WIZ " AHS" MORTON—Ray Bolger, one of
the stars of the famed Wizard of Oz f’ilm,
made an appearance at the Ohio Theatre,
Columbus. Organist Dennis James playedan
overture of music from his career. After the
performance Bolger was quite intrigued by
the big pipe organ and sat down to play it.
James manipulated the stops for him,
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ORGAN FIRM TO REMOVE FOUR
MANUAL KIMBALL FROM W[LTERN

Pacific Theatres executives have been con-
fering with David L. Junchen, of the Junchen-
Collins Organ Corp., about dismantling, remov
ing and storing the 4m/37r Kimball pipe orga
in the Wiltem Theatre. Storage would be in
the former scene dock at the Pacific Holly-
wood Theatre.

Apparently becoming concerned over the
time element—the organ must be out of the
theatre by the end of the year,according to
word put out by the theatre firm several
months ago—the delay experienced between
the chain and Los Angeles Chapter ATOS to
start removal has prompted the executives to
seek other means of removing the organ, LA
Chapter heads were requesting a contract be
signed to release them from liability in the
event several preservationist groups, who are
attempting to save the big structure from de-

= PALACES —The Story of Richmond
S ronpeatres—On Page Nine
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molition, file suit to halt taking the Kimball
out of the theatre chambers. LA ATOS was

PACIFIC EXECS CONFER WITH

RUSS NELSON CLOSES SANTA A

WURLITZER ORGAN SOLD TO EAST GROUR

Pipe Organ Pizza, Santa Ana,Calif. ,has been liquidated and

its Wurlitzer theatre : organ, originally from

Million Dollar Theatre,sold to an eastern group who have re.-
: are not identified until a later time, The food em-
porium folded late last month when owner Russ Nelson "'simply

quested the

got tired of operating the place!! he told The C

ed that the parlor was offered for sale as a 'going concern' for

$200, 000 and then $115, 000, but there were no serious buyers.
Nelson also said that the retumn on the investment did not come
up to expectations and in the current inflationary period it was

not expected to improve,

_ All equipment, ovens, lighting, tables and chairs, etc, , were
disposed of and the building was leased for other purpcses, The
organ was scheduled to be removed that last week of this month

and shipped east,

Continued on Page 22)

OLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS RLEDGE UR TO
10,000 TO SUPRORT [NSTALLATION OF THEATRE ORGAN

| FORT COLLINS, COLQ, —Colorado

State University, already known for
its excellent classic organ program
throughout the world, is hoping for
the installation of a large theatre
pipe organ in its Student Center
Theatre (pictured on Page ). The
auditorium is ideal for such an in-
stallation, with more than adequate
space on either side of the stage ar-
ea for two very large chambers.
And this hoped for project is far
more than a personal interest on the
part of a few elitists, The CSU stu-
dent body has already voiced its
enthusiastic (and unique) support of
this prjoect—'""putting their money
where their mouth is"——by pledging
$10,000 toward the installation of
this organ—-but the project needs
to be underway by June 30, 1980.
Dr. Robert Cavarra, known inter-
nationally as a classical organist,
is Professor of Organ at the Univer-
sity. "I have always regarded the
theatre organ as my "second passion')
he said. "I have appeared in several
public performunces in this medium,
having played for the opening of the
Wurlitzer Theatre Organ at St. Pro-
copius College, Lisle, Illinois, and
having played for two complete W,
D. Griffith Film Festivals here at
CSU. I was somewhat surprised
and elated after my performance
of "Birth of the Nation" to receive
a warm embrace from Pauline Ka-
hil, who proclaimed that she "Had
never heard such sensative theatre
organ playing'! I have just recent-
ly accompanied the original ver-
sion of "Phantom of the Opera" at
a midnight showin$ as part of''The
Horror Never Stops" Festival cur-
rently in progress at CSU.' he add-

25 (Continued on Page 23)
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GERALD NAGANO WINS LOCAL LIBERACE CONTEST
Los Angeles Organist Jerry Nagano was named winner of the
Los Angeles area Liberace Keyboard Entertainer Search in the

recent playoff at the Universal Sheraton Hotel.

in the finals in Las Vegas next March, The contest was promot-
ed by Baldwin Organ and Piano Company with famed musician
Liberace, Young Nagano appeared under the sponsorship of the
He had also recently re-

Gould Music Company in Pasadena.
turned from New York City where he appeared

former Loew's 175th Street Theatre (United Palace) for New
York Theatre Organ Society. His concert was rate

He will appear

in concert at the

excellent,

PIZZA POTENTATE OF PHOENIX GETS ANOTHER BIGGIE
Phoenix Crgan Stop Pizza Parlor Potentate Bill Brown packed

his warehouse this month with the former Radio City Center

Brown purchased the instrument

Theatre 4m/34r ‘Wurlitzer.
from Owner/organist Jimmy Boyce, who had it
now closed Alexandria Skating
reported, but it was stated by a source close to

amount was much less than the advertised price. ;
ed the organ early this month and moved it to his Phoenix ware

house.

ink, A purchase price was not

installed in the

Brown that the
Brown remov <

"was based on that date,

MUSICAL IDEAS IN FLOWERS-—Each week,Bob Treble, owner of
The Flower Connection in Toronto, bring
ment to Don Thompson, organist at the
Treble and his wife base their arrangements on tunes played by
Don, such as "Chattanooga Choo-Cﬁ

