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ABERDEEN CAPITOL still has its
3/8 Compton., This is as far north

as theatre organs go in the U. K,

ENGLAND—Have you ever won-
dered what the most northerly
theatre organ in Great Britain is?
Well, actually there was—-and
happily still with us two Comp- _

_ .hfl.f.e had a Standard
BRITISH NMEWSS
-

Jan be ghesgﬁ

keep those 2,000 seats plus filled. The stage attrac-
tions meant that more stage depth was neede and de-
spite the organ being tuned, the pit was covered cover
with an apron stage,

Sadly Bob Leys moved away from the area and the
organ seemed neglected. One of Scotland's young
organ names, who is heard on radio and has recorded
and is now in the area, and thanks to the interest of
Michael Thompson, who has beew carrying out cert-
ain work along with John Carr and a few other pecple,
they have been allowed access to the console and the
chambers,

Playing the organ from its boxed-in console wasn't
easy, but it did keep the instrument going. Michael
Thompson must have impressed Brian Donald and his
directors, for they have ordered that a section of the
apron be moveable so that once more the console,
which is the 'Sunburst' style, can rise up on its lift,

Not only that, but the console has now been paint-
ed and re-gilded like new, ready for publicconcerts,
solos in film programmes and special state shows, It
is the North's last outpost of super cinema with a
stage and organ,

he fine spotted metal trumpet is on lower pressure

than usual, being in the accompaniment chamber, but
it's an excellent rank, keen sharp sound, Mike has
been busy ferreing out details about other Aberdeen
cinemas and discovered that the ABC house was to
ABC Style 3/6 and Melotone
Compton, but like some other
houses of this huge circuit, it
never was installed. Maybe this
was due to the year 1939, the
war started then. Comptons went
over to vital war work, It had
nothing to do with music!

Mike Thompson is researching
to write a book about the history
of the cinema in Aberdeen, and

tons. The most northerly city of
Aberdeen, in Scotland, they are found, In 1933 the Donald Brothers opened
proudly their 2,000-seater Capitol Cinema equipped with an excellent 3/8,
They had ordered a seven ranker, but at the ¥ery last moment a trumpet rank
was installed—in the accompaniment chamber. There was no room on the
solo side, Edward O'Henry was the organist.

The auditorium was equipped with Holophane lighting that changed colour,
but, strangely enough, the console wasn't a glass colour type that by now were
a virtual must in the boom installation period.. The next year Donald Bros.
followed their splendid city centre cinema with a fine new one called the As-
toria sitnated in the Aberdeen suburb of Kittybrewster, The name comes from
a legendary barmaid of olden times! The house was equippped with another
3/8 Compton, this time sporting an illuminated surround by F, H.Pride, and
instead of being mounted on a lift, as the Capitol console was, this cne was on
a sliding dolly. Organists slid sideways on the stage to do their solo then slid

Bobby Pagen will be a great help
there. He told me that he deomstrated the famous
3/12 Compton in the flagship Regal ABC Cinema in
Glasgow to the directors of the Capitol and Astoria.
They were so impressed they immediately signed a c.: s
contract with Comptons.

Not content with all this grand work on the Capitol
organ, Thompson has plans to start:an organ society in
Aberdeen. There can't be many organs left intact in
cinemas in the U. K. now, so happily one of the few
has a new lease on life,

That's one happy story, and here is ancther, Cne of
the most famous and largest cinemas in Scotland is the
Playhouse in Edinburgh. (Continued on Page 22)

off into the wings at the end. We had quite a few con-
soles over there that did this.

