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IT HAS A NEW HOME ^Regmald Foort's famous travelling IV.oiler five manual concert/theatre organ will be
moving no more. On Saturday, January 19th tie console for the large instrument was delivered by special van to the
stage door of Pasadena Civic Auditorium, unloaded and rolled onto its elevator platform and lowered to its special
under stage platform where it will be stored when not in use. The following Tuesday the console had been connected
to five ranks of the large-scale pipework and was playable. Additional photos of the unloading of the console appear
on Pages 12 and 13 of this issue.
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SEARCH UNDERWAY TO LOCATE STYLE
260 WURLITZER OR COMPARABLE ORGAN
FOR INSTALLATION IN SEATTLE HOUSE

A search is underway to locate a theatre pipe organ for
installation in the Seattle Fifth Avenue Theatre, it was an
nounced this month. The lavish Chinese-style movie pal
ace is being refurbished and will be used for a variety of
attractions, according to Don Myers, Seattle organman.

It is planned to erect a Style 260 Wurlitzer or another
insturment of comparable size. The 4/17 Wurlitzer that was
originally in the theatre is now in the Redwood City, Calif.
Capn's Galley.

Discussion is being held regarding relocation of the Pub-
lix No. 1 4/20 Wurlitzer in Seattle's Paramount Theatre in
the Fifth Avenue. Talks are also scheduled with Bonnie
Carette and Marian Cook about the instruments they own.
Anyone having knowledge of available pipe organs of

this size are urged to contact Bill Bunch at Balcom and
Vaughn Pipe Organs, Inc. , in Seattle.

SECTION OF WILTERN CEILING FALLS;
CRUSHES SEATS,BUT NO INJURIES
A portion of the sunburst ceiling in the main auditorium

of the Wiltern Theatre, Los Angeles, fell to the main floor
Wednesday morning, January 10th. The debris hit about
six individual seats in two rows just in front of the balcony
edge and crushed them. There were people in the theatre
at the time of the crash, but no one was in the area. The
house had ceased operating as a regular movie theatre as of
Sunday night, January 6th.

Contrary to rumors heard shortly after the event occurred,
sabotage was ruled out. The ceiling plaster was damaged
by water due to a faulty roof and weakened to the extent
that normal bracing failed to hold. The ceiling had also
received damage during (Continued on Page 3)

L.A..UNIT OF ATOS VOTES TO ACCEPT
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS; OTHER UNITS
DOING SAME WITHOUT PUBLICIZING IT

Los Angeles Chapter ATOS Board of Directors voted to accept
associate memberships in die local unit beginning January 17th. _
This action permits membership in the club at the local level with
out voting privileges, no rights to attend national conventions or
enter a subscription to the national publication. In line with the
approval by Los Angeles, it has been learned that other chapters in
the United States have been offering such memberships without giv-

Discussion about the plan was brought up at the board meeting
January 16 by Chairman Ralph Beaudry who noted that he had re
ceived payments of $3 from several members who had decided riot
to renew but sent the money to pay for being kept on the mail list
for concert programs; the money was to defray postage costs. It
was suggested iJiat a type of membership plan be adopted to accept
people who felt diey could not be involved in the national club but
wanted to support theatre organ events at the local level. Most of
those who had sent money apparently felt that local activities are
really tiie backbone of the organization.

Various views were expressed concerning the legality of the
move, but the final decision indicated that if national officers are
not in accord with the idea it is always possible to organized with
out belonging to the national club; this reference pointed to the
very success^l independent Detroit Theatre Organ Club and Roch
ester Theatre Organ Society. - • —
Beaudw immediately sent a letter to ATOS National President

Tommy Landrum informing him of the move. ".,. Our Board of
Directors has passed a resolution effective January 17, 1980, to ex
tend our membership to "Associate Members" who would not be re
quired to join the national organization. It has been evident to me
(in the several years I served as (Continued on Page 5)
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ATLANTA CLUB PRESENTING HECTOR OLIVERA;
PLANNING SIX SHOVB AT WEBBER PIZZA PARLOR

Atlanta Chapter ATOS is currently planning several concert presenta-
tion^' and the club now has the use of an organ for club events, it is the
4/16 Page organ oAvned by Dick Webber and is installed in a warehouse
belonging to Walt Winn. Webber has also given the club an offer to
hold six meetings at his Organ Grinder Pizza Parlor during iy8U.

