
BACK HOME—This Robert-Morton console
and the organ it plays has been returned to
the city where it was originally heard. Now
it is a trifle larger than when it left there for
Meridian, Mississippi. The story of this in
strument appears on Page Seven. _____

THREATS.DEMANDS IGNORED BY
NATIONAL BOARD AT MEETING

Demands made by various chapters of the
American Theatre Society for the resignation
of the president, Richard R. Haight, and, in
thm, Haight's continued hassassing threat to
LATOS Chairman Ralph Beaudry demanding
his resignation all fell flat at the recent meet
ing of the National ATOS Board of Directors
that was held in Northern California on Feb.
7 and 8. Neither, apparently, was Tim
Needier censured for releasing the James' A
and B plans.

Details are lacking about the non-action
on chapter demands for Haight's resignation,
and Haight's demand for Beaudry's ousting,
hnd iit'remains to be seen what action will be
taken by those units that >te;que8ted the presi
dent's removal.
One thing the national officials did do was

sanction the James' bylaw revisions for sub
mission to the general membership. This is
to be accomplished at a meeting that has its
location in the Potomc JT Valley Chapter re
gion. The date was not learned.

Since their meeting, die national board
approved distribution of James' revisions. A
copy has been secured by The Console and
the changes are discussed in another story in
this issue. At best, the revisions point to the
infamous Plan B authored by James. There
are features or provisions oi die revisions that
in effect can reduce members to second-clas:
status.

*L. A. Nixes Any Dough Deal*
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society Chair

man Eugene Davis was invited to attend the
national board session to present L. A's. side
of the problems that have been plaguing the
organization. Davis taped his session.
He reported to his board that national did

try to get the Los Angeles unit to pay for the
1979 convention deficit of $450 and suggest
ed the $700 fee involved in the name mix-uj
problem also be taken care of by the local
unit. Davis very explicitly refused to accepi
either bill and told the national board mem
bers that L. A. had costs related to the name
change mixup and that he felt botii sides
should take care of their own costs. He also

(Continued on Page 28)
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FAMED NEW YORK ORGAI^IST
^CASS^PARMENTIER DIES

EXPLORATORY SESSION HELD TO TALK
ABOUT NEEDS IN T.O.FIELD,AND TO -
DETERMINE IF NEED EXISTS FOR AN
ORGANIZATION TO SERVE PROFESSION
Four hours of discussion by such professionals as George

'Vright, Gaylord Carter, Rex Koury and Ann Leaf, organ
technicians, various representatives from other areas, and
Mike Coup, head of Wichita Theatre Organ,Inc., unfolded
Sunday,February ISth, at the residence of Neil Kissel in
San Gabriel, Calif. The session was organized by Ralph
Beaudry and Coup to determine if a need exists for some
type of organization to better serve the professional people
in the theatre organ field.

This meeting was arranged as an exploratory session
and each person present, by invitation, was given an -i'-
opportunity to voice thoughts and opinions on anything
that could contribute ideas or suggestions. There were
outspoken comments made about people, organs and or
gan groups which brought out various needs that are not

(Continued on Page Fouri

ASGAP-NAILS LATOS FOR ROYALTIES;
WILL GO AFTER ALL ORGAN GROUPS

Production costs of organ concerts, whether they are
sponsored by non-profit groups that offset the bills by
requesting "donations'^ or as full public concerts with
the sale of ticke.s advertised, are going to increase to

the extent of paying royalties to the
American Society of Composers, Au
thors and Publishers on all copyrighted
music played at organ concerts.
This new twist came to light late

this month when Tom O'Brien, of the
Los Angeles ASCAP office contacted
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
Program Chairman Don Wallace to
inform him that the royalties must
be paid. He had learned of LATOS
concert presentations through news
paper advertisements.
Wallace reported that he suggested

to the ASCAP man that LA events,
like others around the country, were

' — ^ presented on a non-profit basis. This
Ml IMRFR P explanation fell on deaf ears; the re-

■  y^Q 1 ply being that no matter what kind of
1 7O I an organization presents it, wherever

copyrighted music is played and ad-
RGAIN I ST mission is charged, non-profit dona-■p, I r-o tion or regular ticket sales, royalties

■l-J I FO (Continued on Page Four)

