CONMPLETE BEAUTY-——Cheryl Prewitt,
Miss America, was honored by her alma
mater, Mississippi State University last
year and rode in Bob McRaney!'s replica
1936 Auburn Speedster which he built
himself. Miss America, in addition to
being something to lock at is something
to hear. She is an accomplished organ-
ist, pianist and vocalist. McRaney was
a former theatre organist and following
the close of the silent film era became
owner of radio stations,

AFI TNVADING CHICAGO
WITH "BEST" SHOW,JAMES

In limited format the American Film

Institute will present Chicago with its shov
"The Best Remaining Seats'" at the Chica

go Theatre, Wednesday, April 23rd at
7:30pm, It is a repeat of the Institute's
highly successful series in Southern Calif-

ornia that featured Gaylord Carter playing

silent film accompaniment on various
theatre pipe organs and on an electronic
instrument at the Crpheum Theatre in
downtown Los Angeles because the Wurl-
itzer was not playable,

Dennis James will accompany the film

""Broken Blossoms" on the Chicago's Wurl-

itzer. Lillian Gish, star of the film, will

be on stage to discuss her career. In addi-

tion to the new tinted print of "Broken
Blossoms" she will have clips from some
of 'the finest movies in which she starred,
Tickets for the single performance are
$8 ($7 for Cinema/Chicage and AFI mem
bers).in the orchestra and front circle; $5
for the upper circle from all Ticketren
outlets; or by mail from "The Best Re= .
maining Seats", Plitt Theatres,Inc,, 175
No. State St., (Centinged on Page Six)

never have tried to impose,

was dated by Landrum Februar
and finally arrived in Los Angeles
March 3rd‘f The communication
lag, in this case, was directly the

uation,

However, the west coast unit
was not too concerned over the
move made by Landrum since it
has always been understood a na-
tional president merely serves as
a front man for the club and has
little or no authority, The action
against the club would require in-
vestigation by the national board,

-
E

fault of the national end of the sit- |

and for full suspension a vote of
the entire membership would be
necessary, it is believed.

*Seek Bylaw Changes*

To settle the matter once and for |

™ NAT[ONAL BACKS DOWN WITH WHITEWASH ABOUT SUSPENDING
LA ATOS; LA PLANS TO REQUEST BYLAW CHANGES FOR PLAN

—New York Unit Institutes Plan That Loopholes Associates——
) (Story on Page 14)

Suspension of Los Angeles Chapter ATOS turmned out to be a comic opera situation this
month when Tommy Landrum, ATOS natienal president, lifted the suspension he should
e tr After being notified that his chapter had been shoved out of
the organization pending a probe, L. A. Chairman Ralph Beaudry immediately dispatched

a letter to Landrum in which he asked where the authorization came frem giving Landrum
. the legal right to suspend anyone er anything, This letter was sent February 4th. A reply
13th, but it did not get into the mail until February 28th

WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ

all, LA plans to submit changes for
the bylaw revision work now under-

VOLUME |8 NUMBER 3

way. It is also understood the other
request for changes will involve time
limit in office for national officers,
cemplete dismantling of the chapter
icharter agreement (which should be
covered in the bylaws), plus any addi-
tional idea that are submitted by the
members.

*[ndiana Club Spells It Qut¥
Central Indiana Chapter forwarded
fts recommendations to John Ledwon,
who heads the national revision eff-
ort, Included,and first on the list is
the statement that each chapter
should have an equal vote in the pol-
icy-making decisions of the organi-
zation. Chapter chairmen would sit
on the board as directors. Second on
the recommendation sheet is limiting
to two consecutive terms all board
members, which would give them a
four-year stint in office if re-elected
by the membership.

Central Indiana wants the national
president (and possibly all other offi-J
ters) elected by the general member
ship and not appointed by the board.
This has long been advocated by a
roup of ATOS members who have
ever made zn attemgpt to ferce the
issue,
National election proceedures, one
f the items thrashed out at the gen-
ral meeting in L, A. last year,was

(Continued on Page Six)
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RTCHVOND BUFFS REVITALIZING
LOCAL ORGAN CLUB; HAVE PLANS
TO SEEK CHARTER FROM ATOS

ZCp February 29th, the Richmond Organ Enthus-
iasts Club (ROEC) be gan its 23rd year by presenting
a newly-elected board of directors to the general
membership,-

The ROEC is by no ineans a newcomer among the
many organ clubs found today. When the club was
organized in 1957, the membership rapidly grew to '
150 members who had a mutual interest in the thea-
tre organ and theatre organ music, During those early
years Harold Wamer, who had gained recognition by
his work on the famcus Mosque Wurlitzer, was an in-
spiratien to the club and did much to encourage in-
terest in theatre organ music in Richmond.

