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Play up to a Yamaha E-70.

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System] developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under "organs."

# YAMAHA



INSURING FUTURE OF ORGAN—Partici
pants and judges at the National Finals of
the Yainaha Electone Organ Festival.
+  + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + +

WINNERS NAMED IN YAMAHA
MUSIC EESTIVAL FINALS
Daniel Rodowicz 17, sponsored by Free

hold Music Center, Freehold, New Jerseyj
Edward Goldfarb 14, sponsored by Stevens
Music, San Jose, Calif.; and Tammy Haung
10, sponsored by Cascade Piano and Organ,
Portland,Ore., were named winners in the
1981 Yamaha National Electone Festival
finals competition which recently took
place in Pasadena, Calif., at the Ambassa
dor Auditorium, before a panel of distin
guished judges from the world of music.

Other participants included Ron Simm
ons,Huntsville, Ala., Tom Folenta,Pough-
keepsie,N. Y., Louise Buchholtz-Riverside,
Calif., Alana Wood, Asheville, No. Car.,

(Continued on Page 12)

THEATRE ORGAN BUILDER
EDWIN A. LINK DIES
Edwin A. Link, one of the theatre pipe

organ builders during the silent film era,
died of cancer at his home in Binghamton,
New York, September 7th. He was 77.

In the many obituaries published a!crcs6^
the nation he was given credit for his de
velopment of the 'Link TrainerJ a device
that helped more pilots fly than anyone in
history. One obituary made reference to
the fact that he dropped out of school to
go to work in.His father's piano and organ
factory and subsequently took up flying as
a hobby. It was not brought to the atten
tion of readers that he remained with the

Link organ firm until talking pictures put
and end to pipe organ accompaniment.

After organs were silenced he devoted
his time to developing flying aids and be
came highly successful in this field. Later
he became involved in deep-sea explora
tion and invented devices to aid those in
this field.

*Gave Wright Components* 1
Organist Geoerge Wright disclosed that

Link and he became good friends when
the organist appeared in concert at Rober-
son Center and played the 3/17 Link organ
that was donated by the builder. "I told
Link that the chest action on the organ |
was the fastest I had ever encountered, ;
and he replied—'that's because I design
ed it that way!"
The organ builder also gave Wright a

number of Link and Wurlitzer organ com
ponents. He crated and shipped them to
Wright who is using some of the items in
his own residence installation now in the
stages of completion.

(Continued on Page Twelve)

PUBLISHED

fiSUBURBlAN RESTAURANT BURNS IN
* WANAQUE.N.J.—ORGAN DESTROYED

AUGUST 26—Fire completely destroyed the Suburb-
ian Restaurant in Wanaque,New Jersey, including its
Style 260 Wurlitzer that was installed and opened by

^ Frank Cimmino on June 26,1971. The organ was or
iginally erected in the RKO Chester Theatre in the(Bronx as a 3/15. It was a 17-rank organ at the time
of the fire and also had a Duo-Art grand piano.
The organist's mother had moved out of the apart

ment that was part of the restaurant building just one
week prior to the devastating blaze,,it was reported.

ROBERT MO RANEY DIES FOLLOW ING
r LONG ILLNESS; SPEARHEADED ART

CENTER ORGAN INSTALLATION
Robert McRaney,Sr.,life-long theatre organist

i  and enthusiast, died at his in in V/est Point, Miss.,
1  August 27th following a lengthy illness. During his
I  long bout with cancer, he had been instrumental

in convincing city officials of Hattiesburg,Miss.,to
purchase and re-install the Robert-Morton
pipe organ that had been erected in the
Saenger Theatre after the structure had been
donated to the city for a performing arts
center. Even though he was quite ill at
the time, he became consultant for the
project and was to have played the dedica
tion program on the instrument. He orig
inally opened the organ in the theatre in
1929 when he was an organist for the Saen
ger circuit.

