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WHEflfVER ORGANS ARE PUYED AND HEARD.

REGINALD FOORT,DESIGNER OF FAMED
TRAVELING ORGAN,DIES IN FLORIDA

Reginald Foort, designer of the famous BBC/Foort Moller.or-
tan that he had built to travel with throughout the United King-
om, suffered a heart attack Wednesday evening, May 21st and

died the following day. He was 87.
The famous British organist had only recently returned from a

visit to Pasadena, Calif., where he inspected and played the or
gan he had originally designed to tour British provinces. At the
time of his departure he was invited to return with his wife as
house guests of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hill, in Hollywood, and see
other tourist attractions as well as organs in Southern California.
His trip to Pasadena was arranged by Sandy Fleet, who had also
brought the organist to San Diego when the five manual organ
was dedicated in the Organ Power pizza parlor at Pacific Beach
in 1975.
A Florida resident for the past 12 years, he had resided prior :

to that time in Chicago since his arrival in the United States ini
1951. Foort also spent other years in the U. S. when he was or
ganist at the New York Paramount Theatre.
The last organ concert he attended was one presented by

Terry Charles at the Kirk of Dunedin. Foort was introduced to
the audience at this program. During the last week of May,the
two men were to have visited an installation of a new Baldwin
Cinema III electronic organ which reportedly has a console de
signed similar to the British-made Compton organ consoles. It
was,of course, never accomplished due to his death.
A memorial service at die Church of the Good Shepherd was

followed by cremation. The noted organist is survived by his
wife, a son, Michael, a daughter, Betty A. Williams, and four
grandchildren.

'L''Td^idwing'Lt'e'i^Madena'de(^icatidn,'''i^ddtt waV'a^^ ' ' ?
:  would write his opinion of the instrument in its new home :
;  and send it from Florida for publication in The Console. £
I  This he did, shortly before his death, and the letter is pub-f
r  Ifrhed on Page Six of this issue. £
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TIME SUPPORTS SAVING MOVIE PALACES j
Some years late in giving support to saving the great movie j

palaces for future generations to marvel at and enjoy. Time I
Newsmagazine, in its issue of May 5th, presented an interesting
feature bearing the title—"Lighting the Darkened Palaces" —
and coming out in support of saving the "marbled citadels of ,
fantasy and opulence."

The article, which was illustrated with color views of Loew'j
Valencia,New York City, Fox Theatre. Atlanta, Ohio Theatre,
Columbus, Savoy (B. F, Keith Memorial),Boston and the Aurora
Paramount, also mentioned the three-day national symposium
on the "American Movie Palace" that was held the week prev
ious week in Milwaukee at the Univer- (Continued on Page 16)
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LARSEN THE MAGN I F 1 CENT—Aided and abetted by the
superb Pasadena Civic Auditorium organ, Lyn Larsen presented an
outstanding concert Friday evening, May 23rd, that has brought him
an avalanche of congratulations. His concert on the five manual
organ is being hailed as the finest he has played todate. That is a
concert audience consensus, judging from the many individuals who
have gone out of their way to praise Larsen's highly musical collec
tion of pop tunes, show tunes—both old and new—his lively salon
selections and exciting classical numbers. His artistry was also
manifest in the absolute refusal of his audience to let him leave the
console until he had played three encores. He ended the evening
taking the console down playing "With A Song In My Heart'l

UA.CHAFTER CHAMPIONS FOR ALL NEW 80^
MEMBERS) IN NATIONAL;GIVE NOD TO LEDWONi,
SKLENAR AND NEEDLER IN COMING ELECTION.

