Old Guard’s Article Shifts Blame
Of Own Shortcomings To Others

Young Enthusiast Booked

Own Concerts

In College

From a review written about Pauline Dixon, young British organist who was
in the United States for her first concert tour, it has been learned that Tom Mc-
Neely, the author, has been delving into concert presentations of leading U, S.

theatre organists while still a student at college.

His degree of professionalism

becomes something of note when it is noted he was not a member of an organ

club and had never produced any type of public program until

in his enthusiasm

to secure funds to restore a pipe organ, he became a successful impresario and

]
"
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Tom McNeely
. .. the professional touch

was responsible for returning the organ to full
playing condition.

Reading McNeely's review of Miss Dixon's
tour in this country, it was obvious that 'Lil
Dan Cupid figure
ario's extensive plannin
American audiences.
detailing and therefore absolute top standard
concert presentations,

But,
world of theatre organ, McNeely casually
mentioned in his covér letter accompanying
the review the fact that without prior exper-
ience he had staged a concert series, There
are many organ clubs whose members shy
away from producing popular organ shows for
the public because of the myriad detailing
necessary to bring them off,

With the experience he already has behind
him, there is the possibility that Tom can be
of great assistance to organizations that have
the desire, but not the know-how to stage a
successful concert or series of concerts, Here
is his story. It has the refreshing quality of

m on the young impres-
her debut before
his assured complete

even more important for the general

—— Continued On Page Six—

DETROIT FOX THEATRE
CLOSED; WILL REOPEN

Downtown Detroit's cavernous Fox
Theatre closed its doors early this
month and the former operators left
the 5,000-seat house. It is now under
the management of Robert K. Werbe,
who plans to reopen for business within
a short time. A tentative opening date
of May 22nd was discussed.

Werbe has limited refurbishing und-
er way. New carpeting and repairs to
the seating will be accomplished first.

According to Henry Przybylski, who
has maintained the 4/36 Wurlitzer or-
gan in the theatre for many years, the
new management has appropriated a
monthly sum to be used in the contin-
ued maintenance work and restoration
of the instrument,

Przybylski told The Console the or-
gan has been unplayable part of the cur-

rent year. "Water lgooded the basement
to a level of almost seven feet and sub-
merged the blowers. After the basement
was pumped out, it required weeks to
dry the two Spencers and their motors
so they could be operated again,' he re-
ported.

Jim Cacup, who has been a member
of the organ crew, was hired by the new
management as official maintenance
man for the theatre and office building.
He is currently directing seat repairs
and the instalfation of new carpeting.
He will also have charge of the future
refurbishing jobs in the house.

"The prior management left the Fox
overnight,' Przybylski said, "and Werbe,
who understands what theatres are all
about—Ilighting, etc.,, —is planning to
bring the house up to condition so that
he can present live attractions as well
as screen fare." The new policy for

——Continued Cn Page Two—

LANTERMAN WURLITZER TO
REMAIN IN RESIDENCE

Lloyd Lanterman, brother of Frank
Lanterman, who installed the former
San Francisco Fox Theatre 4/36 Wurl-
itzer in his LaCanada, Calif., residence,
has announced that the organ will re-
main in the residence, Since the death
of Frank, there have been numerous
calls to The Console regarding the fate
of the large theatre instrument,

The organ has been willed to the
University of Southern California as
part of the property the late organist
and statesman designated for his alma
mater, he brother noted. But the pres-
ent arrangement provides that it will
not be moved until a later time,

Although Lloyd does not play the
organ, he expects to have several re-
citals in the future, he indicated, so
that the instrument may be heard by
organ groups that have not been able
to visit the installation in previous
years, Due to the Lanterman's busy
schedules, the organ has seldom been
available.
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BARANGER
STUDIOS

CLOSED

Casablanca Fan Company announced May
13 that their organ building division, Baran-
ger Studios, was discontinuing operations eff-
ectively immediately, The decision by Casa-
blanca executives was a complete surprise to
Dave Junchen, Baranger manager.

"The organ division showed a profit every
quarter,' Junchen noted, ' although it was pretty
modest compared to the $55 million worth of
fans the company sold last year."

Certain organ company assets have been off-
ered for sale to Junchen, who intends to remain
in the organ business in his adopted home of
Southern California, Junchen's new address is
280 East Del Mar, #311,Pasadena, Cal. 91101,

SEATTLE CONVENTION BANQUET
WILL BE HELD IN THEATRE

Banquet festivities will be held at the 1981
ATOS Convention in one of Seattle's leading
dinner theatres, it was announced this month.
The former movie palace is the Music Hall.

