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IMPOSING FACADE OF THE GRAND LAKE THEATRE, Oakland, California, as
it looked in late 1933 or early 1934. The huge roof sign has been relamped
and is quite busy during evening hours in its frantic, colorful bursts of illumina-
ting the immediate area with its rocket-like explosions and many tracer lights,
This is also the theatre where Ernie Wilson plans to install a theatre pipe org-
an. Details of the ipstallation have not been learned.

ORANGE COUNTY CLUB REFURBISHING SCHOOL MORTON

Organ enthusiasts living in the Anaheim,Santa Ana region of Orange County
California, have been busy with several organ projects with the main activity
focused on the 3/10 Robert-Morton installed in Santa Ana High School,

The club has been in existance several years and at one time discussed apply-
ing to ATOS National for a charter, However, the pressing business at hauc{

that of getting the former theatre organ in condition, has apparently sidetrack
ed charter plans,

In the issues of the Santa Ana Register and Los Angeles Times there have ap+
peared articles about the organ ‘and the people who are restring it. According
to the Times story there are 44 members of the club who are involved in the
project. They have been given a donation of $500 by the school 's student |
body, plus $2,000 from the Santa Ana School Board and $500 from an unident
ified doner. The club was organized last September and work was started on
the instrument. The project will be finished during this year.

According to Don Cook, president of the club, the organ was installed when
the auditorium was built in 1935 and used in musical instruction classes, playeg
at assemblies and special events until about 1970, It has not been used since
theln bcglacause organ classes were discontinued and in 1972 the Morton was van-
dalized,

ORGANMAN BUTLDS HIS LAST REPLICA PLAYER UNIT

Cn April 11th, Reno Organman Fred Beeks tock one of his Wurlitzer Replica
Style "R" roll players, number nine in his production list of the units, to Bing-
hamton, New Yerk, to install on the Link 3/17 pipe organ in Roberson Center.
It may be the final one he will construct. "This will prcbably be the last one 1
will do}' he said, "I built it for Mr, Ed Link, It is a thrill to have built one for
such a famous man, who himself used to build roll players,"

Beeks zlso noted that "after Binghamton, my wife Eva is headed for England
on the Queen Elizabeth II with the last two complete sets of Wurlitzer "R'' rolls.
They are sestined for a museum there. No doubt they will be heard by some of
the ATOS convention-goers in July;' he concluded.

CHICAGO THEATRE GARNERS GREAT PUBLICITY FROM FILM EVENT

If column mileage has anything to do with helping to save the Chicago Thea~
tre from demolition, this month's spectacular publicity appearing in leading
Chicago dailies will undoubtedly give it a good boost into perpetuity. The Am-
erican Film Institute's "The Best Remaining Seats' program that was held Apil
23rd was featured in special secticns of papers and the Chicago Theatre was picy
tured and described as a part of the special show, Dennis James accompanied a
Lillian Gish silent film and Miss Gish made an appearance on stage.

"It's a lovingly prepared show, full of interest for film buffs, and the theatre it
self, with its lighted domed ceiling, elaborate chandeliers and exotic decoration’
is still a thrilling part of that show, it was noted in the C’hicago Tribune,

ORGAN BUFF PUTTING ORGAN IN THEATRE BALCONY

Howard Burton, Marion, lowa, theatre orglanist and organ buff, who is 78 yearp
old, is currently working on installing a Kilgen organ in the Marion Garden
Thoatre. When it is completed, it will be the climax of a 60-year love affair
with theatre organ music. During the silent era, Burton was a theatre organist.
" The console is already in place in the theatre balcony. Cn the other side is
a 16 by 16-foot chamber where the organ will be placed, It actually is about

MAILING SNAFU LEAVES ALMOST
900 ATOS MEMBERS UNINFORMED:
ABOUT COMING NATIONAL BOARD
ELECTION; STARTS RUMOR MILL

Rumors and letters resulted from a mailing snafu
this month that left approximately 900 members of
the American Theatre Crgan Society without their
latest issue of Theatre¢ Organ magazine, The prime
loss to the readerless members, since the journal is
about the only means of official communication for
the organization, was the announcement of the com-
ing election and instructions fcr {ndividual members
who wish to enter their names. Most crucial was the
stipulated closing date —-April 16th. There was also
information about the coming London convention.