The one pictured above honors the organist and is complete with
red-headed and bearded figure on the console of the Crgan Grind-
er instrument. Their design prior to Halloween for several weeks

s a different floral arrange-
6rgan Grinder Resaurant.

oo'y "Chitty Chitty Bang') etc.
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UPPER ORCHESTRA

I¥’s Exceptional Versatility®

That's what you get with features like the Upper
Orchestra section on the fabulous E-7O and E-50
Electone Organs. And when combined with the
Flute section, musical marriage takes place on the
incredible Electone consoles. The Upper Or-
chestra controls on the E-70 and E-50 let you select
up to 18 fully polyphonic, highly realistic voices.
Color the tone of each voice by using the Bright
control, repeat Speed and the two Transposition
confrols—each of which alters the pitch of a voice

through four octaves. Creative mixing of these con-
trols produces an almost endless variety of different
sounds and instruments.

The E-70's and E-50' Flute and Orchestra Celeste
allows you to slightly detune flute and bass tone
levers as well as the orchestra voices. It adds a
natural flavor to orchestral voices, establishing new
standards in authenticity. For example, when used
with the Piano voice, the Celeste can create a

perfect honky-tonk piano. And separate continu-
ously-variable controls allow independent use of this
feature with each keyboard.

The Yamaha E-70, E-50 and E-30 Electone con-
soles. They give you uncompromising realism.
Trumpets sound like trumpets, not an organ frying

to sound like a frumpet. And in addition to being
wildly sophisticated, these consoles also come with
Yamaha's custom Auto Bass/Chord Fun Blocks, and
Auto Rhythm Unit. That means they're as easy to play
as any of the many Yamahas. :

What makes Yamaha's new Electone consoles so
versatile, sorealistic, so easy? It's a technology called
Pulse Analog Synthesizing System— PASS for short. It
makes the E-70, E-50 and E-30 so advanced, years
frorn now they'll still be years ahead of their time. Put
wings on your music, and experience one of the new
E-Series Electone consoles. At your Yamaha dealer.

€ YAMAHA

P.O. Box 6600, Buena Park, CA 90622
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' Mail to: “Cat and the Canary” ¢/0 Community Relations

I The Miami Herald, 1 Herald Plaza, Miami, Florida 33101
Yes, | want 1o see and heer “Cat and the Canary" as played

I Walter Strony on the mightv Wurlitzer Theater Pips Organ. g

l closed is my check/money order In the amount of

$_—  for— tickets at $5.00 each. | have
| I enciosed a seit-sddressed, stamped return snvelope.
I ame
1 Address
I state Zip. T

& o s e o

FULL TWO COUMN AD in the
Miami Herald appearing over a
month for the Walt Strony show

LEFT—Walt Strony climbs onto
ledge in solo chamber of Pasadena
Civic Auditorium while Dave Jun-
chen waits to point out work und-
erway. BELOW,Right—Tom Lind,
Walt Strony, Steve Adams and
Dave Junchen stand on level in
solo chamber where massive Moll-
er chests have been positioned for
installation., Main chamber wcrk
is complete and organ winded.
Steve Adams served as "organist”
during Strony visit to play single
nctes and chords on seven of the
ranks in that chamber, Strony

was impressed with sound.

STEVE ADAMS and Dave Junchen sit
on recently completed platform in
green room where five-manual Moll-
er console will be stored when not in
use., Man at extreme right of picture
stands by hydraulic plunger of the or-
gan console lift.

M1AM] HERALD,ATOS CLUB'&WALT STRONY ENDORSES MOLLER
COOPERATE ON SHOWS AT |\yoRK AT PASADENA. CIVIC;HEARS
FORMER OLYMPIA THEATRE 'SoUND OF SEVEN RANKS [N MAIN

Theatre Organ in Miami, F_lorida, 15 a Walter Strony, one of the nation's leading theatre
real cream puff deal. It is given super- | organ concert artists, heard seven ranks of the big
publicity through an arrangement be- Moller organ Saturday night, Nov. 24, at Pasadena
tween the Miami Herald and South Flor-| Civic Auditorium and expressed his amazement and
ida Chapter ATOS, The big daily news-| approval of the tremendous and excellent sounds.
paper provides free advertising (see re- is visit to the new installation happened quite
duced version of full,two-column ad at | unexpectedly, In town from Phoenix to purchase
left) and production assistance and the | ap 'angel suit' (white tuxedo) for his coming Christ-
club secures astists and helps sell tickets| mas Concert at Crgan Stop Pizza, he and Tom Lind,
to shows. . a friend who came aloag for the ride, stopped in

Walter Strony's show at Gusman Hall, | one of Hollywood's leading food emporiums and
the former Olympia Theatre was given | found David Junchen and Steve Adams, who are er-
giant ads each day for over a monthjthe | ecting the Moller, seated at the bar waiting for
paper doe§ this as part of their public their table, Also by coincidence,Console Editor
relations in the area, Tom B'hend had walked in on the two just minutes

B

After out-of-pocket costs are taken,
the surplus income from ticket sales is
turned over to the organ club for con-
tinued mainenance of the instrument.
Most of the programs have been com-
plete sellouts in the more than year's
association of the paper and club.

before Strony and Lind arrived. A table for twowas
hastily expanded to accomodate the five.

