THERE WERE TWO ORIGINAL in-theatre installa-
tions featured in the 1981 ATOS National Conven-
tion. One,the Paramount Theatre, Seattle, is pict-
ured above. The other was the Tacoma Temple

Theatre Kimball. These and other features of the
conclave are included in special coverage starting
on Page Nine of this issue.

BE FEATURED IN CONCERT SERIES

Theatre pipe organ concerts became more plenti-
ful in the Los Angeles Metropolitan area this month
with the addition of the Elks 4/61 Robert-Morten to
regularly scheduled events,

On Sunday, Aug. 26, at 2:30, Don Pierce opened
the "Organ Pops" concert series. It will be a month-
ly event at the Elks Building, 607 South Parkview St,

According to the announcement release, a variety
of artists will be featured at the Morton console,
There will also be special events concerts for Hallo-
ween, Thanksgiving and the Christmas-New Year's
holidays. Special vocal and instrumental artists are
also scheduled to appear in the months ahead,

Tickets for each concert are priced at $4 with Sen-
ior citizens and youth (under 12) admitted for $2, The
series is being produced by Prolif Records of Los An-
geles, the firm that is currently making theatre pipe
organ recordings on the big Morton.

Those who have attended concerts in the former
Elks Club lodge room will see a vast change. The
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WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD. THE CONSOLE IS

DEDICATION OF
THEATRE CONSOLE
*IN SAN DIEGO SET
FOR OCTOBER |0TH

Dedication of a three-man-
ual console for the organ in-
stalled in the California Thea-
tre, San Diego, has been an-
nounced by San Diego Chap-
ter ATOS, The dedication
concert will be played by
Chris Gorsuch, Octcber 10th
starting at 7:30pm. The new

o keydesk, which replaces the

NUMBER 8

original two-manual Wurlit-

AUGUST 1981

zer make, was donated to the
ATOS chapter, owners of the
(Continued on Page Six) )

THEATRE ORGAN IN CONTINUOUS

RENAISSANCE

MGM FILM; MAY DO FULL

three different organs for a major mo
Century Fox Music Stage 3/18 Wurlit
heard by other producers who had bee

out of this session came an offer to
consider playing the crgan to record
full opening title music for a film
that is already "in the can'. The

ties,

Wright reported that negotiations
are underway, but ncthing could be
confirmed at this time.

Allied with the obviously excell-
ent exposure that will be given to
theatre and entertainment-type org-
ans in the film, pipe organs broke
into the news in, of all places, the
Los Angeles Times' Calendar Section
published Sunday, August 16, under
the Jaz pages. The boost for theatre
organ was written by Leonard Feath-
er, He named Lee Erwin, Dick Hy-
man and Keith Jarrett, who have re-
corded albuims cn pipe orgars. Fats
Waller's name is also brought into
play.

¥Lady Wrestler Film*

Wright's playing was for the sound
track of "All The Marbles) a stor
of two lady mud wrestlers, MGM's
music department specified that the
organ playing be of the type heard
in arenas and stadiums,

"MGM didn't stint on money,"
Wright said,” Their own music studio
building was tom up for remodeling
and arrangements were made with
20th-Century Fox to use the Wurlit-

large room has been remodeled (Continued onP. 6)

LATOS Chairman Gene Davis.

They rente
the new storage location.

The two men also planned to fly to Livonia, Michigan, where they would rent another
truck and bring the back issues stored there to the Pacific Coast. ATOS officials, however,
nixed the big, long haul on the basis of costs involved. The magazines will be shipped to

the new storage area by public camier, it was learned.

