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SAN DIEGO FOX THEATRE SOLD;
FATE OF ROBERT-MORTON: MUTE

Sale of the San Diego Fox Theatre to Charles B,
Kendall by the Gildred Development Corp. was an=
nounced this month, The new owner plans to in -
crease bookings to a nearly continuous level for the
A former motion picture house, it has in
the past several years become a legitimate theatre

theatre.

featuring musicals on stage.

Fate of the 4/32 Robert-Morton pipe organ in the
theatre is unknown. Former owners were cognizant
of the instrument and permitted local organ buffs to
After live shows
came to the Fox the console was disconnected and
The organ was used
during the 1979 L, A, /San Diego Convention. Ash-

restore and use the instrument,
moved out of the orchestra pit.

ley Miller was the concert artist. After his

ance the console was disconnected and again moved

out of the pit,

Ad Hoc Candidates
Win Board Seats

INDICATES MEMBERS BACK AD HOC

IDEA

HAIGHT STILL WRITING HIS

LETTERS ,SAYS END OF ATOS UNLESS 0.G. HELPS

All four candidates who were backed by the Ad Hoc Committee in the ATOS
election won vacancies on the National Board of Directors.
that those members who were interested enough to cast their ballots have given
the new board a mandate that they are backing them to bring about changes
within ATOS that have been fought for by members who have objected to the

The vote indicates

There is no doubt but what the new board will experience problems due to
the mass resignation of former officers and those who produced the national
publication, took care of membership records and financés, etc, but there is

ST.LOUIS FOX MAY BE

Louis Properties, Inc,
Though the full particulars of th

tween private

perform~| firm owned by Strauss.

(Continued on Page 17)

PERFORMING ART CENTER

Dark for three years, the St.Louis
Fox Theatre will reopen in the fall as
a live entertainment site, following
consumation of a contract between lo-
cal developer Leon Strauss and Fox St.

e

transaction as reported in Variety hint
that the sale of the theatre was be- -
1 concerns, another

story in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch is
giving the local city government the
credit for purchasing the property and
then leasing it to Pantheon Corp, the

Concern for the Wurlitzer organ in

i no reason to believe ATCS will fall
apart, as recent letters written by the
current president, Richard R, Haight
seem to indicate.  This fact came to
light when Haight, in his continuing
harrassment of Oregon Chapter officers,
wrote the members of the chapter to
advise them of facts that he apparently
pulled out of thin air since the mem-
bers of that unit were already fully in-
formed of their own board's actions in
demanding the resignation of Haight,
The new board obviously has a great
challenge in effecting change within
the organization, Every facét will be
examined and discussed before con-
certed action is taken. One board
member, Tim Needler has alread
stated that member's opinions will be
sopght for the proposed changes.
(Continued on Page 22)

GAYLORD CARTER INVITED
TO RETURN TO OPERA HOUSE

On May 1st Chicago Civic Opera House
became a movie palace and its three-man-
ual, 50-rank Skinner organ took on the up-
beat 'shadings of a theatre instrument when

the inimitable Gaylord Carter was present: -

ed in concert and accompanying the classid
Valentino film,"Son of the Shiek'. The
show was mounted by Chicago Area Chap®
ter ATOS,

"Opera House personnel arranged the pro-
per staging of the performance) Carter de-
clared. The organ is a 3/50 E. M, Skinner
concert instrument and it has a great sound
in that beautiful auditorium, I was over-
whelmed by the grandeur of it all. The
console was on the left side of the stage
with the chambers opening into the house
on both sides,

"When the grand drape opened there was
a desert setting into which the screen was
lowered for the showing of ""The Son of the
Shiek" starring Rudolph Valentino and Vil-
ma Banky. It was reminiscent of the €l-
aborate screen settings used in major mo-
tion,picture theatres during the silent era,

"We had a fine and enthusiastic audiencg
who entered into the community singing in
a verK happy way and cheered the film.