At that time Richmond was known as the " Theawe
Organ Capitol of the World", That title was bestow-

_____ ontinued on Page Six)

AUSTRAL IAN CLUBHOUSE THEATRE
PAYS YEAR PROFIT OF $73,000

Gambling that they could make a success cut of
operating a theatre and having it as a clubhouse has
paid off for the South Australia Division of the
Theatre Organ Society of Australia, In its first year
of operation the theatre business returned a net prof-
it of $73,000, This operation was explained in a
feature article published about the club in the Dec.
1979 issue of The Console. It was written by Baden

| Pike, editor of the club newsletter.

~FHESE CONGERNER, GEERAGTER R ARE,

HORRRAGAIN

FEETE A A i

AFTER LONG ABSENBE, COMMITTEE OF . CONCERNED 'MEMBERS SENDING ANONYMOUS LETTERS

Now that the election time for ATOS national officers is loom who has been making decisions all along. Whether in office or not,

ing on the horizen, the anonymous Committee of Concerned

Members are once again publishing news

fourth has suddenly appeared. This particular letter was posted
produced by the same
group since the format and typeface of the equipment used to

from Atlanta,Georgia, and is obviousl

set the text seems identical to the three
last year from Washington,D.C,

the committee are, nor is there a retum

Newsletter No. 4 deals with the suspension delt Los Angeles
Chapter ATOS by National President Tommy Landrum (the sus-
pension was lifted; see story on this page—Ed), and claims that
by so doing, he has helped the old guard's-effort to destroy the
organization "rather than to give up their hold on the board of

directors'!
The letter su
the suspension;

i

As with the original anony-
mous white paper, there is nothing that reveals who members of

gests that Landrum did not act alone in declar-
it is felt the real decision came from the one

h

e still holds
letters—or, at least,a

Landrum's ras

letters that were mailed

mewsletter (re

address published. be regarded a

worthz
If t

the reins and will continue to do so."

From talk in official circles that has reached The Console, the
one the newsletter alludes to was something less than happy about

h act and reportedly told him (Landrum) so. The in-

cident was glossed over and L. A. forgiven.
Although there may be worthwhile suggestions in the concerned

garding the old guard and the fact they should have

"retired" from office years ago after one or two terms}), it cannot

s anything other than an ancnymous letter, totally un-

of recognition,

e committee of concerned members are endeavoring to bring
about a change for the better in ATOS, it would be to their advant-
age to come out from behind the cloak of anonimity and join the
members of ATOS who are activel

folks who have held bcard seats so long that it appears tE
become paralyzed and cannot promote ATOS in a manner to bring
about the growth and exparsion to keep it dynamically alive.

the old

-and. openly opposin
ey have



A musical milestone. Yamaha Electone E-50.

Atechnology called Pulse Analog Syn-
thesizing System, PASS for short, makes the
E-50 a landmark in the history of creating
music. Because with this incredibly ver-
satile Electone, new standards are set in
reproducing uncompromisingly authen-
tic theater, pipe organ, jazz and
orchestral sections, not to mention the in-

credibly realistic percussive cymbal and
rhythm sounds.

The musical milestone of the future is
here fo play today. The Yamaha Electone
E-50. Ask your Yamaha dealer now,

Yamaha International Corperation, PO. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622

€ YAMAHA
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WEINERS (AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS) KEEP 1T—
If you have an Oscar Mayer weiner, a hunk of salami

or a slab of baleney in your refrigerator you are undoubt

edly contributing to the saving and upkeep of the three
manual Barton pipe organ in the Madison,Wisconsin, Os-
car Mayer Theatre. Formerly the Capitol Theatre, it
is now a performing arts center and has been given its
present name because the OM Foundation gave the sum
of $250, 000 towards renovation and restoration of the
movie palace, a Rapp & Rapp creation, Marty Dohm,
pictured above standing beside the Barten console, knew
the city fathers would not spend the estimated $50, 000
to refurbish the crgan
job. "The organ was built for this theatre, , . and I th i |
thought it should remain there in a workable fashion.'
Dohm brought the instrument up to top playing conditio

and on Feb. 24th played it for the Civic Center's "Nost-

algia Day,"

ANOTHER LA DAILY BACKS WILTERN

Additicnal campaigning to save the Wiltern Theatre
from destruction appeared Sunday,March 23rd in the
Los Angeles Herald-Examiner. The editorial in support
of keeping the office building and theatre referred to