According to Davis, many of the issues totalled more than 500 overprint copies each, He
indicated that the extra runs were ordered by former ATOS officials on the basis of being
able to supply new members who joined the organization with back numbers.
the demand was far less than the available supply and resulted in stoarge space being re-

quired to hold them.
Davis also added that it was not possible in the time

ing the lot from Salinas to estimate a cost for production and subsequent storage of the back
"I believe it would be rather expensive," he noted. The apparent plan by newly
elected officials of the organization is to inventory the complete lot and put them up for

copies.

sale,

D BE TG BBt S0ouTH

Litterally tons of magazines, all back issues, the residue of overprinting Theatre Organ
magazines for many years, has been moved from a public storage warehouse in Salinas,
California, south to San Diego this month by ATOS National Director John Ledwon and
a truck, loaded the issues and hauled them to

zer. It is in fair condition and was

It is obvious

that was spent loading and unload-

feature, a comedy, is set in the thir;

GEORGE WRIGHT PLAYS FOX STUDIO WURLITZER FOR

FILM TITLE FOR A PIX

LOS ANGELES TIMES JAZZ WRITER GIVES THEATRE ORGAN AND
NATIONAL ORGAN SCCIETY A BOOST IN SPECIAL SUNDAY STORY

On July 22nd, George Wright was engaged by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer to play

tion picture. He performed on the 20th-
zer and two electronic organs., He was
n notified about Wright's participation

in the feature film, They were on hand to hear him record the Wurlitzer and

GNASTER BUYS RIGHTS
TO RECORDING; WILL
. PRODUCE ,DISTRIBUTE
IT NEXT FALL,HE SAYS

After months of stalemate planning
by Con-Val Chapter's committee for a
‘recording of the Marr & Coltcn organ in
Thomaston Opera House, Tom Gnaster,
the organist who did the recording back
in 1980, has completed negotiations
with the ATOS chapter to buy the rights
and go ahead with the production and
distribution of it late next Fall,

The new platter features the organ and
a nine-foot concert grand piano. Title of
the album will be "Together For The
[First Time" and features the artist play-
ing both instruments, "It's the best thing
I've done and I'm anxious to get it out,’
Gnuaster said.
With the rights to the tapes in his pos-
session, Gnaster disclosed that author/
artist Geof Paterson is designing the cov-
er for the record jacket and writing the
text as well, Final photography work is
being done this menth so the cover can
be given to the printers, .

PLANS FOR SOUTHLAND
PARLOR SHAPING UP

Southem California is due to have an
outstanding pizza parlor in the near fut-
ure. The unique restaurant location is
apparently set for the Fountain Valley
region which is inland from the Pacific
Ocean, northeast of Huntington Beach.

Name of the new enterprise will be
"Pizza,Pasta & Plentya' Pipes', accord-
ing to owner -operators Tom Sheen,
Robert St, John and Kim Bunker. The
two organist-owners apparently will be
featured at the console of the former
Robert Chaney organ that has been pur-
chased for the restaurant. The console,
it is reported is cumently being rebuilt
and the organ will have a new multiple
relay system,

Property negotiations are underway
and as soon as they are closed construc-
tion of the 8, 500-square-foot building
will begin,

A date for opening the food empor-
ium could not be given by the owners

until property negotiations are complete
and construction contracts signed.



Play up to aYamaha E-70.

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System) developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under “organs.”

€ YAMAHA
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voice the brass sax rank in George

JUNGHEN VOICING SAX |
RANK FOR GEO.WRIGHT |

Organman Dave Junchen will |
Wright's residence organ. The
work will be done in the cham-
ber where it will play. Wright
said that the in-chamber voicing
will give it the proper perspect-
ive with the rest of the instru-
ment,

FALSE ALARM: PEPIOT
HOUSE NOT BURNED

It happened at Walt Strony's
San Gabriel Civic Auditorium

CALIFORNIANS IN BROOKLYN~—Bud and Spring Clover
of Long Beach, Calif.,recently visited Walker's Theatre in
Brooklyn, While they were there they heard 16-year-old
Jeanette Samarelli, of Brooklyn. She is a student of Lon
Hanagan and was featured at the Carnegie Hall Cinema
during a concert he presented there, If history repeats
itself, the future should be bright for Jeanette —two of
Lon's students are now organists at Radio City Music Hall.