Los Angeles Chapter ATOS Chairman and Board of Directors this
month sent a special letter to members suggesting that "Each year
four National Directors are elected by the membership and this year
there are three candidates running whom we believe must be elect
ed if ATOS is to begin to progress as it should."
"These candidates are JOHN LEDWON,RICHARD SKLENAR and

TIMOTHY S. NEEDIER," the letter continues,
i  A brief note about each man was given and it was also noted that
Needier and Sklenar, at their own expense,published an ad in the

I current issue of Theatre Organ magazine outlining their goals for
; National in their bid to win the vote of the membership,

"It is your Board's view that changes must be made both in the
composition of the National Board of (Continued on Page Three)

FORMER SH0\MV1AN,CONCERT PROMOTER,CONGRATULATES CIVIC SHOW PRODUCERS OF LATOS
"Lyn Larsen's rousing rise on the five manual console of the especially on a holiday weekend such as Memorial Day, which tra-

Pasadena Civic Auditorium organ Friday, May 23rd, was up- ditionally is a very shakey time to have such an event simply be-
beat all the way and was the culmination of a great deal of cause many people leave town for the three-day holiday, as they
planning that contributed outstandingly to the very successful do at other holiday periods.
performance. The officers of Los Angeles Theatre Organ So- "It is also worthy to note that since Ralph Beaudry has become
ciety deserve the heartiest congratulations on producing such chairman of the organization there has been a noticeable upswing
an eventful and misical show," writes Jack Reynolds, a mem- in activities to build the local unit and improve its already impress-
ber of LATOS who has operated motion picture theatres and ive stature within the world of theatre organ. Some heads of the
was the man responsible for getting the local club's first big- national administration might be inclined to want to keep ATOS
time concert off the ground at the Wiltem Theatre Ncvember small, but it would be to their advantage to note what L. A. and
3, 1962. The society presented Ann Leaf in a midnight con- several other units are doing to build the organization into what it
cert and rang up its first successful venture. Reynolds was not should have been a long time ago.
only a consultant but did a great deal of 'leg work' for the show. "It was a big decision to follow the Hazleton dedication with an-

""From my own experience in promoting concerts both in other major concert and posting a price of $4. 50 and $6. 50 for the
Los Angeles and the San Francisco area, I Imow it was a tre- seats. It was also a major decision to place tiie extensive advertis-
mendous decision by the club officers to produce this concert, ing campaign in Southern California news- (Continued on Page 7)
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DENNIS JAMES PLAYS AFl SHOWS IN MIDWEST
Dennis James has been accomplishing in the midwest what Gaylord

Carter did on the Southern California scene—playing accompani
ment for the American Film Institute's "The Best Remaining Seats"
series. The first show was presented at the Milwaukee Oriental Thea
tre (photo at right), James played an electronic organ because the
three manual Kimball pipe organ currently being installed was not
ready to be used.
The second show was at the Chicago Theatre. "I must say it was a

great personal significance to appear at such a famous theatre on the
Wurlitzer with a film star of Miss Gish's stature," he said. He used the
original D, W. Griffith score for the film "Broken Blossoms'! The per-
formance was given excellent coverage in a review published in the
Chicago Tribune.
The Ohio Theatre presenta

tion was notable in that Miss
Gish is a native of the state,
and was pleased to remain to
answer questions from the
stage. She also attended the
post-concert reception on the
stage.

Another midwest tour is in
the offing and will include the
Indiana University and possibly
theatres in Northern Indiana
and Michigan. James noted
that contracts have not been
signed and the project may be
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Mortons" has been started by
the artist. He will include me

Binghamton Forum Theatre
Morton and other Morton or
gans around the country in the
series.
He is also planning a west

coast junket and will play at
Leisure World, Laguna Hills on
December 2nd. (3n November
14th he will be in Sacramento

.4K5 1-
"'tM'

Dennis James with Lillian Gish at the Ohio Theatre in
Columbus following the screening of La Boheme. The
three AFI shows were well attended.
for the local organ club. He is available during that
time for other west coast dates and can be contacted by
writing him at the Ohio Theatre, 29 East State Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43215.

Concerning the Ohio Theatre Robert-Morton organ,
James noted &at improvement has been made with the
unsteady wicd on the Tibia Clausa in trems off playing.
"A recently installed winker which only works in trems
off mode has perfectly solved the problem," he said.

Another tuning problem of unequal temperatures

within the chamber due to the
double banked vertical pipe layout
has been solved with the installa
tion of ceiling fans which keep tlie
air moving throughout when the or
gan is being played.