The late distribution of the magazine-—it finally
appeared in Los Angeles area mail boxes between
April 18th and 21st——caused Los Angeles Chapter
members to inquire of their chairman, Ralph Beau-
dry about its failure to appear and also spawned the
ugly rumor that maybe national officials were held-
ing up delivery as punishment because the chapter
had the audacity to institute an associate member-
ship plan in January.

Concurrent with the flood of complaints, it was
learned that San - Diego Chapter, which is about 100
miles south of L, A, , had already received the issue;
Aloha Chapter members in Hawaii were also reading
their copies. Both areas had the magazine in March,

On April 1st, Beaudry sent National President Lan-
drum a letter asking about the late delivery of the
magazine, He cited the fact that Lee Prater, mem-
bership secretary, had sent word cn February 28th
that L. A. dues money had been received and that
all L, A, members were then on the computer, plus
the fact that a supplemental set of labels for mailing
them the magazine would be sent to T, O, mailing
office the next week. Beaudry matter-of-fact ask-
ed for an explanaticn to satisfy the inquiring mem-
bership,

Landrum sent the letter to Prater, who answered it,
He started hedging immediately by listing dates as *
various segments of the snafu started developing: His¢
explanation—IJan. 1 renewals for 1980 are due; Feb.,
4 the thousands of renewals received by this date de-~
livered to computer services; Feb. 7 received renew-’
al sheets for 368 LATOS members, but no payment;
Feb. 14 got mailing labels from computer services,
checked and then mailed them to mailing services
in Detroit; Feb., 19 LATOS check for Feb. 4 renewals
received; MAR, 1 delivered all renewals received
since Feb, 4, plus all changes of address, etc. , to
computer services; Mar.14 got mailing labels from
¢. s, ,checked and mailed them to m. s, (Detroit).
A1l LATOS members were on this mailing; Mar, 21
labels arrived at m.s. in Detrcit, They were sent
first class, Pricrity Mail the same as previous mail-
ings, Postal Services unable to explain the delavy;
March 24 the magazines, in envelopes and labelled
were consigned to the tender mercies of the Postal
Service,

Prater then informed Beaudry that it was entirely
the fault of Los Angeles Chapter because renewals
were late and he closed his letter stating that Beaudry
should apologize to Landrum for having requested an
exglanation. This letter was dated April 13.

eaudry replied April 17 with an explanation, but
he did not send Landrum an apology. In the mean-
{ime the final act of the snafu situation came to
ight,

gWhen telephone calls were made to Detroit, some-
one wiggled off their chair and started investigating
to determine why the magazine,reportedly mailed
March 24th had still not arrived in L, A, And it al-
so came to light that other chapters had members
who had not received their issues; New York and
Sierra units, it is believed, were two other areas that
were included. About 900 copies were involved,

The solution to the entire snafu- apparently was
found at the mailing service on or about April 8th
when mail bags packed with the missing issues were

one-third finished, Semetime this summer, Burton will s':de onto the bench
and surprise theatre patrons with theatre organ music.