It was originally equipped with a large four-
manual Robert-Morton organ, now owned by
Bonnie Carette of Palm Springs, Calif,

'""All the trimmings) were listed for the ban-
quet, which indicates the show that goes with
the regular dinner will also be a part of the
evening,

*Organist Advises Sleeping
In Less Costly Quarters *

One of the Pacific ¥\Iorthwest organists told
an ATOS friend living in Southern California,
who shuddered when discovering that room
rates in the official headquarters hostelry were
exceptionally high, that he could register at
the Mayflower Park Hotel, directly across the
street from the super posh Washington Plaza

e It is ed at 4th and Olive Wa

n—?a‘fttlfe, E)él(%?.catfhe telephone number P
room reservations: Call Collect (206) 623~
(Coatinued On Page Two)

PASADENA CIVIC ORGAN GETS NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM

Fighting auditorium usage schedules,
Dave Junchen, who was the chiel tech-
nician for the installation, has com -
pleted rebuilding of the five-manual
Moller console in the Pasadena Civic
Auditorium in only a two-week time,

The organ has been erected with the
obvious poor operation of various parts
of the keydesk because funds were not
available at the time to change them,

The console was first stripped of all
old wiring and pneumatic machanisms.
The old wiring was a real rat's nest,
having been perpetrated by many diff-

erent service men over the organ's long

history of moving, Next, the stop action mag-
nets were all replaced with magnetic reed un-
its, and a total of 28 stops were added in var-
ious divisions to accommodate future additions
The old combination setterboard and relay
had never been reliable, after being bounced
over so many bumpy English roads in nearly
200 moves, so a new computer combination
action built by the Trousdale Organ Co. of
Santa Ana, Calif,, was installed. The sophisti-
cation of the Trousdale system exceeds that of
any system yet devised. Combinations can be
set by capture or tripper mode, and stops can
actually be captured at "neutral} a feat here-
——Continued On Page Four—



NOR-CAL PLANNING ORGAN CRAWL IN CONJUNCTION |
WITH WRIGHT'S PARAMOUNT OPENER NOVEMBER '7TH

In conjunction with the opening concert on the Wurlitzer in the Cakland
Paramount Theatre of the Arts by George Wright on November 7th, Nor-Cal
Chapter ATOS is planning an organ crawl, or some other event to tie in
with the show. It will be comparable to a regional meeting, but will take
place on the weekend only while cut-of-town organ buffs are in Oakland.

Just what the program will consist of has not been fully determined, but
an announcement will be made in the chapter's official newsletter "The

Windsheet". B L :
TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW FOR THE WRIGHT PREMIERE CONCERT

Mail order tickets for the George Wright concert that will open the Wur-
litzer theatre pipe organ in the Paramount Theatre of the Arts, Oakland, Cal. |
on November 7th are available now. The advance tickets may be obtained |
by sending check or money order with a stamped, self-addressed return en- |
velope to the: Box Office, Oakland Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway,
Oakland, Calif, 94612, Seat prices: First Balcony Grand Tier, $10:50;
chestra, $10:50; Second Balcony and Dress Circle, $7.50; General Admis- |
sion, $5. 50, i

' *Theatre Tour For Conventioners* |

For those returning from the ATOS '81 convention, a theatre tour of the |
Oakland Paramount can be arranged, it was announced by Peter Botto, Man-
ager. It has been suggested that Wednesday, July 8th can be reserved if |
enough people are interested . The crgan will not be heard since is is being
kept under wraps until the official dedication concert by George Wright, |

Such a visit to the former movie palace will be ccordinated by officials |
of Nor-Cal Chapter ATOS. |

DETROIT'S FOX THEATRE TO RECPEN — continued from page one |
the Fox has not been set. |

The Fox was one of the attractions of the 1969 Detroit Convention. Both i}
lobby Moller and main Auditorium Wurlitzer were used; the lobby organ was |
played by rolls as conventioners entered and left the house. John Muri play- |
ed a memorable concert of standard theatre classics and pop tunes. When |
Detroit sponsored the 1974 conclave the big house was not used by ATOS be- i
cause, so it was reported at the time, it was too dirty. However, there were |
nightly excursions made to the theatre after convention activities had ended
each day and many who would have not had the cpportunity to hear the great
sound of this Wurlitzer were able to listen to various artists at the console. It
was also possible for many to play the 36-ranker and inspect the theatre, As
for cleanliness, the janitorial service cleaned it each night, but carpets were
on the slightly sticky side from the spilling of soft drinks by patrons who were
not too careful carrying the cups from the fountain to their seats,

*Detroit Symphony Uses Dark United Artists*

Detroit's Symphony orchestra some time ago discovered that the long dark
and stripped United Artists Theatre has excellent acoustics for recording. The
symphony recently was producing a new album. The orchestra uses the audi-
torium, not the stage to record their musical productions.

*Downtown Making A Comeback#

There's a decidedly different atmosphere pervading the downtown area of
Detroit these days. The long dark Grand Circus Theatre is being spriiced up
and will reopen with live shows. This is the theatre that originally had the |

Or- | -

| England"!