It was also disclosed that the
new organ series for 1980/81 opens
Sept. 28th with Bob Ralston; the
annual Halloween midnight show on
Oct. 31st with James at 9ie con
sole; Keith Chapman,Nov. 22nd;
James' annual solo concert on Jan.
31st; George Wright March 28th;
and closing with "Music for the Mo
vies II" with a full elngth silent
film accompanied by James with
the Columbus Symphony.

ELKO THEATRE RESTORES ITS
KIMBALL: JAMES OPENS IT IN OCT
A new concert location will be [

opened in October by Dennis James |
when he plays the restored 2/10 [
Kimball pipe organ in the Elco ;
Theatre, Elkhart, Indiana. It was j
not disclosed who restored the organ,

LA WANTS NEW BOARD MEMBERS

—continued from page one
Directors and in the National By-Laws
if ATOS is to move forward as it
should.
"Your vote is essential to the future

of the Theatre Organ Movement and
each of the candidates needs your
vote to win!"

I  The letter also explained that "since
: we do not know the names of all the
candidates who are running we cannot
recommend a fourth name but it

should not be an incumbent Board

member! " It was also stated tliat the

voting this year would be by secret
ballot—"After 25 years this is the
first secret ballot," the letter empha
sized.

TRUMPET TO TAKE PLACE OF SAX

FOR SAN GABRIEL WURLITZER
On the recommendation of George

Wright, the order that was placed for
a brass saxaphone rank for tiie San
Gabriel Civic Auditorium Wurlitzer
will be changed for a trumpet rank.
The trumpet will help the ensemble
far more than the saxaphone. The
oboe horn will be moved out of its
chest in the main chamber to the solo
side and the trumpet installed in ite
place in the main.

*Bobzien Turns In Keys*
Merle Bobzienj crew chief of the

San Gabriel Wurlitzer for several
months, relinquished the job by turn
ing in his keys to LA TOS officials.
It was learned that he was not happy
over the situation that developed on
the rank change in the instrument
and other situations which were not

discussed with him prior to activating
them. LATOS Member Bill Exner
has accepted the position, it was an-
n ounce d.

LA HEAD REFUTES LANDRUM
BOAST OF MEMBERSIdlP IN ATOS

In answer to the statement made by
Tommy Landrum that ATOS has ex
panded to 6,000 members in its 25-
year history, LA ATOS Chairman
Ralph Beaudry told the club Board
of Directors that in his estimation it
is little to brag about just 250 in
crease a year is not really much to

. extoll, but 2, 500 a year would be,
Beaudry declared.
He is not alone in this thought a-

bout ATOS. There have been other
members throughout several years
who have advocated that the organi
zation should by this time have well
over 15 to 20, 000 members.



Han DalglieshH sgm
FULL CONVENTION PLANS DETAILED BY IAN
It was reported in the April issue that train violence witnessed by j

;  several organ buffs from Hollywood during their stay in London
i was reported by newsmen to be less violent than that taking place^
i  in New York City—-and that street crime was prevalent along e
E with extremely high prices. This was not published to attempt r •' I'
s  creating a scare situation, especially since the conditions in the E HPyl I
t City of London was described by a native, but merely to point = HI '
I out anyone planning to attend the convention of ATOS should be E , i , i.
1 aware that London is no better or worse than any other metropoli-| ■■11^
I  tan region. It is, as Ian Dalgliesh commented in a letter to theE -.]
i editor, "That unless people say they are here for tlie ATOS Con-
i vention, they are bound to be charged more money. These are
i special prices for ATOS (hotel, etc.)." This situation prevails stf
I all national conclaves. Regarding purchases in stores, etc., the "
I  inflation spiral has sent prices soaring everywhere and London e Compton's 5m/- r
: merchants charge according to their cost of operation and need r or^an in the
I for profit. Common sense should prevail when consideration is = T
I given to making the trip to England. If the visitor seeks violenceE Sauare Theatre
E  it is there to be found. Wandering alone late at night or in dist- e Doreen Chad- *
= ricts where police protection is slight is an invitation to trouble, e giatedto
E just as it is in any major city. If the visitor plans to buy fancy =
I clothing, gimcracks, etc., then it is wise to assume prices will be E mom of Tulv 21
E something more than nominal. E J / • L.