Eventually, like many suburban houses, it fought a
lesing battle and is now a supermarket,

Aberdeen had a great saviour for the T. O—School
Teacher Bob Leys, a fine organist, and the city carillon
eur. He managed to persudde the educational authorities
to purchase and re-install the Astoria Compton in a hall
of the Powis Academy,

The kids had great fun cleaning and re-installing the
organ. They didn't install the glass colour change con-
sole, however,

The Capitol organ had rarely been without a resident
organist since it opened. Bobby Pagen, complete with his|
Kilt, Rowland Tims and young George Blackmore, are a
few who had a long and happy residency here, George
was soon recognized as a brilliant player and put the
Capitol back on the nationwide map with his regular
BBC broadcasts. In fact, his theme, or signature tune, as
we call it, was changed to "Cock of the North} a very
very famous tune really titled "Heights of Dargie'} by
the way. Many of us thought no doubt that Georgie was
Scottish, but the week laddie came from Southern Eng-
land——a sassenach from Chatham, in Kent!

So famous did George become in the U. K. that he
was obliged to retain his theme tune, and he uses it to A
this day, except when playing in his native Chatham ar-
ea, That's the only place he uses "Chinatown" to start
and end a concert,

Since George was resident in Aberdeen it has become
the oil boom city of Europe.The
place is seething with oil men,
often from the USA, by the way.
The Capitol bappliy survivedbe-
ing cut up into twin or triple shoe
box cinemas like many big hous-
es. Pop shows—one night stands+

Aberdeen, Scotland,
into a school hall,

termined to keep

LEAVES LEGACY-—Bob Leys, the man who kept the organ flag flying in

~ Leys was taken before he-left the area.

and also saved the Astoria organ which was moved
He' helped Michael Thompson and encouraged him

to study theatre organ. Now Leys has moved away and Thompson is de-

e Capitol Compton before the public. This lphoto of



ATLANTA CONCERT PAIR, Trevor Bolshaw and Ruch
McDonald took to the road following their organ/piano
presentation at Atlanta's Fox Theatre and went to Laurel,
Mississippi, where they played again., The organ used in
this concert was the one owned by the late Jeff Seale, It
was expanded from a two to three manual insturment dur-
ing the time Seale owned it. Laurel Mayor Bill Patrick
welcomed the pair and members of the Atlanta Chapter
ATOS who traveled to Laurel for the program, Bolskaw
came from England to play the concert at the Fox with
Ruth McDonald, who is a professor of piano at Georgla
State University., The Seale M 'rton has 13 ranks and a
Steinway 7-1/2ft, Grand

ATOS BALLOTS FAILLTO CONFORM TO
PLAN ADOPTED AT 79 ANNUAL MEET

Annual election proceedures appeared in changed stat-
us with the current voting envelopes for returning ballots,
but they did not conform fully to the information contain-
ed in the abbreviated official minutes of the annual meet~
ing of th& national beardZof diréCtorsyJuly 8;4979specifi-
fying that ballots would be numbered. This fact was not-
ed by an ATOS member who attended the chapter repre-
sentative meeting and annual meeting at the Crown Thea-
tre in Pasadena during the run of the convention in Los An
geles. "It is one thing to make provision to clean up the
voting preceedures, and at least it can be considered the
ballots in this current election are secret and being sent
to an entirely disinterested firm for counting,but it is still
necessary to make certain that voting proceedures are
carried out as indicated in the minutes," the member said
RIVIERA THEATRE GETS LANDMARK STATUS

North Tonawanda's Riviera Theatre, the home of the
Niagara Frontier Theatre Organ Scciety 3m/20r Wurlitzer
installation, was given recognition during April of this
year when the strucutre was placed in the National Regist-
er for Histeric Buildings., It now has "landmark status'"and
can be maintained for future generations,according to
Niagara Frontier President Randy Piazza,

Located in dovmtown Nerth Tonawanda, the theatre has
a full working stage and lighting facilities and, of course,
the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ. (The instrument has bee
augmented over the years to 20 ranks and is played on
week ends during regular operation of the house and for
concerts that are presented once each month during the
year, The house seats 1,184 and remains exactly as it
was in December, 1926 when first opened. There is one