MILLER TO OPEN KINGSTON ORGAN ON
SEEI&‘ZE IS _CANADA'S LARGEST T.O.

iller will perform the Grand Opening Concert
on Canada's largest theatre pipe organ September 17 in
Kingston, Cntario,

The concert climaxes four years of effort by a local group
of theatre organ devotees (musicians, aspiring musicians and
technicians) to bring live theatre organ music to Kingston,
These members of the Kingston Theatre Organ Society
heard their first musical sounds from the organ just over a
year ago and since last Fall, the organ has been used at
regular church services in its home, the Church of the Re-
deemer,

The Kimball is a three-manual, 21 -rank instrument plus
piano and six tuned percussion ranks. The console contains
256 stop tabs and 70 combination pistcns. It was originally
installed in a theatre in Youngstown,Ohio. It has been re-
built completely with advice from a number of top per~
fcrming artists and technical experts, including the use of
solid state technology.

Miller, as a leading theatre organist, and, at the same
time, an accomplished classic organist, is uniquely suited
to showing off the capabilities of the Kimball, His program
will consist of popular, light classic and classic works.

concert August 8th. During inter-
mission word was out that Olive
and Les Pepiot, who operate Organ
Enterprises, had been burned out.
The harbinger of the news quali-
fied his statement by saying he
had tried to call the couple,but
the telephone was dead.

Next day a call was placed to
Organ Enterprises and Olive Pep-
iot answered, After being told
about the fire she laughed and
explained that the place that had
burned was their former head-
quarters, "We now live in Thou-
sand Oaks and have our organ [
shop here. We sold the other
property and moved here,"

*Standby At Shrine*

The Pepiots were on standby at
Los Angeles Shrine Civic Audi.-
torium during the run of Napol-
eon to watch over the Moller. It
played every performance flaw-
lessly, they reported, When the
film rctums again in December
they will take up their vigil again|

STAN KANN CLEANS UP ON
CLEANER LORE; HAS T, V,
COMMERCIAL FCR MAY CO,
Although he hasn't been con-
certising lately that doesn't mean
that Organist Stan Kann hasn't
been seen, In fact, he may have
a greater audience than when he
played the Fox Wurlitzer in St. -
Louis. Kann is being seen on
television screens wherever the
May Company chain has stores.
He 1s touting Hoover vacuum
cleaners. The commercial ties
in his collection of antique clean-
ers . The spot announcement was
viewed in Los Angeles Aug. 19th,

|
|
|
|

CAND| CARLEY CANS
ONE ol Mo VER HOURS,

Gabriel Civic Auditorium Monday
evening, August 10th, sat down at
the conscle of the Wurlitzer pipe
organ about 7 o'clock and started
recording her new album, By 2am
next morning the session was com-
pleted and the newest album was
"in the can'}

Richard Simonton, Jr., who was
in Los Angeles from his Florida
Disneyland assignment, served as
recording engineer. Organist
Gordon Kibbee was consultant,

SIMONTON WURLITZER
RESTORATION WORK
NEAR COMPLETION

Refurbishing of the four-manual,
36-rank Wurlitzer organ in the R, C,
Simonton residence, Toluca Lake,
North Hollywoed, will be completed
this month and the organ will be
ready for recording and concert
presentations, it was disclosed by
Steve Ross, who is associated with
the work underway.

Reservoirs have been releathered
and the manuals were sent to Paci-
fic Piano for rebushing and adjust-

m%}uring the week of August 17th
console pneumatics were being fin-
ished. Final voicing and regulation
of the instrument will be started, It
is the plan to recapture the original
Crawford sound, The late,noted
theatre organist wrote the specifica-
tion for the Simonton organ. He al-
so recorded his last albums on it.
His hand-written combinations for
the final album recording sessions
are still on file at the Simonton
residence,

ROB CALCATERRA APPOINTED
CRGANIST AT RADIO CITY

Rob Calcaterra, formerly in In-
dianapolis, Indiana, moved recently
to New York City and has been ap-
K/?inted organist at Radio City

usic Hall. He presented a con=-
cert of classical and theatre organ
selections at All Souls Unitarian
Church, on 56th Street, in Indian-
apolis on Sunday, August 23rd, A
reception in his honor followed
the concert program, it was report-
ed in The Cipher, official newslett-

TRIO TO TOOT

er of Central Indiana Chapter ATOS,

IN REFURBISHED DETROIT FOX

Detroit's refurbished Fox Theatre will be the setting for a Mighty
Wurlitzer Concert—~ The Three Organist Extravaganza on October 11

at 2:30pm. The three stars of the show
are Father Jim Miller, fresh from his

triumphant show-stopping appearances
at the Seattle ATOS National Conven-
tion; Dennis Minear and John Steele.