In a brief ceremony last July hevwas
present at the theatre when Mayor Bobby
Chain presented a plaque to be installed
on the organ, dedicating it in McRaney's
honor. He also had been responsible for
several thousand dollars in contributions

w..-..-. . X (Continued on Page 12)

9bl ORGANIST JOHNNY KEMM
TO BE MURDERED IN JOPLIN. j-pp. Johnny Kemm, one of the nation's
U ) LuU j well-known electronic organists and con-
NEWS artist was reportedly found murdered

Diego's Cali- ^ forest preserve section of Joplin.Mo.,
f the larger during the second week of this montn. Eff-
•d thev will to obtain full particulars about the

MONTHLY

WHEREVU OREMS ME PUYED RHB HEAIIO. THE CORSOU IS KM

VOLUME 19 NUMBER .
SEPTEMBER 19bI ORGANIST JOHNNY KEMM

CALIFORNIA THEATRE TO BE MU^ERE) IN JOPUN ^
DEMOLISHED IN SAN DIEGO, I well-known electronic organists and con-
ACCORDING TO RADIO NEWS cert artist was reportedly found murdered
SEPTEMBER 9—-Owners of San Diego's Cali- ^ forest preserve section of Joplin. Mo ,
fotnia Theatre, one of the last of thi larger week of this month. Eff-
downtown houses,have announced they will o^ts to obtain full particulars about the
demolish the building to make way for a new tragedy have not been possible at press
high rise hotel and/or office ooihplex. The time It was learned that his car was
dil^clcsure was heard over CBS News radio found tunning iinrOie wooded area, and
broadcast several times during the evening. that his body was located at the bottom of

*Must Relocate Organ* ^ ^t is also reported that the
The announcement means that San Diego "borderer was apprehended.

Chapter ATOS must now plan to dismantle . At the time of his death, Kemm was do-
and store the instrument tlntil a new home is work for Thomas Organ Company He
located for it. The club was planning to de- ^ho slated to play a concert on Oct.
dicate a new three manual console for the or- 2nd wi^ his wife as soloist at Laguna.
gan on October 10. This date was changed Calif.,Leisure Worldfor the community
larly this month when trouble developed in society. For many years he
the refinishing of the console shell;the stain was the leading organist demonstrator for

(Continued on Page 12) L^wrey Organs.

Calif.,Leisure Worldfor the community
theatre organ society. For many years he
was the leading organist demonstrator for
Lowrey Organs.

DING-A-LING—BELLS DISAPPEAR,THEN REAPPEAR::
Each Sunday afternoon, the Spreckels Organ Pavilion in San Diego's B&lboa Park still

rings to the sound of what may be the largest, if not one of the largest outdoor pipe or-
f ans in the world. And with the sound of the organ, up until recently, selections calling
or the sounds of chimes were played fully. r ;—— ;—p-; :—77~7Z—
Then, one fine day, the chimes disappeared, bronze bell metal chimes were individually
And then, on another fine day this month, crafted, unlike today's mass-produced tink-
they reappeared! f®'®* ,
The tubular beauties—they are bronze an- After the initial tizzy over their disapp-

tiques that were donated by the Bonham Bros, earance subsided and the loss was publiciz-
Mortuary in San Diego from the organ there— fid the music lovers who had purloined the

chimes apparently had second thoughts awere first noticed missing ittijulytand it is
thought they left the premises in June when
the organ pavilion was unlocked for San Di
ego High School commencement exercises.
The largest chime is four feet long, the

smallest two feet.
The organ has been undergoing complete

restoration and the chimes were to be hung
in the organ chamber as part of the work.
Th

-
bout keeping them. Early this month, it
is reported, the chimes Suddenly were
found on the pavilion site. They will be
hung without delay!
The organ itself was donated to the city

in 1915 by John and Adblph Spreckels in
honor of the city's first exposition. Costof
instrument is unknown. It contains aboutIt contains about

e loss was discovered when Lyle Blacking- 5,000 pipes, according to a news item pub-
lished in a San Diego newspaperton, organ technician, went to mount them

in place specified. The chromepplatdd
. Austin

Organ Company, of Hartford, Conn.,Built it.