SEATTLE CONVENTION ——-continued form page 1
4750, Single rooms range from $32 to $37 daily; for
doubles the range is $38 to $43 daily.
*Convention Programme*

For the opening of the convention on Wednesday,

July 1st, there wi%l be registration during the afternoon
and in the evening a no-host mixer (cocktails and

talk), and an event at the Paramount Theatre where
there is an original 4m/20r Publix #1 Wurlitzer organ.

[ During the afternoon the national board of directors

and chapter representatives meeting will take place.
Thursday is Portland Day and features the Organ
Grinder Wurlitzer and Benson High School Kimball.
Friday, July 3rd features Pizza & Pipes pizza parlor in
Bellevue and Pizza and Pipes pizza parlor in Seattle for
concerts and lunch. The afternoon show will be at the
Paramount, along with the national membership meet-
i The cocktail party and annual banquet are slated
for that evening.
Saturday, July4th is free time during the morning to
look around Seattle, The afternoon features are con-

' certs at St. Mark's Cathedral and Calvary Temple. The

evening is Innerglow—a beat trip, Indian Salmon
Bake and fireworks for the finale of the grand and glor-
ious Fourth!

The last day of the convention, Sunday, July 6th is
"Puget Sound Day" and features a bus trip to Tacoma
to the Temple Theatre and Tacoma Pizza and Pipes,
Then to Bremerton Masonic Temple in the afternoon,
plus a ferry ride to Seattle, The evening finale will be
a show at the Paramount.

For those remaining over in Seattle, the Afterglow,
which is an extra event and must be arranged in addi- :
tion to regular convention registration, will be a trip
to the Mount St. Helens volcano area, Only 250 can
make the trip.

Convention information may be obtained by writing
ATOS Convention '81, Pearl Nelson, Box 747,Issaquah,
Washington 98027,

PORTLAND CHAPTER TO HAVE BASH AT PARLOR
DURING AFTERNOON OF JUNE 28TH IN VANCOUVER
ATOS members on their way to Seattle to the '81

convention who happen to be in the area of Portland,
Oregon, are invited to join Oregeon Chapter members
the afternoon of June 28th (Sunday) for a musical get-
together at Uncle Milt's Pizza Parlor in Vancouver,
Washington Sacrcss the Columbia River {rom Portland).
Owner Milton Kieffer has offered the local ATOS
unit the use of the pizza parlor and its three-manual
hybrid 18-rank organ,  Stan Whittington will be the
featured artist and the afternoon will be "A Taste of
The pizza parlor is located at 4th Plain
and Grand Blvds. in Vancouver.

Wurlitzer now being in-
stalled in the Oakland
(Calif. ) Paramount Thea
tre of the Arts.
*DTCC Celebrates*
On Sunday, May 17th,
Detroit Theatre Organ
Club celebrated its 20th
anniversary with a party
at the Senate Theatre,
clubhouse of the organiza-
tion. On the bench of |
the Wurlitzer were Fr, Jim |
Miller, John Steele, Den=}
nis Minear and John Muri.|
Dennis James, who was|
in the area for a concert,
played one selection late
in the party,
It is anticiapated that ‘
I

|
-
|

|
1

the Fox and other theatre
instruments in the Detroit;
region will be featured |
during the run of the con-|
vention that is being set

up by Motor City Chapterl
of ATOS for next year.

ically received by patrons.

April 11th of the San Fermnando Valley Male Chorus, with Mike Ohman at the console of the three-man-

|

]

l SOMETHING NEW for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Scciety audiences was the presentaticn on Saturday,

l : ; L

{ ual Wurlitzer in San Gabriel Civic Auditcrium. The show featured hits of the forties and was enthusiast-

—Zimfoto



WILTERN RESTORATION TO

START |IMMEDIATELY

New owners of the landmark Franklin Life Building, which includes the big
Wiltern Theatre, at Western and Wilshire in Los Angeles, have announced the
immediate start of a $3-million restoration program now that acquisition of the
structure has been completed. Escrow completion had been reported earlier as

set for May 6th.

Restoration includes preservation of t
ures, remodeling of the office space an
mercial areas fronting both Wilshire an

The developer is negotiating the leas
films, concerts and live performances.

he building's major architectural feat-
d improvement of the ground level com
d Western,

e of the Wiltern Theatre to be used for

BARANGER STUDIOS SELLING ALL
ORGAN COMPONENTS IN ONE LOT

All assets of the Baranger Studios, including a
3/12 Barton organ fully crated and restored, will be
sold as a single lot for $35,000. it was announced
late this month,

Other components in the single lot sale include:
ra 32' Wurlitzer Diaphone; 16' String and Chest; one
voicing machine;one Moller Artiste player unit with
cabinet; one Moller Artiste player unit without cab-

l

CARNEGIE HALL CINEMA HAS HISTORICAL INTEREST;

