
WRIGHT OPENS PARAMOUNT ORGAN NOV. 7
George Wright will play the premiere concert

on the newly installed Wurlitzer theatre pipe or
gan in the Paramount Theatre of the Arts Novem
ber 7.1981 at 8:30p. m., it was announced this
montn by Peter Botto, General Manager.
The seven-year project will be complete this

fall in time for the theatre's golden anniversary
celebration, Botto said.
The Paramount, donated to the City of Oakland

by the Oakland Symphony Orchestra Association
in 1975, had a Wurlitzer when it opened in 1931
but the instrument (Continued on Page Seven)
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AN AUDITORIUM IN SEARCH OF A PIPE ORGAN—Berkeley, California's j I
Community Theatre, a 3,000-seat auditorium, has three commodius organ j 1
chambers, 14-inch windline from the basement blower room to the over-die- i
proscenium chamber area,plus other features to accomodate a large organ. The ; .r- i q ki| lyorp ~/\
story of this theatre is featured on pages 12 and 13 in this issue. ^ ' y INJUIviDLrN

No Matter What Happens^ There april 19 1 _
WILL BE National Conclaves! jFtCink LfllltGrillQII
An offhand remark made by Dick Schrum, convention chairman of the coming

Seattle conclave, set off a quick spreading rumor early this month that 1981's Frank Lanterman, well-known to most organ buffs
meeting might be the last for ATOS. This was quickly squelched with the news ^5 jjjg owner of the former San Francisco Fox Thea-
from Detroit that Motor City Chapter is planning a big 1982 event with or with- 4m/36r Wurlitzer organ, died Monday afternoon,
out ATOS sponsorship; and Valley of the Sun Chapter in Phoenix has let it be April 27 at Glendale Adventist Medical Center aft-
known that plans are proceeding for a convention the following year. ej, a long illness. He was 79 years old.

Groundwork for the last convention rumor got its start when Schrum called a one of the most respected members of the Calif-
well-known theatre organist on April 6th to confirm his appearance at the con- ornia State Legislature during his 14 consecutive

Frank Lanterman
Frank Lanterman, well-known to most organ buffs

April 27 at Glendale Adventist Medical Center aft
er a long illness. He was 79 years old.
One of the most respected members of the Calif

ornia State Legislature during his 14 consecutive
vention this year. While talking, Schrum happened to remark that this might terms in office, he won the admiration of fellow-
be the last convention for ATOS because many of the present board of directors, statesmen in all political parties for his forthright
who also control the national publication, circulation, etc., were resigning. After opposition to anything he felt was wrong,
this call was completed, the organist called an ATOS (continued on Page 11) jjj realm of theatre organ he was a staunch

RIEGER OFFERS SYMPATHY TO LOS ANGELES SOCIETY
Bill Rieger, a member of the National ATOS Board of Directors, who has in

recent months expressed dismay over the vitriolic letters that have been written
by the national president, as well as the continual bickering that has been evi
dent (although he did vote in favor of the James bylaws revisions) tiiis month
admitted that changes should be coming after the July convention. His letter,
it is apparent, was prompted by the totally uncalled for outburst by Haight at
the general meeting in Maryland last month. Haight, for no reason lashed out
at Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society saying the unit is a disgrace to ATOS.

Writing to Gene Davis,Chairman of LATOS, Rieger said,"! am so sorry
about this whole mess. The Los Angeles area is the birthplace of ATOS.
"Your chapter is one of the most important in all of ATOS, and has hosted"Your chapter is one 01 tne most important in aii 01 >M*-^o,anu nas nosteu

ally in the preservation and development of the
instrument in recent years. His own massive in
stallation, although it was never fully opened to
public visitation for the simple reason the entire
project was not completed, is the most voluble
testimony of his great interest. The organ, as it
was installed in the great Fox Theatre was com
plete, but the planned additions and the studio in
which it is located was never (Continued on P. 11)

