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There have been a variety of motion picture palaces preserved as performing arts centers throughout the United States m recent
vears the Art Deco Paramount in Oakland, California; the Eberson atmospherics in Akron and Marion, Ohio, and Miami; the lav-Ish Ri.lto in Joliet; and fce stately St Lou« in St. Lo-s^nd^no™ Ae Ci^ty
for the
itect. 1-
accomplished a great deal in its total refurbishing,
is their desire to re-install a theatre pipe organ,
in this issue beginning on Page Eleven.

ie performine arts. It is Loew's State Theatre, one of the fantasy-like creations of the late Thomas Lamb, noted ^eatre arch-
The enthusiastic citizens who took up the challenge to save this unique movie palace dating from the twenties have already~ y are still busy making plans for the structure and have announced that it

ilans for this former theatre and accompanying photo essay are published
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LETTERS HAVE BEEN WRITTEN TO NATIONAL BOARD
MEMBERS REQUESTING ACTION ON PREXY'S TACTICS

Relative calm has settled over the American Theatre Organ Society storm of discord
that has been prompted by the letters the organization's national president has been send
ing to various memhers and chapter heads in answer to their direct complaints to him ov
er the firing of John Ledwon as head of the bylaws revision committee and the apparent
discarding of the revisions. Requests call for re-instatement of Ledwon as head of the
committee, some go so far as to accuse the national head of overstepping his authority,
and almost all are surprised at the general tone of the president's answers.

The calmness will possibly prevail until the national board holds a meeting; the one
that had been scheduled was cancelled. But the board must convene soon to consider
the complaints individual board members have been receiving about the actions of the
national president. Chicago Area Chapter disclosed that a letter has been drafted and
sent to the board members about the attitude displayed recently by the national presi-
dent. The Chicago officials contend that the national head of the organization is not
acting in a manner representative of the club and that the national board must take the
matter in hand and correct it. The unit does not recomize any actions that have been
handed down by the president. Chicago is not the only unit (Continued on Page Three)
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RELATIVE CALM SETTLES OVER ATOS
continued from page one

that has become involved in writing board members.
Los Angeles Chapter hired itself an attorney to look
into the charges it will file against national if the
board does not take action on the various complaint
filled letter that is being sent to all directors. The
unit has threatened to go to court over the problems
if national board members do nothing.

Although relative calm seems to be holding at
present, uie ATOS problem cauldron is boiling un
der its lid and with the information received by The
Console there is a growing number of chapters that
are registering concern over the state of affairs in
the organization,

♦Twelve Units Represented In Chicago*
Most significant of all was the hastily arranged

meeting that took place in a private meeting room
of the Bismarck Hotel in Chicago during the three-
day ATOS regional meeting.

Discussion ranged from building clout to use a-
gainst national officials if they contiue to ignore
the many letters that are being written to outright
formation of a new federation of clubs that would
cooperate but be in complete charge of their own
areas. One chapter official suggested a moritorium
be declared and the status quo as it was prior to the
trouble be used until a specially appointed commi
ssion could make a complete investigation and de
termine what could be done to resolve the discord.
This was downed by those present because of the
great delay it would cause. Those attending the
session were adamant about clearing up all problems
without delay.

A majority of those attending favor the federation
over the present government which has taken away
all representation and voice by individual chapters.
The consensus expressed the thought that it is at the
chapter level where ATOS makes its showing it
is the individual units that own, restore, and present
theatre organ to the public. The chapters, not in
dividual members, cany through the original intent
of the organisation in the preservation and education
goals; without such groups ATOS would soon fall a-
part since there would be little in the way of news
to keep a publication going. The members attend
ing this meeting also went on record a^eeing that
national is nothing more than a publishing house,
a clearing agency for setting convention dates and
a consumer of wealth furnished by its members.

The session lasted well over an hour and a half
and the final decision was to promote greater co
operation between the chapters that are attempting
to bring about change within the organization. It
was also decided that a regular bulletin service to
inform each unit of the progress or lack of progress
being made would be started. One wiseacre sug
gested that it should be called "Chapter Executive
Newsletter" and numbered, along the lines recently
adopted by ATOS Prexy Dick Haight—but have its
columns wide open to any member with comments
to make. The bulletin service was sanctioned
and Tim Needier offered to oversee its production.