HALL WURLITZER USED IN

On May 5th Carneigie Hall celebrate
the big hall exactly the same as it was

Mehta conducted the New York Philharmonic—and in 1891 it was Tchaikovsky,

CELEBRATION FETE

d its 90th birthday with a program in th
for the opening in 1891 except Zubin

It's a little known fact that the very first programs in the building took place

in the Lyceum, now known as the Car
negie Hall Cinema,

Two weeks prior to May 5th, there
was a special celebration in the little
theatre featuring films and Roberta
Peters, one of the foremost singers on
the operatic scene today. Her personal
appearance was in itself a great event
and the Ben Hall Wurlitzer also playecf
a very important part of the occasion,
Organist Lee Erwin was at the console,

Ninety years ago Andrew Carnegie
put up $2-million for the hall, His
musical tastes ran to bagpipes and or-
gans. He donated 8, 182 organs to
various institutions!

Erwin noted the Hall Wurlitzer is
being used more and more and the
management is very anxious for it to
be used for any and all special occa-
sions.

Erwin this month recorded a music
track for a recently discovered Buster
Keaton film,"The Love Next! "I pre-
sume the film was found in Czechoslo-
vakia," he said. "The print we used
for the recording had Czech titles, The
new prints will of course be in English,
but tllie amazing thing is that without
understanding one word of Czech as we
screened it, Keaton gets his story line
completely across to the viewer,

"During the past few years I have
probably seen more Keaton films than
anyone alive, and I am more and
more impressed with the natural gen-
ius for physical action that Keaton
brought to the screen,' he added.

In addition to the feature print, Er-
win also re-recorded a Keaton short-—
"Convict 13" "There has been a
short version available for a long time
but the first reel was always missing.
Reel #1 has finally been found, so the
short is now complete as it was origin-
ally filmed,' Erwin continued.

"I believe that we have finally
completed the entire Keaton reper-
toire of films, including the shorts he
made with Fatty Arbuckle, All the
music tracks that we recorded at the
cinema are right now being transferr-
ed to film—-so the sounds of Ben
Hall's Wurlitzer will soon be heard
throughout the land,' he concluded.

FRIENDS OF THEATRE ORGAN
PLAN WINS WIDE ACCEPATANCE

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
Friends of Theatre Organ membership
idea has won wide acceptance and th
local ATOS unit now has a total of
302 people signed up in this classifi-
cation. The regular full membership
count has reached 412,

When the society first announced
its intention to admit associate mem-
bers, the national organization threat-
ened to revoke its charter but later
revised its position on the matter,

j
l

CATALINA PAGE CAN
BE SEEN, PLAYED

iOrgan buffs who are Catalina bound

off Southern California's coast truly "in
all the world, no trga like this"with a
visit to the famed Casino., The theatre

operates daily and has the four-manual,

16-rank Page pipe organ that was in-
stalled when Philip K, Wrigley, famed
chewing gum magnate, built the house
in the late twenties.

Best of all, of course, is the fact -
that another organ buff,Robert D, Salis
bury is manager and organist at the
house. He will be happy to show org-

an buffs the theatre and hear the instru-

ment if arrangements are made prior
to coming to the theatre, He can be
reached by telephones at the theatre
and his residence., The area code is
213 and the theatre telephone is 510-
0179, Bob's telephone at his residence
is 510-0093,

inet; 50 Moller rolls; over 1, 000! of organ cable;
boxes of flanges and clamps; many feet of flex; plast-
.ic winding and couplings; metal winding; reservoir
;springs and weights; Conn tuner; cable cleats and
wire spreaders; box of new Organ Supply magnets;
one combination valve box; one Wurlitzer swell shade
action; sets of broken chimes; boxes and boxes of
miscellaneous organ parts; boxes of miscellaneous
broken sets of pipes; two sets of Wangerin swell
shades; Moller setter board for 5/27; three rank pit-
man chest; five rank pitman chest; 20-note flute
chest; two 24-note flute chests; 12-note bourdon
chest; 24-note reed chest; 8' Diapason bass, 12 pipes;

i can make their trip to this vacation isle/12-note 16' Smith Diaphone and chest; plus many

boxes of miscellaneous organ parts, organ tools and
supplies,

Baranger Studios is located at 729 Mission Street,
Zouth Pasadena, Calif. 91030, telephone (213) 682-
3557,

SANDY FLEET MADE S|ZABLE
DONATION TO OAKLAND ORGAN

Oakland's Paramount Theatre of the Arts Wurlit-
zer pipe organ, which George Wright opens Novem-
ber 7th, is a composite instrument. The basic or-
gan was donated by J. B, Nethercutt. Sandy Fleet,
well-known San Diego enthusiast, alsd made a siz-
able donation of Wurlitzer components that have
been used to augment the instrument which was a
Publix No. 1 model. Fleet's donation was disclosed
by Gordon Belt, organ curator at San Sylmar Museum.
He noted that the Fleet donation completed the in-
strument and made possible the enlargement of it
in the theatre,