AGO REGIONAL PLAN PROMOTES
MANY ACTIVITIES WITHIN GROUP

wifkin tbp Amcripan Cuild
large ATOS conventions that so many attended and enjoyed, including myself. ̂  Crean'S'^s indicates that the Guild is organized most
" I am sure there will be some changes coming in July which shou d improve SSf Sf varf"i am sure tnere will oe some cnanges coming m juiy wiiicu suouiu nuiJiovc r__ communication nlannins of var-

things in the future. I hope ycu are ^ ious activLes and^eneral administrative work. The
"You have my deepest sympathy,but better days are coming. comnlPf-P ppoional trpfl«! in the United States were
LATOS officials {'^ve protested Haight's attack and have dem^^^ publ&hed in the centerfold of the April, 1981 issue of

must apologize to the chapter. The officials intend to pursue Ae matter to American Organist, official publication of the
Its conclussion; a similar demand for Height's resignation has already been regional convention dates
lodged with the national board. well as all chapters (Continued cn Page Eleven)

if Organists Rex Koury,Emil Martin, Tommy"Napoleon',' the spectacular French silent classic photoplay that is one of the

day. Jt has also been leamea tnis monm mat lamea 1 memDcv oanuy ri«ct receutlv exnerienced some difficulty in
has been responsible in several ways for the production going on its international „ seven vanned out of 19 contestants who
tour and proLioting the use of organ with die orchestra in leading U. S. venues as far
where the production will be shown. ^ in the event

First to add more performances was the Chicago Theatre. A near sell-out of ^ Sunday,May 17th, at 2pm in California State
^e original showing encouraged the producers to tack on four additional screen- Goldln Beir Playhouse, where the Chapter
ings. In Los Angeles, Filmex has announced that two performances of the epic , , .. n j o lAf... 1 ft\
have been sold oSt at cavernous Shrine Auditorium (Continued on Page 8 ) installed its 2/6 Wur.(Continued on Page 18)



Play up to a^maha E-70.

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe It to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS (Pulse Analog Synthesis System) developed by Yamaha,
the E-70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under "organs."

@ YAMAHA



im LARSEN SUBS FOR BILL VLAS K
AT PARAMOUNT MUSIC PALACE PARLOR

by Robert E. Ridgeway
Lyn Larsen came to the Paramount Music Palace in

Indianapolis on March 15th for one week to fill in so Bill
Vlasak could take a well-deserved vacation. The week
also served a dual purpose in that it gave the Wurlitzer
caretaker-in-residence, John Ferguson the opportunity to
get some additional tonal finishing accomplished on the
already magnificent instrument.
That well-known regulation wizard, Ron Mitchell

from Riverside, California was there all week, too, and
worked closely with Larsen and Ferguson to achieve re
sults on the Solo and Main Tibias that can only be de
scribed as thrilling. "Each time Larsen and Mitchell
team up the results are exciting',' as Bob MacNeur was
quick to point out. MacNeur is the manager of the Para
mount Music Palace and husband of Donna Parker, the
other organist-in-residence at the facility,

Lyn's presence brought together theatre organ music
lovers from all around the area, Wednesday night, March
18tli saw a gathering of many pipe organ notables. Tim
Needier was there and he and Lyn exchanged several
musical ideas and later Lyn played quite a few selectiom
to challenge the musical trivia expertise of the audience
Your reporter spent several hours reminiscing and ex
changing ideas with Ron Mitchell. We have been friends
since the early sixties when both of us resided in 'So'uth-
etn California,

Kurt Schakel and Carlton Smith were present; both are
rising stars on the theatre organ horizon; the former at
the console as a performer of some considerable talent,
the latter as a highly capable organ craftsman.
The six plus hours spent in conversation and basking

in the stupendous stylings of the virtuoso Lyn Larsen were
thought by all to have been well spent. The facility wa^
as always, clean and orderly with efficient and courteous
service.
The Wurlitzer continues to sound better and better

undoubtedly one of the definitive installations of its type
to be found^, anywhere.

*Larsen To Play In Place Of Wright*
Lyn Larsen will appear in concert May 23rd at the

console of the Robert-Morton organ in the Ohio Theatre,
Columbus. He replaces George Wright who was origin
ally advertised to present a program at the theatre. Tick
ets printed for Wright's' concert will be honored for use
at Larsen's program, it was announced.