During dinner the invitation was extended to make
a midnight visit to the Auditorium, after a scheduled
performance there, to inspect the installation and
hear the seven ranks, Although the console has not

been delivered, the seven sets have been rigged to
be heard in single notes and chords.
=————=3 The chambers and blower
room and new storage platform
in the green room for the con-
sole were iaspected and then
Steve Adams returned to the
main chamber to "play" the

The Oct, 31st show brought out many
first-time theatre organ program attend
ees, as well as organ and film buffs and
was enthusiastically received.

The club also presents other events.
Two of the most recent were Rob Cal-
caterra and Lin Lunde at Andre Hall,

Oct. 3lst.

| November, 1979

(Continued on Page 26) (Continued on Page 23)



Without doubt one of the most famous amusement parks in the U,
K. is the Dreamland at Margate, in the county of Kent, Margate
itself is one of the original "watering places} as the early seaside
towns were known in the genteel days of the 18th century. It very
quickly grew and as the working classes became more prosperous
and had more spare time, so the coastal towns expanded,

Lord George Sanger, a circus and funfair operator in Victorian
England, and a local lad at that, ran the "Hall-by-the-Sea"as it
was called then, All the usual amusement rides, ete. , and, of
course, the Bicscope. Lord Sanger was killed in an accident and
the Iles Family took over, revamped the park and re-named it
L — "The Dreamland", A cin-
ema arose with a Mustel
organ, foot pumped, with
a quartet of pit musicians,

In 1926, Alphonse Not-
érman installed a straight
orchestral organ, In 1935
John Henry Iles gave Mar-
gate it largest and most
super-duper cinema, One
of his sons, Gordon, was
keen on organs and roll-
playing piancs and en-
gaged John Comptoen to
build an organ of four
manuals and 19 ranks of
pipes and just about the
most magnificent grand
piano attachment any or-

an ever was to pcsers,

t could play from the or-
gan console in the usual
style, and play on its own
via a roll player so that
the organist could truly
do his own thing and not

have to worry about play-
ing the piano. This grand
was a Bechstein with Duo-
Art player mechanisim, I ——
Something else was the marvel that the individual touch of the organ keys could be
transmitted to the individual piano keys! Compton provided six new ranks of pipes
and relays and console and were asked to utilise the 13 ranks of Noterman pipework fronj
the silent era Dreamland organ. In addition the organ was equipped with a Solo Cello
unit, something every Compton had at this pericd in the earlier thirties. It was a bowed
string amplified.

Iles, Leathart & Granger (one of the Iles was an architect) did Margate proud and came
the day, March 22,1935, young Lewis Gerard's great moment was to arrive, Already a
great number of things he had achieved in his short playing the major cinemas of Eng-
land. Born in North Wales, and a member of a famous crgan-building family, he had
grown up in Liverpool and had studied at the Royal Manchester College of Music, He
became a church organist but soon took his first cinema job at the Coliseum in Liver-

BILL ANDREWS
outside Dreamland
Cinema where he
played highly suc- |
cessful concert. In
upstairs converted
balcony mini-cin-
ema "Naked Lov-
ers was showing. ..
and in the main
theatre Garbo ca-
vorted on the sil-
ver sheet in "The
Painted Veil"y, the
film that opened
the theatre in the
year 1935, Med=
way Organ Trust
committee kead
Andrews i3 a leng
time friend of the
or%anist Jerry Ger-
ard.

Lewis "Jerry" Gerard. ., makes a
triumphant return to organ he made
famous years ago,

poj%ining the quickly growing ABC circuit, he played prestigious cinemas like the Ritz
in Leeds, Orpheum at Golders Green, in London, and now the Iles Family had him as
their star at the 2,200-seat Dreamland, Margate,

The opening brochure, a lavish book, shows that the film was " The Painted Veil" &
starring Greta Garbo, Before the screening of Garbo Gerard played an interlude entitled,
it says, "Sweet and Hot", It was! Butnow on Sunday,Sept. 23rd (1979) , there I was
in the Dreamland Margate and the house was virtually pac‘l)(ed to the ceiling with an at-
mosphere of nostalgia 'so thick you could have cut it with a knife. Up rose Lewis Ger-
ard on that slow lift playing his signature tune,'"Meet Me Tcenight in Dreamland') Per-
fect, Yes. The overhead chambers poured out a cascade of sound and yet was drowned
by the applause and shouts from a crowd of people not necessarily theatre organ nuts, al+
though the buffs were there in force from all over the country for this special occasion.

The Solo Cello, neglected and dumb fer about 30 years, was made to work, but it was
obviously overcome by the big event, as mysteriously it started to sing 'Arab" style and
not to the tune of Meet Me Tonight in Dreamland. "Switch it off, plezse," requested
Lewis. They did. He swung his legs.over the glowing 'hot seat' and remarked to the
audience, "What did you expect? A little old man with a long beard!" The crowd gave
hearty laughter to this,

A curiovs mixture of Liverpool accent intermignled with American, for he isnow |
Jerry Gerard of Santa Barbara,California, and that's quite some wa from Margate. He |
told the audience how he "was nervous. .. the press were in." HiS memmm—m

friend Burt Willard, music critic of the Santa Barbara News was
over to see him in his old stomping ground area and yours truly,
which gave The Console a plug!