SALT LAKE CITY ORGAN LO
DANCE NIGHT SPOT; FEATU

FT STILL WEEKEND DINNER AND
RES DAVE REESE AT CONSOLE

by Jchn Schelkepf
Summertime travellers who land in Salt Lake City on a Friday or Saturday can have an

additional enjoyment to their vacation

manual Wurlitzer at the Organ Loft, enjoy a meal spiced with Wurlitzer music
to the music of David Reese playing toe-
tapping tunes for floor stomping patrons.

by taking the evening opportunity to hear the five-

, and dance

; 'wiﬁ“October, 1980, PM Magazine Utah came

The Loft opens each of the two evenings to the Organ Loft to interview Bray for the pro-

at seven o'clock and operates until 11,

igram, The interview lasted the entire day, tak-

Dinner music is played by Reese from 7to |ing three hours of film for an eight-minute spot.

9 pm; dancing 9pm until 12:45am, The
buffet dinner includes full salad bar, and
entre of Roast Baron of Beef, vegetables

The price is $8 per per-

roll and butter.

R P Going 35 Yearsk

1t is difficult to imagine the "Loft" a

is today having its beginning as a chicken
coop thirty-five years ago, Lawrence Bra
has expanded the small structure to a bui
ing which was especially designed to house !
his now 36-rank, five-manual organ, beaut~

ifully decorated buffet area and dining
room. A specially constructed dance

floor flanked by four organ chambers off-
ers to dancers the most perfect organ list-

ening area.

Host Larry Bray, a relative of Lawrence
greets all visitors and invites them to in-

spect the organ through the galss enclos
chambers, Anyone using the rest rooms

will discover in the hallway, a glass-en-
closed area housing the large blower and

several relays,

The organ is a compilation of many or-

gans leading to its 36 present ranks and
five manuals, In the tasteful nostalgia-
decorated buffet area, a Wurlitzer roll

player stands ready to offer a Jesse Cra
ford rendition when the organist, Dave

Reese is on break,

{ The interviewing was completed at a later date
!and the televised program was premiered last
March 13th,
*R eese Plays Concerts¥

Organ Loft concert presentations were inaug-
urated this year. David Reese played the first
annual Easter Concert and Champagne Brunch
;on Easter Sunday, April 19th.
Yd i Larry Bray welcomes all visitors in the area

"I to come to the Loft, Telephone for more in-
‘formation and reservations: 485-9265,

- |[HOUSE ON THE RCCKS OFFERS VISITCRS
UNIC UE MUSICAL COLLECTION TOUR

House on the Rocks, 240 Lake Lawn Place
in Madison, Wiscounsin, is one of the unique
collections of musical instruments including a
huge theatre pipe organ installation, The tour-
ist attraction has been visited by thousands of
visitors passing through the area, Alex Jordan,
who heads the operation, is assisted by Bob
Gerdes, well-known organ buff,

A schedule: of hours during which the House
is open may be obtained by consulting the Mad-
ison telephone directory forithe mumber.

LOS ANGELES THEATRE TOUR FCR $3
Theatre buffs visiting Los Angeles can tour
downtown movie palaces and see most of the
remaining theatres during a one and one-half
(Continued on Page Four)
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WICHITA THEATRE ORGAN PRESENTS TENTH POPSSSERILES

Wichita Theatre Organ this years presents its ""Wurlitzer Pops Triumphant Tenth" con-

cert series for the 1981-82 season. It represents a victery for culture in the city, state
and nation as a whole. The Wichita presentation is an unusual concept, 2 one-of-a-

kind in the United States which has been developed and grown to astounding properticns.

It is the only series featuring the theatre pipe organ in a pops-concert atmosphere,

For the tenth anniversary, WTO, Inc., is presenting John Seng on September 12th. It
will be his second appearance at Century Il Ancther favorite, Gaylord Carter returns
for a fourth appearance on March 6, 1982, The final event in the series features Billy
Nalle and J. C. Combs and the Wichita State University Faculty Big Band on May 22,
19872. Performers in each of the three events were specially selected to honer the
Triumphant Tenth.

Season tickets for the series are $17, 50; individual performances for either Seng or
Carter performances are $6. 50 and $7. 50 for the Nalle, Combs, Big Band production.
Mail order tickets are available from Wurlitzer Pops Triumphant Tenth, Central Ticket
Agency, Century 1, 225 West Douglas, Wichita, Kansas 67202, All seating at tables is
reserved and complimentary refreshments are served at series concerts, Previous ticket
holder's requests for same seating as 1980-81 will be honored prior to June 30, After
that date, tickets will be processed on a first-come first-served basis,

PASADENA CIVIC ORGAN GETS NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM
——-continued from page one
tofore possible only with setterboard systems,

Another feature is the tape memory, which allows different organists to store their
combinations on cassette tapes. This feature is particularly useful at the Civic since the
organ is used by a number of different organists, each of whom can set up his own pist-
ons in fifteen seconds just by inserting his cassette!

