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ORGANIST ROB RICHARDS congratulates

WGN Vice President Al Field on the plaque

Chicago Area Chapter ATOS presented
Fields to mark his retirement, Richards
was in Chicago to-play a cencert for the
organ club at a social affair, What was
heard has prompted the review published
on Page 13 of this issue.

JOHANNESBURG ORGAN CLUB
PRES IDENT WEBBER DIES

Pierson Webber,President and doyen of
theatre organists died on August 1st, it
was learned this month, He was at the

time of his death, head of the Jchannesburg,

South Africa, Theatre Organ Society.

In private life he was Tynes Pierson
Webber, but took the shorter name in his
professional field, He was a BBC broad-
cast organist in Great Britain and was one
of those who played the five~-manual BBC
organ now installed in Pasadena Civic Au-
itorium in Califcrnia when it was locatéd
in Jubilee Chapel. ‘

He was one of five Metro-Goldwyn-May
er organists and was playing the posh Em-
pire Theatre, Leicester Square at the time
Jesse Crawford visited Britain.

In 1977 he played the 4/14 Wurlitzer in
Knysna for the Scuth Africa Theatre Organ
Society, celebrating 50 years as a theatre
organist. His last appearance was in May
this year when he played for the Johannes-
burg Theatre Organ Societ% on the 3/13
Moller in the Society's clubhouse theatre.

His career was varied, having played in
St.Paul's Cathedral,London, at the age of
14, He played all musical instruments—

(Continued on Page Twelve)

| ICINCY MAY HAVE TWO CLASSIC

| |this issue) is presently the only location in the city

= |was termed in a story appearing in Variety as being

F1LM/ORGAN HOUSES IN FUTURE

Cincinnati may have two classic film houses, it
is being rumered. The Emery (see feature story in

showing classic features and providing theatre pipe
organ music for patrons in pre-show recitals, inter-
missions and exit march periods.

The recent exodus of Chio Valley Chapter mem-
bers who had been operating the house due to what

opposed to"OVC's decision to rule the roost via &
committee'y and also for "lack of appreciation’y
has resulted in these people apparently making plan
to open a competative operaticn,

Theatres with an eye to a lease arrangement for
one of that chain's suburban houses, said to be the
Hollywood located in the College Hill area, It is
not known if the theatre is equipped with an organ
of any kind.

RISTER TO MAKE APPEAR ANCE WITH BAND
Theatre organist, synthesist and Rolling Thunder

Records artist, Greg Rister, will appear at The
Troubador, 90

one of Los Angeles' newest and most versatile New
Wave rock n' roll bands. Greg plays synthesizers
and other keyboard instruments for the four-piece
band, which features a repertoire of all original
music, PEDESTRIAN will release a single disc, co-
produced by Rister, in late October,

HATGHT THREATENS LEGAL ACTION
[F NAME USED ANY TIME,PLACE

Writing on official American Theatre Organ So-
ciety stationery, which is ‘known and advertised
throughout the world as a public non-profit organi-
zation, dedicated to the preservation of the theatre
pipe organ and the education of the public to its
ever beautiful music, Naticnal President Richard
R. Haight startled The Console staff this month by
advising Tom B'hend—--"You don't know me, but
I know you.

"You are advised that [ will not permit you to
publish my name at any time or place during my
presidency of ATCS, and you are further reminded
_that the material in " Theatre Organ" magazine is
copyrighted,

" Appropriate legal action will be taken against
you should you viclate these prohibitions."

Very truly yours
¥ s/ Richard R, Haight
National President
Attormey-at-law

After recovering from the initial reading of the
unprecedented missive, B'hend was certain he had
been threatened and that an attempt had been
tointimidate The Censole. The entire problem
was resolved by placing a call to Benjamin D.
Brown, Hollywocd, Calif,, attorney, who has handi-

Reportedly they have formed a corporation called
Classic Films, Inc, , and have approached Mid-States

81 Santa Monica Blv., West Hollywood
Calif, on November 2nd, at 8pm with PEDESTRIAN

i‘\ WHEREVER OREAMS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE COMSOLE 5 READ }'
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PIZZA PARLORS,PTZZA
ORGANS CHANGE HANDS