"There were four stage hands and two

(Continued on Page Five)

=WRIGHT'S WURLITZER IS
ALMOST READY TO PLAY

For those who have heard about the
Wourlitzer theatre pipe organ George
Wright is installing in his home, he
gives a brief insight into what the in-
strtument will be when it is finished.
His letter to The Console appears on
Page Three with two photos.
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DENVER BUFFS HEAR YOUNG
MAN ON HOME ORGAN,SET UP
PARAMOUNT CONCERT FOR HIM

Crganist Phil Silberhorn
Phil Silberhorn, of Lombard, I1linois, had
his first public performance on April 31st at

the Denver Paramount Theatre playing the
twin console 4/20 Publix No, 1 Wurlitzer,

He was asked to present this concert while
visiting relatives in the area. The show
came about when members of Rocky Mount-
ain Chapter ATOS heard him playing an
electronic organ in a Denver residence. They
we so deeply impressed that arrangements
were made to have him appear at the Para-
mount, The subsequent program was re-
ceived with such enthusiasm that he was in-
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(Continued on Page 19)

- issue of Theatre Organ mag

¢ jncumbent national president "that

- ed in its entirety in the July issue of

The Console. ) IONIRCTI,
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ATLANTA CHAPTER TELLS
IT HOW IT IS IN JULY

After three years of rumored fin-
ancial chicanery, misrepresented
facts in the Old Guard's tearful fare-
well appearing in the April/May'81
azine, and
e by the

an outright accusation ma

it would appear that certain expenses
incurred by the chapter at that time
border on gein fraudulent', Atlanta
Chapter ATOS has an answer that is

a scalding rebuttal over the 1978 Con-
vention expenses. It will be publish-
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FAMOUS WEST COAST ARTIST,
THEATRE DECORATOR DIES

One of the nation's most prolific thea-
tre decorators during the age of the great
film palaces, Anthony Heinsbergen died
at his Los Angeles home June 14th. He
was also an artist of note and had painted
many oils. His canvasses in theatre decora-
ting were the ceilings, domes and interiors
of the most opulent structures from Mexico
City to Alaska. One of the last buildings
he decorated was San Sylmar Museum,

Born in Holland, his father took him to

-famous museums to view the work of many

artists. He was later apprenticed to an
artist and restorer at the age of 10, He was
so good from the start that instead of taking
50 cents fee Heinsbergen was supposed to
pay, his master paid him 25 cents a week.
migrating the the U. S,, he settled in
Los Angeles. His first real break, the one
that established him for life, came when
Alexander Pantages asked him to do the
interiors of 22 Pantages houses, In 1928
(Continued on Page Five)



THREE ORGANS INTO NEW VENUES;
AL BOLLINGTON GIVEN TAPES OF HIS
BRITISH THEATRE RECORD INGS3

HECTOR OLIVERA MAY PLAY LAST CONCERT
ON GRANADA KINGSTON ORGAN;

BRITISH COS EDITOR DIES,CLUB HAS
ESTABL ISHED MEMORIAL FUND;

KELSALLL HAS NEW PLATTER OUT

In these days of frequent theatre organ transplants some organs
happily find a seemingly safe new home only to find that through
circumstances often beyond their owner's control they have to be
uprooted and a second or even third home is located. Most un~
seemly for the majestic theatre organ. Three such cases are
right in the news over here and
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WOOD GREEN GAUMONT!'S Compton organ went to a technical

college in S, W. London and is now in its third home in Gosport

{_in Hampshire, England

hopefully it will be a case of third
time lucky.

In 1934 the North London suburb
of Woed Green was agog at the op-
ening of its super duper 3,100-
seater Gaumont-Palace, latest in a
long line of supers of the then l:rz
largest circuit—Gaumecnt-British,
or GB, as it was known over here,

Young and dashing Frederic
Bayco rose up to present a magni-
ficent Compton 3/13 fitted witha
console and specification specific~
ally for the GB circuit, The ranks
were Diapason, French Horn, Tuba,
Stopped Flute, Celestes, Viola, Vio-
loncello, Open Flute, Tibia, Kin-
ura, Clarinet and Vox Humana,

All the great names of the GB
circuit played guest dates and
m ost organists got a crack at least
for a week,

Stage shows with two features
were the norm in the heyday thir-
ties. The organ survived the war
and gradually it fell into slumber
particularly when Lord Rank, hea
of, at first Gaumont-British and
then later Odeon Theatres, merged
the two vast circuits. Qdeon's

THE LATE VIC HAMMETT at the console of the Bucking-
ham Town Hall Wurlitzer which has been reopened in its
third home, Worthing Assembly Hall,

ased the excellent organ from the
Rank Organisation for the now in-
credible sum of 350 pounds--that
is around $600 to you!