Another new feature incorporated into Trousdale's design is an automatic tremulant
cancel. The Civic organ suffers from particularl{v noisy tremulants so this feature can-
ce}:is all trem ten seconds after the organist has played the last note on any manualior
pedal.

*Three Donors Made Project Possible*

This console rebuilding project was financed by donations from Sandy Fleet, Marian
Cook and Burton Burton. Additional donations are still being sought to complete other
rebuilding necessitated by years of heavy use and to make further refinements in the
voicing of what is already one of the outstan&ing organs in the country, thanks to the
skills of Dave Junchen and Steve Adams, the two who installed the large instrument,

HOME ORGAN FESTIVAL WAITING LIST BEING COMPILED

Reservations for the "In Old Monterey" Home Organ Festival at Asilomar in Septem-
ber are pouring in and it appears that the only accomoddtions currently available are
those in "rustic" A waiting list for cancellations is being compiled for anyone interest-

ed, it was reported in the May/June issue of Tabs and Drawbars magazine, The festival

runs from September 15th through 20th at the Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific
Grove, California. Full particulars conceming the event may be cbtained by writing
Home Organ Festival, 558 Hermitage Coutt, San Jose, Calif. 95134,

BRITISH ORGANIST TO PRESENT ELECTRONIC CONCERT

Rod Skelding, British organist who now resides in Los Angeles, will present a concert
for the Valley Organ Society on Wednesday, July 15th at 7:45pm at the Sherman Clay
music store in North Hollywood. He will piay the new Kimball console electronic or-
gan. A donation of $1.50 will be taken at the door. The public is cordially invited to
attend this performance.

DOUGLAS REEVE REVIVES POPULAR ORGAN SEREIS AT BRIGHTON

Douglas Reeve, famed for his appearances at the Dome organ at Brighton, England,
revived his popular feature "Pack Up Your Troubles" concerts beginning with an show
on Easter Sunday. During the coming summer months he will present the musical ses-
sions on Friday evenings , and special programs,Tuesdaﬂ at the Dome concerts on June
23rd, July 21st and all Tuesdays irom August 4th throug
ed in the March, 1981 issue of The Cinema Organ Society Newsletter, official publica-
tion of the Cinema Organ Society.

September 1st, it was announcr

TOUR L, A, THEATRES FOR $3
-—-continued from page three

hour walking tour of Broadway's theatres.

Lobbies and auditeriums are viewed, and
at the lavish Los Angeles Theatre visitors
also see the downstairs lounge area which
includes the ballrcom and even a peek in-
to what was the cafe/soda fountain of the
unusual movie palace,

For the walking tour, call (213) 623-CITY
to make reservations.

*Greek Cathedral Worth Strip*

Also while in Los Angeles, visitors should
plan to visit the Greek Cathedral on Norm-
andie and Pico Blvd. They will view .of
the cathedral's three-manual Wurlitzer in
the organ loft under the expanse of one of
the huge crystal chandeliers,

The cathedral, which was built as the re-
sult of the Skouras Brother's enthusiasm and

drive, is quite lavishly decorated.

Editor & Publisher ..................... Tom B'hend
British Editor ............... ... lan Dalgliesh
Special Features .................... Dr. Ed Mullins

The International Theatre Organ Seciety Publishers
prepare and distribute monthly The Gonsole, a fotally
independent publication, in the interest of theatres,
concert halls, opera houses, and their organs.

It is dedicated to the preservation of theatres, cudi-
toriums, concert holls, opera houses and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of organs
—pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and classical.

The Console provides equal space e cll organiza-
tions in the interest of bringing to its readers coverage
of all organ news and photos. Photographs, draw-
ings, organ catalogues, theatre programs, technical
articles, both contemporary and nostalgic, are earn-
estly solicited, The Console will consider purchase of
libraries and other collections of organ ond/or theatre
materials, Address all communications, news releases,
etc., to THE CONSOQLE, Postoffice Box 744-C, Pasa-
‘dena, California 91104. Telephone: (213) 794-7782.

