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FIRST CLASS MAILINGS ARE
discontinued; annual rate
IS increased to cover
postage,product I ON- COSTS

First class mail subscription has been ter
minated and all issues being mailed out this
month are on the second class schedule". All
subscribers with remaining first class issues
due them will have their subscriptions extend
ed to take care of the balance of first class
funds due them.

In addition to discontinuing the first class
rate it has been necessary to increase the an
nual subcription rate to $10 in the U. S. and
$11 for Canadian and overseas, the first in
crease since 1978.

Subscription changes were dictated follow
ing an audit of postal and production costs,
plus the announcement by the Postoffice that
first class rates will possibly be raised to 20
cents per ounce shortly after the first of the
year. It is also possible that second class
mail charges may be increased.
The audit revealed that The Console has

been losing money due to the continued in
crease in printing, photoengraving, photography
Mechanical negatives and postage costs. The

(Continued on Page 6)

HAIGHT DEMANDS
DESIGNATION, Bat
Beaudry Says "Nope!"
In an unprecedented action, Richard R. Haight,President of the American Theatre

Organ Society, this mondi demanded the resignation of Ralph Beaudry, Chairman of
Los Angeles Chapter. Beaudry has answered that he cannot honor the demand.

Height's demand was based on the letter that the L. A. chairman wrote to the
California State Department of Justice,Registrar of Charitable Trusts, requesting
assistance in obtaining from the national club treasurer information relative to the
annual financial report as published in the official publication, an open audit of the
club books, and, in a second matter, he requested an opinion of the dismissal of
John Ledwon as chairman of the bylaws revision project.

Haight charged Beaudty's request to the state agency as being done solely to em
barrass and/or harass the officers and directors of ATOS. He also charged that the
L. A, chairman with mismanagement of the affairs of the unit and declared that it
had brought about a substantial loss in membexshift "both for the chapter and nation
al, a loss which we can ill afford. " He called for Beaudry's immediate resignation
and warned the L. A. chairman that if he did not comply it was his intention to make
public, copies of Beaudry's correspondence. He also enclosed in his letter a resigna
tion form and self-addressed stamped envelope for Beaudry's use and demanded a re
ply by October 20di.
The facts behind the action taken by Beaudry stem from his failure to obtain any

reply to two letters written itoitheinational secretary/treasurer last July 3rd and July
27th. He also wrote a third letter requestion minutes of a board meeting on July 18th
and did not get them. After waiting almost three months, Beaudry sent his letter to
the state agency as the only recourse open to him and the Los Angeles chapter board.
Answering Haight's charge of mismanagement, Beaudry said,"I must point out that

LATOS—the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society—is an independent California Cor
poration (and also indepndent to the IRS) and you, not being a member of LATOS,
have no right to attempt to interfere in our internal affairs." He then noted that he
would attempt, as a courtesy to Haight, to explain what was misconstrued by Haight
to be mismanagement. He recounted that, LATOS had suffered a loss of over $1,500
early in 1980 when a professional publicist was employed (Continued on Page 30)SDR .VI RGTlTfOX DIES AFTER LONG ILLNESS

Dr. Virgil Fox, internaionally famed organ virtuoso, died Satur
day morning, October 25th, in a Florida hospital after a long bout
with cancer. One of the most flamboyant of the classical concert
artists, Dr. Fox was perhaps the most publicized and innovative or-
ganistever to appear in public. He was also highly successful dur
ing his musical career and had established an enormous following j
his presentations were attractive to young people in that he made
the classics enjoyable through not only his playing but his brief talks
on selections he played in his concert programs.
He continued to appear in public until recently despite the dis

comfort and pain caused by his illness. Approximately one week
prior to his death Mrs. Marian Cook and Henry Hunt, well-known
theatre organ enthusiasts, who have travelled to Europe with the
famed organist and visited numerous times at his home in Florida,
flew there for a visit and reported he was in a whe^xhair at that
time but still was able to get about.
Dr. Fox recorded a great many organs during his lifetime. One of

(Continued on Page 26)

GEORGE"WRIGHT TRIES PASADENA CIV!0
George Wright was invited to Pasadena Civic Auditorium during

the evening of October 12th to try out the five-manual Civic Or
gan, The invitation was exteaded by Dave Junchen, who heads
maintenance of the large instrument. Wright told the organman he
would stay but a few minutes knowing Junchen's early morning
schedule and the need for sleep.

