder of

the Electric Railroaders Association, a non-profit group devoted to preserving the history „jhonge
of electrified rail transit systems. He also was a co-founder and past-president of Bran-
ford Electric R ailway, a Connecticut-based non-profit operating railway museum, ■ He single copies of any issue in prim $1.00 each, post-
belonged to ATOS,and was a member of the Steamship Historical Society of America, poid,
plus the Morse Telegraph Club, Veteran Wireless Operators Association,Society of Wire
less Pioneers and Radio Club of America, Eenewols, inquiries ond changes of address should
He joined liie late R. C, Simonton in the preservation and operation of the famed be addressed to: the console, Preston j. Kouf-

stern-wheel steamboat Delta Queen after Simonton rescued the vessel and its company mann, circuiotions Director, p.o. Box 744-c, Po.o-

Overseas, via Air Mail, $25.00 annually

Please make checks or money orders payable to:
The Console. Payment from Canada must be on an

International money order made out in U.S. funds lo
forestall cenverslon or service charge due to rate of
exchange.

Single copies of any Issue In print $1.00 each, posl-
l>atd.

Renewals, inquiries ond changes of address should
be addressed lo: THE CONSOLE, Preston J. Kauf-
mann, Circuiotions Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Paso-

from failure and made it one of the great travel successes in the U. S. He subsequently
served as Chairman of the Board of the Greene Line, which operated the ship, and later
installed a steam caliope aboard die vessel. He frequently played the instrument while
on board Delta Queen cruises. He became a noted character, dressing in the style of
clothing worn by old time Mississippi gamblers—string tie, top hat, cutaway coat, loud
vest, etc.

Jay <~uinby was always available to anyone in need of his advice and help and he
seldom refused to entertain visitors to his unusual residence in Summit. In addition to
the organ, he maintained a large scale model electric railroad
in the basement and few guests ever left the house widiout tak-
ing with them their certificate of proficiency in operating the «
rail system. w
He is survived by his wife Margaret, two children, Jack Robill- >2 -

ard Quinby and Margaret Quinby Dyner, and five grandchildren. S □
RICHMOND CLUB CANCELS WEAVER SHOW S j

Cancellation of the Eddie Weaver show at the Byrd Theatre in ft -IiS
December was announced Nov. 16th by the Richmond Organ En- g 'Nfl
thusiasts Club. Reason given for die shelving of the holiday «
concert was problems in leasing the theatre. It was noted the ft
organization expects to present the artist in concert "in the near «
future'! ^9
SAN DIEGO CHAPTER SELLING STYLE D CONSOLE ft

San Diego Chapter ATOS will sell its Style D console and re- g
lay in the near future when it is replaced m ARNDT 0
by a three manual console and solid state S ifilft
relay system. Asking price of the package iU H U" Sis listed in "The Posthorn", official news- g >
letter, is $2,200. Sale of both items is ft
being handled by Charlie Porter (714) 286-MHIBB^^^H^B [2
9979, or Coulter Cunningham at 442-4649. N,qyembe^,,,,;^,^81

P

iena, California 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon request,
kddress ell Inquiries to: Roger Adams, Advertising
Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasodena. California 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Lvenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

IT'S OUTIOUR COMPLETE 68+ PAGE CATALOG
ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!

SEND $425 TODAY

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
1018 LORENZ DRIVE - BOX 129

ANKENY, IOWA 50021



The glory of

VAUXHAU BRIDGE ROAD ent
rance to the New Victoria which
is now called the Apollo Victor-

er saw to it that this great organ was perm
anently ruined sound wise. The organ had
to be amplified—one of the first examples
of electronic deliverance for a theatre pipe
organ, although the London Palladium
which Gaumont had taken over and placed
a Wurlitzer Model F i the big variety thea
tre briefly in 1928 was put imder amplifica-

CONSOLE of the 3/14 Compton organ in
the New Victoria Cinema, London. It is
now installed at Ossett Town Hall. Pipe
work of the organ was sold as parts for
other instruments.

moved out to Liverpool Plaza cinema. It was
a black spot in this legendary top music hall's
history of starry success.
DeGroot, the 'Rubinoff of London, conduct

ed the New Victoria orchestra and Foort play
ed the Compton. Reg told me a lovely story:
The cinema before it was opened was wired
for house phones—a mad dash to be first and
beat other houses to the new convenience. A
bevy of Hollywood stats came by boat for the
opening—Sir George Arliss, star of the open
ing film "Olde English'^ was included. After
a massive stage show directed by Albert De -
Courville, who was sent from Moss Empire
chain of music halls that were now owned by
GB, Bill Evans, the famous boss of PCT and
now top man at Gaumont cinemas, came to
Foort with the following complaint. He had
taken newsmen on a tout of the new house.
;When we were upstairs you nearly drowned
us all in sound'l Reginald explained he had
continued pla'png while the press was on the
prowl. Then Evans said the group came on
down to the stall floor (main orchestra floor)
and "You didn't need to play so softly, did
you? What's your game, Reg?" Reg had to
tell Evans about the unsuccessful installation.
It was then that GB realised Walmsley Lewis
and Trent had blundered and ruined me sound
of their most expensive organ todate. "Then