It is a 14-rank organ,

Los Angeles' pernicious mania~—making way for the fu-

ture by wiping out the past—and noted the structure is
one of the more flamboyant styles of the 1931 era "that
no one can afford to indulge in these days)

The editorial lauds efforts of local interested architectsWurlitzer. They missed the one train by

who are conducting a feasibility study for uses of the
theatre, "So it looks like the clear heads and creative
thinkers among us have produced an improved chance
that Los Angeles will be able to move into thr future by

selling this little bit of the past, instead of selling it out'

*Wiltemn Fixtures Increase In Value*

When Pacific Theatres closed their operation at the
Wiltern Theatre and sold off equipment, local crgan
buff Don Wallace purchased one of the under balcony
light fixtures. He paid $50 for the item, and some of

his friends who learmed how much he had put out for the
old art deco lamp were certain he "had been taken" be~

cause the fixture didn't appear to amount to much.
Wallace found that it was quite a fixture when he re-
furbished it. He even held a special dedication party

at his home Saturday evening, March 8th, and also hon

ored Gaylord Carter by playing an excellent tape of the
organist at the Wiltern Kimball during a lengthy pract-
ice session, and presenting him with a special plaque
acknowledging his many appearances at the ccnsole for
public presentations.

But back to the fixture., Wallace learned this month

that an antique dealer, with a showroom on Melrose Ave,

one of the 'antique streets' of L, A, ,had purchased the

remaining fixtures and now has them on sale at at slight

ly higher figure that what Wallace paid—-he is asking
$2,000 apiece for them!

RED SIGNALS SILENT FILM AT SAN GABRIEL
"Red Signalsy an all-silent railroad epic, plus short

subjects, will be featured at San Gabriel Civic Auditor-
ium, Saturday, April 26th at 8:30pm, with Gaylord Cart-

er at the console of the Wurlitzer playing accompani-
ment for the screen fare.

All seats

tion now in Heritage Squarge in Los Angeles,
Eerformance are $4, Local rail societies,

for this single
both steam an
has become a yearly affair,

so he put in his own bid to do the

Proceeds from the sale of tick
ets will go to the restoration of the old Palms, Calif. sta

electric, are sponsoring the event which

|JUNCHEN SELLS ORGAN FIRM; MOVING TO CALIF,

Junchen-Collins Organ Corporation has been sold to Burton /. Burten
Southern California industrialist, who will move the firm to a large build-
ing at the corner of Mission and Orange Grove Blvd., in South Pasadena,
California, it was announced this month. The change in .cwnership be-
comes effective April 1st, David Junchen will continue as head of the or-
gan business for Burton, The company will go under the name of Baranger
Studios, The owner also manufactures the ncstalgic and popular ceiling
blade fans with their tulip light shade fixtures under the name of Casablan-

ca Fan Co. o
SAN FRAI\ICI-SCO ORPHEUM MORTON ORGAN FORISALE

San Francisco's Orpheum Theatre Robert-Morton pipe organ, which was
donated to Piedment High School by J. B. Nethercutt, is reported to be for
sale, a victim of the Propdsition 13 axing of funds that would make possible
its installation. Also being unloaded by the Piedmont school autherities
are the remains of the former Morton installation that was in the auditorium,

A brief classified advertisement appearing in the March 13-26 issue of
" Classified Flea Market"a free throwaway paper lists the Mcrton remains
under a heading of: "PIPE ORGAN PARTS—-ALL that remains of a badly va
vandalized 1925 Morton 2/11, For $155 you haul a pile of junk, Call leave
your number (415) 652-0656.

From an unofficial source it was learned that a majority of the school
| board desires to sell the four-manual Robert-Morton since Proposition 13,
the tax-cutting legislation passed several years ago, has cut off funds that
could have been used to pay for installing the instrument in the Piedmont
High School. The crgan was completely rebuilt before being donated to
the school.

It is reported that an offer of $40,000 has been made for the organ, but
school officials are in no hurry to sell it, apparently in the belief that much
better offers may be made, ¥5 is also reported that Dale Porter, who is with
the Piedmont School District, has full particulars about the Morten sale and
can be reached during business hours by calling (415) 653-6522.

It was rumcred, but not confirmed, that Northern California Chapter AT~
OS had considered becoming involved in the project of installation, but the
latest report suggests there is more tall than actiop, and that the organ may
be long gone by the time any decision is reached by the club to help keep
the organ in the San Francisco area.