.MONTHLY

■  Dr. C. A. J. "Cass" Parmentier, one of
the famous New York theatre organists during s WR I GMT TO OPEN ORGAN ^

!AT OAKLAND PARAMOUNT!
but was active in between periods of hospital- % George Wright has been named to;
ization and continued his enthusiasm for play- topen the Wurlitzer pipe organ now =
ing theatre pipe organs whenever the opportun- !being installed in the Paramount
ity presented ittelf. During the period of his j" Theatre for the Performing Arts inity presented ittelf. During the period of his j" Theatre for the Performing Arts in i
illness he underwent 26 separate operations. ^Oakland, Calif. Wright disclosed ;

In addition to playing organ, Cass Parmentie) this appointment during his concert ^
composed and arranged music. He is survived ' ^t the Great American Wind Mach- =
by his wife, Antonette, sen Victor and twogrand -t jne Feb. 9th. The dedicatibn event L
daughters. Further information about this fam- -will be held sometime during the =
ous artist will be "published in the March issue teeming Fall months.
of The Console.

COULD BE WATERED-DOWN PLAN B

NATIONAL BOARD OKAYS RELEALE OF JAMES' REV IS IONS
Distribution of the revisions to the national TOS bylaws, which were authored by

W, 'Tiny' James, was okayed to be sent to locrl chapters by the national officials this
month. Initial examination of the changes has prompted some members toapake'the
suggestion that several provisions can reduce general members down to second class
status and that if the b^daws are approved they will be a watered-down version of
James' Plan B. It will be recalled that the James' committee replaced the Ledwon
Bylaws Revision Committee and that James originally declared that the present set of
bylaws did not need revision.

It also has been learned that a general meetfng will be called soon and held within
, the Potomac Valley Chapter area. National board members apparently would not
chance having a meeting in other areas—Calfifomia, Chicago, and locations vvhere
various chapters have registered complaints over removal of Qie Ledwon committee—
for fear the adoption of the changes would be voted down.

As they read now, the changes do not follow the changes demanded by the general
meeting held during the 1979 national convention in Los Angeles; the board apparently
decided to bypass the mandate of this national membership meeting.

Brief examination of the proposed changes to be voted on shows (Cont. on Page 28)



Play up to a'femaha E-70.

Now that you've finally learned to play an organ, you owe it to yourself to play up to a
Yamaha Electone E-70. It's the ultimate in console performance.

Utilizing the revolutionary PASS [Pulse Analog Synthesis System) developed by Yamaha,
the E- 70 delivers every possible orchestra and organ sound. And every sound is reproduced
with the greatest authenticity for organ voices ever. Cymbals ring. Saxes wail. Cellos sing.

Plus with three complete orchestra sections and a variety of controls you can personalize
voices and even create new instrument sounds.

The performance power of the E-70 comes packaged in a beautifully designed, walnut-
finished cabinet with locking fallboard and matching bench.

Conduct a test today at your Yamaha Electone Dealer. He's listed in the Yellow Pages
under ''organs."

SYAMAHA
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ENTRY AND EXIT ROUTE—George Wright made his entry;
and exit at the Great American Wind Machine through part s,
of the packed house February 9th. \
WRIGHT'S WIND MACHINE SHOW WAS.' HAPPY
REMINDER OF HIS CONCERTS AT S.F. FOX

DISCLOSED ALL SORTS OF NEWS During his excellent
concert, Wright told his audience about the concert arrange-

For doubting Thomases who raised the question'who would pay ment with Mike Ohman, his appointment to open the Oakland
$10 to hear an organ concert in a pizza parlor?'I.thenansw.Br.was as^sur- Theatre Wurlitzer, and congratalated the two organ
prising as many other facets of the^same evening, February 9th at buffs who are helping him install his residence organ.
The Great American Wind Machine with George Wright in person at ,^mm iriMiMorD HNir nC" MATinM^C T 1 PQT
the console of the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ. JOHN LL IN I NbLK ,UI\IL Ur NA i I UN^ O I" 1 KO 1