Richard Weber has sold his Music
Grinder Pizza Emporium in Marrietta,
Georgia, and the two pizza organs of
former pizza operations in Salt Lake
City and Provo, Utah, reportedly were
bid up at over $35,000 and went to a
west coast enthusiast who plans to put
them in storage for the present and re
store them to full playing condition.
The Weber establishment will no
longer operate as a pizza palace under
its new owners. The change will be
from the doughy delight to ice cream
with emphasis placed on children pat-
ronage. Weber has leased the organ
to the new firm so it remains in its
present loecation. Purchase of the
emporium was by Good Time Charlie
organization and the Ruby Reds,

House organist Jay Mitchell has an-
nouced his resignation and search for
another position.

The pizza parlor was featured during
the the 1978 ATOS Convention at At-
lanta,

BALTIMORE/ANNAPQLIS BUFFS
ALSO WANT TO LEAVE POTCMAC
Two Baltimore, Maryland, ATOS
members visiting Southern California
this month related the futility of
ATOS members living in the Balti-
more/Annapolis area to secure re-
lease from Potomac Valley Chapter
jurisdiction so a charter could be
granted them to organize another un-
it of the national society, similar to
the abortive attempts made by mem-
bers in Richmond, Va., who want to
break away from Potomac Valley

and have their own charter.

They cite the great distance be-
tween the two metropolitan centers
which means expensive transportation
costs to attend meetings and con-

(Continue d on Page 12)

ATOS WONDERLAND

(€ ontinued on_P_a._sze 12)

REVIONISTS VIEW WITH ALARM RUMORED REMOVAL OF LEDWON AS HEAD OF BYLAWS™ RE-~DO

A rumor to the effect that ATOS Presedent Richard R, Haight

this month has removed John Ledwon as h
vision committe, apparently because he
job, made speedy rounds of the rumor cir
reportedly named Erwin Young to take ov

This action prompted several of the growing list of concemed
ATOS members to contact The Console for further information.
However, Console pipelines do not extend into the inner circle

of ATOS offices and the only news was ba

its source is considered highly reliable.
Reaction of the revisionist-minded con

this latest action by the national headqua

complete scuttling of the revision work and predict it will be a
short time until the national board votes to abandon the work
and, subsequently, the adoption of the changes.

It was pointed out by one member, who has experienced pre-

vious difficulty in obtaining answers to le

on for changing the by laws
ead of the by laws re-
1as been too slow with
cuit, Haight also'las
er in Ledwon's place,

membership that those who

ed, the political experts in

ring to the fact that for the
sed on the rumeor, but

cerned members see

rters as the preludeto  Angeles Chapter ATCS sinc

the board.

tters he has written to  for comment,

at all—and it also a well-known

fact that he has consistently opposed ATOS attaining the large

are in favor of the club having at

least 15 to 20,000 members continually champion for.
If it is true that Ledwon has been removed and Young appoint-

ATOS point out that it appears it is

what some term another "Potomac Power PlayY apparently refer-

past two years the national board has

picked men from the Potomac unit who are known to be personal
friends of Youngy—Landmam and Haight.
flexed presidential power last year and unlawfully suspended Los-

Surprisingly, Landrum

e the action should have been taken

by the board itself, according to ATOS national bylaws.

Friends of Ledwon have to
to reject Haight's edict, if such has been done, and go direct to-
Ledwon could not be reached

d The Console they are urging him

Young as secretary and treasurer of the national end, that with
Young taking over the revision work he may not have time to
see the job through and recommend the work be shelved.

It is no secret that W. Tiny James has stated he sees no reas-

Gene Davis, vice-chairman of LA, who
automatically steps into the top chair at
the December general meeting of the unit
told The Console—"1 have wamed our Se

(Continued on Page 18). . e
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Despite the awe task of staging the Silver Anniversary
ATOS Convention our loecal London and South of England
Chapter arranged a superb concert at their favourite ven-
ue, The Gaumont-State, Kilburn, Northwest London on
Sunday, August 3rd starring Australian Tony Fenelon. He
had come to appear at the Manchester International 1.1
Festival and Cushing's Steam and Organ Museum at
Thursford, Fortunately our group managed to book him
for the State, It was his first appearance in London and
he was well received. We hope to see more of him. It
was a pity the programme had to be held at this time of
year. Many people are away for their summer holidays.
They missed one of the finest concerts since Hector Oli-
vera played the State.