His music was glide into a fast version of Lover, Serrento,
Jealousy, The Blud Danube, Memories of You and When Day is
Done. Variety as only the (Continued onPage 6)
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Second Class Postage Paid at Pasadena,
California

The International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con.
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs, I{ is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types ol
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical.

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

Subscriptions — United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE. Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cents
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744.c, Pasadena, Calif, 91104,

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest. Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif, 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.
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NERO TRIO,NALLE WURLITZER —Well intc their show at Century 1I, Wichita
Civic Auditorium, last Sept.15th are Peter Nero, piano, Billy Nalle, Wurlitzer,
and (out of sight in this candid shot) Dale Cook, thythm. The
e a show-stopper with their first appearance together.

Mike Barnet, bass
quartet proved to E

STILL TAKING BOWS after their second encore, Peter
Nero and Billy Nalle exhibit a great deal of happiness

over the prolonged recognition they are being given by
the Century II audience.

SAN FRANCISCO CRGAN BUILDER DIES

Third generation organbuilder, Erwin A, Sxhoenstein,
died at age 85 in San Francisco, his native city, on Nov.
1st, Starting as an apprentice with his father, Felix F,
Schoenstein, he became shop superintendent and later
owner/manager of Felix F. Schoenstein & Sons. He retir-
ed on the firm's 100th anniversary.

He was responsible for the construction of nearly 70
new instruments throughout his career and supervised the
rebuilding and installation of countless others. Musically
inclined, he played brass instruments in various band so-
cieties for over 50 years, He is survived by his brother,
seven children and 36 grandchildren

'LEDWON PLAYS TOKYO WURLITZER

! John Ledwon, well-known Los Angeles organ
ist and chairman of the very successful ATOS
National Convention in Les Angeles last July,

is currently on a world tour, According to a
postcard received this month, he played the
Wurlitzer pipe organ installed in the Mitsukashi
! Department Store, Tokyo, and noted that it

' still works, but is in need of a major overhaul."
! While in Amsterdam he tried to find some of
the theatre organs in that city but reported ,

" Amsterdam theatres have been cut up into
4-5 and 6 smaller houses. I couldn't find one
large theatre,' he declared,

HOME ORGANISTS ADVENTURE IN FLCRIDA

Home Organists Adventure, sponsored by the
Keyboard World Magazine, will be held at the
Bayfront Concourse Hotel, St. Petersburg, Fla. ,
February 7 through 11. Rosa Rio, Tom §heen,
Gaylord Carter, Larry Ferrari, and Bob Ralston
are slated to appear . Compiete information is
available by writing Keyboard World, P. O, Box
4399, Downey, Calif, 90241

lBOXOFFICE MAGAZINE PUBLISHES PLEA TO SAVE
OLD THEATRE MEMORABILIA MADE BY SORSINI

SAVING AN ENDANGERED SPECIES) a letter written by Theatre Histor
ical Society Marquee Editor Brother Andrew Corsini, has been publish-
ed in Boxoffice, leading theatrical trade paper. The October 22nd is-
sue carried the plea to save theatres and their memorabilia,

"Preserving the grand old movie houses of an earlier, more flamboy-
ant era is a matter of historical as well as cultural importance," the
Marquee Editor wrote.

"?he above quote, extracted from your editorial in the Sept. 10 issue
was a well-deserved recognition of tKe American Film Institute series
so aptly titled "The Best Remaining Seats') along with a bit of nstal-
gia thrown in,

May [ point out that Ben M, Hall (author of the book on which the
AFI series is based) was also the founder of the Theatre Historical So-
ciety, which he founded in 1968, one year before his untimely death,

FOR THE PAST 10 years, THS has quiently gathered the record of the
exhibition industry in the form of photographs, blueprints, printed mat-
erials, accounts—-anything and everything tkat will reveal to future
generations the essence of the field of exhibition—from the early nick
elodeons to the dream houses of architectural wonderment to the pres-
ent-day shopping center multi-auditcrium complexes,

In al}{ honesty, we have to note that this has been done with no fin-
ancial aid from any segment of the industry. Only Loew's Theatres has
made a substantial contribution to the collection through the donation
Ef a qumber of photographs of theatres once owned or operated by

oew's,

If the industry has any sense of history and any deisre to preserve the
record of that history, it would be well for it to consider some of the
means, both financial and otherwise, that would aid this effort. To
date the only source of income has been the membership fees collect-
ed from our 800 members,

THERE IS ROOM—and certainly need—for the expansion of the
collected memorabilia; there is need to index and catalog for ease in
reference use; there are printing costs that could be subsidized—all
the needs and expenses that are found in any non-profit educational
organization.

This is an outright appeal for help from within the industry. We
have made a goodand firm start, Now we ask the industry we seek to
l immortalize to come to our 2id and help us to expand.

— You certainly are aware of the large number of former mov-

ie houses that have been converted to communilg‘qerfr:rming
art centers across the country, The buildings, both large and

7=
Feason's

reetings

“The Rochester Theater Organ Soc lety
-

small, are being aved and put to useful new lives within their
communities. For that we are thankful, for it is also preserving
an outstanding period of American architectural history.