*Larsen's Music Helps Station Fund*
Cincinnati's FM radio Station WGUC-FM plays an

an early morning classical program. Once in awhile a
Larsen recording sneaks in. Larsen's "Mouse of Ages"hit
the airwaves last Fall during the station's annual drive
for operating funds— it is owned by the University of
Cincinnati, An anonymous organ fan in Dayton pledged
a generous matching funds gift in appreciation for hear
ing the number on the otherwise pure classical program.
Larsen's music gets on because a station employee is a
fan of the popular organist.

ORGAN RESTORERS INVITE ENTHUSIASTS TO VISIT
WURLITZER INSTALLATION IN MT.VERNON THEATRE

Organ buffs passing through Mount Vernon, Washington have an invita -
to call the Lincoln Theatre and make an appointment to see, hear and play
the Wurlitzer that has recently been restored by Eddie Pollack, Jeffrey Fox,
Bob Martin, Dan Abshier and Marv Doe. Pollock, who is the son of the
owner of the theatre, owns
the organ, ^
The restoration crew put

in many hours to refurbish
the organ in the hope that
it would be a part of the
coming ATOS convention

mittee offering the use of

offer was made the theatre A
was on the route of conven- p ' . f-T ajg r 1tion^buses to B^llingham

Saturdays. A telephone
call to 336-2250 will let Opened in April, 1926, this is a photo of
the visitor know if anyone, the exterior of the Lincoln Theatre, Mt.
crew member or theatre Vernon, Washington.
personnel are there. For

i»BEwW

Opened in April, 1926, this is a photo of
the exterior of the Lincoln Theatre, Mt.
Vernon, Washington.

those who know in advance they will be going through the town, they are
invited to write the Lincoln Theatre, 712 1st Street, Mount Vernon, Wash.
98237 to arrange a visit. The house operates daily as a first-run theatre.
Mount Vernon is approximately 55 miles north of Seattle on the way to

Bellingham.
The theatre has always been owned by the Pollock family. The present

owner's father homesteaded the property. The theatre opened in April,
1926 with DuBois Cornish at the console of the Wurlitzer. After the advent
of sound the console was moved backstage but remained fully servicable.
It was returned to front center of the proscenium by the present crew. A
protective case was fabricated to close it when not in use.

Jeffrey Fox has presented several concerts on the instrument which were
public affairs to raise money for the restoration work. Korla Pandit also
played two concerts when he was on Pacific Northwest tours.

RAILROAD SHOW PLAYS TO SRO CROWD; MANY TURNED AWAY
Railroad fans jammed San Gabriel Civic Auditorium Saturday night,

April 25th for an evening of silent films featuring a railroad theme. There
were three short subjects and a main feature accompanied by Gaylord
Carter at the console of the Wurlitzer organ.

Sold out at least two weeks in advance of the performance, many late
comers were turned away at the boxoffic for lack of seating in the 1,500-
seat Auditorium.
The close association with railroading and theatre organ was noted by

the large turnout of members of the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society.
One member remarked that if there were as many organ enthusiasts as
there were obviously rail fans, LATOS would be forced to hire the larger
3,000-seat Pasadena Civic Auditorium to provide enough seating.

Carter, in his usual "live-wire" form was given extended applause for
each of me films he accompanied and a standing ovation at the conclus-
sion of the show. The films he accompanied were "Thrills and Spills'^
"Fast and Furious',' "The Iron Mule"and "A Cable Car Trip Down Market
Street',' a film made in 1905, approximately one year prior to the devastat
ing San Francisco Earthquake. This short subject has been shown at several
rail shows in years past. The main feature was "The Great K&A Train Rob-
berV' starring Tom Mix.

Proceeds from the show go toward restoration of the old Palms Railway
Depot, now a part of Los Angeles' Heritage Square. Several Railroad So
cieties and the Heritage Square Foundation sponsored the event.

PITTSBURGH THEATRE ORGAN SOCIETY HAS THIRD ORGAN
Pittsburgh Theatre Organ Society has restored one in-theatre Wurlitzer,

installed another they purchased in a local high school auditorium, and
now the club owns a third and when finances and location become avail
able the group will erect it. The instrument was originally installed in
Pittsburgh's Million Dollar Grand Theatre, now known as Warners, in the
downtown sector of the city.
The society, an indepent organ club, presents noted organists in regular

—m concert series at the South Hills Theatre, or at
Keystone Caks High School, Last month Bob Ral-
ston was the featured artist. The present series will
close with the presentation of Chuck Ayte, a local
Pittsburgh organist who is well known in the area.