First biz concert of the Atlanta season will be Hector Oliyera on N.arch
8th and 9th. Dennis James is slated to play in Atlanta on the I age organ

Trevor Bolshaw, British organist, and Rutli MacDonald, jazz pianist,
are scheduled for a concert presentation May 3rd and 4th. AJso planned
is a touring event witli the itinerary to include the Jeff Seale Robert-
Morton organ in Laurel,Mississippi, and the 4/20 Wurlitzer in the Ala
bama Theatre, Birmingham. , . .
An advertisement announcing concert times and prices for the tiector

Oiivera shows is published in this issue of The Console.
ATLANTA FOX h'ANAGEMENT PUBLISHES NEW BOOK ON THEATRE
A new 32-page brochure of the Fox Theatre in Atlanta has been publish

ed by the management, it was learned this month. The brochure con
tains additional color photos that were not seen in the previous book that
was sold at the theatre. The first publication was taken from a special
feature published in The Console and written by John C. McCall, Jr. ,
several years ago. The covers of the original were printed m color and
illustrated the interior of the huge movie palace.

"ly— '~;r" WILTERN CEILING FALLS
■"viA-hw. . —continued from page 1—continued from page 1iv.ORTON BLUEPRINTS helped Ron Mitchell, Riverside, =:

Calif. , organ buff build this replica of a two-manual
Robert-Morton console. The keydesk is being put to
gether for another organ buff in Riverside. Mitchell
has restcred other consoles in the past and fabricated
missing parts for them. He plans to build a new Wur- ^ ... ■ n1 itzer style keydesk for his own residence Wurlitzer in
the near future. _ ' ' ■ :
IaRSEN w
Paiace^during the vacatloS period of the two resident or- M
ganists, Bill Vlasak and Donna Parker. He is also doing r. y- --- |l ' •tonal work on the Wurlitzer^and is being assisted by 1 II
^"The^P^ra^ount Muhc Palace is M^e of the

Robin Richmond, former British Broadcasting Corpora- ■
tion producer of theatre organ programs, who is now liv-
ing in retirement in Nice, France, will be in the United -v .. .
States during September and is interested in arrangingconcert booldngs. He will be playing the Riviera Thea- ^^9

Organ clubs desiring' information concerning dates are
requested to write Randy Piazza, 230 Jewett Avenue, Buf-

*Ernest Broadbent Also Planning Tour* ^ COlvHNG ATTRACTIONS—San Gabriel
Ernest Broadbent, Blackpool Tower Ballroom organist, Civic Auditorium Mianager Bill Shaw puts

has announced his plans to tour the United States during new poster in one of the exterior frames
the Spring or Fail of 1981 and deisres to set up playing for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society,
date schedules. He will make concert dates through q"fie new poster can be changed to adver-
Randy Piazza at the address given above. tise coming artists. It was designed by
NEW ORGAN TO COST OVER $500,000 FOR HALL Preston Kaufmann, who is shoym with the

A pipe organ has been commissioned for New Miassey manager. LA TOS Member Bill Dye didHall in Toronto, and its cost will be more than $500, doa the lettering and glitter work and made
A contract for the instrument has been awarded a Canad- frames to accept card changes and photos
ian firm based in London, Ontario,Canada. Contractual kILGEN PETITE TO BE REPLACED BY
specifications include that the organ must be of world- ANOTHER ORGAN —IT'S FOR SALE
class standard; capable of serving the Toronto Symphony, 'When Rev. Bruce E, LeBarron wrote an
Toronto Mlendelsshon Choir and other users of the new artirlp. de^nrihinc his Kilcen Petite En-

*Ernest Broadbent Also Planning Tour* ^ COMHNG ATTRACTIONS—San Gabriel
Ernest Broadbent, Blackpool Tower Ballroom organist, Civic Auditorium Mianager Bill Shaw puts