exception—a three-quarter-ton crystal chandelier was ing

stalled in 1972, The fixture came from the Genesee Thea

'PASADENA ClVIC ORGAN NOW UNDER ANNUAL
SERVICE CONTRACT;WILL ELIMINATE HIGH
CHARGE FOR TUNING AND TESTING ORGAN

"We now have an annual contract with David L. Junchen of Baringer
Studios to service the Pasadena Civic Auditorium pipe organ,' Doris Sto~
vall, Auditorium Manager, advised The Conscle this month, She noted
that tunings will be done as closely as possible to any scheduled concerts
without charge to the tenent. Thenew service arrangement will elimin-
ate the "high charge" for tuning and testing that was disclosed in a story
appearing in the May issue of The Console. The problem that could have
resulted m a charge of $471 being made was due to the cost to tune the
instrument and set pistons and check operatim of the faulty combination
action. It is necessary to rebuild the action which was not corrected at
the time the organ was brought from Holland and has not operated without
special attenticn being given whenever the organ was played. The charge
of $471 would have represented a maximum amount based on the time of
two technicians to prepare the organ for concert use,

*Establishing Maintenance Trust Fund*

"We readily admit more work needs to be done on the combination
and other items," the manager added,"and are werking on establishinga
Maintenance Trust Fund enabling interested parties to contribute to such
a fund in order to bring the organ up to maximum condition, and keep it
that way!"

"1t is unfortunate that LATOS had to experience the trauma of being the
first organization to present a paid concert on the organ in the Civic Aud-
itorium; however, we were very pleased the club made a profit and that
1,500 people enjoyed the magnificence of Lyn Larsen at the console,’
she concluded. (A final tally indicates a total of 1,617 people attended
the event-—Ed). §

DEL CASTILLO QUITS AS EDITOR OF PUBLICATION

Lloyd G. Del Castillo, nationally known theatre organist, who has serv-
ed as Editor of the Los Angeles Professional Organists Club publication 'Off
The Keyboards' for the pasteight | years, resigned the position June l1st,

A tersely worded letter to "Key LAPOC and IBPCC Members" stated, "Be-
cause of a basic conflict with your president on the form and contents of
"Off The Keyboards'} I must régretfully withdraw from the Editorship of
the paper.

"] want to express my thanks and gratitude to all those who so willingly
and unselfishly have given me their cooperation during the last eight years,
and to apologize to those who have been omitted in recent issues."

"Del" noted that the differences between his style of editing and that
|wanted by the new club president, Bill Worrall, included concert reviews,
which have been one of the features of the pub'iication, plus news of gen-
eral interest to the profiessional organists. Worrall notified Del Castillo
that reviews and the ieneral coverage were not desirable in the changes
he anticipates since the Los Angeles and Long Beach and Orange County
clubs will become a single organizaticn.

It was not learned who will be named to succeed Del Castillo.

RUMOR MILL SPCUTS FACT THAT MAYBE WILTERN HAS CLIENT

Facts are lacking as this issue of The Console goes to press, but the ru-
mor mill is now churning out information that a single client has shown
interest in purchasing the Wiltern and its surrounding property. The big
theatre remains dark and must undergo restoration before it can be re-
opened since a portion of the ceiling collapsed shortly after Pacific Thea-
tres closed their operation of the house.

BRITISHER PLAYS PIZZA PARLOR ORGANj; RECOMMENDS IDEA

While on a visit to the United States, Britisher Linda Bayfield was fas-
cinated to find the San Francisco area Pizza and Pipes (Cap'ns Galleys)
organ equipped pizza parlors. "These are quite large eating houses, and
each evening, seven days a week, customers are entertained by Various
organists]' she wrote in the Cinema Theatre Organ Society Newsletter.

"1 was lucky enough to have the chance to play the three-manual Wur-
litzer at Serramonte, San Francisco, where the console is mounted on a
dias, and the chambers are sandwiched behind glass walls so they can be
viewed by passers by and customers alike, What a wonderful thing if
someone would start similar eating places here in England. The restaur-

tre in Buffalo.  (Continued on page 6

ants are packed every night, I'm sure they would be here, too."