J

GOOD NEWS—Terry Robson stands beside the Robert-Morton
console he has moved into position on October 4th to be wired
into the 12-rank instrument he is currently installing in the
Roseway Theatre, Portland, Oregon. Additional photos and
information appear on Page rl7i-' of this issue.

unchen reported Wright became so enthralled with the organ
that he remained on the bench two hours and stated he thought it
to be a thrilling pipe organ.

Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society had previously contacted the
noted theatre organist about presenting a concert under the club's
sponsorship. At the time Wright was non-committal until he could
spend some time with the instrument to determine if it would be
suited to his style of concert playing. Nothing was disclosed about
what he may be planning to do, but many organ buffs are hoping
he will appear in concert at this instrument.
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TWO WURLITZERS—Auctioneer Marguiles and
an assistant from Salt Lake City were in Prove,
Utah, Sept. 26th to auction off two Wurlitzer
theatre organs, part of the residue of the ill-
fated pizza operations in Prove and Salt Lake.
Marguiles stands in front of the console of the
Provo pizza parlor 3/15 or 16 pipe organ. This
organ sold for $26,000.

SECOND WURLITZER —The 3/ 20 Wurlitzer, stor
ed in Provo along with the Style 260 shown at
left, was inspected by Larry Bray, holding console
shell lid, Bill Brown, noted Phoenix pizza parlor
potentate, Marian Cook, who was on hand for the

HENRY HUNT inspects the
piano which belongs to the
3/20 Wurlitzer. Due to little
advertising, there were only

auction, and Henry Hunt, whose Style 260 is now registered bidders at the
installed and playing in his Detroit pizza palace. auction. Since the organs
This organ, which was not in as good condition as were part of a bankrupt ac-
the sm^ler Wurlitzer, sold for $20,000. tion,the low attendance did

not give the former owners
a fair shake, one cf the bidd
ers said.

Bill and Joe plan two concerts a a fair shake, one cf the bidd
CONCERTS ON RESIDENCE WURLITZER AID
LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY ON CAPE

by B, J. Allen
Bill Hastings has just finished a season of twenty-three concerts

-
week instead of one—every ers said.
Thursday and Friday. Anyone
planning a trip to Cape Cod and wish to attend, should write
and reserve well in advance to: Truro Historical Society, Box
486, Truro, Mass. 02666. Mention the date you wish to attend.

played on the "Jobi WurliUer," formerly m tailed in the State Thea- -^qdress FOR LARSEN MUSIC BOOK ORDERS
Lyn Latsen's Theatre Organ Collection book of seven originalTOBI HOUSE in North Truro, Cape Cod, Mass. The concerts were selections by the well-known console artist may be ordered

limited to between 50 and 60 people, who could sit in relative direct from Gentry Publications, P.O.Box 333,Tatzana, Calif,
comfort in the large music room. Stand-by lists were always long, . ^ 9^355 unusual music/picture book was discussed
homniT -Fnr a ranrpl lafinn AHrm?<3Tm was all nrnr.pp.H.c crn- '"'r uLiuoua. w

TOBI HOUSE in North Truro, Cape Cod, Mass. The concerts were
limited to between 50 and 60 people, who could sit in relative
comfort in the large music room. Stand-by lists were always long,
hoping for a canc^lation i. Admission was $3, with all proceeds go
ing to the Truro Historical Society.
The Wurlitzer is a superb installation by the Foley-Baker Co., of

Manchester,Conn., and has been called by many;"The best home
installation ever." It speaks directly into the froom from two cham
bers located behind the console. One would expect the volume to
be intolerably, but because of the spacious chambers, and room, it
creates a most exciting sound. No additions or alterations have beet
made to the instrument. It is exactly as Wurlitzer designed it, ex
cept for the replacement of the "Trash Can Cover Cymbals" with
Zillgians, and a reiteration unit on the big one.