IS announced his plans to tour the United States during new poster in one of the exterior frames
e Spring or Fail of 1981 and deisres to set up playing for Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society,
ite schedules. He will make concert dates through jfie new poster can be changed to adver-
andy Piazza at the address given above. tise coming artists. It was designed by
EW ORGAN TO COST OVER $500,000 FOR HALL Preston Kaufmann, who is shoym with the
A pipe organ has been commissioned for New Massey manager._ LA TOS Member Bill Dye did

ANOTHER ORGAN—11 S rOR 8ALE

the 1970 earthquake. Large
cracks were visible from the
main floor of the theatre. It
was said that the quake ac
tion and subsequent water
damage weakened the bond
of plaster to its anchoring
material and the weight of
loose plaster finally broke
metal fasteners and let the
section fall.

The theatre was in the pro
cess of being stripped of its
furnishings and equipment at
tlie time of the crash,

*Buys Chandelier*
Don Wallace, one of those

responsible for the restoration
of the Kimball organ in 1962,
was on hand during the sale
of furnishings and purchased
one of the chandeliers under
the balcony. He paid $50
for the fixture and was con
tacted by the daily press for
a story about his reason in
buying it. Wallace said he
wanted some sort of memen
to of his past association witli
the theatre and the organ.

*Sale Still Possible*
Latest report concerning

the Vi/iltern came up during
tlie late part of this month.
It was reported that a group
has entered negotiations vnth
Franklin Life for the purchase
of the theatre and all property
involved in the offer by the
insurance firm.

It has not been learned
what progress has been made
in the real estate deal.

ORGAN CLASSES START

structure; and its tonal resources are required to cover the ggn^fle organ and wondering about its
possible broadest range of organ repertoire for solo, orch- history , he was completely satisfied
estral and choral use. jhe little organ. Now he has recentl-)

With 17 stops, the proposed organ will be ample al- purchased a new Wicks, one of the ne
though not huge. It is scheduled for completion to coin- compact instruments that are being pi
cide with that of the new Hall, in the Fall of 1981. duced by the Highland, Illinois firm. J
ROBERT CALCATERRA APPEARS IN CONCERT the Kilgen is for sale.

Robert Calcaterra, Jr. ,will be presented in concert at A specification sheet has been prep
the console of the 16-rank Louisville Uniphone Concert for anyone who might be interested it

Keys To Music, 6251 Van
When Rev. Bruce E. LeBarron -wrote an Nuys Blvd. ,Van Nu-ys, Cd.if.,

article describing his Kilgen Petite En- have a series of organ classes
semble organ an3 wondering about its each week designed for various
history , he was completely satisfied withg^a.ges of organ study. All ev-
the little organ. Now he has recently ening classes, they ate held
purchased a new Wicks, one of the new Mionday, Wednesday, Thursday
compact instruments that are being pro- at 7:30 pm. A free beginners
duced by the Highland, Illinois firm. So class is held Saturday morning
the Kilgen is for sale. at 9:30, which is free; and at

A specification sheet has been preparedju-gO am there is an advanc-
for anyone who might be interested in Ud class. A charge of $2 is

Pipe Organ at Emmerich Manual High School, Indianapo- owning the instrument which is almost in made for this session. Com-
lisl Indfana February 29th at 8pm. Advance tickets are the portable class. Rev. LeBarron can be.piete information is availablelis, Indiana, February 29th at 8pm. Advance tickets a
available at the school—Adults, $4, Students $2. At
the soor sales the night of the concert admission prices
will be $4. 50 and $2. 50,

contacted by writing him at his home
address: 2433 Ottawa Drive, Elkhard,
Indiana 46514,

[concerning dates and chargesjmade, if an-y, by contacting
iKeys to Music,
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EMI PRODUCES
NOSTALGIC
PLATTER OF
FOORT FIRSTS
ON WORLD LABEL

Another year! Let's hope it is happier for a]l our sakes. With the Pictured at right, Regin-
prevailing political climate, and not to mention the monetary one, Foort at the 4/37
we shall need to give plenty of support to help our cause of furth- S I^egal,
ering the interest of the wonderful theatre organ. Marble Arch, London. |
To give credit where it's due, 1 must thank gold old EMI. They 7'^° EMl's selections |

have done us quite proud in spite of their well-publicized dip in have been used from \
profits. In 1979 we got a super Sid Torch golden oldie IP, and they original 78 pre-war
have followed up in December '79 with "Keep Smiling'l The title recordings made on this
of this World Records LP shouldn't really need explaining, but instruinent. ̂
here goes.