Before the meeting closed it was announced the
special room had been rented at a cost of $25, and
tnat ?if anyone cared to contribute donations would
be welcome. Within minutes the amount was do
nated and an overage was handed Needier to help
with the cost of producing the bulletin,

♦Federation Over Chapters*
General acceptance of the federation idea was

given high approval by those in attendance. One
member expressed the opinion that chapters be
done away with so that all money would remain at
local level "where it would do tne most good" and
a loose federation between such locals would effect
exchange of ideas, help promote a concert circuit,
build some type of publicity to further educational
work about theatre organ. Each local could have
regional meetings which would follow the week
end affairs similar to that presented by Chicago. It
was agreed that shorter meetings such as regionals
could be opened to all who might wish to attend.
(Regional events are not scheduled by national
and, consequently, could be attended by associate
as well as regular members since there is no offi
cial voting or meetings).

The tw^ve clubs or chapters represent about
2,000 members in ATOS.

THIS ONE'S A TRIFLE LATER THAN USUAL
Monthly issues of The Console are published at the close of each month; and

this one is no different—except it will undoubtedly appear later than the ISfe
of December, The reason is quite simple; Chicago Area Chapter ATOS had
a regional mini-convention and the editor had a vacation (his cotnpany dis
covered he was due six weeks extra time. So he took two of the six to permit
taking in three fine (but cold) days in the Windy City. Also, while in town,
he attended a meeting called by concerned ATOS members dealing with the
present problems confronting the organization. So, even though the issue is a
trifle later than usual, there is news about what the concerned are discussing.
TOLEDO CHAPTER BREAKS UFf-

Approximately 30 members of the Toledo, Ohio, Chapter ATOS have pulled
out of the unit and are forming Maumee Valley Keyboard Club after charging
that political activity within the club and assumption of direction of instaaing
the Marr & Colton pipe organ in a former theatre now owned by the Catholic
Church by persons other than members of the club. The news of the break
up was reported by Warren H. Cottle, one of the members who has been abng-
time contributor to the project, , n

"We have two pipe organs that we can work on and find a place to install
them," Cottle said. He noted that the name Keyboard has been used in place
of organ so that the new club can include all types of keyboard instruments in
its scope. This will permit programming greater musical shows so that pipe
organ and other instruments can be used together. It will take the theatre or
gan out of its antique niche and place it
MAYBE A HOME FOR AN ORGAN?

WILTERN PROPERTY PURCHASED;THEATRE WILL BE
PART OF RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

Los Angeles' once endangered Wiltern Theatre has been purchased by Rat-
kovich, Bowers, Inc. , and investor Anthony Mansour and will become part of a
new entertainment and retail complex, it was disclosed in a story appearing
in the November 18th issue of the Los Angeles Times.

According to the news item, "the complex is expected to include the form
er Franklin Life Building, which houses the theatre, as well as additional Ptop~
erty in the area. A spoicesman for the buyers of the building,nearly demolish
ed by Franklin Life, said specific plans for the 2, 344-seat theatre and 12-story
office building would be announced later this month."

"The Wiltern,built in 1931,no longer contains its original fixtures; they were
not included when the new agreement was made and had been sold prior to the
purchase. A spokesman for Ratkovich,Bowers, which has a background in pre
serving and enhancing landmark buildings, said the company has been unable
to locate the fixtures. ^♦Kimball Figures In News Item*

Also noted in the news release, written by reporter Deidre Childrss, is the
fact the Wiltern once housed the world's second largest theatre pipe organ (as
built by Kimball), which was owned by Pacific Theatres and removed from
the structure before the building's planned demolition. It was moved to the
Pacific Hollywood Theatre to storage and a spokesman for Pacific Theatres
chain said "the interior of the Pantages Theatre (also owned by Pacfici) will
be remodelled to accomodate the organ." m

LATOS Member Cliff Schwander, who is a consultant to Pacific Theattes,
is the liaison man between chain and club officials on the future of the installa-
tion of this huge instrument.

OLD TOWN PLANNING 'ORGAN-1 ZED'NEW YEAR'S EVE
One of the few places in the United States where theatre organ buffs will be

able to enjoy an evening of Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ music and see the New
Year in with the sound of the Mighty in all its glory is; Old Town Music Hall,
140 Richmond Street, El Segundo,Calif. The program features a Wurlitzer
prologue, old fashioned sing-a-long, old time comedies and newsreels and
complimentary refreshments. All seats are reserved at $5 each for the show
that starts at 8:30pm, December 31st. For complete information call the
Hall (213) 322-2592.
JOHN STEELE PLANNING CONCERT AT BEAUMONT,TEX.

John Steele, well-travelled theatre organist, who is currently playing at
Scoobie's picturesque restaurant in Houston, Texas, announced plans to pre
sent a concert of the three-manual Robert-Morton organ in the Jefferson Thea
tre at Beaumont, Texas. Although not disclosed in the press release, the date
of the program was possibly November 13fh.

