AS COLORFUL AS ITS OWN WURLITZER —Few pateons of Detroit's caver-

nous Fox Theatre are aware that a beautiful sounding Wurlitzer pipe organ is installed in
auditorium, or even that another organ, a small concert Moller can be played in the tre-
mendous Grand Lobby, Nor are many aware that the auditorium of this huge theatre is as
colorful as its grand organ. This photo was taken durin% July, 1974, when the ATOS Nation-
21 Convention was being held in the motor city, and illustrates just how colorful the house
really is, Organ buffs the world over are well acquainted with the magnificent 4/36 Wurl-
itzer, It has been recorded by Ed Gress, the late Raﬁ'mond Shelly and most recently by
John Muri. The huge instrument produces a thoroughly entrancing "wrap-around' sound
that envelopes its listeners—a sound that is seldom heard now that the large deluxe thea-
tres are being demolished. It has been hinted that if another convention is held in Detroit,
plans will include the Fox and its organs, It was not part of the previous convention but was

\\ WHEREVER ORGANS ARE PLAYED AND HEARD, THE CONSOLE IS READ /

was heard by select groups of ATOS members who visited the theatre after IB%;I].&I‘ perform-

ances were ended. Fox Theatre instruments are maintained by Henry Przybylski and Friends
of the Fox, Another unusual view of the theatre and its Wurlitzer appears on the back cov-
er of this issue,

CHANGE MAY BE ON WAY?

ATOS BYLAWS WILL BE REVISED IF MAJORITY OF CHAPTERS
PARTIC|PATE ,OTHERWISE PLAN WILL BE DROPPED AND THE
ORGANIZATION WILL CONTINUE OPERATING AS IN THE PAST

ATOS Chapters have been notified by John Ledwon, who heads revision of the national by-
laws, that they have until April to submit suggested changes, and that should less than a ma-
jority of the units participate in the revision the plan will be dropped since it would be an in-
dication that most members are satisfied with the present operation of the organization and
content to let it remain unchanged.

Ledwon has requested that proposed changes be sent to him by April 15th and that all who
are interested are invited to attend a national meeting for the revision planning on April 20th
in the Los Angeles area. The location of the meeting will be announced later.

Revision became an important topic during the annual meeting held at the Crown Theatre
in Pasadena last July 11th when notice was served by concerned members that bylaws must
be changed, especially regarding the length of time permitted anyone to serve on the nation-
al board, to enable the organization to continue to grow. At one point during this meeting
the resignation of the entire board was suggested as a means of making changes that are ap-
parently needed in ATOS, Following discussion from the floor and by club officials, one of
whom said he would not resign under any circumstances, the concensus indicated that status
quo would continue until revisions are made, but that they must be made!

Questions have been raised about what is needed in the revision. Most members agree to
limiting the term of office of all national directors. This was ——continued on Page Six
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THEATRE ORGAN LOST
IN STORAGE FLAMES

BY TERRY KLEVIN

A very sad note from Minneap-
olis this month is that the three-
manual, 15-rank Barton pipe or-
gan, originally installed in the
Milwaukee Oriental Theatre and
just recently removed from Cic-
ero's #3 Pizza Parlor in Brooklyn
Center, Minnesota, burned while
awaiting its re-installation in the
St,Paul area. The organ is a to-
tal loss,

Erected in the Oriental Theatre
in 1927, it was purchased and re-
moved in the mid-fifties by How-
ard Lane and erected in the Trio
Roller Rink in Milan, [llinois.

This organ launched Organman
Dave Junchen into the Business. It
was played and recorded many
times by Kay McAbee while in its
rink home. The last organist to
Elay it there was none other than

on Rhode.

The Barton was then purchased
by Cicero's, Inc., a Minneapolis
pizza concern in 1976, The organ

(Continued on Page 6)
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A musical mileston. Yaaha Electone E-50.