Bill's concerts consist of music from all periods except Rock
from light classic to pop, but the accent is on romantic music that
lets the organ soar and sing. One fan letter sums it up: "He seems
to be making love to the organ."
One of the eagerly awaited highlights of each program is whenOne of the eagerly awaited highlights of each program is when

B

n the September issue of The Console.
*Larsen In Four Eastern Appearances*

Lyn Larsen made four appearances on the East Coast this
month. His first was October 4th at John Dickinson High School
in place of George Wright, who, according to the Richmond
Organ Enthusiasts Club News, was ill and had to cancel, on
short notice. On October 17 and 19 he played two concerts at
the Thomaston Opera House in Connecticut, and on October
25th returned to the Auditorium Theatre,Rochester, New York,
to play his fifth concert for the Rochester Theatre Organ So
ciety.

ORIGINAL CLOUD IVIACHINES RETURNING
It will not be necessary to spend almost two hundred thousand

dollars for replacement cloud machines to install in the former
Loew's Richmond Theatre, now the Virginia Center for the Per
forming ArR —the originals are being returned. The present
owner learned of the desire to have the originals returned and

^ , Richmond Theatre, now the Virginia Center for the Per-
ill's partner Joe Colliano joins Him on the grand piano for several _the originals are being returned. The present

selections, j -n ..i. « owner learned of the desire to have the originals returned and
The concerts will be resumed next May, and will continue throng Mrs. Nina Abady, Director of the Center, to advise her

the Summer and early Autumn. Because of the demand for tickets, be delivered in the near future.
One of the missing pieces of statuary believed to be one of

'  -s Micheal Angelo Studio pieces, which was Architect John
2  (9 Eberson's firm-—was found backstage under a pile of insulating

S material. It is large, over five feet tall, and stood in a niche
2  w high above the left side of the proscenium. In perfect condi-
>y ! *' . ".'H € 11 I I I >2 tion, whoever removed it from its perch used extreme care in
M  I I I l a 2 that it weighs almost 100 pounds and was at least 30 feet above
2  I . 2 orchestra floor. Two other pieces of statuary ate still miss-
«  j -■ . OUR COMPLETE 68-f PAGE CATALCX3 >2 '"^he Drama Department at the University of Richmond has
2  I ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA! ($ agreed to return the large ornamental display frame that sat inS  I , • 2 the lobby for many years. This is a beautiful piece of work
2  j ecwn TnnAv 2 made for Loew's in the Eberson studios.2  stNU luUAY « theatre is presently undergoing restoration and will be
2  2 the home of the Richmond Symphony Orchestra. In addition,
1  ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY | J°cal cr.an
2  1018 LORENZ DRIVE - BOX "*29 2 wculdbe a replacement for the 3/13
2  ANKENY IOWA 50021 2 1 B Wurlitzer that was donated by Loew's
2  2 to the American Film Institute but
2  (ft never erected and subsequently sold to

laftA ^ Texas theatre organ buff who has thec  instrument in storage.

CUR COMPLETE 68-f PAGE CATALOG
ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!

SEND $4.25 TODAY

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
1018 LORENZ DRIVE - BOX -"29

ANKENY, IOWA 50021



There ate irrefutable facts that no amount of rationalizing can alter in reviewing ATOS,
its goals, policies and actions by those who favor the status quo operation and those who
seeK to make changes they feel will improve ihe organization.

Restoration, preservation, and the most widespread participation in the enjoy
ment of the theatre pipe organ was envisioned by the founder of the society,
the late Richard C. Simonton, He desired representation in every city— a
national network of chapters that would build a great organization to promote
the theatre pipe organ.

Most of the present discord within ATOS stems from two things: 1 The Bylaw Revision
project; 2—the inability of members to obtain reasonable answers to questions pertaining
to the operation of the organization.

Unless the revisions to the Bylaws are put into effect there will be no changes
in the Society. Those who seek to infuse new ideas and new blood into it are
powerless to accomplish little more than continue to champion their cause in
the hope of establishing some manner of educating all members to the things
it is felt will build the organization.