.Mil A
I promised that those of you interested in attending the ATOS Convention in England

would get the latest details. There are a few changes from the tentative schedule that I I
was given and which was published in the Feb. /Mar. issue of Theatre Organ magazine, i

Sunday, July 20th is registration at the Penta Hotel, with a brief tour of London, then a i
concert by George Blackmore at the Gaumont-State cinema on the Torch Special 4/16 •
n p'rTCTPP''' Wurlitzer. A sherry reception afterwards at the Gaumont-State in the up- 'stairs foyer. This in itself will be unusual as the concert will be late even-JULi ingj an unheard of event here! •"
'''''fvldn<3ay'morning, July 21st will have convention visitors attending a concert by Doreen •

Chadwick on the 5/17 and Melotone Compton, known intemationaliy as "The Duchess"sit-
uated in the most prestigious cinema in Great Britain—the world famous Odeon Leicester
Square. The rest of &e day will be for optional tourSj home tours, which can mean Les
and Edith Rawle's home at suburban Northolt and their 3/19 Wurlitzer—their son Len's
home at Chorleywood in Hertfordshire and its 4/24 Wurlitzer, and also the musical museuni , E
DT'trWnjpfA'/T' '' Brentford in West London. Here are a priceless collection of automatic ■ .
PAT ArF organs, pianos and a beautiful 3/12 Wurlitzer from the Regal-ABC Cinema,,  West Kingston, London. Tuesday morning, July 22nd, sees a bus trip west- ■ :jULi <i<Lna -wards to Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire ana its Civic Centre where John '
N^ann' 'will'play a concert on the splendid 4/22 mostly Compton organ. It came from the
Paramount-Astoria in London's Finsbuiy Park. A Dutch-built Standaart from tlie Commo- '
dore Cinema, Hammersmith, London, has been wedded to it and a new console. After a '
buffet lunch a bus trip into the county of Oxfordshire and a stop at one of our fabulous and '
stately homes, Blenheim Palace. Alan Cornell will preside at the four-manual Willis
concert organ, the largest classic home installation in England. In a country with such a :
fantastic history and heritage as Great Britain we have literally thousands of stately homes, :
as we call them, many hundred of which ate open daily to the public to enable them to i
enjoy the treasures in them. There are paintings by the world's masters, furniture and of- j
ten beautifully landscaped gardens n* other countries in the world can match. Just study i
the many direcctries printed each year. i

Blenheim Palace was built by Sir John Vanbrugh, one of Britain's greatest builders and i
was a gift from Queen Anne to the Duke of Marleborough, for his defeat of Louis XIV.
What a simply delightful way of thanking someone! Commenced in 1705, in the then fash •
ionable Baroque style, it was later to be the birthplace of another famous member of the
same family who was bom here November 30,1874—Sir Winston Churchill,no less. i

After this it's a bus trip back into London to Broadcasting House, the most famous build
ing of the BBC. In the largest studio, which is called Concert Hall, is situated the firtt cf ,
four special organs built by John Compton for the BBC, a magnificent concert instrument
of 33 ranks played from a four manual console featuring Compton's unique luminous push-
on-push-off stop control. This is a very rare event, too. Thousands of BritisLers have nev
er had the chance of seeing this world-famous organ played live, so it will be quite an
honour to be able to be there. To play the concert will be the brilliant William Davies.
^any regard him as the greatest organist of all and although one tends to think of him as
a theatre-style player and concert pianist he is a brilliant all-round player and hugely en •
tertaining personality. He really knows this fabulous organ.
r'i^''X'N'AnA'' Broadcasting House is the Art Deco early thirities style and is well kept
CWHSTIE ON as befitting the State Radio and Television Service should be. Mr. Comp-
JULY 2^rd torn, a true genius, was faced with the task that other rivals were forced toabandon. Installing a large organ specially voiced for radio in a confined
space with chambers no more than five feet deep, the room wasn't designed for the organ
when it was built and first opened.

Wednesday, July 23rd sees organ buffs off to East London's suburb
of Walthamstow and its Granada cinema vfbere David Shepherd will
play a concert on the excellent Christie 3/12, one of the best survi-

David Shenherd is one of our finest vounzer zeneration of nlaveis
in true British mold.