A technology called Pulse Analog Syn- credibly realistic percussive cymbal and
thesizing System, PASS for short, makes the rhythm sounds. _

E-50 a landmark in the history of creating The musical milestone of the future is
music. Because with this incredibly ver- here to play today. The Yamaha Electone
satile Electone, new standards are set in E-50. Ask your Yamaha dealer now.
reproducing uncompromisingly authen-

tic theater, pipe organ, jazz and

orchestral sections, not to mention the in- Yamaha International Corporation, P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622

€ YAMAHA



SUSPENSION VIEWED AS FARCIAL; LATOS PLANIS TO CHANGE

OWN BYLAWS TO PERMIT ACCEPTING ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS

Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Society officials are discounting the Landrum letter suspend-
ing the unit's charter and plan to go ahead and revise local bylaws that will clear the way |
to accept associate memberships, There has been a hint from other sources that national
officials (meaning Landrum alone since he has not centacted National Vice President Lois
Segur) have composed a letter that is to be mailed to Los Angeles Chapter suggesting that
the suspension is "off" and that national perhaps acted a bit hasty. But at the end of this
month such a letter had failed to materialize for chapter officials to read,

There have been many suggestions made by members how the unit can accept less than
total membership from local buffs who wish to support the local scene but are not interest-
ed in national aspects of the hobby. Their ideas will be included in the changes that will
be taken up during the general business meeting of the chapter next March 12th at Bell
Friends Church in South Gate, Calif,

At this meeting the club will also take up suggested changes for the national bylaws and |
submit their recommendations to the national committee in charge of revisions. A major -y

ity of active members of this unit have expressed the epinion that terms of national officers

must be limited so that'new blood!.hzs an cpportunity to be elected and help bring about

changes that will imporve ATOS, ‘
CONCERT SUBSCRIPTION SERIES ONE WAY TO COMBAT LOW

ATTENDANCE AT THEATRE ORGAN CONCERTS,OFFICIAL SAYS

Shrinking concert attendance is causing no little concern both in the United States and
in Great Britain and so far only one or two suggestions have been made for remedying the
situation.

In England the cause for lack of attendance is blamed on the high ccst of petrol and reg-
ular rail transportation. There is also a thought that over exposure might be a contribut- |
ing cause, In the U,S. the cost of transportation hasn't been discussed as much as the in+
ability of patrons to obtain gasoline, In the west this is especially frue since public trans-
portation is so poor and everyone must depend on private meuns of attending concerts. The
spectre of over exposure has also been considered. .

The factors can be discounted and concert programs can be profitable, to isnure contin-
uance, one Los Angeles club official believes, He is Ralph Beaudry, Chairman of Los =
Angeles Theatre Organ Society, Beaudry's idea is the program series by subscription. "If
every member subscribes to the concert series on a yearly basis)' he said,"then there could
be no deficit even if the attendance dropped at one or even all of the shows.”

Beaudry cited the premise that the main reason for having the society is to promote con-
certs for the pleasure of the membership. If they failed to support the series idea, then it
would be assumed the desire to hear theatre organ concerts had diminished to the point
where there would be no further need to go to t%e expense and trouble of renting a hall,
hiring artists and printing programs and mailing out announcements. )

A series subscription plan would guarantee that all cests would be met and if ticket hold+
ers were unable to attend for any reason, the performance would still be presented for all

who could be on hand, N
0 SOUTH PASADENA,CALIFORNIA

JUNCHEN TO MOVE FIRM T

Plans have been completed by David Junchen to move the Junchen-Collins Organ Corp.
from its present location in Woodstock, Illinois, to a large warehouse facility situated in
the city of South Pasadena, California, Actual moving date has not been announced by |
Junchen and will depend on final installaticn work underway on the Pasadena, Civic Audi-~
torium Moller organ. The decision to relocate his business was made after coming to
California to erect the five manual instrument in the auditorium for the city of Pasadena.

[LLINOIS THEATRE NOW LISTED ON HISTORICAL REGISTERS

Efforts by the Land of Lincoln Theatre Crgan Society and Restoration Education to have
the Rockford, Illinois Ceronado Theatre placed on historic registers of the State and Natio
al E:eservation books were realized recently when the local showplace became the seven-~
th building in the state to be listed since the recognition of historic structures was started
in 1976. It is expected that the City of Rockford's own histeric listing, which is pending,
will be accomplsihed soon.