.  The club also is given excellent publicity in news
stories appearing in the daily press.



BRITISH BUFFS GO IN Vf TVcal/Tl¥irf
FOR OWN I NG TWO ORGANS, Aoil XJO10112511
AND HAWING BOTH PLAY 'TlFTiFlirir^rvTi'l^l'TininTR

Despite a world recession, theatre j -Jj i 1^ F 1^^/ j .* HlV/^
organ enthusiasts can obviously, when J il M N| J J j/ LULbUU^-'
put to the test, find money to pur - ''
chase and re-install theatre organs > —. - —
and ship them out of one country into another, as in the case of that most organ-mmded valiant
little nation, the Dutch. Apart from the well-known NOF (Netherland Orgel Federatie), another
new outfit has started in Holland. It is called the Zeeuwse Theatre Orgel Stichting, The club
has paid well over 5,000 pounds for what was one of Britain's finest theatre instruments. It was
the organ which launched our Brilliant George Blackmore as a wonder boy organist.
The strategic and historic county of Kent was never widely known to be very theatrically or

er, nearby the splendid mediaeval cathedral and castle.
Jack Hartland rose up to present this splendid and costly organ in a cinema that was built by

Charles and Henry Weston. They adored theatre organs and only owned three or four cinemas,
but spent well on organs and organists, most agree. Not many organists liked the Solo Cello, so
out it went and in its place was installed a twelftli rank, a Tibia Minor, and one that is ~
rare in a Compton. ■
When young Blackmore played there shortly before the war it caused a sensation. He

was a former pupil at the very posh and prestigious Kings School, attached to the Roch-
ester Cathedral in the great tradition of our superb cathedral churches. He soon made
many broadcasts and quickley gained fame, as we all know. George and others have re-
marked that this 3/12 easily outshone the nearby late style 3/8 Wurlitzer in the Ritz
Chadiam. An organ that was installed in an appallingly stupid manner, the grand pia- PHk
no actually sounded louder than the organ, I can vouch for this myself!

Eventually all good things came to an end and the Gaumont, as the Majestic had be-
come, through purchase by Rank, lost its fine organ to the Catholic church of the Holy
Innocents in Orpington, in commuter territory in Kent. The church purchased it for a
piftance—lSO pounds. The Tibias, Vox, and four other juicy theatrical voices were :■
taken out and replaced with low pressure Stopped Diapasons and Duloianas more suited
to church work. Recently the church sold off its building and erected a new santuary
alongside; an order was placed for a new tracker job, so out went the Majestic Comp -
ton^ *Two Organ Family* Editor .

friends of mine Britiih

.  ■■ - ' their own fine Compton
in their home near Man- prepareChester are Ken Morgan 'ndepe'

Compton owned by David

y  tL p . on the first floor (in your c<
M l A iLa - , |3aa land it would be second) j,

store oH

|g AIso, Joyce and David 3tle»
pwchased yet an- „P  " 1 Odion S°^thporf and

F  install that one in their
wasn't enough, Joyce, of _^£2El.

'  JB' course, plays just about
" ~ maining in England these
OWNERS AND INSTALLERS—David Alldred, Derek Chester, days at the splendid Dav- Conodc
Joyce Alldred and Ken Morgan at the console of the Comp- enport Cinema in Stock- cio»i
ton that has been installed in the Alldred organ store. The port on its powerhouse Over*®)
two who erected the organ have been asked to supervise in- 3/7 Compton.
stallation of the former Majestic Compton in the Town Hall Derek and Ken keep . Pieo»e
at Middelburg,Holland. —photo by Alan Ashton all these organs in trim TheCoi
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Joyce Alldred and Ken Morgan at the console of the Comp- enport Cinema in Stock
ton that has been installed in the Alldred organ store. The port on its powerhouse
two who erected the organ have been asked to supervise in- 3/7 Compton.
stallation of the former Majestic Compton in the Town Hall Derek and Ken keep .
at Middelburg,Holland. —photo by Alan Ashton all these organs in trim

Editor &

ial 4/16 Wurlitzer. Its keeper, Les
Rawle tells me it is still there
languishing away in the main aud
itorium which is now closed, sadly.
Apparently one could hire this part
of the building, but Rank won't let
the huge balcony be used. Cnly a
measily few seats remain in the
front stalls area since the cinema
was cut up with the back stalls be
ing walled off for a bingo area.