But the history behind these buildings, the expertise, and the
perscnalities involved in the original growth of the various thea-
tre operating companies (and the smaller local operators who al
contributed much to their communities) still must be preserved
and collected in an orderly menner.

We are trying. Does anyone care?"

MILWAUKEE THEATRE ORGANIST DIES
Elmer A. Ihrke,77,an organist in Milwaukee area for more

than 50 years, died of an apparent heart attack in his home

November 2nd. A graduate of the Milwaukee School of Engin-

eering and the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music,he was staff or-

anist with Radio Station WEMP for 20 years, played for Mason-
oW ic organizations, several churches in the

area and the Garden and Oriental Thea-

=

tres during the silent film era, He is sur
vived by a sister, Irma, of Milwaukee,
and a brother, Walter R, , of Secors,
Conn.




cinema organ can conjure.

de Lune displaying quite
beautiful strings, an esoteric
The Bells, by Korg-Elert and a tremendous "Now Thank WeAll
Our Ged" showing the power and often sombre majesty of this
most unusual organ, partly unified, still— was the audience in
rapt attention. For organ nuts a revelation in registration.
Here was the original star star of the Dreamland creating a
myriad of tones from an organ that badly handled by a mind-
less goon could become a bull in a china shop. To change the
mood he annowunced he would play the selections he presented
on opening night in 1935—"1 Want To Be Happy!, ""Smoke

Gets in Your Eyes', a frantic " Tiger Rag', "Intermezzo from Car

valleria Rusticana, "Trees" and March from Tannhauser,

The interval came with fans buying raffle tickets for records,
ties, lining up for a quick "Cuppa" or ice cream., I mused hov
different the theatre must have been from opening night. A few|
years ago the Iles Family sold out., Another group took over.
Bingo now was good, Some seats with tables, Bingo machinery
on stage, no screen, the balcony, or circle, as we say, was
now walled off and iz twinned to make to side-by-side cinemas
—Dreamland 1 & 2, The stage and stalls (orchestra floor) re-
main and happily the organ Tas survived mestly through the
efforts of Margate's number one organ fan, Bill Andrews,

Bill went to the second night as a boy, He couldn't get in
for the opening. He has kept up his friéndship with his boyhood
idol Lewis Gerard and interested the Medway Theatre Crgan
Trust in maintaining this big instrument, the last big theatre
organ left in South Eastem England, With Alex Lapham, Bill
Franklyn and others climbing aloft the three chambers, and
Colin Jelks, the oxgan tuner, they are keeping the T. O. flag
flying in this holiday area,

Opening part two, Gerard told his audience about being a
kid m Liverpool and how he enjoyed playing loudly and fast
"Evensong" by Easthope-Martin, still a perennial favourite for
many. One day he was doing his stuff and a man came up and
said, "Might I show you lad?" He did and played the piece
beautifully. Young Gerard thought it was great. Then the man
left and gave him his card. Name on the card? Easthope-Mar-
tin, wNext he plaéred a Stephen Fester medley, then a lovely
arrangement of "Summer of 42" film theme, The big scale
metal tibias and vox and strings all shimmered respendently.
Finlandia, tailor-made fer this ergan,came next. After that it
was Wesley's Gavotte and Fletcher's delightful Fountain Rev-
erie, These pointed out Gerard's role today as Canadian execu
tive of Baldwin Organs, He plays many cencerty type dedica-
tions and tells me he launched many a church organ for the
firm in all 50 states of the U, S. His last numbers were ;
"Laura'y, "Tenderly', "La Paloma'}, and "Rhapsody in Blue" just
in part, no piano, It seems the piano frame broke due to the
weight of the extra equipment, Lewis told me, He took the
console down with his theme tune and his fans started calling
for mere, Lastseen here in 1972, they and I could easily
stand seeing him several times a year,

Lewis ended up in the big foyer, still having traces of its
art deco thirties jazz age decor, surrounded by his public. He
he signed programmes and looked fresh as ever., I spoke to
Doris Iles, Gordon Iles and Jean Broad, widow of the Compton

—continued from page four |

A beautifully rendered Claiy

GAYLORD CARTER at the console of the 4/16 Wurlitzer at the

Gaumont State, Kilburn, where he sccred the silents and scored
a big hit with the fans. He loved the Wurlitzer. The console is
in the process of being re-decorated by Richard Cole, a mem-
ber of London Chapter ATOS, Although lightweight, Carter
collapsed the maverick Howard seat and a woocden bench was
substituted

churchy pipework with violins, piano and harp, etc. There was
art in it, and on Sunday, Sept. 16, I made my way to London's
Kilburm High Road and the State, .

Now, as you all must know, the State is definitely a talkic house
—1937 vintage with the arch "Anglicized Wurlitzer" and all that
jazz. "Torch Hot in fact. But here the art of "Picture Fitting'"was
to be ably demonstrated by your own bouncing, effervescent Gay-
lord Carter, who was to beguile us all with his talent and skill at
the console,

Yes, Mr, Carter,almost dwarfed by the tall woodwork, let the
Wurli know who was in charge from the beginning. And I missed
the start of this show. A lot of Arabic gentlemen, who had the
effrontery to demonstrate in My Country about how the western
press mafigned Iran, stopped the bus from taking me to the State
and Gaylord. But after making my way to a balcony seat I was
soon laughing along with the rest of the fans to Chester Conklin
in Lizzies of the Field. .