BELLA ROMA PIZZA KING MAY BUILD THIRD PARLOR

A new pizza parlor may be in the planning stages by the Bella Roma Pizza
Parlor firm that now has two cutlets. It would be a third store and the site
is tentatively spotted in Vallejo, California, nerth of San Francisco, Vallejo
is also the home town of Judd Walton, well-known ATOS personality.

LOS ANGELES BUFFS REPORT BRITISH 'RATIONALIZE STREET VIOLENCE
BY COMPARING IT TO" TROUBLE THAT OCCURS IN NEW YORK CITY

During a visit to England with Rod and Patty Skelding this month, Ralph
Sargent and Alan Stark, Hollywood organ buffs, witnessed gang violence in
which they almost were concerned one night on a retumn train to London af-
ter visiting Len Rawle in Chorleywood to see, hear and play his famous
several minutes and took another.
Coming inte London their train had fo slow down to pass the other unit that
they had missed, It was stopped and police surrounded the cars, Windows
were smashed and the interiors badly damaged. London papers the next
day reported that approximately 175 people had been involved in the fracus
and were arrested, The papers also rationalized the incidnet by citing the
fact that New York subways were the scene of greater terror and vandalism.

*Britisher Paints Dim Picture Of Conditions*

Conditions in London are similar in many respects to those found in any
large city, according to a letter sent to The Console, The writer, an organ
buff, sent word that all visitors would do well to "rob a bank because "Lon-
don these days is now the world's most expensive city and all visitors com-
plain it is one big rip-off. Prices of hotels, food and drink, taxis, public
transportation, clothes, and in fact everything you need to be able to live
are absolutely sky high!" The letter mentions crime being at an all-time
high and that it is unsafe to be on the rtreets at night. (In Detroit during
the 1974 convention, even the 1970 ATOS show in New York City, members
were wamed to travel in groups at night on the streets or in subways for
safety and to avoid being mugged-—Ed). '"Conditicns are much worse
than when you were here several years ago. However, in spite of all the
gloom we shall be very pleased to see you!" the letter concluded.

SPECIAL PLANNING GROUP RECOMMENDS SAVING SEVEN CHI THEATRES
A special city planning group appointed by Chicago's mayor has recom ~
mended saving seven downtown movie palaces as a means of keeping people
coming to the area to shop and for entertainment, Theatres given the nod for
-preservation are: State/Lake; Oriental; United Artists; Woods; Sel (T odd)

Harris (Cinestage); and the Chicago. ~ Of the seven, it was noted that the
State/Lake might not be saved because developing around it may not be
practical.’

LA ORPHEUM WURLITZER WORK TO CENTER ON CONSOLE

Chamber areas of the 3/13 Wurlitzer in the Los Angeles Orpheum Thea-
tre are almost complete; work on percussions is underway at present, it was

Davis, who heads the restoration job for LA TOS. The

next big item will be the console and replacement
of the combination action system that was remov-
ed years ago by an over-zealous buff and never re-
placed. ntil the action work is done, the organ
must be hand registered by organists when they

March
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play it.
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Jan balglies

BRITISH BUFFS ACCLAIM HECTOR AT STATE;
FLORENCE DE JONG GIVEN RECOGN|TION AWARD;
IN THE U.Ks TWINNED
OLD P|PE ORGAN
DISCOVERED IN NORTH LONDON MOV|E HOUSE

GENERAL ORGAN NEWS
THEATRE TO KEEP ORGAN;

[S

It's too lakto cry for me Argentinal..,We all felt like singing on Sun-
day,March 2nd, when a packed Gaumont-State, Kilburn, London gave a
Standing ovations are extreme-
ly rare in the U. K, ,reserved only for the longhair events at venues such
!HOL!SE:, Covent Garden, the Royal Festival Hall, etc.
We are not a demonstrative race and are somewhat stand-offish and
perhaps hard to please. Londoners are noticeably 'hardboiled' but the
diminutive Hector scored a triumph seldom heard on an organ that 2

standing ovation to HECTOR OLIVER A&,

as the Royal Opera

m ostly has the best talent available,

Already the console was up and turned and equipped with Les Rawle's
wooden English-style WurliTzer bench—no Howard Seat for Hector!
bounced on stage, dressed in a light grey suit, and was dwarfed by the
newly painted console woodwork, He said how he was travelling all ov-

er the world as well as plaing a long line of
concerts in the U.K. on electronics for Wur-
litzer, He had recently been to Japan and
added he would play some Japanese hits, .