ALEXANDRA PALACE,
RESTORATION IS
THOUGHT POSSIBLE !
Bumed out Alexan-
dra Palace in London
may be restored. Poll
of 4,000 households
near the structure in-
dicate that 63 percent;
wish it rebuilt, and |

The“ '/~ teiiconal Touch Is Found

*“off the keyhoards |

56 percent of these i An Official Los Angeles Professional Organists Club Publication

said they wanted to X .

see the famous Willis | The only organ magazine with a complete
organ restored and put; monthly Calendar of all local organ events.

back into the vener- |
able historic spPot.l Al
portion of the Palace

T I o ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 12 ISSUES FOR $3
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
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Overseas, via Air Mail, $25.00 annually

Please make checks or money orders payable to:
The Console. Payment from Canada must be on an
internatienal money order made out in U.S. funds te
forestall cenversion or service charge due 1o rate of
exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print $1.00 each, post-
paid.
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dena, Califernia 91104,

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon request.
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Office of the publication is 1385 Nerth Michigan
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Million Dollar Echoes

A New Record Album From Gaylord Carter

ith the consumate skill of a master, Gaylord

Carter, the dean of American theater organ-

ists, recreates his solo organ presentations
first performed at Grauman’s Million Dollar
Theater, Los Angeles.

Combining his artistry and the experience of
over half a century of playing, Carter performs
on the newest major theater organ in Hollywood,
the Sargent/Stark Wurlitzer.

Million Dollar Echoes contains 30 songs from
four of the finest composers of the era: Irving
Berlin, Victor Herbert, Sigmund Romberg and
Rudolf Friml. Included are such classics as
There’s No Business Like Show Business, Alexander’s
Rag Time Band, March of the Toys, Indian Love

Call, and a medley from The Student Prince.

Return to those grand old days when going to
the movies meant more than just seeinga film—
the footlights are fading, the spotlight spears
the darkness and /
music fills the
theatre with...
Million Dollar
Echoes.

Send $8.95 per album to: Film Technology Co., Inc. 6900 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood Calif.
90038 (213) 464-3456 Calif. residents add 6% sales tax - price outside USA $10.50



AN

Gunnar Anderson, a native of Belling-
ham, Washington, has been a theatre org - .
anist since age 15 when, in 1928, he em-
on a musical career that has encompassed
silent film playing, concert work and
teaching.

He currently plays nightly at the Mount
Baker Theatre during intermission periods !
and maintains his piano and organ teaching
schedule five days a week. !

*Presents Silents At College* :

He recently was presented by the Assoc- ;
iated Students Program Commission of H
Western Washington University playing the |
accompaniment for two silent film classics, ;
"Phantom of the Opera" and "Broken Bloss- |
oms" in the Performing Arts Center Main }
Auditorium, Anderscn used a three-manual !
Conn Electronic organ, |

"This is the first time that a silent movie |
with organ accompaniment has taken place |

ROC

BELL INGHAM MUSICIAN IS SILENT FILM> ORGANIST,
MUSIC TEACHER,CONCERT ARTIST
EVENING INTERMISSION PLAYER

N

BUFF GOES EAST TO BUY ONE
ORGAN, GETS TWO OTHERS INSTEAI

Los Angeles Organ Buff John Schelkopf made a
trip to the east coast to purchase a Wurlitzer that
he was planning to install in his new home in the
Pacific Palisades area of Southern California, The
deal fell through, but he ended up purchasing two
organs instead. One is the Wurlitzer from a radio
station in Philadelphia and the other is from a thea
tre in New Jersey.

When the plans were drawn for his residence four
years ago the architect included organ chamber,
wiring conduits and the air supply ducting into the

VAUDEVILLE AND
AT WT.BAKER

The Associated Students
Program Commission

Presents house, "I have been looking for a nice Wurlitzer
to install ever since the house was finished,"he told
Gunnar Anderson The Console, "Now it looks as though we (his wife

Nancy refuses to be a 'Wurlitzer Widow') will have
our hands full of organ when we get going on it,"

RADIO SHOW TIME FOR LATOS CONCERT
LATOS Program Director Don Wallace and Crgan
ist Bob Ralston appeared on "Luncheon at the Musi
Center" program over Radio Station KFAC,Friday
noon, May 28th to help publicize Ralston's show
at Pasadena Civic Auditorium May 30th, They alsc
appeared on the Radio Station KIEV aftermoon talk
show that is a popular air program in Southern Cal-
ifornia, The appearances were arranged by the
LATOS program head., Television announcements
! were also part of the publicity planning,

Silent Film Organist
accompanying silent film classics.
Phantom of the Opera at 6:30 P.M.

and
Broken Blossoms at 9 P.M.

PAC Main Auditorium

Students $1.50
General $2.50

N ewspaper advertisement for the
Anderson silent film show.

at the University,' he said, "We didn't !
know what reaction of the students would be,
but they loved it and the applause at the |
end of each film was tremendous,’ he added.

In addition to these two engagements, the
artist recently appeared in Seattle to present:
two separate concerts on a three-manual ’
Wourlitzer pipe organ. He was given stand-
ing ovations at the conclussion of each pro-
gram,

*To Accompany Show*

On May 21st, he will also accompany a
silent film starring Buster Keaton as part of
a vaudeville and film show at the Mount
Baker Theatre, The show is being mounted
by Allied Arts, a local non-profit group con-
cerned with the arts in Whatcom County.

