Jce Duci Bella 9
9147 %. Caton Street — -
. POSTAGE g
. PAID AT |
| PASADENA,
POSTOFFICE BOX 744-C CALIF. f

PASADENA, CA 91104 : i —

173 NEW OWNERS OF
171 MANS |ON RESTORE
LLOYD CUSTOWM

Mr, and Mrs, Bernard
Solomon, who recently pur-
chased the former Harold
Lloyd Estate, " Greenacres')
have been restoring the big
mansion with furniture an
object d'art held a Harold
Lloyd Christmas Party on
December 21st to re-create
on of the famous actoxr's
most cherished projects-—
his large Christmas Tree that
was erected prior to the holi-
day period and remained
fully decorated throught each
year until it was dismantled
to permit a fresh tree (act-
ually many trees were used
to fashion the large one) tree
to be put up.

Each guest was requested
to contribute an ornament
and hang it on the tree, The
response was overwhelming
and by party's end the tree
sparkled with a great assort-
- . ment of ornaments. A major

L ~ television network filmed

g : : :  the decorating and the tree s : . : :

) T 7 was seen nationwide that ev- S o e
NO MUSIC RACK-—While Gordon Kibbee . ening. REVIVING AN OLD CUS TOM—Harold Lloy's love of
played the 2/32 Aeolian organ in the man- The mansion was open to  Christmas has been revived by the new cwners of
sion, LATOS member Sam Dickerson guests who viewed the many Greenacres, the former Lloyd mansion in Beverly
held the sheet of music for Kibbee to read. rooms and the Aeolian organ Hills, They hosted a reception to re-establish the
Later the two discovered the console did was played throughout the huge tree in the solarium and -each guest was asked
have a music rack-—the top decorative afterncon by many of the to %ring an ormament to hang on the branches, The
moulding on which ‘Sam is shown resting famous organist who live in above photo was taken midway during the reception
his right hand had a section that pulled out Southern California, and shows a good number of ornaments already hung
and dropped down into rack pcsition. It is believed the event in place,

will become an annual affair, possibly arranged as a charitable project.

LATOS TAX EXEMPT STATUS CLEARED BY-STATE; APOLOGY
GIVEN BY TOP OFFICIAL IN DELAY IN RESOVING PROBLEM

Los Angeles Chapter ATOS! tax exempt status has been cleared by the State of Califf
ornia and Ralph Beaudry, outgoing chairman has received an apology form the head of
the department for the Yong delay in settling the matter which permits the chapter to
accept donations and give tax write offs for them. The legal status of the chapter was
apparently never affected by the tax situation since the Los Angeles Theatre Organ So-
ciety was formulated for the tax exemption privilege; members of LA'ATOS were also
members of LATOS in this regard. A ruling on this phase of the action is expected at
a later date,

The mixup occurred cduring the 1979 administration. Yearly reports are required and
the chapter, for some unexplained reason,was late in submitting papers to the Tax Fran
chise Board. A $25 penalty payment should have accompanied the mailing, but the
money was not sent, The State board much later cancelled the tax exempt status and
in the late Spring of 1980 sent official notice, Beaudry immediately started corres-
pondance with the board, but his letters went unanswered until January 2nd of 1981
when the official in charge called Beaudry personally and apologized for the lengthy
delay that held up resoving the cancellation,

Beaudry was informed that if LA ATOS/LATOS would send the $25 plus a $10 "Revi-
ver fee'" the entire matter would be cleared immediately and the club would be back
in business.  Beaudry assured the official the money would be
posted that day and promptly made out his own check and sent
it off,

DECCRATOR —FPreston Kaufmann hangs
The mixup had given national president Richard R, Haight ornament brought by Console stafré—?;%ta
ammunition in his continuing battle with LA ATOS to claim offering armful of ormaments. He was also

the unit had been mismanaged., The State action proves that '  December 1980 pictured on national TV news that night.
such was not the case, especially during the Beaudry term.