These are the facts surrounding die present Bylaw problems: It will be a betrayal of the
members who were present at the 1979 Annual Meeting in Los Angeles and voted to have
a committee revise (which means re-write) the Bylaws and present them for adoption by
the national board. It will also be a betrayal of the Bylaws Revision Committee that
spent many hours on the project, if they are not adopted, and especially i'thcse v/ho took
the time to come to Agoura, California, to attend a special meeting of the committee.
If the Bylaws are not adopted it is also a betrayal of the 26 Chapters (not 26 members)
who signified their interest in having revisions. The removal of John Ledwon as the head
of the committee, (According to the California State Corporations Code, Section 5341,
a board approves the creation of committees, the naming of members to each, and that
such committees are "to serve at the pleasure of the board"-—meaning the board is the
source for removal)) on the pretxt that he was moving too slow and the subsequent ap

pointment of another board member who is known to be an avowed anti-revisionist
seems To'indicate that some sort of plans had been made in advance to insure that

the proposed changes would be shelved or dropped altogether. If, of course, the revis
ions are adopted then perhaps changes can come to ATOS.

The inability of members to secure satisfactory answers to their questions from
the office of the secretary/treasurer regarding financial status of the organiza
tion because of the apparent incomplete report made in the national publica
tion without doubt has engendered most of the present discord in ATOS, The
position is one that is a salaried job (or, if you would rather, a contract fee
arrangement) that carries with it an expense account that should permit the
birins of a tvp-st to aid preparing answers; Members have complained that
they nave ' not been given the courtesy of any sort of answer.

The inability of members with, opposing viewpoints to obtain equal space in the.national
publication to present their statements. Indeed, there is seldom, if ever, anything that
suggests any member might not fully agree with the the operation of the organization. It
was this sort of situation that prevailed when Timothy S. Needier launched his campaign

a successful undertaking which upset the status quo faction considerably since it was
fought fiercely by national officers as a thing they wished to avoid to force the home
office to publish yearly financial statements. Every member of ATOS must be given the
right to be heard (or read) if the organization is to be considered democratic.

If the present policy of not giving fair representation to those who have oppos
ing viewpoints is adhered to, then it must be the duty of the national board to
establish some type of notification, "that-explains clearly what constitutes the
rights of individual members and that each one must abide by such an un
democratic set of regulations, or regulation or not be a member.

These are points that
cannot be denied and / \ / a j

fairness is to prevail in Touch Is Found
ATOS. No amount of ^ ^
excuses can alter the ; ^ ■■ j \

f Off the keyboards jthat seem to be passing , I \
between many memb- i U' Ar8«i«» p-.r.iv«n,i cii.b <
ets of ATOS there may ;
be a period of enlight- The Only Organ magazine with a complete

peSS wherehf^m monthly Calendar of all local organ events,
bers will begin to give
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I PHOENIX CLUB BACKS s
^ FULL BYLAW REVISION I
;  Charles H. Creighton, Chairman |
I of Valley of the Sun Chapter ATOS, I
I Phoenix, Arizona, this month wrote a |
I letter to the national president and f
I expressed his opinions about several |
I matters therhational officers are in- |
i volved in. He was direct to the §
I point and noted that changes are not |
I wanted by those holding die reins be - |
j cause it would end dieir tenure. He s
3  also objected vehemently to the al- I
t most constant pointed comments that ;
3 are being made against Los Angeles E
: Chapter and its Chairman,Ralph i
3 Beaudry. He added that such com- =
= ments made it more certain he will ;
z move ahead for even stronger supp- 3
I ort of the revision of the National E
3 Bylaws. The letter was sent to all 3
3 chapter chairmen. 3
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UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL FOR LEDWON

CONSOLE SUBSCRIBER AND ATOS
MEMBER SADDENED BY BICKERING
Walter H, Blanchard, who belongs to LA TOS, the

Orange County Organ Society and also subscribes to
The Console expressed in a letter to the editor his
feelings about the present strife within ATOS, and he
also let it be known that he appreciates the work
done by John Ledwon as head of the bylaws commit
tee.

He writes: "I'd like to thank you for a most infor
mative publication. I look forward each month to
receiving The Console, as it always contains com
plete data on the theatre pipe organ world to date.

"I frequently am saddened that such intense bick
ering occurs among the different enthusiast groups,
1 am a member of LATOS and ATOS and the Orang •
County Organ Society. Thankfully, the latter has
been able to avcid any internal conflict thus far.
Maybe this is because there is a relatively small
membership, who don't have time for anything ex
cept constructively working on the instruments en
trusted to their care.