I've often mentiored a Roman Catholic priest by (Cont.Page 5) MSY
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BLENHEIM PALACE and its Willis concert organ
will be seen and heard July 22nd during the ATOS
Convention programme. In the photo above, Les
Rawle points out particular organ feature to an
American Organ Crawl visitor. —John D. Sharp

Photo

the name of Father Gerard Kerr. He much prefers
theatre organs to church organs to church organs. In
fact, at each of his last two churches he has taken
out the classical instruments and installed most de
lightful Compton theatre organs. You could say a
"Heavenly" idea.

Following the delights of the Moorish-style Gran
ada cinema you will stay in the eastern suburban
belt ky visiting Father Kett's present church, St- -
Mary's at Hornchurch. Here he has installed the 3/9
Compton that came from the Rialto cinema, Ley-
stone, in London. It is one of the oldest Comptons
still intact and dates from the 1920s. A new console
was added in 1931. Stanley Whittington will playa
concert on it. After this you will experience hear
ing and seeing a late style Compton when you go in
to the St. John Vianney Church at Clayhall in the
district of Ilford. A modem church with a splendid
3/7 and Melotone. You will be surprised how brill
iantly John Compton succeeded in getting such rang
of colours and big, big sound. This organ came from
the ABC cinema at Northampton. Ena Baga, of in-
fiMoTHTrn' " temational repute, plays this one.

ATvT^A Thursday morning sees you in the
mr V Southwest of London, in the Kingston- ;jULi ^4tn upon-Thames area and the Granada
cinema.' 'Built in 1939 and opened as WWII started,
it houses an excellent 3/10 Wurlitzer, a rebuild of
an eight ranker Model F from the mid twenties that
had been in the Picture House in Edinburgh, Scot
land. Bryan Rodwell concertizes here. He is still the
top "Swinger" for a great many. He has brought
jazz styling to the fore over here. The afternoon
was to have been in the Sussex coastal resort of Wor
thing, but that instrument will not be quite ready to
hear and a substitution will be in effect. It has not
been announced as yet.

Friday, July 2Sth sees a concert by an
ua'tt eminent concert organist in-cne of the"AI-L ■world's most famous concert halls—The
JULY 25th Royal Alert Hall, London. This delight-

BROADCAST HOUSE CONCERT HALL and its 4m/33r Compton will be played for
the ATOS Convention group by William Davies. The concert will be recorded for
later broadcast over the BBC. There is a small balcony area. The BBC Symphony
has its own studio equipped with a three manual Compton at the Maida Vale stu
dio complex in Nor&west London. —BBC Broadcasting House Photo
ful houses the 4/146 organ that is loved and known to millions, litterally, over
here. Our great "Father Willis" built it originally, but Harrison & Harrison enlarg
ed and rebuilt it in 1930. The reeds are amcmgst the finest anywhere in the world,
as any expert will tell you. The immense oval-shaoed concert hall now sparkling
in its repainting and cleaning is quite an eyeful itselL, apart from the exciting
sound.

From the West London (Kensington) area in buses ylu will then be taken through
the countryside to the seaport and city of Southampton. Here in the splendid mu
nicipal complex known as the Guildhall, in the concert hall, is one of the wond
ers of British municipal-owned organs. It is a John Compton masterpiece, the
much-loved dual purpose 4/50 and Melotore with two consoles. Again, as at the
BBC, there is a luminous button classic -style console and also a large horseshoe
theatre one. What an organ! It has everything a top theatre instrument should
have and much mote besides. Real mixutres, straight buffs cannot complain in
this case. Built in 1937, it's really unmatched as this type of organ gees. Regu-

,  lar concert are given here, of course, and the one name associated with it is
Reginald Porter-Brown. So many Americans who have thrilled to this organ have
litterally requested to have Mr.Porter-Brown return again. Reggie really knows