It's true to use the word "Legendary" in this context and that you can't argue with. Regin
ald Foort remains a legendary figure among the all-time greats. "Keep Smiling" was a catch
phrase he started and used on his broadcasts heard by millions over the years. His rich 'fruity'
voice (in the British sense, I hasten to add... realizing that you Americans do have in your "
'slanguage' something different in meaning of the same word!), and his cheery microphone
manner during and after the war is still recalled over here. His signature tune, which is the
"Keep Smiling" selectionis on the World LP and was taken from the original 78rpm like all
the titles on this excellent disc. It is played right through on the original BBC theatre " '
organ. Now I said "Criginal'l It was the very first BBC organ, and what a beauty! Few fSi
are there who will argue it wasn't.

Built by John Compton in 1936 and installed in an excellent studio called St. George's III
Hall, which was located right across the road from the circular swish Broadcasting House |||L
near Oxford Circus in London's West End, by late 1940 the Hall was reduced to a pile of ME
ruble. It was destroyed by a fire due to an incindiary bombing. A parcel of bombs fell Bu
on the adjoining building, Queens Hall (also a concert hall) on its roof and the flames ijMff
quickly spread to the St. George structure. Thus a great organ lived but a short time. We 1^^*^
have records of it and all are collector's items. /p

Foort was made first chief resident organist. Shows emanating from there were major c
variety or light entertainment using the Compton with the BBC Variety orchestra, other
groups and big stars of the time. His second selection on this record is called the ABC
March. What, I wondered, did this mean? Foort wasn't an ABC Cinema Circuit organ- The 1

(US

i

PS 423630)
Second Class Postage Paid at Pasadena,

California

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
st. But apparently nobody can recall whey it was called this. He is accompanied by the lishers prepare and distribute monthiy The Con-
Brass Quartet of the BBC orchestra audit's a lively'theatre-type' march. Next Foort dis- sole, a totaily independent publication, in the
plays his brilliance at accompaniment when we hear the beautiful "Serenade" by Mous- interest of theatres and organs It is dedicated
sorgsky w'ith the great Alfredo Campoli playing violin. to the preservation of theatres and their organs,

V^aldteufel's popular "Skater's Waltz" is next, neatly and concisely played. Then and reports internationally news of all types of
Prior's "Whistler and his Dog", a real T.O. warhorse, gets a clever doggy fight aided by organs - pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
the barks from those excellent Compton reeds. It's amazing how different players imi- classical,
tate dog barks, Walt Disney was a genius, and no mistaking he was a perfectionist and
saw that even the music in his masterpieces was of the best. Churchill composed a de- The Console provides equal space to all organi-
lightful score to "Snow White" and one of Foort's best 78s featured this selection... it zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
includes the "Kodak" theme tune.. . "Someday Mly Prints Will Come" (Sorry! ). There as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
are snatches of the Mielotone unit to warble along with the two sets of Tibias. The elec- 8»'aphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
tronic unit was then called the Electrone. grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
The grand piano attachment,which I am assured by or^mists of note who "played nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-

dates on daily BBC broadcasts') was a beauty, too. A Marshall and Rcse with Ampico teriai to: The Console, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
action like most Compton organ pianos. Strangely it is not heard on any tracks on the Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.
first side and all cuts feature the Compton except the final one. The final one is Foort's
own giant traveling Moller concert organ which is now being installed in the Pasadena Subscriptions - United states and Canada
(California) Civic Auditorium. $12.oo annually (temporary), via first class;
Now I could write reams about this organ. Don't worry, I won't! But I'm afraid this united States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via