HIGHTOWER !
—continued from
page !
to make money and |
Hightower noted that | |
if he had exclusive |
first run product, not !
shared with outlying
theatres, the venera -
ble State Street dow-
ager would rack up
far greater receipts,
Asked about the re-
turn of stage shows to
the Chicago, he said
such a move doesn't
appear likely due to
the astronomical costs
involved for acts, mu-
sicians, stage hands |
and scenery, |
Regarding preserva+ -
tion of the big houses| 2 ¢ &7
that are left, he had | &;
this to say: "My boss
has the best idea for
saving these theatres |
and making sure they
are preserved-—keep
them filled with pa~
trons who put their |
money down at the
box office and get a
ticket to come in-
side to enjoy a show,
That will keep them
open and running!

CAVERNOUS SIZE of the Chicago's auditorium can be
seen in the above photo, The house seats 3,900 people,

THE CHICAGO -——econtinued from page 22

but by and large the venerable stately dowager of State Street still proudly dis-
plays her French heritage of the Louis XIV period -——her architectural beauty |
is something to behold. The illuminated neo-baroque domed ceiling and the |
eight large chandeliers, the very elaborate organ grilles from which flow the |
sound of its very famous Wurlitzer fipe organ, the regal Grand Lobby with its
lofty marble columns, the gracefully curving stairways——all of this blends in-
to an opulent setting that could hardly be duplicated for the cost of its origin-
al building price.

There is also another side to the Chicago the patrons never see, but they do |
unconsciously appreciate the unseen. And this part of the theatre is as garan- |
tuan as the architectural topside of the theatre.

It comprises the boiler rooms,

DECORATION OF THE CHICAGO, which was creat—
ed by theatre architects Rapp & Rapp, is outstanding
and in full sculpted., In many of the Jater theatres

designed by the Rapps the decoration was on the or-
der of "pastry tube'} thin and lacking the definitive
finish of that given the Chicago. Photo above is
area immediately above organ grille front, Below is
area at top of balcony showing one of the ornate
isleway arches and wall treatment ,

electrical rooms, dressing rooms, orchestra rehearsal rooms, and a host of othen
basement-sub-basement and near-the-roof areas, The electrical bill is a clout
of $15,000 a month. Operational costs are around $20, 000 per month, exclusive
of salaries. To heat the auditorium which is seven stories high, half a block in|
width and seats nearly 4,000 people requires the boilers, fans, ducting and con~;
trols; this also is used in the cooling of the great house during summer months. |
It is said the Wurlitzer organ requires nine rooms around the front of the theatre,

Topside, the theatre uses almost four tons of popcorn each month, and dur-|
ing the first week of the "Blues Brothers', shown in June, 1980, 3, 335 pounds of |
hot dogs were sold! !

The Chicago has been in constant operation for all its going on 60 years and |
still is open 16 hours every day (18 on weekends) and stil% makes money for its | |
owners, Even during remodeling jobs, the theatre remained open for business, |

At one time the Chicago had the mcst lavish stage presentations of any i
motion picture theatre in the country. Today this facet of showbugin: s is al- |
most extinct, except for Las Vegas casinos, because of the tremendous costs inr
volved, Many famous artists trod the Chicago's boards before stage shows were|
abandoned in 1954, Occassionally, Chicago Area Chapter ATOS goes bigtimei

and brings in stage shows.
ORGAN lZED ADS Flute, Diapason, Viol and
Celeste, Solo String, Clar-
inet, Tuba, Trumpet, English Post Horn, Kinura. 4 ranks to 16 ft—Xylophone, |
Glockenspiel, Chrysoglott, Chimes, Marimba and Piano. Complete trap sec- |
tion. SHP 15" Spencer 3 pﬁnase, 220 volt Blower. Just removed-—ready and
available for inspection. Asking $24,500. 00 or nearest offer, Crating, shipping |
and installation available. For details phone (612) 781-9205 or write C, J. !
Newman, 901 W. Lake St. , Minneapolis, Minn, 55408, Eves:(12) 545-6061,

OCRGAN POWER PIZZA CPENS IN LEMON GROVE| day through Sunday each week, according to an announce-

Chicago's Uptown 4/28 Wurlitzer is now play-| ment released late this month, Pizza and other foods are
ing in the new Organ Power Pizza Parlor that has | avaialble. Tommy Stark is house organist, Maddie Ger-
opened in Lemon Grove,Calif, (a suburb of San | man plays drums. Organ Power Pizza is located at 3459 Im-
Diego). The pizza parlor is open from 5p Tues- | perial Avenue. Take Hyw.94 to Lemon Grove exit.