Steele has only recently moved to the
Minear was

formerly in San Francisco before com-
ing to Michigan., He was organist in a
pizza parlor on the west coast and also

Detroit area from Texas,

was heard frequently at the Castro

Theatre where a large Wurlitzer is cur-

rently being installed.
Tickets for the Toocting Trio are

in advance; $5 at the door, A discount

*Allen Miller Doing Tonal Finishing*

Organman Allen Miller has been in Kingston this month
doing tonal finishing on the Kimball in preparation for the
Miller opening concert,

He is also due on the West Coast soon to check out the
Shea's Buffalo Theatre Wurlitzer Console that is stored at
the former Baringer Studio location in Scuth Pasadena. It
may be moved to another organ firm in Southemn Califor-
nia for completion before being sent to Buffalo, o

of $1 is given senior ci

by sendin
to 19318

Aug

i

281

e

st 1

tizens and stu-
dents, Mail order
tickets available
orders
est-
brook, Detroit,
Michigan 48219,
SASE, please,

$4

at Fox Oct, 11

John Steele



A RAFT OF |
RECORD I NGS
REV | EWED

THIS AND |
NEXT MONTH

As promised, this month I'm reviéwing new records cut over here, Wow! After a lull
we are simply swamped and more goodies, I can tell you, are in the piipeling here in the
U. K. Slump or no slump, people are buying theatre organ records,

Having so many this month, 1 really can't go into proper detail, which is really a
great pity and rather upsets me, We will dea% with organists in alphabetical order—-I'm
not one to offend.

Three years ago the UK went bonkers over a new name in the concert and broadcast-
ing worlds. The chap in question
was Armsbee Bancroft. His firstzl-
bum has been one of the Northern
Theatre Organ Trust's best selling
records, they tell me, and so it'sno
surprise that Bancroft returns to the
same beautiful organ, the 3/13
Compton at Ossett Town Hall,

Remember Me? is the title of
NLS 106. It has a nice colour
sleeve of Armsbee close up at the
console, excellent sleeve notes and
design of this package by the well-
known Frank Hare with excellent
recording by Ron Travers,

Side One starts with Bancroft's
signature theme, Abie My Boy,
then a quite different style of play-
ing from the norm of The Gondol-
iers, one of cur most cl)gved Gilbert
and Sullivan operas. Organists are ]
carcful over here playing GES mu- ARMSBEE BANCROFT at the 3/13 Compton in the
sic, The public doesn't [ike mess- Ossett Town Hall, Yorkshire, England, His first LP
ing around with these sacred com- Was such a success he'd done a follow-up.
ic operas. Bancroft chooses unusual registration in places; there seems to be a general
way of playing this terribly popular repertoire, tailor-made, of course, for the organ.

Next a swinging Birth of the Blues, coupled with Poor Butterfly. George Scott-Wood
was a top accordianist and producer at EMI, too, and compcser, and his delightful Shy
Serenade, again popular for the T.O. , is presented followed by Johnny Greenfs dramatic
Body and Soul. And to end this side is a shimmering film hit Summertime in Venice.

Side Two rouses cut with The Big Brass Band From Brazil—first heared in an old 1948
movie, Angel in the Wings, starring Danny Kaye., Dvorak's immortal Humoresque is
next, and here it is delightfully given the Fats Waller treatment. I love it. It's interest-
ing as Fats made his records here on a Compton of slightly earlier vintage than this one.