In any event, I wish that the national ATOS coulc
get their head back in the sunshine (and out of the
nether region where the sun never shines) and re-
dedicate themselves to the original precepts of the
organization which was to harmoniously perpetuate
and promote the enjoyment of theatre pipe organs
and music for the present and future generations.
Somehow, somewhere we have gotten sidetracked.

Very truly yours,
/s/ W. H. Blanchard

P. S, A cheer for John Ledwon, who has the interest
and is willing to exert the effort to try to re-direct
the energies of the ATOS ! "

*Orange County Tried To Join*
At the time of inception, officials of the Orange

Country Organ Society attempted twice to secure
information from tlie national ATOS secretary, but,
as Don Cooke, President of the Society explained
this month, "We weren't given the courtesy of even
a simple reply and now we are totally uninterested
in associating our club with the national group."
The Orange Organ Society is currently rebuilding a
2/10 Robert-Morton in Santa Ana High School and
another Robert-Morton in the Anaheim High School
Auditorium. They are also negotiating to restore
and maintain the 4/22 Wurlitzer concert pipe organ
installe d in the Fullerton High School. Presently
the society holds work sessions every Monday and
Wednesday nights at Santa Ana High from 7 to 10
o'clock; and at Anaheim High every Saturday from
10am to 3pm. Anyone interested in pipe organs is
welcome to visit the two projects, and to join the
Society.

DECORATE AND.
PLAY

When he isn't off on

concert tours, Lyn
Latsen can usuallybe
found around the lo
cal Phoenix area at
work on an organ or
playing one. At left
he is applying gold
leaf to the Tucson

Organ Stop Pizza 4/-
23 Wurlitzer decora
tions, not complete
in this photo. And, at
right he is substitut
ing at Mesa Organ
Stop Pizza. Note the
glitter of gold leaf
on this console

it was applied last
year by Maestro Lar-
sen. Larsen has also
been helping Ken
Crome on tonal work

at one of the raid-
west pizza parlor in
stallations he is doing.

ASHLEY MILLER BOOSTS FAIRBANKS WITH 175 RANKS"'
Douglas Fairbanks' "Wild and Woolly" photoplay was given a tremendous

boost on the screen at Yale University's Woolsey Hall by Ashley Miller as he
accompanied the film on the four-manual, 175-rank Aeolian-Skinner Newberry
organ.

After opening with a "mini-overture" celebrating George Gershwin's birthday,
'Ashley accompanied the Fairbanks film and then followed his accompaniment
with a double feature show playing Mary Pickford's "The Sparrow'!
Between films the audience was treated to a special arrangement of "Granada'

with Ashley drawing on some of the unique and powerful sounds of the large in-
j strument. "I was really amazed at some of the great sounds I was able to get
■ out of the concert organ it adapted well to the silentsl'

*Opens His Fall Season In The East*
Miller opened the Fall Theatre Organ Season in the East with swell shades

wide open! Three appearances before a total audience of some 1000 persons in
Connecticut and New Jersey featured music ranging from pop to classic.
Two programs for the Annual Rice Memorial Concert, sponsored by the

.Connecticut V'alleyTheatre.Organ Society and played at the Thomaston Opera
'House, made maximum use of the 3/15 Marr & Colton "Wurlitzer sounding"
theatre organ. This instrument is one of a very few that contains a "back beat
cymbal" among its percussions fitting real well with some of the Miller styl-

The programs ranged from Youmans and Porter to a classical group consisting
of Tschaicovsky's "Humoresque" and Billy Nalle's arrangement of "All The
Things You Are" as Bach might have done it.

Following this opening Ashley provided the season curtain riser for the Garden
State Theatre Organ Society at the 3/16 Moller in the Trenton War Memorial,
An added treat was Joe Scanella on the trumpet along with the pipe organ. A
pop set, including "Sugar Blues"was followed by the Allegro from the Trumpet
Voluntary by Boyce,
The three concerts inaugurate a busy season for the former Radio City Music

Hall organist. New York State appearances later in the season will be followed
by a specially arranged West Coast tour (in addition to the previously announc
ed tour) and concert appearances in Australia in April.

NALLE'S BACH BIT GOES TO BOCK
"All The Things You Are',' Billy Nalle's Bach-style arrangment of the Jerome

Kera composition is now in Fred Bock's musical catalogue in his Gentry Publica
tions—and the new published arrangement has been edited by the longhair/
modeme-crgan-stylist Dr. Fred Tulan, of Stockton, Calif., one of the country's
leading concert organists on the classical side.