~ |
THEATRE PIPE ORGAN, | |
3 manual 12 rank includes; |
Solo Tibia, Vox Humana, |
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iT IS STILL A MAGNIFICENT STRUCTURE THAT
COMMANDS ATTENTION ON CHICAGQ'S STATE STREET

In a day when many of the great movie palaces are disappearing from cities
across the nation the venerable Chicago Theatre continues operation, "It is still
and always has been one of the greatest movie palaces in the country," stated
Joe DuciBella recently to reporter Mel Livatino, writing in Keen-Ager News

about the great theatre,

DuciBella, a member of the American Theatre Organ

Society and a director of the Theatre Histcrical Society, is well qualified to make |
the statement, He has followed the history of the theatre and many ctber of the

nation's plush palaces for many years.

Built in 1921 at a cost of $4 million, the Chicago was one of the first and is

now believed to be the oldest surviving movie palace in the country.

The huge

Detroit Fox Theatre is slightly larger in seating capacity, but it is not as old as
the Chicago, and unlike the big State Street house the Fox is not considered a

_first run house. The Chicago has always held its first run designation,

STATELY DOME—~One of the notable features of the huge Chicago Theatre is

the central dome, Not only is it an architectural ornament, it also serves func-
tionally in the heating and cooling of the cavernous auitorium with ducts feed-
ing constant air change for the comfort of patrons, It is also a prime source of
illumination for the auditorium from its cove areas. There are various color

changes of lighting in the vast dome.

MANAGING DIRECTCR STAN HIGHTOWER is
well qualified to direct the massive operation
that is the Chicago Theatre. Associated with
theatres from his teens, in his home town of
Memphis, Tennessee, he has worked in every
facet of the motion picture theatre, He has
been in projection rooms, on ushering staffs,
in box office situations and can even, if the
need arises, sit at an organ console for an em=-
ergency. He fully knows every angle of the
exhibition business and the Chicago Theatre
mirrors his experience.

Working with a reduced personnel staff he is
able, with his extensive knowledge of theatre
operations, to keep the Chicago trim and show
shape, Arriving urually about four o'clock each
afternoon, he makes frequent house inspections
to insure that everything is in order, He is al-
ways available to meet situations that occas-
sionally arise during performances or talk to
patrons concerning problems that might arise.

His day seldom ends before the early hours
of the following morning, He acts as an ac =
countant for the other P%itt theatres in the
downtown area, obtaining attendance figures
and box office receipts when they clcse each
night. These figures are tabulated by him and
relayed to the general offices of the chain.

The Chicago centinues (Continued, Page 23)

The theatre has undergone changes dur- '
ing its 60 years of operation. In 1933 there
was a remodel job to spruce it up for the
World's Fair. Then again in 1953 another
refurbishing was done and during this face
lift the elaborate over drapes on the stage,
with tall tassells, were taken down and the
plain-Jane, straight hanging beige drapes
installed in its place. ’lghe cost for dupli-
cating the original grand valance would
have been astronomical; the new ones serv-
ed to mask without beauty but cost musch,
much less,

Gone, too, is the mammoth Grand Foyer
chandeliers and the huge front window was
permanently covered. It isn"t known just
when the electric light channels covering
the outside of the building stopped working,
but the present Building Engineer has been
looking into the possibility of getting them
going again.

Many of the art treasures that once graced
console tables, statuary that was free stand-
ing, have disappeared, there is some water
damage visible and - -
high places do show
a bit of dust that
cannot be reached
without scaffolding,

(Continued,P, 23)
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ORGANS, INC.