In 1958, when he moved to Marion, which is a suburb of Cedar Rapids, he be+
came resident organist at the Paramount Theatre there, a position he held until
the house discontinued organ solos, After that he organizied the local chapter

spotted in a comer of a room
where some employee had put
them. And apparently they
were then carted off to the post-
office and sent out,

of the American Theatre Organ Society and Thas continued his interest in re-

building and playing theatre organs in the area.

o April
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SEASIDE CINEMA AT A% DUCHESS MAY GET
WESTON-SUPER-MARE DUMPED [F RANK

STILL HAS COMPTON 3 D l 1' hg“" NE TWINS LEICESTER
1T IS USED FOR al’l a g IGS T SQUARE ODEON—

CONCERT SHOWS  PRESTIGIOUS HOUSE

CYTT TR S LR s L L s B T T S R T T O ik

Ask any typical Britisher to give you the name of a cinema,(it's not 'done’ to call them | cerns Ron Curtis, who has been doing some
theatres in the United Kingdom) and doubtless the answer would be "Odeony cr possibly thej work for Ranks on this fine organ, a four-
"ABC', Whether you're in a country town, a suburb of London or any provincial city cen-/manual, 10-rank Compton. [ think its the
tre, and you want to try that old-fashioned manner of entertainment, you will need topop|last first run major cinema in the Rank Or-
along to an Odeon or ABC. Undoubtedly, to millions of Britishers, the word Odeonmears ganisation in the provinces to still have its
the world of the big screen, as they now call it, lorgan. And this is a miracle, Virtually ev-

A young Birmingham scrap metal merchant by the name of CSCAR DEUTSCH, during the ery major city centre Odeon has been given
early 1920s got interested in films and formed the W & F Film Service. By 1931 he had re- the twinning job, even tripled and quadrupl-
named it Cinema Service and had six cinemas, By 1933 he changed the name again, this|ed. Happﬁy the Odeon Birmingham has es-
time to Odeon (this name was applied to Greek and Roman theatres for dramatic and musircaped, It's almost perfect.

cal presentations—— it meant also, music hall—Ed) and now owned 26 cinemas, making In 1939, Deutsch purchased the small but
him the eighth largest circuit owner in the UK. e was still a long way behind the ABC | prestigicus Paramount Theatre circuit and
and Gaumont-British circuits. added it to his now powerful chain, County

Deutsch was the first exhibitor to recognise that brand marketing and a corporate image| Cinemas, and other groups, he swallowed
was vital to business, Very early he discarded the omate type of cinema, with its vestiges | up,
of music hall, variety and other theatrical trimmings in decor. His circuit houses establish- Backtracking just a bit, we look into the
ed what con;ures up to all Britishers an instant image of what a cinema is really like— a |year 1938 and what happened then to insure
plain, sleek, cream tiles, hygenic, wood paneling, chrome ashtrays, diffused lighting, com-more of a futre for Odeon. During that year
fortable seating, technically perfect but with decorative motiffs cut to a minimum. There | a Yorkshire flour miller called J. Arthur
is nothing flashy, = sleek exterior, usually with a tower - and perhaps two or three small |Rank, an ardent Methodist and multi-mill-
shops,{ a sweet shoppe (Candy Store, to you!), a hairdressers, and more than likely, NO (Continued on Page Eighteen)
organ, S B iy
%cutsch's young, brilliant architect, the late Henry Weedon, wasn't faced with having t¢
place many organs. Deutsch didn't feel it was worth the expense., Compton was flat out
installing at a rate of approximately one organ a week in the peak boom 1930s in the U. K
Gaumont-British, Union and ABC and a vast number of smaller cinema circuits had the

North Acton works on virtual round-the-clock building instruments, not to mention Wurlit- |EEPW (" :
zers London agencydand fhx{istif anld ConcaclherDas well, i i ) 4 mo e 1%
e said to Leslie Spurlin Sales Director o ompton, .. ou can 'cve to —=%: 4 :

mt??ﬁlat.gccl;liggl%a Sorgans improvepﬁusiuge,ss, then I'll have one inpevery cinemat s PYEVE ta by = PUBLISHED MONTHLY
We organ fans here refer to "a real Odeon" as meaning a cinema built by Cscar Deutsch, -

all identifiable cinemas, by the things I have described (see photo below of high school

auditorium-like Deutsche's Odeon at Weston—Super—Mare{_ During the mid-thirties he

was well on his way to the 200 mark. He watched carefully and noted that his rivals could Editor ..........