A move is uder way to acquire controlling interest in the Coronado by the Rockford Met-
ro Authority to convert the house to a performing arts center,but still permit seven-day-a-
week operation of movies, This would be accomplished by building an adjoining 600-seat
theatre as an annex to the main theatre to accomodate either smaller audiences, cr the mo
tion picture exhibition.

Land of Lincoln Theatre Organ Society will have a program at the theatre Sunday, April
27th at 2pm, with Dick Litterest at the Barton organ, the Martin Ringers (a bell choir) and
the Swing Choir from Winnebago High School.

Restoration Education, the group working with the theatre organ society, is a local Rock-
ford organization dedicated to the preservation, restoration and appreciation of historic
buildings. -—Bob Schmoock

AUSTRALIAN CLUB LCOKING FOR NEW LOCATION TO MOVE THEATRE CRGAN

Redevelopment of the present site of the Dendy Theatre in Brighton, a suburb of Mel-
bourne, Australia, is forcing the Theatre Organ Society of Australia Victorian Division to
look for a new location to re-erect their Style 260 Wurlitzer that has become famous in its
present theatre home, The Dendy Theatre is to be razed and in its place will be two
small cinemas and a supermarket., A committee has been named to find a new place to
move the organ., A storage location for the instrument is also being scught when it becom-
es necessary to remove the Wurlitzer.

LCOKING FOR HOME FOR CQOK 3/30 WURLITZER IN SOUTHERN CALIFCRNIA

Several locations for possible installation by Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society
3/30 Cook Memorial Wurlitzer organ have been inspected by LATOS
personnel, A new auditcrium at Pierce College in San Fernando
Valley, and the John Burroughs High Auditorium in Burbank, also in
the valley are being considered. = Suitable structures that might be
remodelled include old churchs, theatres, or large,high ceiling
buildings located in areas offaring accessibility and reasonable
safety for personnel and crgan.
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»FOR KIMBALL INSTALLATION

CONTRACT-—LATOS Chairman Ralph
Beaudry, left, signs contract for Pasadena
Civic Auditorium rental to produce an
evening crgan concert starring Lyn Lar-
sen. Club Treasurer Steve Ross writes
check for initial payment of the "hall",
Special event is set for May 23rd.

e A R o B o o T S O A R o

LA TOS TO PRESENT LARSEN
IN FIRST PASADENA CIVIC
PUBL[C CONCERT PROGRAM

Los Angeles Theatre Crgan Society
got back into big time concert promotion
this month when an agreement was sign-
ed to rent the 3,000-seat Pasadena Civic
Auditorium and present Lyn Larsen at the
console of the newly installed Moller
five-manual concert/theatre organ. The
estimated cost for producing the show, in-
cluding artist's fee, advertising, rental of
the hall, etc.,is around $5, 000,

Date of the single performance has
been announced for May 23rd at 8:30pm.,

Five artists were considered for the op-
ening club show at Pasadena Civic. - Al
ratedchigh with the society board of dir
rectcrs, and Larsen won final approval.

ACIFIC THEATRES/LA TOS
ISCUSS PANTAGES SITE

Informal discussions with Pacific
Theatres personnel were held recently
by LA TOS officials Gene Davis and Bill
Exner regarding installation of the form-
er Wiltern Kimball pipe organ in the
Hollywood Pantages Theatre, The thea-
tre chain initiated the move by asking
if the theatre organ society would be in-
terested in the project. Exner said the
club would be happy to cooperate, but
that the time element for completing
the job would, of necessity, be lengthy.

The theatre will be dark two months
during the coming Summer and this time
would be entirely available, it was leam-

Edh suggestion was made that Pacific
ask for bids from profesgional installers
who would be hired in supervisory ca-
pacity to oversee the installation and
be on hand to effect time=-saving pro-
ceedures,

Davis and Exner will hold further dis-
cussions with Pacific officials and report
on the progress of the project at the LA
TOS March General Business Meeting.