SEND $2.00 FOR FULL INFORMATION
6101 Warehouse Way, Dept. 25, Sacramento, CA 95826
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COMBINATION SYSTEMS —
New Features:
@ Self-contained stop magnet supply —
will not load organ rectifier.
® Self-contained small battery —
will power memory IC for years.
@ Dual 16 piston memory on each
division.
@ Expandable to any size.
@ Adjustable piston delay time—
prevents accidental operation.
CONSOCLES
3 and 4 manuals
Waurlitzer theater style replicas
Will hold up to 315 stop keys
Designed for Reisner or Devtronix
magnetic stop switches
32'—16° PEDAL TONE
GENERATORS
@ Up to 4 voices
® 32 Notes
ORGAN KITS (All Electronic)

2 0 60




HAIGHT LETTER TO CORNELL ~-—-continued from page 20

and ATOS National, The mixup was discovered and the LA att-
orney was apparently contacted to correct the error, It is a new
twist that $700 was expended to make things right. In any event
Haight's use of the word "stole} even in quotes, does not release
him from making an cbvious false statement when he already
has informed the ATOS membership, via his President's Message
in the October/November 1980 issue of Theatre Organ when he
seemingly rather grudgingly admitted that '"The board report of
actions to be taken to rectify what was anhaenest error was based
on a peculiarity in California law. I am sure members will real-
ize that neither Bob Power nor Bernice Neal would knowingly do
anything detrimental to ATOS." This would indicate that the
nationa%president now still believes there was hanky panky in
California since his letter to Comell conveys that impression.

It must be remembered, too, that the mixup occurred prior to
Beaudry taking office as Chapter Chairman.

7. "Did you know that LATOS has been managed so well that the
State of California suspended their corporate franchise on May
1, 1980?" THE TRUE FACTS——In this question Haight would
like to put the blame on Beaudry's shoulders but the fact remains
that LATOS did indeed have suspension. But the suspension was
due to the previous administration failing to send $25 with the
required report which was submitted late. Even though the sus-
pension action took place, the Chapter was never given clear
advice whether it was or was not in suspensicn. This matter has
been cleared up by the State Tax Franchise Board with an apol-
ogy given the outgoing Chairman Beaudry. A story concerning
the clearance is published on the back page of this issue. It re-
futes Haight's claim the unit has been mismanaged,

Haight also noted to Cornell that he should investigate facts
before writing and added that most of Cornell's opinions and
conclusions gent to Haight were based on bad information.. He
also told the Ohio Chairman that the source of the misinforma-
tion is well known, but did not identify it. Since Cornell has
advised Haight that he had received many letters and copies of
letters, it is assumed Haight was referring to Ralph Beaudry. And
it is well-known that Beaudry merely copied Haight's letters and
wrote his own statements which have been proven correct. Per-

haps_ there is another source of misinformation unknown to any-
one but Haight?

SIERRA CHAPTER CALLS FOR REINSTATEMENT OF THE
LEDWON BY-LAWS REVISION GROUP;HAIGHT TO RESIGN

Another ATOS Chapter has called for the reinstatement of the
Ledwon By-Laws Revision Committee and resignation of the Na-
tional President, On December 12,1980, the Sierra Chapter
Board of Directors and Officers sent to Richard R, Haight the
following requests: "1, The re-instatement of the Ledwon Bylaw:
Revision Committee. 2. Your resignation from the office of
President for the good of the organization, "

While a count has not been kept of the demand for resignation
of the national president, it is known to total more than one or
two, Copies of the demands have been sent to national board
members and it is assumed action will be taken on the matter
when the group convenes in January,

REX KOURY MADE PIANO ROLL

Theatre Organist Rex Koury is also a pianist who has at least
one roll to his credit, it was discovered recently. "The Moods
of Rex Koury" were discovered in a player piano shop in Mon-
rovia, Californim, The roll was produced on the Play Rite label,
# 80458, played, of course, by Koury. It was produced for all
player pianos and does not have the expression perforations for
Ampico or other reproducing pianos. It is not kmown if Koury
has turned out more than this cone roll.

Theatre PIPE ORGAN Builders

® WURLITZER REPLICA
Consoles, Windchests,
Regulators, Tremolos,
Trap Actions.. . ..
(above items also available in Kit Form)
®SOLID STATE SYSTEMS
Relays, Trems. ...