five manual Moller got up everybody's nose... as we say over here. We heard it grind second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
out every day and it didn't do much for the theatre organ image in the end. True, it will be furnished upon request,
sounded better live in the studio. 1 can attest to that myself, having had that privilege,
Trems seemed to get mucked around and it really didn't sound too theatrical at times. Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
Some players made it talk. Others " dirged" it. Familiarity breeds contempt.. and all to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
that jazz. .. it's TRUE! Anyway Reggie obviously could play this organ and we hear Overseas must be on an international money

tronic unit was then called the Electrone.
The grand piano attachment,which I am assured by or^ists of note who "played

dates on daily BBC broadcasts') was a beauty, too. A Marshall and Rcse with Ampico
action like most Compton organ pianos. Strangely it is not heard on any tracks on the
first side and all cuts feature the Compton except the final one. The final one is Foort's
own giant traveling Moller concert organ which is now being installed in the Pasadena
(California) Civic Auditorium.
Now I could write reams about this organ. Don't worry, I won't! But I'm afraid this

five manual Moller got up everybody's nose... as we say over here. We heard it grind
out every day and it diduL do much for the theatre organ image in the end. True, itout every day and it didn't do much for the theatre organ image in the end. True, it will be furnished upon request,
sounded better live in the studio. 1 can attest to that myself, having had that privilege,
Trems seemed to get mucked around and it really didn't sound too theatrical at times. Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
Some players made it talk. Others " dirged" it. Familiarity breeds contempt.. and all to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
that jazz. ,. it's TRUE! Anyway Reggie obviously could play this organ and we hear Overseas must be on an international money
Sydney Ba'^-nes' hauntingly beautiful "Destiny Waltz'l The original three Tibias sound off order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
and those striking reeds and the arrangement make this one quite brilliant with key sion or service charges due to rate of exchange,
changes to heighten the effect—^marvellous!

Side two begins with a jump back to pioneering years of the silent era's mid twenties. Single copies of any issue in print, SO cents
Here we are transported to the plush confines of the New Gallery Kinema in London's each, postpaid,
posh Regent Street, near Piccadilly Circus, opposite to the end where the BBC Building „ , , , = ^
and its Compton were described. It's a Model F Wurlitzer in this one, but what a Wurf
itzer! Now if the agents had installed them all like this gem 1 am sure critical types should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Piston
like myself wouldn't be inclined to say rude things about Wurlitzer organs, or at least a
few of their installations over here, that is. That Tibia and Vox Humana at the New '*4-c, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.
Gallery.. you can't mista^ke it the potted palm era over here. Foort did make history Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
on this organ. Happily it's still m situ minus some but the sound is there. quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,

This whole side IS devoted to Albert Ketelbey. He's one Englishman I know you've all Advertising Director, P.O. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
heard of. He specialised in composing excellent descriptive light music and mostly with calif 91104
an oriental feeling. This was all the more amazing when you leam that he was bom in
a ghastly industrialized city in the North of England! He certainly let his imagination Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
run riot. He studied at London's Trinity College of Music and conducted theatre pit or- Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
chestras and in the early cinemas.
Reggie plays his "Sancturary of the Heart') "In A Persian Market STAFF

"In A Monastery Garden') "In A Chinese Temple Garden" and BJ Editor Tom B'hend
"Bells Across the Meadowl' The etgineers in the 1920's over here British Editor ian Daigliesh
got it right and we did very well in recording organs in their natur- New York Ciphers R. U. Rank
al setting, unlike your country—a fact that has always puzzled me. Special Features Dr. Ed Muiiins
One item is missing in the (Continued on Page 18) January 1980 Columnist Lorraine Humpmuster

Single copies of any issue in print, SO cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address

should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston

J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.O. Box

744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.
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quest, Address ail inquiries to: Roger Adams,

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan

Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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VISITOR Dr. Arthur J, Hovis, who heads the Johanaesburg,
South Africa, Theatre Organ Society, visited the Los Angeles area
during the week of January 22nd and toured several organ installa
tions. He is pictured at the console of the Peter Crotty 3/24 resi
dence organ in San Marino, Calif. He also was one of the first to
play the five-manual Moller organ after the console had been con
nected to five ranks of the big instrument in Pasadena Civic Audi
torium. The dreamy look on the doctor's face was due to his be- i
coming a victim of the flu bug which he apparently contracted dur
ing his stay in Chicago before coming to Los Angeles.