Formerly handled by World Library Publications,Cincinnati, Nalle was re
turned the publishing rights when the publishing firm dropped all music except
that in their worship music catalogue. Before he started looking for another
publishing house to handle his music, Fred Bock, Tatzana,Calif. publisher, got
hold of the organist and requested to take it all into his Gentry Publications
Larsen's music is distributed through Gentry also.
"Terms were set, Fred Tulan made some slight changes to reflect my chang

ed thinking and Gentry then started preparation for printing it in its now second
edition. Fred's work on the first and second editions was invaluable^' Nalle
declared. The new edition is printed in yellow and blue and is much easier to

turn on the music rack. Nalle also disclosed that he has
received mail from classical organists who use it in theii

1^. programming. "Some say they play it as it is and then
insert extra improvisation at time,returning for a second
time to the score as arranged. It's amazing to me that
this much use is made of itj' Nalle said. Another inci-

Op^pber ,1980 dent involved one Father (Continued on Page 26)Op^pber



EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF 'PHOTOPLAY* FAN!
MAGAZINES TO BE DISPOSED OF IN SALE

An extensive collection of "Photoplay" magazine, popular fan
journal of the twenties and thirties, will be sold within the next
month. Some of the issues date back to the year 1918, The coll
ection was established [primarily for the purpose of research and is
no longer needed. Anyone interested in acquiring the collection
is invited to send their name and address to The Console, P. O.
Box 744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104. It is'.the\desite^ofithe bwner
to dispose of the collection as a single unit. Appointments to see
and inspect the collection will be scheduled by the owner.
first'^ass mailings discontinued

continued from page one
publication has never in its entire existance produced a sizeable
revenue, or profit, since it has been the aim of the publisher to
have it break even or show a small profit to take care of unex
pected costs. During the past two years advertising revenue off
set some of the inflationary cost increases, but this has been stopp
ed by recent price hikes in printing and photoengraving.
A plan to upgrade the publication by converting to regular type->

setting has been abandoned, at least temporarily, due to the add
ed cost involved.

Under the change in subscriptions, all issues will be sent via
second class mail and the annual subscription rate has been raised
to $10 in the United States, and $11 for Canadian and overseas
readers. The latter group papers must be sent enclosed in envel
opes to comply with postal regulations; envelopes, too, have in
creased in price.

Subscribers having first class balance due them will receive
additional issues—their present subscriptions extended—to equal
first class funds due them. This will result in extending such sub
scriptions from two to sixteen months, depending on the expira
tion dates. Subscribers who have paid several years in advance
will receive credit accordingly.

Overseas air mail subscribers rates have been increased from
$20 to $25. This will be a temporary increase until new rates are
set by the U. S, Postoffice. At that time another increase appears
imminent.

It was estimated that to continue first class mailing would en
tail raising the subscription rate to at least $25 annually or more,
based on the anticipated twenty cents: per ounce rate increase.

ROSA RIO ORGAN FACTOR IN HOME TOUR TICKET SALE
A desire to see the four organs in the home of Mr. G Mrs. Bill

Yeoman in Huntington, Conn., was a factor in selling tickets for
a tcur of historic homes, it was admitted by many who took part
in the event which was sponsored by the Huntigiiton Historical So
ciety on September 14th. Some 200 people visited and listen
ed to the three-manual Rodgers 33-E electronic organ of Rosa Ric,
The Yeoman residence sits on the former site of the Star Pin

Company mill dating back to 1876. In addition to hearing the
organ, "tourists" also viewed an interesting collection of memora
bilia from Rosa Rio's career as a professional organist.

^Returns From Greece*
Organist Rio returned from a tour of Greece and noted that

"too many people in Greece are buying everything in sight!" She
explained that citizens from the OPEC countries and Japan seem
to be loaded with cash and purchase everything available.