This is the instrument that was maintained by the late A1 &tcker and played
by him for many of the programs that were part of the Jefferson's regular op
eration during the period it was a motion picture theatre. He was instrument
al in forming a club to help work on the organ and also became interested in
the preservation of the theatre as a performing arts center.

"The Beaumont Theatre group are fantastic people Steele reported. "They
have worked hard on the Robert-Morton, and the console looks like it just
came out of the factory," he added.
TWO MANUAL STRIAGHT WURLITZER CONSOLE AVAILABLE

Arcadia Congregational Church, on Santa Anita Avenue, one block north of
Las Tunas, Arcadia,Caliif. ,has a two-manual Wurlitzer console with straight
stop tablet rail available for immediate sale. Interested parties are advised
to call the church officem Monday through Friday, from 9am to 12 noon for
information and arrangements to see the console. Call (213) 447-8053.
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TWO TOP UK
ORGANISTS
DIE; ORGAN
FEATURED IN

ANNIVERSARY

1 have the sad news to report to you the death of high-
ly popular Horace Finch on September 29th at the age
74. He was of course chief organist at the huge Empress .
Ballroom, Blackpool and part of the Winter Gardens-

After an accident to his hand in November 1962, at
the Empress backstage,he was forced to retire. Born in
St. Helens, Lancashire, he was about to persue a career .
as a concert pianist, but hd also studied organ and soon
dropped concert plans to concentrate on playing the pi-
ano and leading orchestras in cinemas during the silent

In 1926 he became pianist in the band at the Tower "
Ballroom,under the baton of Dan Godfrey,Jr., and then l ^
later on under the famous Bertini. In 1929 when the / i/.:. . y'-.
first Wurlitzer was installed in the Tower Ballroom he '
learned to play a unit-type organ under Max Bruce. He , t
did not play the organ in public. When the original 1 4
Tower Wurlitzer was enlarged and moved to the Empress
Ballroomj Horace was appointed chief organist there. Horace Finch
He became very popular and in no time was put under
contract to Rex Records. He became a national overnight success with his clean style oi
playing and a sound very much his own. His broadcasts became regular. There were
Dixon fans and Finch fans at Blackpool, but somehow Horace always seemed to be put
slightly in the shadow of Dixon. Frankly, it would be difficult for any organist on earth
to compete with the fanatical fan worship accorded Dixon. Many thought his playing to
be cleaner and more accurate—the argument still rages today!

After his retirement, this shy man who was honoured by Wurlitzers in drawing up the
specifications of the last Wurlitzer of all, the Opera House,Blackpool,3/13, which he
opened in July 1939, lived with his wife in quiet retirement near Blaclqpool and was nev
er known to have played an organ again. His playing on the Blackpool Opera House or
gan became famous; the organ was acclaimed by Wurlitzers as their finest in Europe. It
was played by him for broadcasts, recordings,summer season stage shows, movie solos in
winter. During the war he was in the R. A. F. and then returned to the Empress Ballroom
and continued his broadcasts; following his retirement many LPs were made from private
tapes and broadcasts and issued on the Deroy label.
How he managed to play such excellent rhythmic music on that lovely organ with its

immense cathedral-like acoustics of the gigantic ballroom I'll never know. The console
rose through a trap door in the bandshell and the chambers were above him. He nver
really could hear himself immediately. When I was researching my Blackpool nostal
gia story for The Console he told me, "frankly, if I couldn't manage to play as I had
always done, I certainly couldn't think of settling for anything less. " A great loss, but
fortunately we still have Horace on records.

Another Blackpool "usic maker. Ken Turner, the musical director of the Blackpool
Tower Company, has died suddenly. Ken was a great trumpet player and lead bands,
plus booked artists and was an organist himself. His passing will be a great blow to the
Tower group. He had appeared on stage with Ernest Broadbent and American organists
such as Dennis James and Lyn Larsenlat the Opera House.

I have also to report the death of another well-known British theatre organist, Ray
Baines. A former star of the Gaumont-British circuit and Granada cinemas,his death at
62 was following an illness. Young Ray was a brilliant pianist and devoted fan of the
the great Kitty Masters, who was a vocalist with the popular Henry Hall Band in the U. K
He entered showbiz
through a stroke of ' . .lu.
luck. Kitty was ap-
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Sam Browne and the great George Formby,
gaining great respect and a wealth of ex
perience. Whilst touring the cinemas and
variety theatres he met Harold Ramsay,
who was then musical director and chief
organist of the very organ-minded Union
Cinemas. Very impressed, Ramsay per^-i ■
suaded Ray to become a meatre organist.
He was appointed as a pupil and assistant
to Sidney Torch and toured the circuit ap
pearing all over the nation with that fam
ed artist.