Tony revolved and rcse with the Wurlitzer console at
1pm playing "Another Openin' Another Show' weaved
together with "Waltzing Matilda" —a bright start, He
chose to get off the Howard seat and stand and announce
each item. This made a pleasant change from the cur-
rent boring craze of playing over-long medleys as many artists are doing over here these
days. He then played several numbers including a very "Wright-ish' smoulédering version of
"Black Moonlight" which was superb.

I've often pondered over Fenelon's style, Here was an organist from "Down Under! the
convict colony, and his early records show that he seemed to play sometimes in a British
style and other times in the post war George Wright USA style. But his following tunes
which were both classic and pop and march proved conclusively that he isn't one of your
sleek copyists., He can tackle real music and register it well at that, As Tony finished his
first half of the show some chap shouted out in a most un-British way,"Hey! What about
playing the tune Cavatina?'" Tony reacted quickly and said he might play requests later.
With that I glanced at my programme in the darkened auditorium, It hadthe usual items
about the organ and organist and a printed list of the music, "Cavatina" was the last one.
We later learned from Emcee Norman Barfield at the opening of the second half the list
was wrong. It had been played at a previous concert by young Dutch crganist Hans Nottrot,

During the interval everyone was mixing about in the upstairs foyer—some getting LPs
from the sales stall, others getting drinks, others greeting freinds which included some USA
visitors left over from the convention still-—-can you believe! Judd Walton, perhaps the
best known,

Tony's second half of the show included ballads, marches, music from the Marx Brother's
"Night at the Cpera'}, Rossini's exciting Thieving Magpie Overture and his Tarantella, ete.
His show received hearty applause. It was a fine performance, full of variety and very
well played. ;

The occasion was a somewhat clouded and sad affair, too, Rumours have been circulat-
ing that the Gaumont-State would be altered in late September and more mini cinemas
built into the big balcony thus leaving little space of much use in the front orchestral stalls
for stage and organ. Rank Leisure are busy denying it all, but say it's redecorating only
taking place, I've heard that one before. After the August 25th concert staged by the
Cinema Organ Society, starring that old timer and former resident Bobby Pagen, no more
dates were being taken, It's all being played down rather at present. Anocther rumour has
it that a certain famous London cinema right in the centre of the West End of London call-
ed the Dominion would be just the place to install the State Wurlitzer.

This large cinema which once housed a 3/13 Compton, which was removed many years
ago and is in a church in Wales now,seats 3,000, has a big stage and under stage chambers,
Opened in 1929, it was the largest legitimate theatre in London's West End. After a shaky .
start, Gaumont-British bought it,put in the organ, projectors in the quickest time you have
ever known! The new N
manager happens tobe 4
a lively Scotsman, Bill
Weir, who was former-
ly at the State, I just
wonder what will hap-
pen?

After the State con-
cert, my father and I
and friends who had
never seen the inside
of a Wurlitzer went
back to Edith and Les
Rawle's Northolt . .
home. There I had the
great pleasure of dis-
cussing the hobby and
Tony's busy career... 3§
he also played "South"
once more for me on

Diminutive Tony Fenelon at
the huge State console.

Thg lpessronal Touch Is Found

(* off the keyboards ),
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Les' 3/19 Wurlitzer, My recom-
mendation is— if you get a
chance to book Fenelon, do so,
His vocation is working medical
technology and he fits playing
concerts around this schedule,
Cuite amazing, and he is a fam-
ily man, too. 1t's a lot easier
for many organists who seem to
be very often unmarried,

The State Wurlitzer had rarely sounded
as well as it did for Tony's concert, Les
Rawle has worked exceedingly hard on
this Torch organ and not only that organ,
1 may say.