Another Blackmore location he
made famous nationally by his
marvellous BBC broadcasts in the
1950s was up in the north of Scot
land, Aberdeen, to be exact, and
happily the town has its two theatre
organs intact. The Capitol Cinema
3/8 Compton and the suburban Ast
oria Cinema with its 3/8 Compton

■in the Kittybrewstgr area of Aber-(Continued on Page Six)

« Se»nd Ctnsi «oi{ ot faiwrfeho, CoWbmfo.
5««A<t Cj«(« Peirf a) Pasodsno, CbJifamfa

and they also look after
other organs such as the famous 3/8 Christie in the Astra Cinema, Llandudno in North
Wales, and they tell me they are busy installing a 3/7 Compton in the Abergele, North
Wales home of John Hall, whom like Joyce and David Alldred, owns two theatre organs!

Mr. Hall also has the 3/6 Christie that once played in the Commodore Cinema in Or
pington, Kent. Ah yes. .. that commuter belt middle class bastion of outer London.

The two installers have been approached by the Zeeuwse Theatre Ctgel Stichting in
Holland to oversee the re-installation of the Majestic Rochester Compton in the olde
worlde town hall in Middlelburg,Holland. Apparently the idea is for this organ to speak
through a tone chute from under the stage, I'm told. "Not a good idea;' say Ken and
Derek. The Dutchmen have been over and heard the organ in the church and like what
they heard, despite the fact that it had been altered. It has been
necessary for them to purchase additional sets of pipes and traps to !
regain the theatrical sound and effects. A costly business! i

*Balckmore's New Labum Awaited
George Blackmore's LP on the Alamo label hasn't appeared yet. :

It's pressing delays, I'm told, that holds up this one that was made
on the now shuttered Gaumont-State Kilbur, London, Torch spec- frrm+i
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TUESDAY, MARCH 31 - 6:00 to 10:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 - 6:00 to 10:00 P.M.

AT lDO/KlPINewS RESTAURANT
OKEMOS - ACROSS FROM MERIDIAN MAU.

Featuring
Rob Richards and David Russell

PLAYING ALL STYLES OF MUSIC (including duets). FROM BIG
BAND, EASY LISTENING, LATIN. BLUEGRASS TO DISCO,
AND MORE!!!

on the
SPACE AGE TRliniTinNfllrRADITIONAL

LOWREY MX-1

DIGITAL COMPUTER ORGAN

MIGHTY WURLIZER

PIPE ORGAN

HE'S ARRIVED!—Robert Wolfe, young
British organist, has achieved great popu
larity in a short time. He has appeared at
the Tower Ballroom Wurlitzer, Blackpool,
for several years, but did not sign on this
coming season. He has other plans. They I
are revealed in Ian Dalgliesh's British News '
commencing on the opposite page, ;

John D. Sharp Photo

WRIGHT PLAYED FIRST PRIVATE
RESIDENCE CONCERT LAST DEC.

George Wright was in Cincinnati last
December to play a private concert on a
local residence Wurlitzer. He told his aud
ience of about 20 invited guests that it was
the first private residence concert he had
ever played, it was reported.
The program was hosted by the local

Moller organ representative. The evening
was an enjoyable and memorable event,
and Wright was in his usual excellent style,
and rapport with his limited audience.
The location of the Wurlitzer was not dis

closed Jn_flie_new^tem_2en£_toJI^ Consolt
STILL PEDALS WITH ANKLE IN CAST
In addition to his many hobbies, Chicago

organ enthusiast Bill Benedict also plays the
organ in regular church services. Belatedly
it was learned he was given a "New Year's
Gift a broken ankle and a cast on his left
foot and leg up to the knee. This didn't
deter Bill's music making. "I managed to
find a few choice pedal notes with the so-
called walking cast," he reported.