Wrightplayedhis concert to a packed, standing-room-cnlyaud- JQgUppS, dies ;• OWNED BIG WURLITZER
ience on the organ that more than surprised anyone who had heard it , i t • ■ r ci.- i .. i-r
prior to the "Wright Touch" being applied to voicing and regulation . h- Calif., died at the Mem-
and trem adjustment. The sound of this instrument the night of the ©rial Hospital in Redding, Calif., following an undisclosed ill-
concert, plus the artist's obvious pleasure in playing it and his com- ness. He was one of the nation s very ̂ rly theatte OTgan en-
plete inspiration produced one of his finest performances. For many thusiasts and installed a Style D Wurlitzer from the Dunsmuir,
in the audience who used to make the pilgrimage to his concerts at Calif,, Theatre prior to World War II. Later he purchased the
the San Francisco Fox, this particular show was a recreation of those Style 260 Wurlitzer from the Fox Oakland Theatre, considered
programs. The lushness of the Wind Machine Wurlitzer and George's by many organ enthusiasts, including the late R. C. Simonton,
beautifully executed arrangements paralelled his superb Fox present* to be the finest Wurlitzer of its type ever built. This instrument
ations. he installed in his spacious living room overlooking a private

As for his Wind Machine program, there ware selections to suit lake. Many enthusiasts enjoyed the owner's generous hospital-
all tastes and the musical mileage was extravagantly pleasing—the ity and heard the organ numerous times.^ ^ j _
patrons received full value for their admission price. A memorial coiicert will be held m his home at a later date.
Wright told his audience at the opening of the program about also learned the organ is not tor sale.

February 9th being the birthday of Robert Hope-Jones, inventor of COUSINS DISCOVER ONE ANOTHER THROUGH CONSOLE
the theatre pipe organ, and dedicated the evening to his memory. letter addressed to Ray Sawyer, Reno organist,and sent
He also brought in Valentine's Day, told about his residence install- jn care of The Console by another subscriber with the same
ation, disclosed the generosity of Mike Ohman and the fact that he name has resulted in the two becoming acquainted and leam-
would open the Oakland organ. ing they are relatives.
Wright said his own organ installation "is going smoothly. The "That letter you mailed up to me was from a cousin I had

wind is on and it's making horrible noises." He praised Ken Kukuk never met. She shares The Console with a friend and had been
and Frank Seeley, two local organ buffs who have gained consider- reading my column, "Try It This Way," Sawyer wrote. "Sudd-
able knowledge of organ technical knowhow, for the highly profes- enly the thought struck her, I guess," he continued," is that
sional job they are doing on his installation. He also added that the guy^a;wyer the same one whose mother was my father's sister,
two will assist him in making recordings when the organ is finished, etc. ? 'So she wrote me in care of The Console,"
The new sound of the Wind Machine Wurlitzer was due in great "She's an organist, too, and plays in a Bella Roma Pizza Par-

part to Wright's labors with the help of Kukuk and Seeley, he also jop in Concord, Calif, and had a 3/14 Wurlitzer in her home. I
told the audience. He added that it will even sound better as time hope to drive down and meet her sometime this Summer," he
goes on. Later in the program he disclosed that Mike Ohman, own-r concluded.
er of the Wind Machine,had generously 'given' the artist the parlor /-"AMr*! rftttrm RFMn rr^NCFRT
for the evening as a means of benefiting the residence installation. Ci^DI CARLEY BOOIpD FOR RETURN RENO CONCER 1
Wright remarked about the high costs involved in erecting his organ ^ Candi Carley, Southern California organist, has been bool^ed
to Ohman and it was then that the offer was made to have a concert fo*' ̂  return concert in Reno, Nevada. She will be presented in
and use the profits to help finish the work. Wright told everyone a program, Fnday, November 13th by the Nevada Council oi
present that he was not destitute by any stretch of the imagination, Telephone Pioneers as a benefit for their Community Se^
bub Ohraan's generous.act was deeplyjapprepiafed. 1.^° i played at the residence of
There was no doubt the audience appreciated hearing Wright and Fred Beeks, on the Wurlitzer pipe orgati. It was apparent at

that they will again pack the place if he returns to play again. tbat event the living room
The Wind Machine organ was formerly a 2/10 installed in the X. Telephone Pioneers plan to sec?^e

Beverly Theatre, Beverly Hills, Calif. It has been given a new Frencl auditorium so that more Renoites may enjoy the artist's playiB
style console designed by Devtronix with Trousdale Organ electronic roDGERS TO HAVE POSH ORGAN INTRODUCTION MEET
custom designed solid state additions. Rodgeis electronic and pipe organ models will be shown to
CARTER AND KOCH HAVE REMENISCENT AFTERNOON interested Los Angeles organ enthusiasts on Sunday, March 8th