It was pointed out that before the or-
gan is re-installed anywhere, the console
needs attention. The Perflex that was
installed several years ago has not with-
stood use and must be replaced before
the keydesk is 100 percent operable

' again,



Jan balglies

of Rodgers for the U, K, along with David Shepherd. The or-
gan, a 10-rank rebuild in 1939 of an earlier Model F from
an ﬁdinbu:gh cinema, it has quite a big sound. Rodwell was
the last big name organist to emerge in the 1940's and 50's
on the Granada circuit, Yes, they still have a team of crgan-
ists to tour around,

After the Kingston Granada, concert, buses will have the
fans going to the Sussex coast and the world's first ever sea-

TENTATIVE ATOS CONVENTION PROGRAM LISTED;
WALLACE MUS[C BOOK GIVEN FAVORABLE NOD;

side resort, Brighton, The venue of course is its famous big
Dome Concert Hall. The building, the municipal concert
hall, houses a venerable 4/40 dual purpose concert/theatre

COMMERCIAL TV OUTLET HAS HOLLYWOOD HISTORY i kty thets thonire oosmns mose. oot Chissier o’

Our local ATOS chapter is very busy :
working on the plans for the forthcoming
1680 Convention. Chairman of the group
of officials putting the list of events to-
gether is well-known John Foskett, a lead-
ing name in the hobby over here for some
yedrs now,

A tentative list of organ venues-—and
must stress that it is tentative-—will see
registration and a director's meeting at
the host Penta Hotel, London, slated for
Sunday, July 20th. The first concert is
by the brilliant William Davies on the
4/16 Torch Special Wurlitzer at the Kil-
burmn Gaumont-State Cinema,High Road,
at 9:30pm.

At 9:30am, Monday, at the most prest-
igious cinema in Britain, the Odeon Lei-
cester Square another of Europe's finest
organists, George Blackmore will play the
world-famous 5/17 Compton and Melo-
tone masterpiece called '""The Duchess"
by all. This superb organ has been seen
by more royalty and diplomatic heads
than any organ you can imagine.

Tuesday, the conventioneers leave
London for a trip westward into the (bu-:
colic countryside to visit Aylesbury Town
Hall for a concert by Stan Whittington at
the excellent Compton that cnce thrilled
patrons attending the Paramount-Astoria
in London's Finsbury Pakr district. It now
sports a new large console and has been
beautifully restored and installed by Dave
Pawlin, the organ builder, who lives in the els,

NOREEN AND JOHN FOSKETT will work togeth-
er on ATOS Convention programming as well as
being a bus captain and possibly manning sales
stall. The two have been associated with many
organ recordings on Concert and Amberlee lab-

will know their theatre organs were called Christie, and often
this one is called by the theatre name,
but it is strictly by the classic end of
the business. Anyway, it is powerful

and has a trumpet and other reeds which
| really sing out and it's divided either
side of the stage, The console is a typi-
cal modeme thirties job.

The organist who has been so much
a part of the instrument is a household
name here via his long stint on the or-
gan's bench, his nationwide broadcasts
over the BBC and recordings is Douglas
Reeve—Nr, Brighton.

The building interior decar of 1936
vintage masks the fact that it was erect-
ed nearly 200 years previously as the
Royal Stables for the fantastic Royal
& Pavilion, the seaside palace of King
George IV, This exotic building you
simply must not forget to visit. It's a
Royal Palace that is quite different
from any other in the U, K, (And be
sure to go armed with color film—Ed),

There is at least one organ in this
palace. The big music room is wild
like the other rooms, George IV knew
what he liked!

After this the busses will take fans
along the Sussex coast to Worthington,
a rather sedate resort that had two of
the most exotic theatre organ consoles
ever built, Both are sadly gone from
their cinemas ans the town lest its two
instruments. But, happily, as [ type
this the Assembly Hall sees a hive of

-

town of Aylesbury., Then Louis Mordish of State Kilburn fame is
to play the large concert organ in the magnificent home of the
Duke of Marleborough, Blenheim Palace near Oxford.

The highly popular and clever organist Doreen Chadwick will
give a concert on the four-manual Compton in Abbey Hall in Ab-
ingdon. This crgan now shas‘a larger console and the unique Mel-
otone unit at Abingdon. It was previously installed in Birming-
ham!'s Gaumont-Palace cinema at Walthamstow, Here David
Shepherd, one of the finest of the new generation organists will
give a concert on the delightful Christie 3/12. This instrument
has been restored and is one of the few remaining Christie jobs,
Happily it was one of the firm's best.