The convention went off rather well,
The weather was hot and sunny for a
change, and of course 1 was pleased to
meet several people who had hoped to
catch a wee glimpse of me, Yes, I do
really exist. I managed to make one

(Continued on Page 16)
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There are four unique locations in the United States where it is
possible to attend the showing of silent photoplays with pipe organ
accompanirnent—-San Francisco, Columbus, Cincinnati and New
York City, Of the four, one presents weekly silent fare, The oth-
ers have occassicnal screenings featuring the silent films and org-
an. Three of the four use their instruments for concerts prior to
many of the various performances that are presented. One has pipe
organ music only when silent films are on the program,

All but one of the four are operated either by regular business
enterprise or under complex performing arts center arrangements,
It is the single situtation that is unique in the theatre organ world
because the operation of this theatre is administered by a hobb
group which is a part of the national American Theatre Crgan go—
ciety, It is the Ohio Valley Chapter of ATOS, This unit is pro-
gressively showing that the theatre pipe organ is not an instrument
that is relegated to history but that it is just as modern as any kind
of musical instrument and certainly capable of producing far great-
er a role in the entertainment world because of its almost unlimit-
ed versatility.

What Ohio Valley Chapter members have achieved at the Emery
Theatre is told in the following article written by William L, Ah-
lert, a member of the unit, Additional information was supplied
by other members upon written request by The Console Editor.

The Emery

FIND AN EARLY CENTURY THEATRE, GET A DONATION OF A LARGE
® WURLITZER AND YOU CAN DO LIKE CINCINNATI ORGAN ENTHUSIASTS
900000000000 0000000000000000000000000

TIMES-STAR, JANUARY 6, 1912

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA’S OPENING CONCERT TO BE BRILLIANT

Emery Hail With Its Beautiful Appointments Will Be Thronged Saturday Evening for the
Dedication of the Orchestra’s New Home —
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Ewery nuditorium will be the scene of a gathering welnorable in musical and socizl
annals of Cineinnndi Saturday evening. IL will be an occasioh ranking with the dedicnti
of othernotable structnres Lo Lhe uses of arl. For the fivst trtie the pullie will g
of. the interiov of the audiloviunt amd will be.enabled {o greetthe Sympheny o

wehat will Le its future home. Salurday was a busy day in thd auditoriuny ad ils approseh-
es, Tor workmen were plucing senls and eleaving away all obstroetions and debris,
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Memorabilia—compliments of the Emery Restoration Committee,
College and Conservatory of Music, University of Cincinnati 45221
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Its cubage was too great and the cost Eer s?uare foot
of the ground it stood on was too high. These facts doom-
ed the campaign to "Save the Albee Theatre.!" This mov-
ie palace located on Fountain Square, the heart of down-
town Cincinnati, was in the way of redevelopment.

Architectural studies were made of ways to build around
and over the theatre but the economics of the situation pre-
vailed and the wrecking ball took over in March 1977,
Many artifacts were salvaged,

The Ohio Valley Chapter of the American Theatre Or-

an Society saw the need to save the organ located in this

eatre long before the Albee closed its doors in 1975,
When RKO-Stanley Warner Theatres, owners of the Albee
embarked ¢n a nationwide program of donating their org-
ans to educational and charitable institutions in 1968, the
Ohio Valley Chapter took up the challenge to find a local
home for the 260 Special Wurlitzer Organ, Opus 1680,
which had been played by such staff organists as Hy. C.
Geis, Grace Baucom,Johanna Grosse and Lee Erwin,

After much searching, the Ohio College of Applied
Science—Ohio Mechanics Institute, then an independent
schoel and owners of the Emery Theatre, agreed to accept
the donation of the organ for placement at Emery with in-
stallation and reconstruction work to be done by members
of OVCATOS,

Late in 1968 the chapter started removal of the organ
which had been in the Albee since it was delivered there
on July 25, 1927, The instrument had to be taken from
the theatre after midnight or early in the morning since
at that time the Albee ran continuous movie shows daily,
The many parts had to be snaked out of the organ chamb-
ers high in the proscenium,

At first the thought was that the organ could just be re-
moved and installed at the Emery which led to some over-
ly optomistic completion dates. As the work progressed it
became evident that rebuilding completely would be ::
necessary. All the parts were put into a work room at the
Ohio Coﬁege of Applied Science which had been generous=,
ly given for that use. It was here that most of the work
e = of releathering pneumatics and re-
working magnets, coatacts andre-
lays was done. Many parts were
taken home by members to hasten
the task, Though this thoroughre-
Tworking took eight and a half years
——continued—

S epte mber 1980

T A e T E L LT T T