During the last week of January, Gaylord Carter was in Phoenix from 2 to 6pra in the Crystal Ballroom of the Los Angeles Bilt-

Fred Beeks, on the Wurlitzer pipe organ. It was apparent at
that event the living room was too small to accomodate the
large crowd. This year the Telephone Pioneers plan to secure
auditorium so that more Renoites may enjoy the artist's playing

Rodgeis electronic and pipe organ models will be shown to
interested Los Angeles organ enthusiasts on Sunday, March 8th
from 2 to 6pra in the Crystal Ballroom of the Los Angeles Bilt-

.

to play a concert in Sun City. After the performance he visited with' more Hotel. The look-see-hear is by invitation only and in
Herbie Koch the adjoining Colonnade Room of the Hotel ther, well-known mid-west organist now living in
retirement in the area. "We had a ball recalling the sil
ent movie days," Koch reported. Both men at one time
were employed by the Paramount Publix circuit—Koch
appeared in many mid-west and southern theatre^ while
Carter played the Million Dollar and Paramount Theatres
in Los Angeles, and the Paramount, Seattle. February 1981

e
will be champagne and hors d'oeuvres served dur
ing the afternoon and early evening session.
Every hour on the hour there will be five 30-

minute concerts played by five distinguished re-
citalists, it is reported.



EXPLORING—Some of those who attended the invitational meeting to explore the
needs of professionalism in theatre organpictured above are, top left ̂ hoto, left to
right—Ralph Beaudry, Mike Coup—the two who arranged the meeting—-Coulter
Cunningham, San Diego,Preston Kaufmann and Rex Koury. Top right photo, left
to right—William Exner, Bob Trousdale,Dave Junchen and Neil Kissell,in whose
home the meeting took place. Lower left, left to right—Cunningham, Gary Konas,
Sacramento, Kaufmann, George Wright, Frank Seeley and Don Cooke, Lower right
photo left to right—Gene Davis, Russ and Ann Butler (Ann Leaf).
ASC^ NAILS LATOS FOR ROYALTIES —-continued from page one

must be paid.
It was learned that payment is based on the size of the auditorium or hall where the

concert presentation takes place. It was also noted by O'Brien that most public halls
are already signed up with ASCAP so that when programs are presented by the owners
(in the case of San Gabriel, the city itself) and copyrighted music is played, the fees
are paid direct to ASCAP. In the case of organ clubs presenting concerts in theatres
and public auditoriums, O'Brien told Wallace that the music association will detail
the arrangement for determining royalties. Wallace is also checking the legality of
non-profit claim for not paying royalties. It was learned, however, that the recent
change in cop-jTight laws has bolstered the position of ASCAP and other organizations
that collect royalties for the u<se of copyrighted material.

Private clubs such as the Detroit Theatre Organ Club that present concerts for their
members only and do not sell admissions or collectidonations are possibly exempted..
from paying royalties. Some organizations may turn to entirely membership concert
plans, admitting card-carrying people only to programs to evade the payment of the
fees^ —

EXPLORATORY

— cont, from p. 1 Touch Is Found
being met by any oi. ^ / fj
the presently organ- ^ Z Z" — X

f of! fhe keyboards 1
ent time. The en- #
tire meeting was in 1
a friendly atmos- u, c.
phere without any-
one being denied The only organ magazine with a complete
an oppcrtomty to . monthly Calendar of ail local organ events.
speak or being told ,
he or she was out of ;
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Han Dalgliesh
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— —

Firstly, let me wish readers,and in particular the people who
so kindly sent Christmas cards to me, a Happy New Year! It is
impossible to reply to you all, so a very big THANKS. It's nice
to be appreciated. Dalgliesh senior, who takes a great interest
and follows the news in The Console, was hospitalized, I believe
that's how you say it these days, and we had to plan our lives
round hospital schedules. A most awful Christmas and New Year
celebration. So we have far less time for organ matters and thus
the mighty four manual Adler won't get the monthly pounding it
has had for ten years or more.