A 16mm projector, perched on the roof cf a walled off section
on the orchestra floor (the area is bricked off «—since 1960—and
is a bingo parlour, was used for the screening. Follawing this
wss one of my own favourites of your Hollywood stars, Harold
Lloyd in "Ask Father'! I had the great pleasure of mcetin% the
late Mr, Lloyd when I was in Hollywood some years ago. I'll not
forget his great interest in organs and films, Next was "That's
My Wife" with Laurel and Hardy. They always make me laugh'.

firm chairman, She said she could remember the opening just
like it was yesterday.

Lewis, or Jerry, stayed until 1938 then played Copenhagen —
at the Palladium with its 3/7 Wurlitzer., Then he settled back

I'm not really a film buff and don't attend much today. There

. are no organs and (Continued on Page 8)

here for wartime as chief organist of a group of cinemas that
included the State, Grantham, Lincolnshire, and the State, Dar
ford, in Kent. Both were eventually sold te Granada Cinemas,
During the war Margate was restricted and many people were
moved out because of the proximity to the Continent, just 30
minutes away today by Hover craft,

Lewis returned to the Dreamland in 1946, but he could see
the end coming and Compton's Harold Brown told him about
a Canadian firm called Minshall that wanted a demostrator
organist for their line of electronic organs. So away went
Jerry, his wife Joan, who had been his secretary, and their two
young sons, Warren and Roger. Warren is now a senior journ-|
alist in Toronto,Roger is restaurant boss in Los Angeles,

Lewis arranged for #nn Leaf to record the Minshall, Then
he later went with Baldwin in the States. A great executive
and equally great talent, You all over there should seek him

out,

When at Dreamland they made him work, He played their
Compton Theatrone (pipeless horseshoe), broadcasting it live
to other amusement centres in Margate_{ i
"crgan sun terrace" and so toda{ dees
Tony Savage. The seaside ctill likes
organs.

I menticned earlier about the silent |3
days with long forgotten organists sitt-
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ISAN GABRIEL OFFICIALS CONCERNED AS
T.0.CONCERT ATTENDANCE DROPFS DOWN

Sagging concert attendance at theatre organ events spon-
sored by LA ATOS has city officials of San Gabriel concern-
ed. The revenue of the auditorium is greatly affected by
low attendsnce-—which also proves costly to the club—-sinc
the City of San Gabriel receives a percentage of ticket sales
as its part of rental charges under an agreement between the
club and city, Recent concert programs have drawn few
patrons— approximately 81 for the Chauncey Haines show
—— and this resulted in a deficit after regular bills were tak-
en care of such as artist's fee, spotlight man, auditorium
staff, etc. Other recent concerts have not been well-att-
ended and club officers noted that perhaps the artists were
not publicized enough to attract a large crowd. Haines draw-
ing power has waned in recent years primarily because he
has not maintained contact with local orgen buffs, He has
appeared in silent film presentations at UCLA, playing the
large classical Skinner organ, These shows were not public-
ized withinzthe local 2 TOS club and the membership has
obviously forgotten his past performances in the silent era.

It is also expected that attendance will falter whenever
a new or relatively unknown organist is contracted to play.
Strange as it may be, theatre crgan music lovers are hesi-
tant to allot time and money to spend listening to someone
they know little or nothing about, it was pointed out by one
LA ATOS member, More intensive publicity would be a
helpful proceedure to build musical reputaticns, it was added.

A JOYFUL NOISE FOR THE PILGRIM POPE

Yankee Stadium at 2 o clock in the morning would probably not rank too
highly on anyone's list of exciting places to be. The morning of October 3rd,
however, was not just any morning. This was the morming after Pope John Paul
1I's first appearance in New York City, At 2am, the Allen Organ crew was
busy disassembling their organ for transfer to Shea Stadium and the Papal pro-
gram that morning at eight.

It all began back in August, when requests for the Allen were made by John
Grady, organist at St, Patrick's Cathedral, and Andrew McArdle, head of music
for the diocese of Brooklyn.

Cn the night of Oct. 1st,a large van departed from company headquarters
in Allentown,Pa, ,carrying organ and staff to Yankee Stadium. It was a size-
able task—the organ, ten 100 watt amplifiers, 24 speaker cabinets and several
thousand feet of wire, For the members of the Allen Organ crew it was truly a
labor of love.

Security measures were prevaletn everywhere, Even the organ's speaker cab-
inets were not immune to checks by the Secret Service, including canine sniff-
ing for explcsives.

) Shea's location had a live audience of 60,000 and a television audience of
| g glillions. The prlogdram began, %}cla, unforgunately, did the rain. é\ht(%'rl‘.‘e‘]i.ltial

& s ownpour prevailed throughout the introductory music, A makeshift plastic

..OGIQY SHE‘!I..TER ?Oﬁgfdnlﬁt 1m ‘{“’agﬂe"ﬁo"k shelter had to be rigged a%ld supported by the g{rew to protect the organ and or-

out from under makeshift shelter (lower photo) canist, All wiring, including the 110-volt supplies, was under water, but as the

for Allen organ during Pope John Paul's visit in 4 t !