LA SOCIETY ATTEMPTING TO ORGANIZE
CONCERT CIRCUIT FOR SOUTHWEST AREA

Officials of Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society have announced
that plans are being made to launch a "Southwest Pacific" or "Pa
cific Coast" concert circuit. Establishment of the concert route
has been placed in the hands of Don Wallace, who was the first
chairman of the re-activated Los Angeles Chapter of tlie Americai
•Theatre Organ Enthusiasts organization. Wallace has requested in
formation and suggestions for planning a circuit from members
who have had experience in such projects or who might have ideas
that can be included in the present plans. His address is 2736
Hollyridge Drive,Hollywood, Calif, 90068.
AVENUE~fHEATRE ORGANIST DIES
Van Welch, one of the resident organists playing at the San Frai

cisco Avenue Theatre for several years, collapsed while shopping
in a San Francisco store on January lOtn and died immediately of
a heart attack. It was his sixth attack.

Although he was well-known for his appearances at the Avenue,
Welch had a long history of playing for movies in California dur-
his younger days, prior to working for American Telephone and
Telegraph in the Long Lines division. It is also believed he was
instrumental in helping Larry Bray set up the Organ Loft in Salt
Lake City, his home town. His funeral was held in Salt Lake and
interment was in die Wasatch Lawn Viemorial Park, Salt Lake Cit;
on January 14th. Van Welch was bom in Salt Lake City Decem
ber 28, 1917. He is survived by his wife, Louise, who resides in
San Francisco. ——-

IT'S OUT!
OUR COMPLETE 68-1- PAGE CATALOG

ILLUSTRATED WITH CURRENT PRICE DATA!

SEND $4.25 TODAY

ARNDT ORGAN SUPPLY COMPANY
1018 LORENZ DRIVE ■ BOX 129

AN KEN Y, IOWA 50021

AN OPEN LETTER

RAY SAWYER FIRM ABOUT CRAWFORD'S
FARLY-DAY PORTAMENTO PROGFFDURF;
BUT CONCEDES HE GOULD HAVE CHANGED i

In his column "Try It This Way',' published in the October ;
issue, Ray Sawyer described Crawford's pcrtamento technique.;
Organist George Wright answered Sawyer's statement noting
inaccuracies. However, the author/columnist has replied to
the Wright statement with the following open letter.
Dear George:

This might be classed as a fan letter as I must compliment
you on your recording of "LOTUS LAND'l No organist hp ev
er indicated such positive impressions of the far-east as is
heard in this selection. It may be one of your best. Thank you
for the exotic experience, _ t i. •
Now, regarding your critique inserted in the November issue

of The Console; you are partially correct in describing Jepe
Crawford's portamento technique. Allow me to say that is
was my privilege to have been working for the Louis F. Iv ohr
Organ Company in New York City in 1923, holding keys for an
irascible technician named John Bull. This permitted me to
be present during certain of Mr. Crawford's practice sessions,
witnessing first-hand his determination to produce cleanly-
played passages in which his own muchly-copied portamento Wi
was perfected. One has but to examine almost any roll he re
corded in those days to be played on organs with related equip
ment, something that obviously reproduced his technique, to
discover that his portamento consisted of a triad, either rising
or descending.

I believe this predates your impressions, George. What minor
alterations in his personal technique in later years as told to

• you is quite understandable.
I am flattered that you took the time to read my column.

Make us some more "Lotus Land" music!
Respectfully yours, /s/Ray Sawyer

LA UNIT VOTES TO ACCEPT ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS
continued from page one

Membership Secretary) that we have a substantial group of
people who for financial or other reasons do not wish to pay
the additional $15 but still want to support us in our local ef-

■  forts. When we publicize this new category of members we_
will, of course, point out they will ̂ t receive TO Magazine,
be entitled to attend the National Conventions, nor be allow-
ed to vote on National policy. .. "

*Lack of Leadership Stymies Changes*
It has become apparent to concerned ATOS members that

® despite all indications at the National Convention last Summer
that changes would be forthcoming in ATOS, little will be ac
complished to improve the national government.