WANGER IN HAD FOUR MANUAL IN L. A.
Wangerin Organ Company did build one

four-manual pipe organ that was erected or
the west coast. It is the instrument that w£
installed in St. Vibiana's Cathedral on Mait
Street in downtown Los Angeles many years
ago, according to Organ Historian Jim Sutt
ie of Kansas City.
The Console has attempted in the past

few months to pinpoint W^angerin organs of
four-manual size for the benefit of Organisi
WaltStrony, Phoenix, who apparently has
a desire to secure one, according to reports
from many of his friends.

ELECTRONICS VS. PIPES

"FIGITAL" ORGAN FAIILS TO FOOL FANS IN PIPE VERSUS
ELECTRONIC ORGAN SHOV¥ AT MICHIGAN PIZZA PARLOR

BY SCOTT SMITH —Michigan OrgaNewService
For two consecutive nights, a bold and noble experiment was conducted as a joint

venture by an area electronic organ dealer and a Theatre Organ-equipped restaurant.
The results were, to say the least—interesting.

Although the advertisement from the Lansing (Michigan) State Journal (ad reproduced
at left about one quarter of the-Ti-i — IT - i-r— actual newspaper size—Ed) prom-
ised "Two Big Nights" of "Organ

f  ̂ Extravaganza" there were act-
f  Din umUTn ~ performed in duet fashion on the
{I tC DIU NluHlw two respective instruments. The

TUESDAY, MARCH 31 - 6:00 to 10:00 P.M. j S&rStag'f f/24
I  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1-6:00 to 10:00 P.M. I Wurlitzer and the new Lomey
I  ATlDOACINeWS RESTAURANT ' '^'i,-,\t''ef"he7e!eSions heard

I  n t. n- ■ I'^^tunng : often associated with pasta play-I  nOD Richards and David Russell I ing. This, I'm sure, was due to
i  PLAYING ALL STYLES OF MUSIC (including duets). FROM BIG ^ the short time the two organists
I  BAND, EASY LISTENING, LATIN. BLUEGRASS TO DISCO, |l were allowed to prepare for the
I  ANDMORE!!! unique contest,

!  on the . *Some Capable Sounds*SPACE AGE TRADITIONAL ; Some of the sounds capable
I  LOWREY MX-1 MIGHTY WURLIZER on the Lowrey synthesizer are
■  DIGITAL COMPUTER ORGAN PIPE ORGAN exceptional: most of these are
[  . I rhythms, and, when compared

- I ' to ̂ ose of the 20s organ were
f' quite convincing. T oo, some/_ I I of the brass combinations and
iTr ^ ' string ensembles have been syn-I,; thesized quite carefully.

i  salesman assurred us that
a "representative expert" from

,  each of the respective musical
.  sub-groups had been consulted

i  ","5 id j as to the quintessential rhythm
^  ̂tid instrumental approach to

'  represent them. For example,
the "Big Band" rhythm has that

I  at, in tii.cto p'Ous&Mt/cont.tu.ui locf.uo'wjy With p.p«>' ht powe'lui yd i, in Count Basie touch, and, likewise,
!  the "Classical rhythm makes any-r. - thing sound like a Brandenberg

C' ^Z.n°t-has its taults as well.
540 337.9700 J of my major complaints of
LANSING'S EXCLUSIVE LOWREY DEALER MX-1 is its constantly mov-

^  ̂Tig backdrop of tmy flashing or--1-1 -1-1 —1-1 -Ti 1-1 i-i—T^-r- rT^^" moving lights in a random patt-
Large advertisement published to herald event of ern. Personally, I think they
what could be defined as a sort of friendly contest should call it "figital" instead of
between electronics and pipes. More such shows digital, as it reminded me of
are possible in the future as electronics continue one of tiiose irritating basketball
to produce true pipe organ sounds. scoreboards.

The marriage of the two key
board instruments was something short of an unholy alliance. At no time could one en-

• joy the complete blending of the two. It should be noted at this point that the restaur -
:.ant's two capable staff organists, David Russell and Rob Richards did put in hard work
and som obvious registration changes to adapt to the situation. TheLowrey required a
great deal of amplification to fill the 600-seat eatery, and paradoxically, seemed to
sound thinner every time the volume was cranked up.