> B ¢ ope arrived, the rain stopped and the sun came out.
New York City. The Pontiff is seen in the photo When the :Jrgan and crew returned to Allentown it was after 39 hours of going

above. without sleep—but each reported having had the "experience of a lifetime".

ORGAN SOCIETY TO EMPLOY PUBLICIST Allen crgans were also heard at Holy Cross Cathedral in Boston and at Logan
Realizing that to build membership and ccn=- Circle in Philadelphia, where they were played before the largest audience in

cert attendance requires a steady stream of in- the Pope's entire trip.

formation to be channeled to the media by a ROMONA GERHARD SUTTON PLAYS FOR BENEFIT SHOW AT SAN GABRIEL

qualified party, Los Angeles Theatre Organ So-
ciety is currently considering the employment
of a professional publicist. In the past the club
has depended on parttime efforts of several
members to prepare and send out news releases,
It was agreed that a professional person would
have better contact with editors, producers and
_other media personnel.

November 11th at San Gabriel Civic was another triumph for Ramona Ger-
hard Sutton at the might Wurlitzer. Playing a benefit for the Christian Scient-
ist Sheltered Care Foundation, she featured a number of beautiful Scientist
among the usual melodies here audiences demand. Opening only as she can,
with "Open Your Eyes', Ramona continued with the Rondo in G by Bull, "Kit-~
ten on the Keys', "Sweet Georgia Brown') "'Amazing Gracey "Easy Winners',
Bumble Boogie" and closed the first half of the show with a Gerhard arrange-
s ment of Rhapsody in Blue,

Her second half included her unique arrangement of "Narcis-
sus" and closed with the Widor Toccatta followed by an encore

(DYANVAID) of Nola, then Ramona.

While the audience was primarily not organ buffs, they cbvious

H AMI LTON ly enjoyed theatre pipes as played by this outstanding artist and
rewarded her with a standing ovation. RB
bbbl bbb bbbl | NEW YORK, GARDEN STATE MERGE FOR FCOD SPLURGE
International New York and Garden State Theatre Organ Societies will hold
z a joint meeting Dec, 5th at the Suburbian Restaurant in Wanaqu«
Concert Artist Néw Jersey, They will have dinner, with Frank Cimmino, house
organist piraying the 3m/17r Wurlitzer during dinner and after the
formal concert for dancing, The concert event will be played
by Paul Havenstein, well-known area classical and theatre or-
anist.,
= The Suburbian Wurlitzer, Opus 1793, was originally installed

For concert dates,

soec0ser contact at in the Chester Theatre, Bronx, New York,in 1927, as a Style 260

1560 No. Sandburg Terrace Special 3m/15r, Two additional ranks, including a Morton tib-

Apt. 3108 ia were added to the instrument at the time of its installation in
Chicago, lllinais 60610 the restaurant, Installed in three chambers, the organ is viewed
(312) 944-3833 through large plate glass windows that separate pipework and per

‘ cussions from the dining room,




NEWS SERVICE STILL FINDS WILTERN KIMBALL GOOD COPYE

. Los Angeles Chapter ATOS, the Wiltern Kimball and several well-known personal-
ities in the theatre organ world are still considered by the Associated Press to be good

copy. Following is the text of a wire release taken from the AP teletype in Detroit re-

cently when it was received there for publication,
Harrigan, AP writer, Suggested headline was "Orphan Organ'l
LOs ANCELES AP—One of the biggest performers of the move world's golden age, a
pipe organ weighing 40 tens and standing 40 feet tall, is entering forced retirement,
But members of the American Theatre Organ Society are working to find a new -
showplace for the gigantic instrument, which required five freight cars when it was
brought to Los Angeles in 1923 from its Chicago builder, W, W, Kimball Co.
The organ's home since 1923, the Wiltern Theatre (incorrect information was appar-
ently given the scribe or he misunderstood that the organ was first installed in the big

The story was written by Thomas

s

Forum Theatre on Pico Blvd. —Ed), is slated for demolition, The 600-niember Los An- AN

geles chapter of the organists' society has taken on the task of dismantling and storing
the 2,000-pipe instrument until another home can be found.

"Removing that instrument will take us months", said Michael Ohman, chairman of
the society.

"The owners of the theater have asked us to remove it, We don't charge for our ser-
vices," said society member Bob Powers,

The ergan, the console of which rises out of the orchestra pit on an elevator plat-
form, was used at a farewell concert at the 2, 300-seat theater Thursday night. Theme
to accomyany the Buster Keaton silent film "The Navigator') were played by Gaylord
Carter, who once provided background music on radio's "Amos 'n' Andy Show."

Also performing was Ann Leaf,a concert organist once known as "the mighty mite
of the mighty Wurlitzer" when she appeared on nationwide radio music and drama pro-
grams, "It's a piece of Americana, It should be preserved,' said Ms, Leaf, nearly sur-
rounded by the organ's semicircular bank of 360 stops—— knobs used to control the tone
of various sections of pipes-—as she played it for the last time at the Wiltern.