Speaking of Christmas cards, some I received from friends • -
over here show the cinema fanciers as opposed to organ-only
friends. They plug their hobby with-^te.eting_^^i:d5_de.pi^tmgJL0J5^
don's Carlton Upton Park with
its Egyptian exterior and a small
potted history instead of the oft
en schmaltzy verse. It appears
this was this year's Christmas
card for the Cinema Theatre
Association, our equivalent of ^g|gjigg|i|j|||j||jj|i^^
your Theatre Historical Society.

Another card had a photo of a ^ —

London's Prince of Wales Cine- |ma,Harrow Road. Blimey! What I |^'

Cinemas are well in the news feilMjEaa
with the upswing in huge sales ^ Si H|H
of video cassettesrecorders. The 1 -'
movie houses are in a desperate
way. Rank are threatening to f —
sell over 100 theatres. Their ri- .
vals, the ABC-EMI chairn, are
keeping silent, but no doubt MUST KEEP THE FRONT Th
want to sell off a great many Minister, Michael Heseltine has
unprofitable cinemas, too. exterior only of the LiberW^ Cin
Cinema fans are afraid that ed in 1929 by United Picture T1

many of the best examples will ace, it was designed by the brill
be lost. Even Bingo isn't doing jhe organ was a 2/6 Compton,
well now. it opened Gaumont-British took

George Coles was perhaps the it Qaumont. Then rival Rank n

pe lusc. £,ven Dingo isn l uuiug Organ was a d/b Oompton,
well now. it opened Gaumont-British took

n VIDEO CASSETTES HITTING BRITISH CINEMA
_ T Bl^' NEW BOCK CUT ON BRITISH CINEMAS/ TV

OllCSri SHOWING ORGANS,ORGANISTS/ SISTER ORGANISTS
STILL GOING STRONG,ONE IS 84!/ ATLANTA FOX
DUO GET RAVES IN ENGLAND? BROADBENT COMING

2f/[iJLbUuaJ IO,.,y,,,S,j,N„,,SEPT/ LOADS OF ORGAN NEIC ITEMS
very well, booksellers tell me.

id in particular the people who There are some notable cinemas missing, photowise,lite the su-
me, a Happy New Year. It is perb Paramount chain {now Odeon) and lovely late style Union
a very big THANKS. It s nice circuit houses. The war broke up many libraries of the circuits,
cr, V.ho takes a great interest making collection of photos of cinemas a never ending search, and
ole was hospitalized, I believe costly, too. This sort of book helps fill some gaps,
and we had to plan our lives government Environment Secretary Michael Haseltime has
: awful Christmas and New Year listed these three London George Coles houses and so the heat is
time for organ matters and thus time being, but they are never really safe, particularly
n't get the monthly pounding it the customers are not buying seats.

The Chinese Palace/Liberty, Southall, had a 2/6 Compton that
3me I received from friends • - went ento the Baptist Church,Long Crenden, Buckinghamshire, I
;rs as opposed to organ-only never saw the console, although I didn't live too far away when
Lth_gre.etmg_^^i:d5_depj^t^ttgJL0J5_^ -young. I don't think it was ex-

otically decorated, just the typ
ical panel desk console of the
1920s and early 1930s.^  ̂ ^ ^Organists On TV*

and again. Recently the popular

^  ̂ major evening'sp jt on nation^""
^  ̂ -PY recently showing the North-

■  ■ west Lancashire coast where he

MUST KE^ THE mONT—The Department of the Environment arUv'^dIt^hS'woIld
Minister, Michael Heseltine has put a preservation order listing the Xower and we saw young
exterior only of the Liber^ Cinema, Southall in West London. Open- Kelsall playing the famed
ed in 1929 by United Picture Theatres circuit, and called The Pal- Wurlitzer 3/14 to several hun-
ace, it was designed by the brilliant theatre architect George Coles, jred couples waltzing around the
The organ was a 2/6 Compton, long removed. About a year after floor, and even more sittinglong removed. About a year alter fXoor and even more sitting

over the UPT circuit and renamed balconies gazing down as
George Coles was perhaps the it Qaumont. Then rival Rank merged Odeon with Gaumont and it the camera panned that ornate