The Gershwin Brothers get a look-in with A Foggy Day and Someone To Watch Over
Me. Both were show stcppers when they first came out. I'm crazy over Cole Porter and
his True Love is played with great charm, Romberg's New Moon is the other show selec-
tion. Two more film tunes finish this lovely LP—Can I Forget You, by Kem, and Re-
member Me? The record is available via surface mail to all countries for 4, 60 and air
mail 6, 60 (in English Pounds. Payment is requested in STERLING or Internaticnal Mon-
ey Crders. Checks to NTOT Records, 137, Towngate, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF5 CPN,
England.

have mentioned for a few issues a release of significant importance as it's on the

nearly forgotten Torch State Wurlitzer. At last, Alamo Records have brought it out and
s0 it's called A State Farewell featuring George Blackmore on the venerable 4/16 Wurl-
itzer. Yes,..the 'Torchmobile' has ground to a seeming halt as the Gaumont-State
closed down along with 28 other Odeon cinemas. So apart from another LP recorded by
Ashley Miller, this could be the last in its original home, The sleeve is really lovely—-
the console, one of only two of this design in the world, with its naughty Howard seat
(a mind of its own), a
four-page leaflet in-
sert gives good details
about the organ and
cinema, and also inter-
esting data written by
Blackmore. 1 mustsay
here that it's through
Gecrge that the organ
was given a lease on
life again, After the
last resident organist in
the early 1950s, Lcuis
Mordish, Ranks shutthe
organ down virtually,

George, who played

T g emwee0e:
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P.0. Box 11536, San Diego, CA 92111
Send for FREE Catalog

it for GB circuit, persuaded the BBC to air
it on radio after they had forgotten it. Once
on, it was never off the airwaves. George
made ahit with the 16-ranker and the COS
and Theatre Organ Club awoke interest in
it. Perhaps many of you didn't know that,
but it's true, George's first LP was made at
the State, Considering the mikes were sup-
posed to be rushed in and a hurriedly arrang-
ed sessions which I hardly believe although
allowing for George's brilliant musicianship
(all of those degrees) there's no doubt but
what it is a great record.

Les Rawle has tenderly nursed the 'Torch-~
mbbile' and it really sounds like a Wurlit-
zer should, They don't often, in my humble
estimation, over here, It really sings and
Les shakes off the British 'Wurlitzer Cinema
Organ' tierce-ridden, high-pitched shrill
blast which man y Brits like on their Wurlit-
zers, the trems are excellent,

The Gaumont-State was rescued by an in-

(Continued on Page 22)
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NEW INSIGNIA ——Designed and residence. Now he will be reversing the proceed- | Keyboar
executed by Bill Dye, the draw-| ure-—dismantling, packing and shipping to he new
ing reproduced above is the new | home in Cincinnati, Ohio, not only the two pipe

insignia for Los Angeles Theatre organs, but his household furniture and the exten-

Organ Society. It is expected sive record collection he has gathered over man

that it will be used on stationery ears. He recently accepted a new position in the
and other official papers of the amous river port city and had two alternatives—
society, The original ATOS to sell or store the organs or move them. His long

shield insignia that has been used experience with theatre organs could hardly be ex-
for so many years will also be re{ pected to lose out to storage or sale!

tained, it was reported. LATOS DOES NOT HAVE A WURLITZER

BILL THOMSON will i Cn Page Four of the July issue a story headline
concert atSan G;vgrie%pgie\?ircm proclaimed: LATCS Wurlitzer Not Bou¥1d For Wil-
Auditorium Sept. 25th a 8pm, tern Theatre'. An over 'zealous scribe listened to
Tickets are priced at $6. 50 regut general talk which described the situation incorrect
lar; $5. 50 senior citizens. | ly. The organ is still the property of Marian Cook.

LOS ANGELES THEATRE

REPORT LEDWON PLANNING FIRE
ANN | VERSARY ORGAN DEDICATION

in a raging brush fire October 23, 1978, is being
planned for the same date this year, it waé learned
this mcnth,

Following the destructive fire there were many
volunteers who helped Ledwon salvage what remain-
ed of the organ and clean up the premises prior to
rebuilding the burned sections of the residence. He
was given free storage space for the organ compon-
ents,

Later on the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
sponsored a benefit program with the proceeds going
to Ledwon to help his rebuild and install the organ
once more in the restored residence.