Tom B’hend

not resist spending thousands on organs, so he felt he should try them in prestigious situa- British Editor ... .lan Dalgliesh
fions—— Kingston, in Lendon; Bolton, Lencashire; Worthing, in Sussex; Swiss Cottage in a New York Ciphers ....................... R. U, Rank
posh suburb of Nerth London; Haverstock Hill nearby; Wealdstcne in West Londen; and, of Special Features . wervereeenDP. Ed Mullins
" owrse, Blackpool. He just had to have one there! —- Hitler $topped him though), and he| columnist ... Lorraine Humpmuster

also had one at Weston-Super-Mare, a west of England seaside resort. Seaside towns have
.big Odeons to grab that holiday trade-—we do have inclement weather her did you know? | The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
Many Odeons have lost their organs, but Westen-Super-Mare proudly still has'its mighty| lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
Compton. Oh yes, Mr. Deutsche remained loyal like the majority of cinema owners. By| sole, a totally independent publication, in the
a miracle this rare gem of an original Deutsch Odeon has kept and used the organ, a three interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
manual six ranker, and like all Odeon proper built houtes has its glass illum inated consold to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
still intact. I think the Solo Cello unit no lenger oEerates but occasionally in this far and reports internationally news of all types of
flung and organ-starved area there are concerts. The Rank Organisation are spending £~ | organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
some money and having RON CURTIS, a well-known organist and one-time Compton or-| Cclassical.
gan builder, bring the instrument up to scratch for more concerts.
Opened by Alfred Richards in 1935, the organ will be "re-opened' by three {ormer resi+ The Console provides equal space to all organi-
dents-—V. Jchnson Lewis, Peggy Weber and ROV Pearce. This will be on ]U.ly 6th. The orl zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
gan was broadcast many times by the BBC in the past. Ron Curtis, who owns two superb as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
Compton organs, in his excellent studio at Bolton, has proved popular in your country and graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
Canada._He_will be.coming your way.for.the fourth-year, and one of his dates will be the| Efams, technical articles, both contemporary and
. Empire State Fair audit- nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
orium where there is a | terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,

Style 235 Wurlitzer. Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.
Curtis has appeared a
great deal reccntly at Subscriptions — United States and Canada,
the celebrated Odecon inl $%12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
Leicester Square, flag-| United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
ship of the Odeon chain| second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
In this house Oscar will be furnished upon request.

Deutsch really lashed
out to install one of the Please make Checks or Money Orders payable

greatest theatre organs to: THE CONSOLE, Paymel:lt from. Canada or
ever built, ROY Pearce Overseas must be on an international money
is one who knows, A order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
lcmg time Odeon organ- sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.
ist, and in recent years
an Odeon circuit mana-
ger, he is now one of
the managers of the Cd+ Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
eon l€lce§ter Square, no  should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
less. A pity he can't J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
get to play the famed 744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

- h organ,
“A"CASCADE"CONSOLE-—This 3/6 Now, whilst we are Display Advertising .Rate. .Cards sent upon re-
Compton organ in the Odeon, Weston - taliing Odeon, one of quest._f«ddres.s all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Super-Mare, in the County of Somerset, the very few houses in | Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744.C, Pasadena,
has its illuminated "Cascade" console this chain with an organ Calif. 91104.

o— that changes colours in typical British i the Odeon, Birming-
Apml 1980 style. —photo by John D. Sharp ham. Again this con- |

EO O

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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It is no secret that in its London quarters the Foort/BBC Moller organ
was something less than an exciting instrument to hear, The dullness of
the organ caused many listeners to tune out programs broadcast from
Jubilee Chapel, although those who were permitted to be in the studio
when the organ was being played have noted that its quality of tone
was decidedly better than when hearing it over the airwaves,

Whether this factor was enough to cause the BBC to sell the organ, or
if the price offered by Dutch interests brought about its departure from
England is not known. But the crgan was sold and moved to a church
in Holland, ostensibly for broadcasting over Radio Hilversum. Then,
as the story goes, the two theatre organists who could play the instru-
ment died and the broadcasts apparently ended. Again, it is not re-
corded if the organ was played for church services, although it would
seem likely that it was,

There is little doubt that it was specifically what the church wanted,
and when San Diegan Preston M, Fleet made an offer for it, very short
time elapsed until it was on the high seas bound for America and the
Moller factory at Hagerstown, Maryland.