After leaving Union to tour with the
Granada Theatres, he commenced broad.-
casting regularly with them. After the war
he departed Granada to join Gaumont-
British and was based mainly at the beauti
ful Gaumont Finchley in North London, and
even the at the larger Gaumont-British
Lewisham in Southeast London, He was
generous and well4iked and gave a great

(Continued on Page 241
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Santa Ana, California, located approximately 45 miles southeast of

Los Angeles, is the county seat of Orange Coun^. In the pre-crunch
gasoline d^s there were many ct^an buffs who belonged to Los Angeles
Chapter ATOS and managed to attend most of the affairs sponsored by
the unit. Then came long lines of auto extending for blocks from the
few stations that were open to serve them. Price was no object—just
get enough gas to get to work and back.

This put a crunch on attending shows that were sometimes over 45
miles away. But when gasoline supplies eased up the Orange County
buffs still drove distance to hear organs. At last, however, the price
per gallon rose steadily and less driving was in order.
The gasoline shortage may not have been the only cause that started

Don Cooke thinking about having an associate chapter of the Los Angel-
es unit, but it was a good case in point, especially after he had learned
about some of the organs that were located in the immediate area.
He became enthusiastic over the idea of expanding ATOS in Orange

County to bring into the fold more buffs who might not be inclined to
drive the long round trip to L, A., but who would be interested in be-
coming involved locally.
At one time Cooke had associates whom, at different times, agreed

to write the national arm of ATOS for charter applications for Orange
County. They sent off their letters but never received an answer of any
sort from the national home office. When Cooke attended a national
convention and inquired about the requests—if they had been discussed
or even mentioned—he was told that nothing had been said and was
advised to "wait until later on'i

Don waited until May of 1979 when he called a meeting of known
organ enthusiasts in Orange County to get the pulse of interest of his CONSOIh

neighbors. Out left, Chri
/  V-^ • • • B meeting concert h

came the infor- where tea
■  raation that dis- —

interest of his CONSOIh

A DEDICATED GROUP^ OF 61
ONCE TRIED TO OBTAIN A
CHARTER FROM ATOS; THEY
WERE SNUBBED AND *WENT
IT ALONE'—NOW THEY'RE
SO BUSY THEY DON'T HAVE
TIME FOR CHARTER THINKING

 RESTORATION is carried on by Dexter Welton
neighbors. Out left, Chris Timme and Don Cooke on stage floor of the
of that meeting concert hall next to Santa Ana High School auditorium
came the infor- where ten-rank Robert-Morton organ is installed.
raation that dis-
closed where some of the pipe organs were located in the county and the
feasibility for more installations. One of these organs was installed in the
auditorium at Santa Ana High School. Cooke asked Bill Alexander to in
vestigate the status of the instrument.

Bill went hunting and met Phyllis Randall, a drama teacher at the school,
who was acting Stage Manager. She related to Alexander that there was in
deed a pipe organ in the auditorium—a two-manual, ten-rank Robert-Mor
ton—and would he like to see it? He did and she then took him on tour ,
going from the roof clinging third-floor chamber area down to the blower
room in the basement. It was the grand tour of the instrument. She also
told Bill that officials of the school were elated over the prospect of having
the organ playing again. It had been —continued on Page Six

m

EARLY DAY COMPENSATOR—One of the antiques
inherited by the Orange County Organ Society is a
1925 General Electric two stage line compensator
for the five horsepower Spencer blower, both pictur
ed above. The organ, it has been determined, was
originally installed in the San Diego Orpheum Thea
tre during the early 1920s.
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THREE FLOORS UP Lyle Ross is busy terminating
switch cable while Jackie Ross places designation
strips on terminal. Don Schmidt, in foreground, works
on pneumatics; Chris Timme, in main chamber, is
seen partially through doorway taking measurements
for work to be done later.
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SWITCH STACK AND RELAY——Dick Collins, Schmidt checks pneumatics, I
left, wires key relay magnets while Lyle Ross, Rcss and Barbara Welton.who
on right, wires the switch stack cable,

ORANGE COUNTY ORGAN SOCIETY continued
dormant for about fifteen years. Bill Alexander reported back to Don Cooke what
he had found. Another appointment was then made, this time including Chris
Timme, Don Cooke and himself, Phyllis Randall served again as tour guide for
inspecting the Robert-Morton.

During their tour in the building, one man asked if the blower could be "fired
up". "Sure'J was the prompt reply made by the school official.