VAST 10,000-RECORD COLLECT |ON
Churchman, theatre organist and author, Dr,
John Landon not too long ago held a grand opening
for his newly installed three-manual theatre pipe
organ, and has been also erecting a classical type
instrument in the past months, in his Lexington, Ky,

\i\l'

ORGAN SOCIETY

UNNYBROO

BALLROOM
POTTSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 215-367-6400

THEATER
PIPE ORGAN

DEDICATION AND POP CONCERT
FEATURING
Andy Kasparnian
and Robert Lent

SATURDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 3RD

8:00 PM to 10:00 PM
COCKTAIL HOUR 7:00 PM

ADVANCE TICKETS $5.00 / $6.00 at BOX OFFICE
CHILDREN $2.50
COCKTAILS AND DINING AVAILABLE
Dancing to Scotch & Soda / Organ Sing-A-Long and Dance-A-Long

WORKING VACATION FOR KOURY;
WILL DRIVE TO CONCERT AREAS

Re-dedication of his Wurlitzer theatre organ, i Organist Rex Koury is presently finalizing
which was extensively damaged along with his’home

arrangements for an extensive Fall playing
tour which starts in Southern California and
terminates in central New York state.
"This annual auturon trip is getting to be
more interesting and exciting each year,'
Koury said. "For a good many past seasons
almost all of my trips to concert locations
have been made by aircraft and it has been
purely a matter of getting to one hotel or
theatre after another as quickly as possible,
Three years ago my wife and I decided to
do things differently and make this annual
Fall trek a sort of 'working vacation'. In-
| stead of flying, we now travel together by

LANDON TAKES NEW JOB 1IN CINCY st G S e in between for sight.see-
WILL MOVE TWO PIPE ORGANS AND | ing and visiting friends and relatives across

the country. This way I also have the opp~
ortunity to take lots of photos of interesting
places and subjects for my painting hobby.
This year's trip is shaping up beautifu }:]Y
and promises to be the best yet!" he added.
His engagements include: Leisure World's
c%Club, September 1st; Patio Thea-
tre, Chicago, Sept. 13th; Paramount Theatre,
Cedar Rapids on Sept. 18th; Auditorium
Theatre, R ochester, Oct. 16; Casa Loma in
Toronto, Oct, 19th; Hammond Castle,
Gloucester, Mass,,Oct, 24th; and Bingham-
ton, New York's Forum Theatre on Nov. 8th.
Additional bookings are still under nego-
tiation for the month of October which Koury
feels will be set as this goes to press.

KIRK OF DUNEDIN OPENS
|4TH SEASON OCT, |5TH

One of the world's greatest organ concert
~venues, the Kirk of Dunedin, Florida, has
announced its fourteenth organ concert ser-
ies will open October 15th and 16th with
Kirk Organ Curator Terry Charles at the
censole, Cn Nov. 12,13 and 14, George
Wright is guest artist. Charles returns for
his annual Christmas concerts Dec, 3,4, 5,

14,15 and 16. He then presents "The World
of !R?dgers and Hammexstein" Jan. 14,15
and 16.

Rex Koury will appear at the Wurlitzer
console February 11,12 and 13, Charles
follows with "The Sound of A Great Amen"
March 11,12 and 13. Lee Erwin comes in
for a two~-day appearance April 15 and 16,

The series closes with Terry's "Request-
fully Yours" May 13 and 14. A special
Summer Concert," America The Beautifuly
which is not a part of the regular series,
will be played by Charles July 8th,

LOWELL AYARS TO PLAY FOR
RICHVOND ORGAN CLUB AT
BYRD THEATRE SEPT.22ND

Popular Theatre Organist Lowell Ayars
will be presented in concert at the Byrd
Theatre by the Richmond Crgan Enthusiasts
Club September 22nd at 8pm, General ad-
mission for the show is $5.

The club has engaged the theatre for all
day to permit the artist time to practice for
the evening show. Members with organ
technical experience prepared approximate-
ly 15 pages of items to correct in the Wurlit-
zer, They have re-tuned it and are recover-
ing all the pneumatics on the swell shades
which were in need of the work., The instru-
ment has received sporadic maintenance in
the last few years, it was reported.

) August
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