HanSalgliesh
CONTINUED

FROM
LAST

MONTH

Several years ago 1 was asked to write The Things You Are, perhaps his greatest,
the sleeve notes for a disc recorded in the and then .Alley Cat, which will give you an
Town Hall at Buckingham by a' personal idea when this LP was planned. A great con-
friend of mine, Laurence James. One of tinental hit here is Love's Last Work Is Spok-
our top notch organists and highly respect- ien—a favourite with James. Ahlert's perren-
ed amongst other players—a rare thing in ;ial Walkin' My Baby Back Home is next and
itself here Laurence 'bridged the gap' jthen follows a selection of Butt Bacharach
betwixt straight and theatre organ easily, itunes, and finally Laurence does a very Tor-

And he got away with it, too, over here. Ichy (Sid, I mean) After you've Gone.
He was lucky as the classic mob were terri-( Laurence first played a BBC broadcast on
bly sniffy regarding the low brow cinema none other than the Kilbutn State,he toldme.
organist which was often thought of as be- ,He spent most Sundays after playing in his
ing "rather working class" in some respects, church here in my home playing my organ
The record never appeared. Then, after land listening to the latest organ IPs. He was

laurence died whilst playing a concert for a marvellous and thorough-going pro who
the COS here in London at the Hammer- could play in any key and had been soloist
smith, you can imagine how I felt. The and accompanist for stage shows on the Gra-
record subsequently appeared on a cheap nada circuit. He was also a musical director
label in a double package with the late for many big stars.
Vic Hammett. My sleeve notes were not A nice LP, and in my view nicer sounding
on it. than when issued in double on the cheap la-
Now the interesting specialist label, Say-bel. The LP is titled: "Late Night Extra" and

disc has brought out the Laurence James al- is on the Saydisc SDL 317. It is 19 dollars by
bum on its own again, and a very nice re- air mail, or 14 dollars by sea. Write Saydisc
cord it still is, too. It was his best and he Records, The Barton, Inglestone Common,
enjoyed doing it, I was happy to help him Badminton, Gloucestershire, England GL9 IBX.
choose, or rather suggest items, but sad he Saydisc's catalogue lists many other re- ^
hadn't lived to see its release. Anyway, cords of the types 1 explained earlier. They !
whether it will sell over here as it was iss- also sent me their newest fair ground organ
ued on the cheap label previously is anoth- LP, "Bioscope Memories of the Mammoth
er matter. But it serves to introduce to Gavioli Fair Organ's Of its type it's very
this label their first theatre organ LP. Prior niece. These organs were found in the early
releases have concentrated on church bell^ travelling cinemas and the sleeve depicts
country dialect, music boxes, poetry, fair this in photos of early silver screen fair
ground organs, steam engines (Blimey! ground movies.
people actually listen to steam trains puff- Fats Waller material on theatre organ has
ine!) and so on. already been mentioned and you may recall
So they tell me—Gef and Genny Lucena that ages ago I talked about a release of his
v/ho own Saydisc, that they hope to iss- artistry. Well, it was made on Ron Curtis'

ue more theatre organ material. I have putfour-manual Compton organ and it is here at
them in touch with your wonderful Vestal last, and on a new label, too. Living Era is
Press outfit. They have a similar catalogue the name of the new disc company and is
of records. run by some executives that left when poor

Meanwhile a nice blue colour sleeve old Decca got sold off to the Polygram Group
with a black and white photo of the Wur- This LP obviously came wiA it as it was
litzer console of the organ that 1 wrote scheduled to be released by Decca. Fats At
about in the June issue just reopened in its The Organ is its title. Strangely enough,
third home at Worthing, Sussex. This was there is in my collection a splendid Lr al-
about the last LP made before it was mov- ready called Fats At The Organ which came
ed out of Buckingham Town Hall. Stan out on RCA-Victor. The firm was then run
White did the sleeve notes this time. The by Decca!
opener was Youmans' "I Know That You The sleeve has a sort of highly retouched
Know. It's The Talk of the Town, not often photo of the lovable Fats seated at the EMI
played on pipes, the zippy Goody, Goodyby Compton, The new one is on Curtis' organ,

was an excellent composer, trained under
the famous "Ossie" Peasgood at Westminst-
er Abbey, no less,
and here we get his
"Late Night Extra') C?
one of many tunes he >2

side one. Tipped ov '
er, side two has a
Kem medley— I
Won't Dance, All

Fats' piano tolls pla
(Continued on

ed via tracker bar on
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OUR COMPLETE 68+ PAGE CATALOG

ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!
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The late Laurence James' is the first or
ganist to appear on Saydisc label.
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The Inlernationol Theatre Organ Society Publishers

prepare and distribute monthly The Ctinsole, o totally

independent publication, In the Interest of theatres,

concert holls, opera houses, and their organs,

It is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, audi

toriums, concert halls, opera houses and their organs,

and reports internationally news of all types of orgons

—pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and classical.