WICHITA SYNiPHONY COPIES ORGAN SERIES IDEA
Wichita's Symphony Orchestra this year has copied the Wichita

Theatre Organ series idea of having pop concerts in Century 11
using tables and chairs instead of presenting artists in the regular
theatre auditorium. The symphony group also did something un
precedented—they booked an artist who appeared with WTO last
season. Peter Nero and Billy Nalle appeared together last season
and won wide acclaim for their organ/trio bash.
The Wichita arts community, especially WTO, are smiling be

cause this double surprise constitutes the ultimate in a double
compliment to the success of the WTO series. It makes evident
the fact that at least one symphony board of directors has not beer
unaware of the American Theatre Pipe Organ! Another thing is
certain—^no symphony playing popular music ever will generate
a sound as well tremulated as a proper theatre organ.as a proper theatre organ.

STUDENTS MAKE MOVIE, ORGAN SOUND TRACK ADDED
Students of Enfield High School, Adelaide, South Australia, re

cently premiered tlieir latest motion picture production, "One of
Those Days',' which was produced under the guidance of John
Thiele. A theatre organ sound track was diibbed onto the film. It
was recorded by John blater on the former Adelaide Regent Thea
tre Wurlitzer now installed in St. Peter's College in Adleaide. In-
termission music for &e premier evening
was also played by Slatej on the Elka or-
gan in the Enfield High ̂ chool Auditor-
ium. Other films by the students that werw
shown the same eveing featured short sub-
jects and musical items. —S, A, TOSA NEWS^Octobe^^^S^^^

OLD FILM DIRECTORY SHOWS SHRINKAGE
In 1938 there were 117 theatre in the United States with seat

ing capacity of 3, COO or over, and by 1941 that number had
shrunk to li2. This could mean that five large theatre organs
were picked up by early day organ buffs. The figures were pre
sented in the 1945-46 Motion Picture Almanac which also show
ed that weekly attendance during both years total 85,000,000.

Theatres with 2,000 to 3,000 seating in 1938 numbered 374,
By 1941 that number had dropped to 319. There were 689 mo
vies houses in 1938 that seated 1,500 to 2,000, and by 1941 the
count was down to 556. Houses with a seating count of between
1,000 to 1,500 numbered 1,646 in ' 38 and by '41 they had gone
down to 1,312.

In the realm of the smaller houses the drop was more pronounc
ed; in '38 there were S, 500 that seated between 500 to 1,000;
the drop by'41 was 4,6S9. In the seating capacity of 200 to
500 the count in 1938 was a low 7,303. By 1941 tne trend was
.reversed and the little ones grew to 7,854 in 1941. Similar was
the 200 and less seating capacity movie cheeseboxes, with a
total of 1,912 in '38 and up to 2,109 in '41. The increase in
smaller theatres has been spectacular in recent years, but the
start in building smaller houses over the larger ones was under
way many years ago.

AUSTRALIAN ORGAN NEWS SAYS ̂ ATUGHT WILL HAVE
YEAR-LONG PROMO SERIES WITH ALLEN ORGAN CO.
Allen Organ Co.,Macungie,Pennsylvainia, completed arrange

ments with George Wright, widely admired theatre organist and
recording star for a year-long series of in-store promotions
throughout the country plus at least one new George Wright re
cording using Allen Organs. The arrangement results.in part,
from a limited number of highly acclaimed Wright/Allen con
certs given across the U. S. over the past year or so. The news
of the arrangements between the organist and organ firm were
published in the South Australian Theatre Organ Society News.

NEW YORK CHAPTER HAS FOUR MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

New York Theatre Organ Society (N. Y. Chapter ATOS) will
have four membership categories beginning with 1981. Basic
membership in the local unit is $10; a sponsor membership costs
$25; Patron members will pay $50; and a Benefactor member is
top of the list at $100. All ttie memberships are on an annual
basis. The unit also has an economy plan—"Friends" of the So-
_cie,ty which does not carry voting and memberehip rights—at $5,

COMING SOON

ANEW RECORDING

MUNDELEIN 1980
featuring

WALTER STRONY
AT THE 4-MANUAL WURLITZER

IN THE AUDITORIUM OF

ST. MARY OF THE LAKE SEMINARY

Mundelein, Illinois
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Advance Orders Accepted

$7.00 includes shipping & handling
(CHECK PAYABLE TO WALTER STRONY PRODUCTIONS)

Send to:

5138 E. Monte Vista Road

Phoenix, Arizona 85008