The organ became pcepular and
concert and silent film programs
featuring such greats as Ena Baga,
"Fitting the Films" as they say,
were a must for the fans. Sadly,
space was needed and after all the
hard work put in by many students
and others, the organ had to be
sold.

One of our hundreds of flourish-
ing organ clubs, the Gosport &
District Organ Club in Hampshire
had been holding electronic organ
events in Thomgate Hall. They
had actually purchased a 3/5 and
Melotone Compton which had long
been in storage, It had started life
at the Granada Cinema in Hove,
Sussex, Then,in the mid-thirities,
a Melotone unit had been fitted
and it was moved into the new,
large Regal-ABC Cinema in the
Hammersmith, West London area.

Gosport members built chambers
for it, but acquired the Wood Green
organ, On April 26th, I can report,
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nhame became mere prominent and the Wood Green Gaumont
became the Odeon in the wide screen era, The College of
Technology in S. W. London had a fine hall and in 1966 purch-
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GRANADA CINEMA,BEDFORD, lost its Wurlitzer to an organ
club and was installed in a ballroom on a pier, It,too, has
been moved a third time and is now in Easton, Cleveland,
England. It is a three manual, eight rank Wurlitzer pipe or-
gan,
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our ever popular John Mann play-
ed the opening concert to a packed, sold out house. The next date
had Cpyril Boyes and a drummer as the organ will be used for dan-
cing as well as concerts.

One of the pioneer, if not the pioneer post war transplant boom
concerns the next organ which was formerly installed in the ancient
town hall at Buckingham in North Buckinghamshire. A 3/10 Wurlit-
zer, installed by the Theatre Organ Preservation Society-—an offshoot
of the pioneer Theatre Organ Club—it was an excellent sounding
job and was really an amalgam of severdl Wurlitzers.

The console came from the big Troxy Cinema in Stepney, East
London, It was one of the first two Wurlitzer keydesks to be built
outside the USA,in 1933, Some ranks came from the Metropole
in Victoria, I.onéon; some from the Regent in Stamford Hill, Lon~
don. It quickly gained fame and was recorded on several LPs,
The late Vic Hammett and Laurence James, Rcbinson Cleaver,
William Davies, Jackie Brown, James Swift and Ena Baga were
recording artists.

Only structural deterioration of this period building led to the
organ being removed. Recently it reopened on May 24th with no
less than Bobby Pagan, George Blackmore and Emest Broadbent to
launch it. Its new home is the Assembly Hall in Worthing, Sussex.
Worthing is a seaside resort which for some curious reason the print-
ers of this publication NEVER spell correctly, I hasten to add as a

Britisher born and bred I DO know how to spell it, It's a rather con-

servative old resort, part of the giant 'Costa
Geriatrica' of seaside resorts catering to re-
tired people and holiday makers.

Anyway, the Sussex Theatre Crgan Trust
have gone to great pains to get this installa-
tion right and delayed the premiere several
times to make (continued cn Page 18)



It's no secret that George Wright is bus.f'1 installing his own
i

Waurlitzer theatre organ in his Hollywood H

and information about the project.
"Well, there's really nothing much to photograph at
this time, but as soon as there is I'1l let you know.'

This month there was something ready and the
famed organist has released the following information
in a letter, He has also furnished two pictures that
disclose he has been extremely busy, His letter brief-
ly explains the interesting project—

Dear Tom:

I thought the enclosed snapshots might interest you.
The one of the pipes in the Main chamber is unusual in
that it shows the pipes before the Main wall with its
shutter openings was put in place.

The console picture will give an idea of the many
pistons and ccatrols which I have had built in,

The console, incidentally, started out in life with a
Devtronix shell, After a while it became apparent that
plywood and particle board were unsuitable as origin=-
ally used, so I had these elements replaced by the Rod-
gers cabinet shop in Los Angeles.