There is no secret surrounding the impotence of the national
1 -presidency. It is well-known that the supposed leadership of th<

organization is net in the hands cf the president. It will oe re
called that when a search was underway for someone to accept
the office this past Summer, Californian Bob Powers was ap
proached. After he was informed that the office was nothing
more than a "front" for the club and tliat he would have noth
ing to do ether than what amounted to being an official greetei
for ATOS, Power declined to serve.

There is no doubt but what the terms of Ray Snitil and Tom
Landrum have been in this category; when a major decision
was made it usually came from the office of the vice president

'  who, up to the time of the annual meeting last July, was Erwin
Young. Now that he no longer holds that office, decisions will
await national board meetings, apparently, since the present
situation of no changes, little or no communication other &an
what appears in the national publication, suggests ncthmg ;s
being done. L. A. Chairman Beaudry told The Console diat he
had not received an answer from Landrum concerning the lettei
he sent regarding associate memberships.

One well-known ATOS member whois in a position to ob
serve the National scene recently told a group of ATOS mem
bers that "really the national officers do not know what to do
and therefore do nothing. They will continue to do nothing un
til a strong president can take over and assume proper leader
ship." He noted that Landrum and Snitil were g'ven no oppor
tunity to fill the office as it should have been due to the idea
they served only as the 'front' for the organization.

It was also advised that bylaw changes must be made to rid
the organization of its present method of operation and establis!
the federation type of government with each unit in control of
its own destiny and cooperating nationally in conventions and

I pnhiifot-inn of the national magazine.

John Ledwon,who was named to head

B
January 1980

oard members of LA Chapter at their
(Continued on Page 6}



CONN ORGAN CO.ST ILL IN
BUSINESS;FIRM FOR SALE!

Pvumors to the effect that Conn Or- •
gan Company liad ceased operations j
and gone out of business circulated in
tlie organ world late this rrionth. The '
rumor proved untrue and one source
cf ir.fcrniation that is considered relia
ble said the division of the Conn mus-
cal irjtrument manufacturing concern >
is for sale. ;
Regarding operations of the world i

wide organ sales firm, the source was i
unable to offer any information. How- i
ever, a letter from England, written
January 22nd , reported tliat Conn has
closed its ot^lets both in Britain and
Germany. ■'^his news was not con-
firrtjed at press time.

*Thorrias Also Reported Out*
Another rumor, also in circulation

concurrently with that about Conn, ;
alleges that Thomas Organ Company
has also gone out of business. This is !
still unconfirmed at press time. Efforts,
to reach Thomas officials to obtain in
formation were not successful, but Tl i
appears, £.''itr talking to various'organ ;
people in the Lcs Angeles area that thd
rumor has no basis in fact. '

Business in general is known to be
down and sales arc cff in every indust-^
ry.'■

APPRECIATION PLACUE—John Ledwon is conorat- mived to Its prLent
ulated by Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society Chair-i mformation can
man Ralph Beaudry after being handed a plaque ex- L that lists available material
pressing appreciation for his leadership at head of ; L who might be interested
the 1979 ATOS National Annual Convention that i obtaining various facts for research
was held in Los Angeles last July. Charles Zimimer- .man and Mike Ohraan are seated to right of the I suggestion that ATOa de-;  It was his suggestion that ATOS de-

; velope a plan to have an archives_ Chairman.
NOW LA CITV COUNCIL WANTS TO TRY TO SAVE WIILTERN"

Los Angeles City Council President John Ferraro is trying to save the landmark art deco
v.'itlern Theatre from the wrecker's ball. He asked California Attorney General George
Deukmejian to file a suit to stop the March 10 demolition of the Franklin Life Building,
which houses the V'iltern Theatre at Western and Wilshire, Ferraro said state law defines
historic buildings as "natural resources" The state lawyer's office is studying the request.