GEORBE WRIGHT ANNOUNCES

George Wright this month announced his Academ
14 and 15 in Pasadena and San Gabriel,California.
third is set for San Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

Headguarters for the event will be Pasadena Holida
mediately in back of Pasadena Civic Auditorium and
Center.

October 13 and 14 meetingsat Pasadena will start with a
day breakfast at the Holiday Inn. The three-day package

Inn

es the breakfast, a group luncheon which will be served either in
the San Gabriel Auditorium courtyard or at a nearby restaurant,
and a closing cocktail party and banquet on the stage of the San

Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

Those attending the seminar will be transported by bus from the

Pasadena Holiday Inn to San Gabriel and return.

The three-day session will cost $560. 00 and only 50 persons will
be accepted for attendance, it was noted by Bob Zadel, who is the
Full particulars of the Acad-

manager of the program for Wright,

)
SEMINAR TH

y of Artistic Organ Performance, a three-day seminar to take place October 13,
Two days will be in Pasadena at the Little Theatre in Pasadena Center, and the

aSaéena
oom reservations can be made by contacting the Inn.

REE=DAY SESSION SLATED FOR OCTOBER

emy of Artistic Organ Performance is available by writing Zadel.
His address: 26375 Naccome, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92691,

FIRST TRANSPLANT OF GERMAN THEATRE ORGAN NOTED

Germany had a large number of theatre pipe organs and many
were destroyed during the last war. However, according to Wolf-
gang Schas, of Munich, the first transplant of a German theatre
pipe organ has been accomplished. Writing in the Cinema Organ
Society Newsletter of April, 1980, Schaa —
disclosed that the Cskalyd crgan of the
former Heidelberg Capitol Cinema, is be-
ing installed in the Kbnigssaal (King's
Room) of the famous Heidelberg Castle
by the original builder, the firm of E, F.
Walcker & Cie,,of (Continued on Page 4)
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PLAYED ACADEMY ORGAN IN FIRST HOME—RBeforg
the New Mexico Military Academy in Roswell becamg
the home for its Hillgreen-Lane theatre pipe organ,the
instrument was originally installed in the Sunshine
Theatre, Albuquerque. It was played during the 1926
27 period by Console Columnist Ray Sawyer, who was
relief organist at this and the Kimo Theatre. "It was
my pleasure and understandable joy to have been re-
lief organist in Albuquerque in both the Kimo and
Sunshine Theatres. Gus Farney was featured at the Ki+
mo and played the very sharp Wurlitzer "D" that scun
sounded extremely well, especially after Gus had add-
ed a Kinura,' Sawyer recalled. " However, it was the
delightful Hillgreen-Lane that gave the most pleasure,
Installed directly above the screen, this 3m/14r instrui
ment may not have been quite as theatrical as many
organs of similar resources, yet the sound and varia-
tion was definitely satisfying. The thought comes
that the crew burdened with the task of dismantling
and removal from the Sunshine Theatre had their
hands full. I see where my friend Rex Koury has pro-
duced a new album while playing the organ in its cur-
rent location, Pierson Auditorium at the Academy in
Roswell, One would do very well by his own collec-
tion of organ discs to obtain this desirable recording,

I would like one myself!"

The photo above shows Ray Sawyer at the console
of the Hillgreen-Lane when it was in the Sunshine
Theatre, in 1927.

Ray Sawyer's monthly column, "Try It This Way"
is a regular feature of The Console. The columnist
also frequently contributes other interesting:articles.,

'ORGAN BEING PUT IN |
PUBLIC HALL WILL BE
PRIVATELY OWNED

by lan MclLean

installations in public buildings is
underway at the Karrinyup Cultur-

ment, a two-manual, 12-rank
Waurlitzer from the Metro Theatre
in Perth, was purchased privately
and is being installed by Ray
Clemments, John Fuhrmann, Alan
Doodsen and Tony Foorte, "The
city council paid for installation
of windlines, the mobile stand on
which the console moves electric-
ally in and out of a recess in the
wall, all of the electrical wiring
to the organ (not the organ itself)
and the design work on the hall to
acaustically complement the or-
gan.