Gorsuch Enterprises, Inc. phone (714) 560-4606
P.0. Box 11536, San Diego, CA 92111
Send for FREE Catalog
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SOLUTION TO NATIONAL'S PROBLEMS—SELL
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

INDEPENDENTLY

Did you know that at one time you could purchase the official
Eublication of the American Theatre Organ Enthusiasts without
aving to belong to the organization? Yup, it's true. And may-
be, if the idea were instituted again, all of the ATOS problems
would be solved and go away for good. Those who just want the
publication and don't give a hang about administrative ins and
outs, cculd read to their hearts' content——and at a reduced price —
while those who aspire to high office--—provided, of course, the
old guard goes out, ., for dinner, a Sunday paper, to the movies or
an organ concert-—could pay the full membership fee.

This surprising fact that anyone could buy a subscription to the
national journal without becoming a2 member was uncovered in
old files. It was an anncuncement from the American Association
of Theatre Organ Enthusiasts, 6900 Santa Monica Blvd. ,Los Angel-
es, California, bearing the interesting headline: "HEAR GEORGE
WRIGHT IN CONCERT !" The message noted that plans "are
complete for the first local meeting of the ATOE which will serve
as a chance to hear one of America's outstanding young organists
perform on a fine theatre organ, and also to bring us together for
gl’%guapose of formally organizing the Los Angeles Chapter of the

The occasion was George Wright at the console of the 4/24 Lor-
in Whitney Robert-Morton organ, 8:30pm,Monday, November 26,
1956.

A separate sheet included with the announcement listed "Chart-
er Members $10 initially and $4 annual renewal; regular members
$4 annually; subscription to THE TIBIA only $3 annually (No
membership).

CITY OF HATTIESBURG RESTORING THEATRE;
PURCHASES ORIGINAL MORTON PIPE ORGAN

An interested, enthusiastic, aggressive mayor and civic cultural
groups have cooperated in the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, to
flaot a million dollar bond issue to restore three historic buildings,
one of which is the Saenger Theatre, now owned by the city and
destined to become a performing arts center,

As if this project were not enough, an outsider, who once was
a citizen of the city when he was organist at the Saenger, Robert
McRaney took an interest in the restoration of the theatre and
convinced the project group they should have an organ to com-
plete the theatre; he even hinted that it might be possible to ac-
quire the original Robert-Morton pipe organ. His infectious
dream-like idea cavght the imagination of the group and within
a brief period talks were started with Frank Evans 90 miles north
in Meridian about selling the original instrument which he had
purchased several years prior,

McRaney was appointed consultant for this part of the project
and completed negotiations with Evans for the purchase of the or-
gan. The deal was finalized December 4th when the organ was
delivered to the theatre amid a "Welcome Home" ceremony,
with radio, television, newspapers and many city officials and
civic leaders present to participate in the ceremony.

Theatre restoration is scheduled to begin early in January when
plasterers go in to restore the auditorium, It is reported the
house was twinned before it finally ceased cperating and some
interior finish was damaged for that type of construction.

Plans are being made to have the building ready by November
1981 which will be the 53rd anniversary of the opening of the
Saenger. ABC Interstate Theatres gave the building to the City
of Hattiesburg in 1974, It is now listed on the National R egister
of Historic Places,

The original installation was two manuals, six ranks, McRaney
noted that the instrument was never large enough for the theatre
and that Evans had rebuilt the console at his home into three
manuals and added two ranks, It will be increased in size as
funds become available to purchase or receive donations of pipe-
work, A solid state relay is also blueprinted for addition to the
organ.

BIG TRAIN ROBBERY COMING TO SAN GABRIEL CIVIC

"The Great K & A Train Robbery" starring Tom Mix and Gay-
lord Carter at the console of the Mighty Wurlitzer comes to San
Gabriel Civic Auditorium Saturday, April 25th at 8:30pm. Spon-
sored by the Culteral Heritage Foundation, Pacific Railway Society,
Orange Empire Railway Museum, Electric Raliway Historical So-
ciety and the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, the
program will raise funds for restoration work on the Palms Station
which is now located in Heritage Square, Los Angeles' turn-of-
the -century collection of Victorian homes and the rajlway station.
e — All seats for the single performance are
$4. 00 and may be ordered in advance by
sending a check or money order to: Cultur-
al Heritage Foundation, P. O. Bex 8726
San Merino, Califiornia 91108. Self add-
ressed, stamped envelopes are requested
. to gend tickets to purchasers.