Skilled adjustment of the stops can make the organ duplicate the sound of all music-
al instruments known at the time of its construction, "This one is a 37-rank organ,'
Powers said. A rank is a set of pipes designed to produce a specific tone. "In the 1920s
it used to cost about $1,000 for each ranl%

"It's a tremendous instrument,’ said Powers, a onetime theater organist, "Our place
in this world is to keep these old rascals playing, find them new homes and train
people to play them." He said some society members have made room in their homes
for massive organs capable of filling a 3,000-seat theater with music. A retired state
assemblyman, Frank Eanterman of Pasadena (LaCanada,really-—Ed), has a big organ
out of the old San Francisco Fox Theatre installed at his home, Powers said.

A possible new home for the organ is the Pantages Theater in Hollywood, also own-
ed by Pacific Theatres, which leases the Wiltern from Franklin Life Insurance Co. The
insurance company wants to put an office building on the Wiltern site, but is facing
opposition from preservationist groups,"

IAN'S COLUNMN —econtinued from page six
and I don't like the lack of presentation,..end of sermon, Oh! I shouldn't forget the
cinemas either, .. carpeted shoe boxes.

The State has its organ still and Gaylord Carter was in full control. "The Gold RusH
a potted version of the Chaplin classic,and a mest interesting short, "Koko the Clown"
complete with bouncing ball, an early sing-a-long, or Sing Song we call them here,
Gaylord even managed to get the reluctant organ buffs to sing. The song? "It's A Long
Way to Tipperary'. Now that ancient pop has definite connotations for us, It is the
signature tune of one of our best loved theatre organists, Douglas Reeve, He plays it
quicker, and with Stu Green's dreaded palm schmear. Mr, Green will never forgive
Mr, Reeve, Certainly his British fans don't know a palm schmear from their, er, el-

bo
%Yhankfully Mr, Carter isn't saddled with only a sing-a-long. 1 enjoy his great tal.-

and I suppose this one cost $50,000 cr more.

°JIM ROSEVEARE confirmed last month he
has indeed departed the banking industry
and returned to the music field. "Manage-
ment changes and an increased work load
rendered my job unpleasant and have for
some time precluded my accepting play-
ing dates, 1 figured that before I got trapp-
ed irreversibly I'd better get into some~
thing [ really enjoy," Roseveare explain-
ed. i
He plans to do concert work,some teach-
ing and some recording "around the first
of the year'}

BENEFIT SHOW PUTS MONEY IN FUND

A benefit show at the Long Center For
Performing Arts, in Lafayette, Indiana,
featuring Jerry Glaza in a theatre organ
concert and the accompaniment of three
silent comedies-—Charlie Chaplin, Buster
Keaton and Felix The Cat—-resulted in
$450 going into the organ fund. The in-
strument used for this occasion was an el-
ectronic furnished by the Northside Music
Company, of Lafayette, also sponsors of
the show.

A Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ was pur-
chased for the Long Center last March and
is currently in storage in Lafayette, The
console for the instrument is in Indianap-
olis undergoing restoration. A target date
of November, 1980 has been set for instal-
lation of the organ.

Mildred Alexander played a benefit per-
formance there last July and helped in-

ent on records and here he was in person for the,

crease the fund by $500, —CIC Ciphers

ATOS London Chapter showing us how its done. |
Aside from the films;he played the stirring
"Kings Row" theme, the gorgeous "Spellbound"
theme and Steiner's ""Gone With The Wind"
theme, the Tibias and that big Vox having
their way, Gaylord's infectious sense of sheer
fun was an absolute delight and should have
been enjoyed by a larger audience. It was fun
meeting him once again after in his dressing
room. It was Gaylord who showed me just how
it was done on my late friend, Dick Simonton's
perfect organ, as he was adding organ sound to
Mr. Lloyd's films there in North Hollywood,

A1l fans, young and old alike, should be tru-
ly grateful that we still have around us a true
artist like Mr, Carter,

There is nothing like the real thing,

I have a sneaky feeling that the very young
Mr, Carter played a great role in selling films
to the executives and public alike in the late
1920s, don't you? ....lan Dalgliesh.

LEE ERWIN IN CHICAGO,PLAYS CHICAGO
In the Windy City with his Silent Clown ser-
ies, Lee Erwin unexpectedly ran into Peter

Miller, Chicago Theatre head. Twenty minutes
later Lee was playing =

the big Wurlitzer for an !

intermission. Manager

- Lee Eruin

. i iom ey oo e
= KO Aes Tramre

Miller never misses an
opportunity to have his
theatre instrument play

ed by visitors, AT et

Wi
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MOON RIVER REVISITED

at the emery theatre’s mighty wurlu:zzr:

This album was inspired by WLW's

“MOON RIVER"” radio program J

NEW
RELEASE crrprg p

ATOS-0OVC presents the dreamy
and relaxing sounds of LEE
ERWIN at the Emery Theatre's
mighty WurliTzer Pipe Organ.
(This is a collector's special.)
TO ORDER: Send check or
money order for $7.95 plus
$1.00 handling & shipping.
(Ohio residents add 36¢ sales
tax per album.)

SEND ORDER TO:

ATOS-OVC Emery Theatre-C
1112 Walnut Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45210