Despite all of this, the Twenties enjoyed two nights of being packed, mostly due to
the well-publicized event, I'm sure.

1 would like to suggest taking the time to do several balance and volume checks to
anyone considering a similar setup. While it may have been far from perfect, it did
point out Aat it still requires a competant musician to bring the best out of any instru
ment, no matter how sophisticated it may be.
"BLUE CRASSERS" HAVE VARIETY IN ORGAN PRCGRAMMINC

Members of Bluegrass Chapter ATOS, in Lexington, Kentucky, had a variety of organs
to hear during March and April. On March 30th, they attended a program at the Cyn-
thiana Christian Church, in Cynthiana, to hear and see a 1927 2/6 Wurlitzer. On the

' evening previous they were invited to hear the dedication recital of a new Conn Artist
^®717. On April 21st the American Guild of Organists presented Jim Fitzpatrick in recital
' at the large three-manual Allen organ. An organ concert of French organ literature was

also heard in the Second Presbyterian Church during March.
Finally, Levas Restaurant presented an afternoon and evening concert of piano music ̂

played by Eugene Maupin. The afternoon program was sans food
I I service; the evening show was played during the dinner hours.■ 11 Both performances were successful and two more programs were

scheduled as a result. One was played April 26th and the other
will be heard May 17th. Bluegrass members also occssicnallv
hear programs played on the Dr. John Laudon residence theatre
pipe organ in Lexington.

ine loiesi ataio d iho

p<ocs&M</co<^>nui<;i loci^noiMjy wiih
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FRANOOR SHOPPING CENTER
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LANSING'S EXCLUSIVE LOWREY DEALER

Large advertisement published to herald event of
what could be defined as a sort of friendly contest
between electronics and pipes. More such shows
are possible in the future as electronics continue
to produce true pipe organ sounds.

m



—continued from page 4
deen. This one was res-

SanBalgligsh schoolmaster and ̂ ea-
tre organist, and re-in- ^

stalled in the Powis Academy, Aberdeen. With the recent 1^
heavy cuts in government education spending, a cloud hung
over this organ. There were never many theatre organs in- >
stalled in Scotland so you can guess wy the fans were wor
ried. Anyway, for the time being, the education author
ity has dropped the plans for closing down Powis School.

*Bath Wurlitzer In Nursery*
I mentioned in February about the Bath Pavilion Wurlit

zer 2/9, which sadly was sold. Now I can tell you that the
new owner is Nigel Turner of Harpole,near Northampton,
England. He has a flourishing nursery business—plants,
flowers and the like, not babies, I hasten to ad. _

Another two-organ-owner, Mr. Turner already has restor- -7
ed an historic Compton "Kinestra'J the 1920s name for a ~j
Compton theatre organ,and this one came from the early- I
day West End silent Super Tatler Kinema in Charing Cross
Road, London. Its console was one of the splendiferous ^
Chinese figured colourful beauties, very arty-crafty they S
were, all painted by hand by proper artists, too. E
So Mr. Turner joius the ranks of 'two theatre organ' own- E

ers in Britain. We may not have big jobs stuffed with Tib-
ias, Vox and Posthorns as you do, but we make up for it in ■
numbers of people owning two playing instruments! Mr. B
Turner does it properly, I'm told, and so we are assured
that the Bath Wurlitzer will be in-

IN ROCHESTER,KENT,England,
the Majestic Cinema boasted one
of the finest Compton organs that
finally went to a Catholic Church
and is now going to Holland, pur
chased by a new organ club. It
will be installed in a town Hall.
Pictured above is the Majestic
with its organ console in solo
position during April, 1935.

best known Wurlitzer, and seen by
millions each Summer in that fan
tastic ballroom. He declined, aft
er three seasons. A shame,. many
fans won't be so keen on the Tow
er. Blackpool's loss will be Thurs-
ford's gain. John Cushing appoint
ed the bouncy young gent to be
resident organist at his superb Cush
ing Collection Museum in the Nor-
folkshire town where he will pre
side at the simply magnificent 3/19
Wurlitzer from the Leeds Odeon, the
former Paramount.
Robert Wolfe has definitely made

the grade in the UK, and to crown
it all, has just been elected Patron
of the Theatre Organ Club for 1981.
Quite an honour for such a young
ster. He can pack halls over here.