The Console provides equal spoce to all organiza

tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage

of all organ news and photos. Photographs, draw
ings, organ catalogues, theatre programs, technical

orticles, both contemporary and nostalgic, are earn

estly solicited. The Console will consider purchase of

iibrories and other collections of organ ond/or theatre

materials. Address all communications, news releases,

etc., to THE CONSOLE, Posloffice Box 744-C, Poso-

deno, ColiTornio 91104. Telephone: 12131 794-7782.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

United States, $10.00 onnually, via Second Closs Mail

Canoda and Overseas, $11.00 annually, via Second

Class Moil

Overseas, via Air Mail, $25.00 annually

Please malce checks or money orders payable to:

The Console. Payment from Canada must be on an

international money order made out in U.S. funds to
forestall cenversion or service charge due to rale of

exchange.

Single copies of any issue In print $1.00 each, pesl-

poid.

Renewals, inquiries ond changes of address should

be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston J. Kaul-

mann. Circulations Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasa

dena, Californio 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards tent upon request.

Address oil inquiries to: Roger Adams, Advertising

Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena, California 91104.

Office of the publication Is 13BS North Michigan

Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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WURLITZER PURE—Just as Wurlitzer built them,
so Ron Mitchell of Riverside, California, is fabri
cating his new console. It is not a copy by any
stretch of the imagination—it is pure, out-and-
out Wurlitzer. Mitchell took precise measurements
of various North Tonawanda products, had all the
lumber he is suing milled to exact Wurlitzer sizejj
desigheidjahaping bits for cutting moldings and
ijought the decorative bolsters from another Wur
litzer console to mount in place under the keydesk
portion of the console. He is an expert craftsman
and declares his finished shell will cost him consid
erably under $5,000 (far less than that, really—Ed).

DEVTRONIX MAKING PRODUCT 10(^:
RUN OF SCHOBER ORGAN ITEM

Former customers of the Schober Organ Co., who
were left without a means of securing parts for un
finished organ parts when the Schober 'finn went
bankrupt recently, are now able to obtain some
of the parts from Devtronix Organs, Inc.,in Sacra
mento. "We have been busy helping Schober or
gan owners finish their kits. A great number of
people were left with partially completed organs
and we have been doing everything possible to help
them get their organs playing," Ray DeVault,head
of Devtronix has advised.
DeVault noted that his firm is remanufacturing

some Schober kits to help out. "One large itembO
customers are missing is the AGO pedal clavier kit
for the Recital Model. We will make a production
run of 50 pedal clavier kits to match the Schober
special console'dimensions," he said.

GANDI GARLEYi .RENOPBOUND'^-TWIGE
Candi Carley will make her third annual visit to

Reno,Nevada, in November. Actually, it will two
visits. Her first appearance is Nov. 4lii to play a
luncheon stint for the Telephone Pioneers, and a
concert at the Marvin Picollo School for children
with severe handicaps. She is donating her talend
and time for this occasion.

One week later she returns to give a concert at
the Pioneer Theatre Auditorium on a 436 Allen or
gan furnished by the R. J. Nelson Company of Sac
ramento and San Raphel.
The concert will be held Fridav.Nov. 13 at Snm.,

Tickets are $5 and may be
ordered by mail from Fred
Beeks,Room 273, 645 East
Plumb Lane, Reno, Nev.
.89520. Checks should be
made payable to Telephone
Pioneers.

JAZZ KNOCKS OUT ORGAN AND CLASSICS ON RADIO
Southern California organ buffs on September first were jolted out of their

listening complacency when the only radio station in the area broadcasting
theatre organ programs abruptly switched to all jazz format. The highly popu
lar organ music radio program which those in the Los Angeles area have been
enjoying for over two years came to its unannounced end on August 31st. KLON,
a pioneer radio station in Long Beach moved its studios to the campus of Cali
fornia State University, Long Beach.