One can truly say that this is now a Trousdale i:cmscﬂea
for it was the Trousdale Organ Company which built an
installed all the capture combinaticn system in addition
to Trousdale keying and switching multiplex system,

By the time you go to press, the organ will be speak-
ing into the 25'x 35-foot studio with its 12-foot ceiling.
The organ is very tightly installed, but relatively ac=
cessible for service and tuning. I have been accused of
trying to cram six pounds into a five pound bag.

The organ contains some independent ranks for inde-
pendent mutation stops. There are five separate Tibia
Clausa ranks to help me in my attempts to emulate
some of the Tibia tone colors and characteristics of the
Solo Tibia of the San Francisco Fox, Foundation Tibia
of the Chicago Theatre, the Tibia of the second in-~
stallation at the Wurlitzer Chicago store, and the Tibia
in the original installation of the New York Paramount
studio organ.

There are many innovations which may alarm some
of the self-appointed purists, but I seem to recall that
Robert Hope-Jones was censured by purists of his ers for

2 el

A WORKING ORGANIST'S CONSOLE —-Everything but the pro-
verbial kitchen sink can be found on George Wright's console, With
all the piston buttons showing (look again,you'll see a lot more) it
would seem that pre-flight instructions are manadatory for anyone
before taking off on any avenue of musical endeavor on this be-

decked four decker.

s residence. In fact,
he has been questioned several times about releasing photographs
His answer has usually been—

WELL PACKED—AND S TACKED—Main chamber view before the front
wall with its shutter openings was installed. Chamber walls are not ex-
treme hard surface plaster—wood surfacing produces the sound preferred
by Wright. Wright noted that early in his career in Sacramento, Calif.,
there were two theatres each having Robert-Morton pipe organs of com-
parable size. The chambers of one were finished in hard surface Keen
plaster, the other had wood surface. "The plaster finished chambers gave
that organ a hard tone and the other came out very mellow-toned'y he
said. Wright noted that large auditoriums need hard surfaced chambers.

having installed such radical elements as xylophone, glocken-
spiel, chimes and traps.

By the time your next issue goes to press, the organ will be
playing from the console, Then begins the arduous but joyful
task of voicing and tone regulation to suit the studio and its
forthcoming microphones. [ have drastically curtailed my
concert dates for the remainder of the 1981-82 seasons so that
I may stay home to play with my new toy and to get it finely
honed to top condition.

Sincerely,

George Wright

SAN FRANCISCO FIRM BUILDS 2/28 ORGAN

Schoenstein & Company, San Francisco organ builders re-
cently completed a two-manual, 28-rank instrument for Star
of the Sea Roman Catholic Church. It was dedicated in con-
cert by William Vaughan, organist of the church.

Tonal scheme and scaling was by Terrence Schoenstein,
fifth generation member of the picueer firm. Poised on an al-
most uniform dynamic level is the harmonically massive and
boyant Principal Chorus, containing 15 ranks including the
Cornet. This is counterposed by vivid and articulate Flutes of
various pitches, voicings and timbres. Strings, very broad in
scale, complement the other choruses and the whole is crown-
ed by flamboyant reeds.

Lawrence Schoenstein and factory manager Robert Rhoads
designed and supervised construction of the organ which incor-
porates the exclusive Schoenstein Electric-Pneumatic Action
with expansion-cell wind chests,

A member of the International So-
ciety of Orﬁanbuildets, the San Fran-
cisco firm has been in business over
100 years and recently celebrated that
anniversarys sA member of the family
has also written a book about the early
days of the firm founded by his father.

June 1981
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LITTLE THEATRE GROUP TRYING TO BUY SUBURBAN HOUSE

by Bob McRaney, Sr.,

Everywhere I go I always inquire about any theatre cr%ans still in theatres, in storage
or for sale, etc, This happened during a recent visit to Omaha, Nebraska—actually in
Bellevue, a suburb,

The trip was to visit my son, Colonel Mike McRaney, who is director of public rela-
tions and public affairs for the Strategic Air Command, with headquarters at Offutt AFB,
His deputy is Ward Kocns. Upon meeting Ward and Mary Koons I inquired about theatre