The cinema retains traces of its North African decor. Two
smaller cinemas have been fitted neatly into the rear stalls (un-
der balcony) area so it doesn't mean the loss of this fine crgan,

From a young star to an older star of the console later that day
as Alan Comcl% plays the three-manual Compton theatre organ in
St. Mary's Catholic Church at nearby Hornchurch. This nine rank-
er was formerly installed in the Riai’to Cinema, Leytonstene, East
London, in 1927, At that time Compton organs in theatres were
called Kinestra's, by the way. It's one of the earliest jobs by Eur-
ope's leading theatre organ builder that remains intact, Nearby
at another Catholic church, in modem style, is a very fine Comp-
ton that was built 10 years later,in 1937, It will be played by Ena
Baga, just about one of the best-known and loved organists in the
U. K.. The church where this sparkling Compton/Me, otene is St.
John Vianney in the Clayhall area of [fford. Neither Compton has
been given the ‘church' treatment, thankfully. The one respons-
ible for having them installed and 'dumping'their straight organs
is /' TOS Member Father Gerard Kerr, He was at St. John Vianney
when he bought the 1937-built Ramsay-designed Compton from i
the ABC Ritz, Nuneaton, in the midlands. He then got moved to
St. Mary's and couldn't take this organ,so he set about getting an-
other Compton, the one from the Rialto, He has done us all a fa-
vor by exchanging classics for theatre jobs. The RC's now have a
Polish Pope and they should follow this with an Irish one called

activity from crgan nuts who are busily putting the finishing touch-
es to a fine three-manual, 10-iank Wurlitzer. This cne was prev-
iously installed in the Town Hall in Buckingham and had to be
moved because the building, several hundred years old, was fall-
ing apart. Prior to Buckingham it was installed in London's Met-
ropole Cinema in 1935, It is covered in my story about the Hy-
ams Brothers in the October issue, 1979. Hoefully it will be ready
and perscnable John Mann will play the concert.

One giant Christie and two Wurlis in one day!

For Friday the venue is quite near the Penta Hotel—large and
world-famous Royal Albert Hall, which was one of the finest con-
cert halls when it was built and has been beautifully restored, I
can't tell yet who will play the 4/146-rank Willis/Harrison &
Harrison concert organ. It contains some of the finest reed work
as experts will tell you, At one the world's largest organ, it is
what was once called a "Grand Crgan' over here, You will leam -
why when you hear it in Victorian Splendour of this massive cir-
cular building——the home of Promenade Concerts, pop concerts,
to boxing and wrestling!

After this is by bus out southwest to the county of Hampshire
and the port of Southampton, famous for its great Cunard liners
like the Queen Mary, Cueen Elizabeth and nowadays the Queen
Elizabeth II, just about the last of a line of great British-built
boats that lead the world, For organ fans Southampton means
one thing. The elegant townhall that is called the Guildhall, and
its dual purpose 4/50 and Melotone Compton organ. Considered
to be one of the masterpieces of that genius John Compton, there
is a classic four manual console that controls 49 ranks, all but the
Tibia! It has luminous button stop control, invented by Compton,
and a four manual theatre horseshoe style ?keydesk wich controls
31 ranks ocut of the 50, the Melotone unit and all usual traps, etc.

Reginald Porter-Brown is one of the most famous British theatre
organists and is without question the person most associated with
this impressive municipal owned organ, He has made hundreds
of broadcasts and of course recorded it,so he is a natural to play
a concert, Apparently the thought is rather universal because

Fr. Kerr, and see then just what kind of a theatre job
he would erect in St, Peter's!

Thursday, to kick off, ATOSers go into the western
suburbs to a concert by Bryan Rodwell at the 3m Wur-
litzer of 10 ranks at the Granada Cinema, Kingston. A
gifted player is Rodwell, and demonstrator organist of

i

ebruary

it is reported many of you have already written sugg-
esting "R~-P-B" for Guildhall!

There will be a dinner afterwards. Then,Saturday
morning the buses head to the Northwest suburban
town of Harrow and its Granada Cinema with its vint-
age 1937 late style 3/8 Wurlit~ (continued on Page 20)
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