With the move came a new management and new programming format. The
station now carries the National Publio Radio programs (NPR) and local pro
gramming consists of upbeat jazz music, day and night. When an inquiry was
made to the station regarding "The Great American Theatre Organ" program i--.
hosted by Jim Ludwig as a labor of love, the reply was "you may write the sta
tion'.'
The Console was informed that the telephone lines all started ringing when

the theatre organ program didn't come on as expected. The organ music pro
gram was so popular that the one hour show was broadcast on Mondays and re
peated on Tuesday and Saturday at different hours. J, S,

THOMAS OR^N EXEC BYRON MELCHER ANSWERS DEALER
REGARDING OVERLY SOPHISTICATED ELECTRIC ORGANS
Byron Melcher, Director of Mierohandising Services for Thomas International,

read the article published in the August issue of The Console in which a dealer
declared that the complex organs being built today and sold to the public are
partially responsible for the loss in business. He has written the following re
buttal to that statement:
"Reference was made to the 1'.. mass production of overly sophisticated or

gans is'in no little way responsible for the present condition within the industry'.
"Granted, there are some rather sophisticated organs on the market today. It

is that same technology diat has potvided the dealer you mention in the article
with instruments which he can sell containing features at prices well below
that which they would normally be in this time of inflated prices. Organs have
always been sophisticated. There mere fact that they have more than one key
board and a set of pedals on them, I believe, makes them that way. Even feat
ures such as second touch, suitable bass, drums, automatic rhythm units, imitat
ive voices such as trumpets, clarinets, etc., makes organs sophisticated,both pipe
and electronic. In essence, the organ has always been a sophisticated instrument.
Even the classic organ with such stops as Zimbelsterns.Bombardes,Trumpet en-
Chimades and Contra-Hautbois can be considered sophisticated.
"Most everyone is impressed with the magnificent sounds that can be created

onsany organ be it classical, theatre pipe or electronic. (Even senior citizens
who wish to learn to play for their own amazement.) 1 can recall, way back in
the 40's when I played a 'non-sophisticated' electric organ which created an
infinite variety of tones through the use of some rather clever controls. Even
then, students had difficulty understanding how to use the instrument.
"I think the dealer mentioned in the article would have to agree that organs

have always been sophisticated. The real problem lies in the fact that many
people who have purchased organs have not been provided adequate instruction
on how to use the instrument. We have been aware of the users inability to util
ize the full benefits of the instrument for some time and have put almost as
much money in the development of teaching programs as we have in the devel
opment of new product. This is one of the reasons why our company has devel
oped our own Musical Encounters teaching program.
"Yes, the organ business has been effected by the economy but I feel most

assured it is destined for a dramatic turn around as mote organ merchants begin
to concentrate their efforts in two main areas: 1) Provide the necessary educa
tion and aids and make use of all the features made available through tiie use
of modern electronic technology, 2) Educate John Q. Public about the wonder
ful.music that can be created on an organ and convert them to prospective

' owners, thtough out-of-store promotions.
"In closing I would like to reiterate the fact that the organ is still the most

challenging of all musical instruments representing a great deal of enjoyment
to all of those who partake of its glory."

PORTLAND OFFICIAL WORRIES ABOUT ATOS LIBRARY
Portland Chapter ATOS President Joe Gray and his group of members who

have gone on record stating they ate concerned about the state of the ATOS
National Library and Archives. Gray has indicated he is disturbed by the fact
that no one wants to listen to him about tentative plans his group has developed
for putting the library on a useable basis, one that would revitalize it and make

I  its data readily available to all members.
The project initially started off enthusiatically under guidance of Mary

Bowles. She spent a great deal of time gathering tapes, photos, etc., to build
the archives, but was pushed aside by other national officials at that time who
wanted to place the material .inca iloc'atlcn where, supposedly, it could be used
by all members. Seemingly it was headed in the right direction under the lead
ership of Tom Lockwood—that is, until he became overly aggressive in mak
ing requests for all types of material. His requests to various people were all

- answered, but national officials apparently took a dim view of some of the
items he gathered and soon he was booted out.

After his departure the project became a lack-lustre affair under indifferent
administration and finally, according to several contributors who tried to find
their donated material to check up on several things, but without success, the
library came to a standstill.

Gray and his group want to bring the project to Portland, classify all items
and make provision to duplicate them for branch libraries in other central
areas of the nation. There are others also who are waiting to donate material
but will not do so until the project is revamped and operating right.