most amazing of our cinema ar- again was renamed, this time, Odeon. Rank leter let it to Asians ballroom The architect for this
chitects. His designs ranged- who saucily re-tagged it Godeon! Now it's the Liberty. An Ameri- fantastically beautfiul place was
across the drawing board from a can-owned group want to turn it into a covered market. The Chin- nnr most orolific and the oreat-
" Thomas Lamb-like'; classical ese interior has been much altered over the years. eS^ViSorian and EdVar^ de-
chitects. His designs ranged ■ ... who saucily re-tagged it Godeon! Now
across the drawing board from a can-owned group want to turn it into a
"Thomas Lamb-like' classical ese interior has been much altered over

covered market, ihe Chin- most prolific and the great-
red over the years. est Victorian and Edwardian de

palace" interior, as his Gaumont
State in Kilburn to an exotic dotty palace in Southall, West Lon- ^ '
don's answer to Grauman's Chinese,Hollywood, complete with P
dragons head finials and pagoda pantiled roofs, and in contrast to yioj-
his starkly art deco delight, the Odeon Muswell Hill in North -q
London. Yes, Coles was so highly versatile and prolific that he fuVhi'sh
continually surprised everyone with his work. Ynn

All three of these London suburban cinemas are fighting for ^ '
their lives. A 'spot' listing by local councils will only stave off iio„g
temporarily plans for their wrecking, and all three are operated rnost'i
by Rank Leisure (Odeon and Gaumont circuits). Nowar
An American firm, if you please, wants to turn the Palace in the va

Southall,now called the Liberty and showing Asian films, into a Uipges
covered market. A superstore is planned for Kilburn's Gaumont- |p| ̂
State, and 1 think shops again for Musv/ell Hill Odeon. intcrfr

*Architectural Historian Publishes Movie Palace Book* ,,
Architectural Historian David Atwell has just published an ex-

pensive book called "Cathedrals of the Movies" which shows
these cinemas and many others, many of which I have shown
and written about in these columns over the years. It was Atwell .
who was largely responsible for getting the GLC,who rule Lond- famou
on, to "list" the fabulous Granada Cinema in Tooting in South-
west London, and the gorgeous New Victoria in London which was
years ahead of its time—a vast underwater art deco Neptune's throuo-
cave-type decor. Now called the Apollo Victoria, it houses all
kinds of stage shows. Petula Clark is due in for a revival, costing
one million dollars, of "Sound of Music'.'
Mr. Atwell doesn't know about organs, it appears.

He often refers to them as electric console organs, BJ
and not once mentions actual pipes. A pity. If he }
had done his homework better, more people like the
hoards of organ fans might have been persuaded to PchmarTr iqri
buy this enticing and well-produced book. It's selling - Y,

t into a

signers of music halls and theatres, Frank Matcham,
A book has been published to commemorate his great works like

the London Palladium,"'. London Coliseum, etc.
Matcham designed many of the most famous music halls in the

U.K. The Grand Opera House, Belfast, has been preserved and re
furbished, and this book prompted by this event was long overdue.
You can easily see where Thomas Lamb and others of the later cin
ema era 'got their exotic ideas from! Matcham liked elephants,
lions, nude cherubs by the ton. He was chief architect for the two
most important music hall chains. Moss Empires and Stoll Theatres.
Nowadays these two long-time rivals are one—Stoil-Moss, part of
the vast ACC Giant.Classic Cinemas is also part, and our third
biggest circuit. Classic are !■.;• - ;•

Classic are known for their almost total disregard for preserving
interiors and exteriors, and are attacked by Atwell in his book. Nat
urally Matcham did a few cinemas and these are Edwardian and
match his music halls of that period. Sad, isn't it all. We have
our memories and photos,

*Sister Organists Still Going Strong*
A couple who certainly have plenty of memories are our most

famous lady theatre organists—sisters Florence Dejong and Ena
Baga. Well known to many of you who have been over here, it's
true to say they are knovm widely to the general public even today
through their broadcasts, TV appearances and recordings.

London's only remaining evening paper, "The New Standard"
_d.eY.ote_d_its centre spread to them both on the 19th of December.

The article by Maureen Cleave, entitled "Rising Stars
of the Picture Show',' had the girls reminiscing about
their music packed careers playing theatre organ and
silent film piano music of which they carry over 2,000

^SSSSJ pieces in their heads. They are kept terribly busy in
V  1981 "fitting the pictures" for various (Continued,Page 6)