Access to the instrument will be
by approval of the owners and reg-
ular public concerts will be a fea-|
ture of the installation with guest
artists from local,national and in-
ternational regions.

The organileft North Tonawan-
da,New York, as a 2/8 Special
and while still in transit theatre
management decided it wasn'tbig
enough and four additional ranks
were ordered, The house opened
with the original organ and a year
later, in 1928, the additional sets
arrived and were installed.

GERMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANT

-—continued from page 3
Murrhardt éformerly Ludwigsburg)
both near Stuttgart. The organ
will be examined for acceptance
by a government expert (the own-
er of the organ is now the Govern-
ment of Baden-Wurttemberg, a
country of West Germany).

The organ was plavab{re until the
cinema closed in 1956 and was
featured at least on weekends dur-
ing its final years by Hellmuth
Kraus, now organist on- the 4-56
organ of the Jesuitenkirche of
Mannheim,

It has been an eight-year pro-
ject to save this 2m/19r organ and
it has finally paid off. Included

is an echo division of four ranks,
also percussions and a toy counter
The echo division now is part of

the regular chamber installation,

A new twist in theatre pipe organ |

al Centre Hall. Karrinyup is a sub- e
urb of Perth, Australia, The instruf
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ine International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical,

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

in the total ranks of the instrument

it was noted.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE, Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cenis
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest, Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

DENVER LOSES TWO THEATRES; PARAMOUNT

STILL OPEN, LAST MAJOR HQUSE [N

TOWN

AUSTRALIAN ORGAN‘CLUB OWNS THEATRE AND HAS FREE
FILM NIGHT FOR MEMBERS WHO BRING BASKET SUPPER
Members of the South Australian Division of the Theatre Organ

Once a major theatre town in the United States, Denver is now,
or soon will be down to its last big motion picture theatre in the
downtown area. The lavish Denver Theatre, which opened Nov.
19, 1927, is currently being razed and will become a parking lot
until a new high rise structure is started on the site, The theatre
Wurlitzer, a Style 260, 3m/15r instrument, is entertaining pizza
patrons at Bill Brown's Crgan Step Pizza in Mesa, Arizona.  About
3C0 people attended the last show—an auction——and bought the
chandeliers, rugs, drapes, projection equipment and even some of
the lavish decorations for various uses. Larry Kereeman, of Love-
land, Colorado, was on hand to purchase the organ console elevat-
or and told a reporter for the Denver Post that he hopes to install
it in his home,

The Centre Theatre, an art deco palace that did not have an
organ since it was built after the advent of talking pic-
tures, will be the next theatre to be demolished. This
leaves only the deluxe Paramount with its twin console
Waurlitzer 4m/20r organ. According to Don Wick, who

Society of Australia enjoy a free film night at their own motion
picture house, the Capri. A full length feature plus two Tom and
Jeiry cartoons and other selected short subjects are shown. Theatre
organ music is heard on a Gulbransen 620 (until the club finishes
installing its own 4m/16r pipe organ), and members bring their
own basket supper. "Bubbly and soft drinks are supplied by the
club. One membership card admits the bearer, a friend or the en-
tire family,

NEW ORGAN STAR DISCOVERED WHEN FEATURED ARTIST IS

UNABLE TO MAKE APPEARANCE FCR FIRST DANCE PROGRAM
Cinema Organ Society members in Glasgow, Scotland, had ad-

vertised a dance with an organist to play tﬁe theatre pipe organ in

the civic centre hall. At the last minute the artist was unable to
Lhe _there and

Any Shearer, a member of the society,stepped in to
substitute. He was the surprise of the evening and is
now rated as a new star in rgxe concert and dance or-
gan world. In England a great many theatre instru-

ments are played for dancirg,both pipe and electronic.
The most famous theatre organ installation, of course,
is the Wurlitzer in the Tower Ballroom at BiEleEE{_Q}__-

has helped maintain the Paramount organ, the theatre | -
is open, "but it's a day-to-day effort)

June
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