It must be said that the five decker delight really never had the op-
gorpunity to play in a hall that really could accomodate its large-scale

esign.

NMoller had orders to fix it up for installation in a former theatre in
the Pacific Beach area of San Diego that would become Organ Power
Pizza Number Two. While the room was fairly large into which it
played, the organ obviously was too large. At the dedication it was
played by Reginald Foort, who knew much about registering the huge
box of whistles. He was able to produce scunds that were fairly defin-
itive, although the instrument was almost overbearing when full organ
was used.

Others who made up the staff of organists playing the Moller each
night were not as successful with controling the bekemoth, but they
did manage to make music for patrons. When it was opened up, the
N.oller could shake the building and surrounding territery and talking
over a piece of pizza had to be suspended until the selection ended.
There were times when the Moller seemed to throw gobs of musical
mud around the room into which it played. But it was a true conver-
sation piece and played its life out until the pizza parlor went dark. A
remodeled restaurant idea also failed to attract profitable patronage
and the organ was finally pulled out of this home and put into storage.

Then it came to the attention of J. B. Nethercutt, founder of the
now famous Tower of Beauty, San Sylmar Museum. He had already
donated several theatre and church pipe organs and was convinced the
Moller would make some municipality a fine addition for a community
hall or- auditorium,

It has never been disclosed how many cities indicated their interest
in having the organ, It is known that the late Theatre Crganist Al
Sacker tried desperately to secure it for the Beaumont, Texas Civic Au-
ditorium, He and any others who might have wished to have the organ
lost out when it was decided to offer the instrument to the City of Pasa-
dena, California, Pasadena's Italian Renaissance-style auditorium
had been constructed with chamber space and wind ducting provided
for an organ (and the city fathers' fervent hope some well-heeled citi-
zen would supply gold and silver enough to buy a big box of whistles),
but from the time the 3,000-seat hall was opened in the early thirties
until last year the only thing resembling an organ was an early model .
Hammond that was donated. It was destroyed when a lire damaged COMING OUT-—— A mobile crane was used to lower part

of the Foort/BBC Moller from its resting place in Jubilee
Chapel in London when the instrument had been sold to
Dutch interests.

e

the stage and proscenium area of the auditorium,

Upon acquiring title to the Moller, Nethercutt brought it to
the Los Angeles area for storage. The console and huge relay
were taken to San Sylmar Museum shops for modification, Part
of the instrument was stered in the carpeted garage.

The contract to install the organ was awarded the Junchen-
Collins Organ Corp., of Woodstock, Illinois. David Junchen,
the head of J-C, moved to Pasadena and started working on the
project last July, He was assisted by Steve Adams and Dan Hor-
enberger.

It can be stated that this organ became a '""'new" organ after
Junchen started working on it. He deserves the credit for the
tonal quality it now posses. This facet of the installation is
covered in the story describing the dedication program.

Now that its days of travel appear to be ended the five man-
ual music maker is expected to become far more famous than
it was previously and that it will be utilized for many occasions
in its new and attractive home. The instrument is capable of
being used for diverse entertainment—
silent film accompaniment, popular
theatrestyle concerts, classical work;

.ll I‘_ip

HOLLAND HOME —Final European location was this church near choral literature and the like, Everything
Radio Hilversum in Holland. The next stop,on its way to the Pa- i1 1980 is available to the qualified organist who
cific Coast was the Moller factory in Hagerstown, Maryland. e ypri 2 knows how to use it. —— continued
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