told me that he always had an af- former Paramount.
fectionate spot for this little Wur- t7T nnn ortan iTPgTAreQ Robert Wolfe has definitely made
litzer "I was followed.. . follow- Til! FLOOR ORGAN,UPSTAIRS-^avid and Joyce ^he UK, and to crown
eS r^ark you... by a young chap Mildred's organ store m Hyde, near Manchester, where one been elected Patron
cliled R. bixon,"he said.^And,^ i^talled on the first floor, ^f the Theatre Organ Club for 1981.
as John put it, " understand he Britain is the floor above street le^vel. The studio s„ch a young-
became^well'known in some is usually packed for concerts by leading theatre organists. herl.
northwestern seaside town!" Anyway, Hewlett was to have met He recently told me he would love to come over to your country
up with this instrument again as the college authorities invited and play some of your excellent organs. He recently had a vacation
him to die opening on March 8th. However, he was ill. He did in Florida.
recall that the opening movie at the Dudley was Vilma Banky *U. S. Artists Appear For London ATOS*
and Ronald Coleman in "The Magic Flameli Judging from the nevreletter of our hard-working ATOS chapter,

*Dixon s Records Still Produced* April 12& saw John Ledwon playing the Granada Cinema, Kingston,
Mentioning that young man who follwed Hewlett, R. Dixon 3/10 Wurlitzer for a concert; Hector Olivera plays here on July 26th,

Esq., a new idea from the vast EMI record giant and former em- and Lyn Larsen comes in on September 20th.
ployers of Dixon do still put out his records. EMI's latest idea tbis moment, Larsen's concert may not be held at Kingston
to help stop miUions piratmg records onto their cassette tapes Granada as there is a hint of possible alterations to the theatre. It
is the release of a series of records of various pop artiste, includ
ing Dixon on IDEAL TC-IDL 16. 'Reginald Dixon at the Wurlit- Granada circuit. Larsen's programme may be held at another cin-
zer Organ'.' Blimey! That's an original title, 1 must say! Any- ema. Pity it can't be held at the Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon
way, apart from a lack-lustre title,nothing else is lacking and Hammersmith or Regal Edmonton. These are the finest and largest
it's about the best thing that the world's most recorded theatre 'in-theatre' jobs in London. But Rank stage their own T.O..'concerts
organist has issued for years. at these venues. The Hammersmith Odeon, a beautiful art deco
Away from those endless medleys with snatches of chorus's of 3,500-seater, is 99 percent rock and pop concerts and provision is

over-played old pop tunes, here at a bargain price, too, of just being made for a portable apron stage addition which covers the or-
under three pounds, we get lots of light classics, mostly played gan console lift which will protect the elegant console of the
well, and, of course,recorded very well,naturally, on the Tow- beautiful 15-rank Compton. The keydesk is a four decker job.
er Blackpool organ. They are all cut from previous LPs, but for *Chadwick Crams Them In*
those who don't collect everything Dixon does, it's a bargain. Doreen Chadwick recently pulled in the largest audience seen in
The idea is that EMI won't be issuing these on discs, I'm told, London for many months. It would be great to hear American artists

only cassettes. on these superb organs. Ledwon, incidently, was heard
The Tower Blackpool reminds me that young and playing Tony Manning's powerful 3/10 Christie that came

talented Robert Wolfe, the Luton teenager, now one from the Granada Cinema in Enfield. The organ is locat-
of the most sought after organists over here on the ed in Tony's back garden studio at Famborough in Hamp-
concert circuit, will not be eoins back to loin his shire. The date was April 18th. On the 14th he played
team mates this Summer season. The Tower asked at David Alldred's organ store on the upstairs first floor
him to sign on for another hectic season on Europe's ...APIIU, (Continued on Page Eight)

is already tripled and one of the few cinemas left operating on the
Granada circuit. Larsen's procramme may be held at another cin-