*Los Angeles Conservancy Announced M'eeting*
Al

^ department staffed by volunteers from
; witiiin the membership and that a drive
' be started to secure betterfscilities,
, possibly quarters in an already establish-
> ed museum where displays could be ar-
■ ranged and space provided for visita-
: tions by the general membership.

Under the present system there isso aiding the move to save the Wiltern, the Los Angeles Conservancy, a group deidcat • difficulty in learning what has been
ed to preserving old structures in Los Angeles, scheduled a meeting for Sunday, February 3
at the theatre. It was not made clear if the preservationists would be inside the building,
but the assumption has been voiced that anyone sponsoring an event such as this would not
be able to obtain admittance.

contributed, what is available and how
members might go about obtaining
whatever is on hand.

It is also unknown what safeguards
LYN LARSEN TO PLAY FOR ORGAN REBUILD BENEFIT FUND ; are m effect to secure the arcWevesPopular Theatre Organist Lyn Larsen will appear in concert for the First Presbyterian or what policy controls copying mat-
Church of Gardena, Calif. , at El Gamine College Auditorium, Redondo Beach and Cren- ; i available,
shaw Boulevards, at 7:30pm, March i6th. Complete information regarding the show will : ^ is to have an archives de-
be found in a full page ad in this issue. a s , partment, the New York member feels

The concert will benefit liie organ fund. A new Austin console has been ordered for the ^ ^ should be a. national effOTt. He also
Artcraft organ, which was built in Santa Monica, Calif, , in 1925, and is a two-manual, 14-'' sacking of Tom Lock
rank instrument. Crganman Dick Meunch will refurbish the organ and add four ranks to wood who was in charge of the librai
bring it up to a 2/18 with the new keydesk. It was last rebuilt by Meunch in 1963 and ' section several years ago.54 ' ' I "Lockwood had some splendid ideas,

wood who was in charge of the library/
archives section several years ago.
"Lockwood had some splendid ideas,

Larsen will play a Rodgers 340 organ that is being furnished by Colton Piano and Organ i politics did him in and ATOS lost
Company. ' ~ ; an opportunity to develope its historic-

POTOMACA/ALLEY CnjinHOPES'WBAQTyAC BY SUMMER i The library plan was started by Miary
New regulators are nearing completion; chests are being placed and mounted; and pipe-I Bowles of LostLake,Marlton,N. J, She

work is going into place in tfie Kimball pipe organ project of Potomac 'Valley Chapter AT-j was in the process of soliciting histor-
OS at the Auditorium of the University College Center of Adult Education in College Parl^l ical material to place in the proposed
N  aryland, according to a news item published in "The Static Regulator'^ official news
letter of the unit. In December the club held a Christmas party at the hall and members
were given a guided tour of the chamber areas, and the Kim- ; ""
ball console, a three decker, was shown on stage. A silent film
was accompanied by Iviember Earl Sharits on a Hammond and ! I
a buffet was served later. i 1a buffet was served later.

Th

archives department, but, unfortunately,
(Continued on Page 7)

WURLITZER-IZED ALABAMA THEAtM NOW HISTORIC
Birmingham's ornate Alabama Theatre, with its 4/20 Vv'urlit-

zer pipe organ has been designated historically important and
has been placed in the National Register of Historic Places.
Recognition was given the theatre late last year.
POTOM^ VALLEY AND MECHANICALS" GET TCGDTHER

On March 22nd Potomac Valley ATOS and the Nationa Capi
tol Chapter of the Musical Box Soxiety, Inc., will present a
special concert at Weinberg Center (ex-Tivoli Theatre) in
Frederick, Maryland. The event is a fund-raising affair and
Potomac's share of the profits will go into the club organ fund
to help defray costs incurred in the installation of the Kimball
organ at the University of Miaryland, to maintain the Weinberg
Wurlitzer, and for the Dow and Edith
Evelyn Wurlitzer which is the next pro- I
ject of the club in line for installation.

He ctor Olivera, it will be recalled,
made his theatre organ debut at the
Frederick Tivoli Theatre during the AT- Tanuarv 1980
OS Convention of 1972.
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