- how to handle &is big one.how to handle this big one.
The chambers have an unimpeded egress into this concert hall. The Tibia isn't

included on the stop list of tihe classic console—how very British! Prior to this
concert you will have dinner, by the way, and a whistle-stop at the Regal East-
leigh Christie.
H ARR nw ' ''' Saturday morning you will breeze over to West London's suburb-
rn AMAHA Harrow Granada cinema, another 1937 organ. This time it's aWurlitzer, ond one that the firm got in right. It gives a big sound

from just eight ranks—large scale pipework and a crowded single
■stop rail (to save relay costs). It's quite a sound. The typically British side pill
ar console will be the third you will see like it. Here to show the various sounds
it will produce will be two youngsters, both winners of our ATOS Chapter comp
etition. They are Steven Vincent and Pauline Dixon. She is a young lady "Star
Jet" and Madame Florence Dejong, the 'doyen" of British lady theatre organists,
and her sister, Ena Baga. FloTience is looking forward to meeting you all, she
tells me.

What a career she has had—Command Performances for Royalty, royal prem
ieres galore, thousands of BBC broadcasts, many records, and she ha s also made
short filmed organ solos. You name the theatre-—she has played it. No wonder
she and Ena are \vTiting their memoirs.

After the Harrow Granada organ concert comes a trip to the famous Harrow
School. One of our top educational center^ it has a fine four-manual concert
organ by Harrison & Harrison, Roy3l Organ Builders. A top line concert organist
will play for you.

That evening, back in Central London, at the Europe Hotel will be the banquet.
rR'Awn Sunday is styled Grand Finale and a short bus trip to a northern sub-
PTMATP famed and possibly the finest Christie theatre organ, the
nin V 4/15 of the Regal Edmonton. Torch affecionados declare this tobe the scene of his finest recordings. He adored it and told

I nje so himself. In his day it had a hideous glass console.
■ I In 1947 it was given a British Granada-type wood pillar

one like Kingston and Harrow Granadas. Who better than
Douglas Reeve to play for you. He is used to the large
Christie at his own Dome in Brighton. Unfortunately, the
Dome is off for the (Ccttinued on Page 18)



REGINALD J. FOORT

SERENDIPITY M. H. P., LOT ill

CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33515

April 30, 1980

THE FOOfer^MOLLER ORGAN AS NOW INSTALLED IN THE CIVIC AUDITORIUM

This is a magnificent installation. Originally this instrument
was specifically designed and built to be travelled from city to
city in five large road trucks and to be texiq)orally installed on the
stage of vaudeville theatres for a week in each place. The stages
were all hung with numerous thick heavy velour curtains which would
automatically absorb a large portion of the quality and volume of
the tone produced. Moller therefore made each rank of pipes of con
siderably larger scale than they normally would, with the result
that the volume and quality of tone in all these theatres, despite
the poor acoustical conditions, were surprisingly satisfactory.

Now, however, that the instrument has been installed in superb
organ chambers in a magnificent big concert hall in which the splendid
acoustics hardly seem to vary whether the hall is full or empty, the
organ is in ideal acoustical conditions which every organ must have
if it is to sound its best. The result is that the Foort-Moller

organ as now installed is unbelieveably thrilling and effective and
sounds far richer and larger than many organs twice its size.

Not only is the overall volume of tone of the Full Organ an^le
to fill the large hall but it is not just a very loud organ. It is
also equipped with an amazingly rich variety of medium, soft and
even pp.anissimo ranks so there is no kind of music - classical or
popular - which cannot be played on it.

Perhaps its most outstanding feature is that this instrument is

virtually two organs in one. Provided that the organist is e2cperienced
andknows what he is doing , he will find that he has all the full,
rich variety of tones and the ensemble of the old New York Paramount
organ. If he leaves off all the tremulants and chooses the right
stops,the organ will sound amazingly like the world-famous instrument
in St. Paul's Cathedral in London. And 1 have played both organs
quite a lot.

In view of the happy relationship which has always existed
between the Mol3er Company and myself these past forty years, 1 was
naturally a little disappointed that the work of rebuilding and
re-instal1ing the organ was not entrusted to the original organ
builders. However, to be quite frank, I am singly thrilled and
delighted with the result and am convinced that the work could not
possibly have been done any better or more efficiently than it has
been carried out by the Junchen-Collins Corporation.