The audience chuckled when he started
with a rousing, unannounced showstarter that
was not detailed in the programme and then
went into the beautiful hit "Cavatina" by
Stanley Myers from the movie ""The Deer-
hunter!! Hector told us it was a smash hit in
Britian, but strangely somehow you in the US
hadn't really latched on to this charming
piece.

His next items were 'Nola} 'Stardust! with
"oritiental" plunks on the celesta and vibra-
phone, carrying onto 'El Cumbanchero. Ah!
A Latin to play at latin, And how! It was a
really extended version with both feet, too.
He certainly isn't a left foot artist as éley
he is,

A very thoughtful rendering of 'Over The
Rainbow! had him seeking out Strings and
that big Vox, all panting away making dut
it was a larger organ! Then to change he
went headlong into the Bach A Minor, Again
a great display of controlled and proper re-
gistration, not over-heavy, the way most
theatre organists ruin classical music, cor-
rect tempo and super use of the pedals. We
ali craned our necks to see the unworm, un-
loved end of the pedal board get a look in.

After sustained applause he said he loved
Jerome Kerm and after 2 humorous intro
with bumps and crashes, we found out why-
-— quickly—as he went into "Pick Yourself
Up! using lightning changes of key and reg-
ittration, but not breaking the flow of the
piece which all too scon breught us to the
interval, It was the 'Showboat! hit 'Ol' Man
River. Hector muetered all 16 ranks of the
mostly large scale pipework for a whopping
Kilburn roar. The audience cheered back,

As normal, pound notes were exchanged
for the latest LPg~—naturally including a
supply of Mr. Olivera's. Fans waited for
him after the show for autographing the al-
bums. Hot gossip ensued, tea was served,
stronger grown-up drinks were swigged and
the plumbing tested befcre the interval bell
sounded and we groped our way back to our
seats.

His opener this time was Bach's D Minor,
in a stunning display of virtuosity,"Leook
Ma, No Hands" before he served up his ace
Bach Partita--dollops of crisply knocked off

by IBS, no wonder he didn't want the How-
ard Seat. Well, they
don't give an organ-
ist much to hold on-
to. Then it was a
burst of applause as
he broke into his fa-
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The International Theatre Organ Society
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs, It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of

Pub-

organs — pipe,
classical.

pump, electronic, theatre and

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro.
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions — United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE, Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, B0 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744.C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744.C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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FLORENCE DE JONG, one of Britain's
most famous theatre organists, congratu-
lated Hector for his excellent concert.
He presented her with a gift from London
ATOS Chapter in recognition of her long
and great devotion to the theatre organ.

mous version of Noel Coward's "I'11 Foll-
ow My Secret Heart'y a ballad that we all
love here. The Tibias and that big Vox
purred and cooed and reminded us that it
was a Wurlitzer, The do this sort of thing
in the colonial territories rather well and
without the aid of Tierce and Cuints and
larigot's on their Tibias!

The "mexry 'Flapperette! gave a work-
out to those excellent reeds on this organ
as Hector darted up and down the four
manuals, The'skirl of pipes' imitating
Scots bagpipes brought scaring heights to
the old Scots hymn tune " Amazing Grace!
It was different, an audience~pleasing
piece, if ever there was one. It still myst-
ifies me why, and other Scots who think
it all rather amusing that this long forgott-
en tune should be 'discovered! once again,

Len Rawle then came on stage to intro-
duce young Stephen Vincent who was
wearing his chain of office as “winner of t
the London ATOS Chapter award of the
"Young Organist of the Year'

At this point into the spotlight stepped
FLORENCE DE JONG , doyen of our lady
theatre organists, The applause was tre-
mendous. Hector proudly handed her an
onyX jewel box, the award from the ATOS
London Chapter for her great and long de-
votion to the theatre organ-—well deserv-
ed,as we all recognised.

Speaking as a personal friend of Fluce
Florrie's, she won't mind me telling you
it's just over 60 years— what a career!
Very few can claim that record, She is
kept busy as ever playing on weekly TV
and accompanying the silents at London's
prestigious National Film Theatre,

Florence lavished praise on Hector
whilst sitting on the bench beside him,
She said she had never heard or seen such
a display of talent, We all agreed back.

Hecter, in introducing Florence, said. ..
"How can one describe such a performer
as Madam De Jong, but Florence you are
the cream in the strawberry shertcake of
life!" After a great laugh the audience
applauded with quaint bu¥ charming way
Hector had put it,

The presentation to Hector consisted
of a large framed photograph by your Bill
Lamb of Hector standing with the British
group of ATOSers at the Balboa Park Au-

(Continued on Page 22)