The group has spent $250 replacing more
than 400 light bulbs at the theatre and will |
have ushers dressed in 20's costumes, Cars |
of the vaudeville/silent film days will be !
parked outside the theatre. Advance sale of
tickets are $2, 50, and $3 at the door the |
day of the show. !

*#Plays With "Fantasia" Film*

Anderson related his recent experience
at the theatre. "The movie "Fantasia" is
showing with full stereophonic sound. As !
you may know, the film is recorded with mu-
sic played by the Philadelphia Symphony
Orchestra.

"The last sequence of the picture features
the orchestra plus a chorus doing Schumbert'y
Ave Maria, Then it is repeated featuring a
soprano voice in solo with the chorus and
orchestra in the background.

"1 decided to see if the theatre's organ
would or could be played along with this se-,
quence, After locating the proper key in
which the music is played on the screen, 1
joined in and accompanied it all on the Wur-
litzer.

"This is causing overwhelming emotions
with the audience-—and many persons are
seen leaving the theatre with tears in their
eyes. '"Many are remarking about the unex-
pected organ augmentation and the uplift it
provides the ending of the film, In fact, a
great deal of applause is accorded me each
ni$ht after the playing of Ave Maria,

'l wager to say that this particular organ
accompaniment has not taken place in any ‘
other theatre for the showing of "Fantasia)
he concluded,

At one time in his career, Anderson was
organist at the Beverly Hills Hotel, Beverly
Hills, California, and played the pipe organ °
installed in the iounge there. i

i ally planned as a question and answer type,

t at high school, I got permission to practice on it.

—continued from Page One

youthful enthusiasm backed by the necessary
ingredients of experience and bold drive to put
together such events, The interview was origin-
but has been changed and taken direct as

Young Enthusiast Booked
Own Concerts In College

; stated by McNeely,

To start where the concert programming interest is, 1 am 25-years-old and have
lived in the Chicago area all my life. When and where I started getting interested in
organs is hard to pin down. Piano lessons began at age five in the back room studio of
a music store,  On my way in for lessons I used to push down the keys on electronic
organs in the display ;room. At that early age I was impressed with the fact you could
hold a note and it didn't fade away.

I never could get into piano, ang I stopped taking lessons after about six years. Sub-
seqluently I studied the violin, playing in the schoo% orchestra and taking private lessons.
Still, I just did not have the drive to pursue that instrument and gave it up to go into
the study of organ. The interest in this instrument had never left me from the time I
pushed down the first keys, and grew as I grew up.

In high school 1 started skating at the EIm Roller Skating Rink in Lombard, I1linois,

The rink had a four-manual theatre organ and an organist who really knew how to get
the best out of it (possibly Tony Tahlman— Ed). The music did something to me, and

i I kept going back.

Our high school had a 3/21 Moller concert organ in the old auditorium, and I went
in one day to hear a student play it. Well, I got bold, asked the rink organist if he
would teach me, Then I asked for and was given permission to practice on the school
Moller. 1had to learn on that one because I didn't have an organ of any kind at my
home. Eventually I purchased a small spinet and practiced at home, too.

*First Project In Concert Work At School*

My first project involved the pipe organ at the high school, During my senior year
the auditorium was remodeled, The console was disconnected and sent to the fourth
floor until the remodeling work was finished, The console was refinished and reinstall
ed the following year, I helped out on that job, and when it was completed, I convinc-
ed one of the school program directors to use it during a play. 1 played that organ be-
fore, during and after the play so we didn't need an orchestra,

About this same time I learned about ATOS and our local group, CATOE, but I did
not join until many years later. I attended several pipe organ concerts during my coll-
ege years—-especially at the Hinsdale Theatre, which is located very close to my
home, ~In the Fall of 1975 I attended North Central College as a junior. I recognized
instantly in their concert hall a fine Kimball organ of four manuals, And, just as I did
It was obvious during practice ses-

sions that the organ needed some attention, It was not being used at all, no concerts,

' not even for organ class practice,

*Takes Next Step Toward Concerts*

First I aroused the attention and interest of the school newspaper by writing an art-
icle about the organ, Then, through the use of the Hinsdale Theatre, I lined up a live
broadcast of a theatre organ concert over our college radio station to demonstrate to
the school how concerts can raise money to save the organ. Since I was a part of the
radio staff at the college station, I did the directing and the amnouncing for the broad-
cast.

Concurrent with this event, I heard about the college in the next town, Illinois Bene

. dictine College (IBC) where there is a 3/8 Wurlitzer installed—

and where the college was giving concerts, Here I met a young
man of nineteen named Rob Calcaterra, I introduced myself

and told him about the Kimball at North Central, He came ovei

one day and played it, [ then told him my plan was to give cor

certs. He said he would plag one of the program for me-—both
of us needed the exposure, So I got my first artist! But there

——continued on page eight—
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