After checking all the wind lines for debris that might have accumulated during
the 15-year silence, the blower was turned on, "Boy! What a thrill/ recalled one
of those on the tour, "not one cipher! " After operating a few magnets and hearing
the organ sound off the three were elated. The next step was to meet with top of
ficials of the school and make arrangements to get started on the extensive work of
restoring the instrument.

A meeting was held with Harlan Anderson, Principal of Santa Ana High and the
agreement to start work on the organ was reached. It was next that people be
found who would enjoy working on the Robert-Morton organ,
Don Cooke made another announcement to Orange Countians about the need for

an organ society in Orange County which now had an organ to work on, August
30,1979 was historically important for this project and Ae society as well. A total
of twenty-nine people showed up at a meeting and twenty-seven of those signed
up as members on the spot, forming the Orange County Organ Society, Charter
membership was held open until September 30th, by which time the society had
grown to 61 members. Officers were elected pro tern until a constitution and by
laws could be written. By November, 1979 the two legal documents were author
ed and accepted by the membership, Don Cooke, of Westminster, was elected

chmidt checks pneumatics, D

BUSY HANDS—In this photo shewing the opposite end of the relay room on
the third floor of the auditorium building at Santa Ana High School, Don
S on Cooke looks at work being done by Jackie
Ross and Barbara Weltoo,who are making rank terminal designation strips.

President, Dexter Welton, of Fountain Valley,
irted back to Don Cooke what became Vice President, Dorothy Bromage, who
this time including Chris active in the AMICA organization, and

itved again as tour guide for in La Habra, was elected Secretary-
Treasurer. Chris Timme, a resident oi the

f the blower could be "fired ^^ty of Orange, was named Technical Advisor,
lol official, and Bill Alexander, of Santa Ana, was elected
ight have accumulated during Program Director.
What a thrill/ recalled one ^Picked Up Another Morton*

ing a few magnets and hearing This Executive Board procured the addition-
step was to meet with top of- projects of working on the three-manual,
:arted on the extensive work of ten-rank Robert-Morton pipe organ at the '

Anaheim High School, and a two-manual,
al of Santa Ana High and the fourteen-rank church organ at St,Luke's
t was next that people be Lutheran Church in Westminster, where the
n organ, society held a re-dedication of that instru-
Countians about the need for nient with a concert featuring John Brown on

I organ to work on, August 1979,
id the society as well. A total addition to restoring the two theatre or-
venty-seven of those signed gans now under their jurisdiction, plus the •
Ity Organ Society. Charter future possibility of still another, larger pipe
which time the society had organ, it is the goal of Orange County Organ
n until a constitution and bv- Society to have a (—continued on Page Seven
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GATHERING PLACE when this photo was taken was the relay
room, on the diird floor. Relay placed on flooring put over
deep larger room adjacent to chamber areas. In photo Chris
Timme,extreme left, supervises while Jackie Ross and Barb
ara Welton make designation strips for rank terminals, and
Dick Collins, extreme right, wires key terminals. November 1980

THE END-
cable.

-Lyle Ross terminating switch



SWELL SHADE OPENING for Main Chamber} Solo
side is also same size. Sound goes out over stage
and enters auditorium through open grilles shown
in photo at lower right of page.
0ON^~C0UNTT"0RGAN"sra

-—-continued

scholarship program for the youth of Orange Coun
ty, and to present concerts and silent film festi
vals. The Society also plans to conduct education
al programs. " This we hope will enlighten the Or^
ange County Communities in the enrichment of
organ entertainment," Don Cooke said.
The word 'theatre' was not added to the society

name so that the club would not be limited in its
scope of organ activities. If there is an organ in
Orange County that is in need of restoration, and
suitable arrangements can be made to put it in
playing condition—OCOS will be there.
Now you can see why the group has no time to

stop and fret over not getting an ATOS charter!

%
DIAPASON RANK as it is installed in the Solo

Chamber at Santa Ana High School.

5':

Santa Ana High School
Auditorium was re
furbished in 1946,

Organ tone chute open
ings can be seen above
in photo on either side
of chandelier.

Two members of the so

ciety own pipe organs—
Chris Timme has a self-
contained Louiseville
and Dexter Welton has
a 3m/22r classical or
gan "with a mean trem
olo! "
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PLANNING MARCH,
1981 PROGRAM
If timetabling continues
as scheduled now the
will present a concert
and a film festival on
the Robert-Morton or-
fan at Santa Ana High
uring March, 1981 fea

featuring Gaylord Car
ter and Chris Elliott at
the console.

SESSIONS
Meetings are held every
. Mnrula.v,riieht..-

- ,5-
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