things^^got worse," _Reg

November 1981 sound in the projectionsuite during the opening

CONTINUED

Gaumont-J^ritoi) iSojitalsia

bp 3an ©alsUtsil) S
in the first installment of Gaumont-British Nostalgia, ■

Ian Dalgliesh reported on the early period of the big Brit- fs
ish movie firm. He continues with the progress of this li" ''
cinema circuit-/-film producing combine in the 1930s
and the revolutionary structureGB inherited from another ^
cinema circuit that had been absorbed: ^ '' \ 'li ■ j-

Gaumont-British had inherited some big schemes that .
had started under PCT,like the big New Victoria Cinema
in London. It created a sensation even before it opened. 0
Bus and tram (streetcar) conductors shouted out "Sing, k
Sing" it is reputed as the transports drew up outside the |
double-sided entrance of this, the most important archi- f ■
tectural cinema ever built in Britain. It revolutionised the | W —
cinema world, architecturally since the American notion E ■.-y-TTi
of movie palaces was in 1930 thought of as rather old |M '
fashioned here in Europe, Strangely enough "Hollywood
Gin Palaces" was one famous description of your 1920s
style cinemas. This is strange because of the great and g MBfBffi
ornate palaces found throughout this part of the world. jjj^H

German cinemas were thought of as tops for style. The
New Gallery, Tivoli and Capitol were on one end of the TIITII||M|yyj|^^
scale and the New Victoria was me new trend. |h

A young man in William Trent's office Trent was H|B|
chief architect of Gaumont-British—by the name of CjK
Walmsley Lewis was responsible to Trent for the design of
Ihe New Victoria, It seated 3,000, and, like many ' vaiiYMATi Rninrp nnAn
Trent-designed theatres was a great deal of structure on x?. w-
an awkward building site. There was a marvellous organ ranee to me New Victoria whichby Compton, of course, a 3/14 designed by Reginald foott ^ f
and Jimmy Taylor, of Comptons. It was installed in cham- ii„e tUelLe
bers over the stage. A sort of peaked top of — :
the proscenium arch, which also carried for a trial period but failed. Chambers had
air conditioning grilles in front of it, had a been put on the stage, but after a few weeks
facade of dummy organ pipes. All the clutt- movies were dropped and the Wurlitzer was

Li '11

WILTON ROAD entrance to me New
Victoria Theatre, one of two main
entry ways.
performance and were eating a snack
and hadn't noticed that the sound-
on-disc needle had jumped a few
grooves. The result was that Arliss
was cavorting about the screen with
a girl's voice coming out of his
mouth—he was out of synchronisa
tion. No house phones were yet
connected. The Ostrers and hill
Evans all were pacing me Royal log-
es and George Arliss himself was in
a terrible rage. The audience, how
ever, loved it all and alughed loud
er and louder. It was a real fiasco;
London's biggest opening farce.

The New Victoria's amplification
problem seemingly spurred other
cinemas to come up with similar
problems.

Edinburgh with a 2/10 Wurlitzer
ordered before it could be cancelled,
likewise the New Victoria in Brad
ford, Yorkshire, with 3,300 seats and
a puny 3/10 Wurlitzer which had to
be amplified again. A smaller New
Victoria in Preston had a Special,
200 Wurlitzer 2/9, like me GB Tivoli.
The Regent in Brighton lost its huge
Hill, Norman and Beard concert or
gan after a fire and it was replaced
by a 2/9 Wurlitzer. And an identical
model was ordered under PCT for
Bournemouth's beaufiful Regent.

But after GB took over it was to
be Compton all me way.

The first meatre to be called by
the name Gaumont is thought to be
Taunton Gaumont in Somerset in the
West Country of England. NO organ
mough, A new trend? Well, not
really.

In 1931, on February 9-Robert
Hope-Jones' anniversary—opened
in Birmingham, our second biggest
city, me Gaumont-Palace, me first
of me all-Gaumont-built palaces.

Architect for this one was Benslyn
and not Trent. This was because the
Gaumont site was first bought by
Denman Cinemas, The cinema did
not get built until GB firmly took
control.

It had a 3/10 Gaumont Special
Compton wim an extra and peculiar
rank to the GB chain—a fanfare

(Continued on Page Six)