: organs and was told there were
three in-theatre installations in
the Omaha area, including the
3/15 Wurlitzer in the refurbished
Orpheum in downtown Omaha,

Another was the 2/5 Wurlitzer
in the small theatre, formerly the
Roxy, in Bellevue. Seating capa-
gétg of the house was listed at

As it turned out, Mary Koons
is the secretary of the Bellevue
Little Theatre group, which has
the Roxy under option to purche
ase, They have renamed it the
Bellevue Little Theatre,

Asking price by the owner is
$90,000, The group has raised
all but $11, 000 of that figure to
buy the property—their option is
lg100d until January 1982, They

ope to raise the money and will
gladly accept donations or help.
*Qrgan Not Included*

The gurchase price, unfortums. :
ately, does not include the five-
rank Wurlitzer, The organ was
originally installed in 1926 in
the York Theatre, Glenville, Neb.
It was later moved to a Lutheran
Church, In 1966, George Rice,
who heads maintenance of the
downtown Omaha Orpheum Wur-
litzer, moved the organ to the
Bellevue Roxy. He has a lien for
his laber and hopes to be able to
settle with the owners and take
full possession of the organ for the|
Little Theatre group, restore it and
the entire theatre will undergo restoration with ever){thing new and become a cultural
center. I parallels,on a smaller scale, the idenitcal project with the Saenger Theatre in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, in which I am involved,

Mary Koons opened the theatre for inspection and I played the Wurlitzer, It is hindered
by being located behind the movie screen which muffles the sound, There is a problem
with grounding the expression pedal causing the bass pipes to sound. George Rice talked
to me by telephone and gave the above information on the history of the instrument, Its
ranks are: '6' Bourdon, 8'Trumpet, Tibia, Cello, Flute, bass drum, Kettle Drum, Crash Cym-
bal and Cymbal on the pedal, Accompaniment manual shows: 16'"Viol; 16' Bourdon; 16!
Vox; 8' Trumpet, Tibia,Salicional, Flute, Vox; 4! Piccolo,Salicional, Flute, Vox; Snare
Drum, Tambourine, Castanets, Wood Block, Tom-Tom and Sleigh Bells.

The console is painted
white and sits upon a
small platform on the or-
chestra floor to the right.

NEW YORKERS HEAR
YOUNG ARTIST

New York Theatre Or-
gan Society heard Ralph
Ringstad in concert at the
Beacon Theatre, June 7,
playing the 4/ 15" Wurlit-
zer, The 20-year-old or=-
ganist has already estab-
lished an excellent repu-
tation in concert appear-
ances on the East Coast.

He is also relief organ-
ist on the 3/17 Wurlitzer
in the Suburbian Restaur-
ant, Wanaque, New Jersey

He began theatre organ
studies with Frank Cimm-~
ino.

The Bellevue, Nebraska, Roxy Theatre

BELLEVUE ROXY WURLITZER is played by Bob McRaney,

Sr., as Mary Koons, Secretary of the Belevue Little Thea-
tre group listens.
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..................... Tom B'hend
........................ lan Dalgliesh
.......... vivvvve...Dr. Ed Mullins

The International Theatre Organ Society Publishers
prepare and distribute monthly The Console, a totally
independent publication, in the interest of theatres,
concert halls,

opera houses, and their organs.

It is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, audi-
toriums, concert halls, opera houses and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of organs

—pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and classical.
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tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
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ings, organ catalogues, theatre programs, technical
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OAKLAND GRAND LAKE THEATRE TO
BE TWINNED—CRGAN PROJECT OKAY
Oakland, California's Grand Lake Thea~-
tre, one of the lavish neighborhood hous-
es with large seating capacity, was alt-
ered this month making two theatres in
one. The balcony area was walled off
and became the second theatre., Main
flocr seating of 1,000 still reflects the
granduer of the original theatre,
Installation of a Wurlitzer pipe corgan,
in chamber space of the aiginal Wurlit-
zer that was removed many years ago,
will apparently continue ang not be affect:
ed by the twinning, according to a news
story published in the June 18th issue of
a local daily newspaper. The item not-
ed that a "large Wurlitzer is being install-
ed for pre-show organ music. Business
conditions forced the management to
twin the Grand Lake,






